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General Outline of Imperizlist sStrategy on

£

Southern sfrice

The stru:s:le for tlhe liberation of our country is taling place

=+ the time when the intermztional climete is chsractlerized

by the dominence of imperialism's mos? recactionary and aszgressive
circles led by the Heagan cdministrztion. 4 proper assessment:
of +he current international situztion and imperialisn's
objectives would therefore of neceszity need To focuss on the
policieg and strategies oI the Rec:.garw edministration particulearly
with regard to our own rigion,

The upsurze in the netional liberation siruggles throuvghout

he world has sent the White House into & frenzy working out

options for appropricte US responses. The past years have seen
decidedly great ej:alation of tension in specific regions of

the world., In 211 these theatres of struzgle, the U.S. has

appeared as & mejor actor on the side of tThe e==meik ’DPPT"@‘-’TS'.

In an ef?f ort to justify its aggressive intentions, ithe lleagan
edministration hes revived the old slogans and 1nver.atef::. new ones,
In this regzrd, the old myths of 'Soviet threat’, ‘Soviet
expansionism', znd 'rolling back' of Soviet 1nflg.ence hsve been
fsund very handy. The zdministration has sell-rig teously
anviommeed & crusade agzinst wh2t it calls 1nt ernaw_onal terrorism -
e spurious definition of the legitimete siruggle of the peoples

£6r nationzl independence and socizl emencipation. IT openly

zives economic, military, political and diplom=2tic supnort to
terrorist regimes which have declared war on their ovnn populations.

L r gion which hes perhaps seczn the most Irenzled ectivity on
.
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Tndications of the direction of US forzisn policies on Africe,
particularly Southern Africa, became clear as early es dur%rg the
sresidenticl campzign The tilt towards the racist dictatorship

in our country became so obvious that the rezime felt no gualms

in throwinzg overboard the UN sponsored Geneva Conferasnce on Ilemibia,

T+ is however Assistant Secretery of State for African ATlalirs

Chester Crocker who clearly outlined the US policy. In & major
speech delivered 1in Honolulu, he outlined the three basic 'realities'’

of the US strategy:

1., US economic interests in sub-Szhara Afjca are heavily

concentrated in the Sbmbthern third of the continent.

o. Southern Africa is an increasingly contested arene in globel
politiecs in that it occuries an .important position along
the routes around Africa and also that it hes growing
importance &s a scurce of critical minerals. The aim
therefore should be to counter Soviet inIluence in the region,

3, South Africz must be understood on its own regional merits
if there should be & success in US efforts. Imporiant
factors for consideration are:

- zpartheid is anathema to tne neighbouring states;

- Angola is plagued by ethnic anc factional struggle
azzravated by foresign intervention;

-~ In Namibie thers is & low level guerille werfare which

is slowly expanding.
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However, it was only during the llixon-ildssinge
thet the US displaved a very active policy., At that time th
0 SinHOliC? towards Scouthern africe wes reflected in the ational
ron 39 code named 'Opzration Ter 3=by'.
this memorsndum which

rity Couneil liemorand

v ntion 2. 08 280 -

regimes in the area.
wnils?t

- 1'1--.. -
Na yild U

Of :'*I"ulCU.le.....I" sinificence was o»tio
nremise tvn2 e minority
therefors US poliey shoud,

;C"-—vr:i. fr i t:ﬂf‘: e Tl
v end that t!
hem full suzport and pressurise

(

~1 Ve

ing couniries giving bases
zuerillas, That way, it was hoped,

to freedom fizhters to
the best

reisn-in these
intsrests of the US would be served,
That the mejor rremise of the Kisq1n er document was vrong 1is &
The Portuguese empire in africe
he rem2ining aresas

-

metter of historical record.
lepsed and the tempo of the struzgle in 1

collep
grecfly increased,

the Carter administration, althouzh continuing to
Loning 3 .

Ileanwhile y the (& 1
suprport the racists under the guise of championing the cause of

ve.s exposed for its hypocrisy and the newly
to consolidate the szzins of their

Wwas

é‘;
ent countries continued
ialist ch=rzcters became more &nd

revolutions, their anti-imper
Zimbzbwe achisved its independence and the
r increased in their intensity.

more pronounced.
Famibia and our cowunt:2

struggles in
document from

ion rescued the Kissinger

o =
e Stete Depertment =nd introduced some

The Reegcen eadministr
a5 -'"T"‘ESS" Ve

+|."‘.l

vV dd

the dusty files in
innovetions to it whiclh were essentially more

t.the Reagand adminlistration encourages

It is co:imon knowlegge the
and supports the epartheid reggime to launch acts of . zgression
S aoned 5 q |
Depoiam—ses in an attempt to zet them to
b In Angole,

AQ Can t'
._'u.(j;-o“ e neizgh 1Dsuring
stdp their assistance to the ANC and SWwaAZl,

v nld

T T " T T ——— . T T




the United Stztes cooperetes with the regime to train, finance

O

and ecuin the UNITL bendits in their counter-revoluvionary
sctivities agzinst the Peoples' Republic of fngola. Recently
the bsndit leader Jonas Szvimbi was dined and wined in high
places in Vashingtom., This is particularly significant against
the background ol the clamour by the administtation vo get
Congress to repeal the Clark amendment which vrohibited the US

from interfering in Angola.,

In lozambicue, we now know that the CIA provided information
that enabled the fescist Pretoris troops to attack &NC
residences outside i2aputo.

The reesons for such an interest in South Africa by the peedent
cdnministration in the US as well as the previous administrations
are not far to find. South Africa featuees very prominently

in the g*obal stratezy of imperialism, There are a number of
considerations. High up in the l1lisvT of priorities is the
economic factor. | s

Perhaps the US Assistent Secretamlg agﬁa‘ce Paul Volcker is more
elocuent on this point. Speaking i« Conzress in lNarch, 1981,

he revecled that there was a plen for turning meny £fricen
coumtries, chiefly those with large reserves ol cooper, cobealt,
urenium ore, and other mincrals into an American sphere of influence,

In an effort to secure ‘'world leedership' the US is increasing
military presence in all stratsgically importent rezions.
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of the world with & network of militery bases and instelleations.
+ present, the US has more than 1500 military bases and
+21]ztions in the territory of 32 countries menned by more
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Elen helf 2 million US servicemen,
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South africa's role is zoing to b: even mores sisnificant in
egotiztions under wey to make the Simonstovn navel
bese eveilable to NATO and 2za.inst fhe'oac“*roard of plans
by the US to revive the idea of creating the South Atlantic
r 4 Grﬂanis;tion as an extension of IaT0, which mould involve
the Letin aAmerican alctatorshlps eand spread its tentacles to the
Indian Ocean, In faCt recent attempts a2t the invasion of the
public of SEJCuelLﬂS end the eparhtied rszime's complicity an
an at:emrtad coun in lizdagascer are & pointer that the South
Lfrican Treaty Orzanis:ztion stratezy is already pperational,
It has been revealed thet the money for vaying the mercenaries
who attempted 2 coup in Sey0ﬂe les came from the United States,

‘Developments in Southern Africe, particularly in South Africe,

have injected e sznse of extreme urgency in the designs of

impzrielism for this region. Havirg worked out elaborzte plans

end vtilising messive resources for its i1mplementation, imperialism
should have been cuite content, assured of victory in the sub-
continent. There is, however, only one force which in their view
constitutes & rzal obstacle and real danger to the success of

tihhese designs - the African National Congress.

Given thzt the Apertheid resgime is the bastion of imperialism on

the continent; its survevix:. would logically guarantee
imperialism's ability to use 17, not only to block the revolutionary
tide that is swesping southward, but 2lso to revzrse this

rcevolutionary tide in the menner which has laready been explained,
Consequently any megning-ful challenge that is given to tThe regime

in effect & challenge to the very int:rests ol imperielism 1in
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the recion. Thet such a chzllenge presents itself in the Africen
Netional Congress is clearly evidénced by the reality ol

contemporery wnolities in South 4Africe,
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Thet is why the administration is desperately engaged in a

uicber of zctivities, The first is to help the r:gime To increase
its defence capescity. In thed connection the administration has
in the past year b_een sravitating towrrdgwtriesrel ation of the
UN Security Cpuncil arms embargo. It hasjrelexed the ban ‘on the
sale of so-czalled non-military equipment to the recist army and

police,

In August last year, & team of 5 South African military intelligence
officers, led by Lt. General P.,V. ven der Westhuizen, chief of

staff of IAilitery _.ntelllgence,- visited the USA at the invitation

of the US Security- Counecil, This was a flagrant violation of the:
Ul Securltv Councill arms embargo against the erartheid rsgime.

Another arece of cooperation between the US znd South Africe is in

the regime's nuglear programme.

In January_' this year, two officials of the US Senate sub-comxittee
on security and terrorism visited South Africa to investigate

what links existed between the Soviet Uniong eand the ANC,
Subsequently, Assistant Secretary of State for African Affairs
Chester Crocker mzde a statement before the Senate sub-committee
on security end terrorsm on the 22nd Merch in which he seid that

" the US cetezoriczlly condemms what he called terrorist =né o
violent efforts by ANC and S‘f.‘;-;:.?o :.nd' clleced thet like S57aF0,
the AIIC recved S0% military sid and 50% overall aid from
commmist sources., This statement was followed by the current
paré.d._ing before the sazme sub=committee of traifors whose
testimony is intended to supprort thelr masters lying propegende,
e should have no illusionmesthat the Beagén edministration is
using the comrunist bogey to justify an imminent interventlon in
South ':frlcm to scave the rezime and ensure its continued 398
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survivel,
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L precedent hzs alr.ady been set in Central imerice, [¥efusing
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e .conflict in ILatin Americe as & genuine desirs by the
neoples of these countries for liberation, the US hz2s been
harpinz on Cuban and licaraguan assistance. to the freedon
fighters in Z1 Salvador to build a case Ior military intervention.
in these two countries., This assertion is borre out by the
steps that the Reagan administration hes taken with regards to

this area, These plans include the following:

— The State Department has advised the Pentagon to improve
plans for military operations in El Salvador and ageinst
" Cubze and Nicaraguaj; '

- Possibilities of bomb attacks on military objectives and
industriel centres in Cuba and Nicaragua; '

- Reinforcement of the con'l:ingent on Guentanamo base in Cuba;

- Provocative military exercises in the region involving 2
aircEpnftecarriers, 36 ships and 200 aircrafis;
— Increase in the reconnoissance flights over Cubz.,

T+ +herefore becomes clear that the same pretext that Washington
has evoked for Central Americe 1s now being envisagzed for
Sputhern Africa., This ‘time, however, instead of Cuba and
Niczraguz, the Soviet Union is used as the scape-goat.
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In the final analysis therefore, the attacks on the frontline
s+ates and the obstacles created in the seg®ch for a settlement
in lamibia are essentially aimed a2t safe-guarding the imperialisT
base in the form of racist South Africa, But the retention of
that bese brings about the imperative To eliminate that orce
which is proving to be capable of toppling the imperialist base =
the ANC, Therefore, for US imperiaism, the destruciion of the

_ANC has become a top priority.
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These imperialist designs would perhaps have been successful if
they were conducted in a vacuum. However, reality is that todays
world is tilted in favour of those forces which stand unshakably
for the national independence and social emancipation of nations.
Tt is the unity of these contingents together with the
saerifices of our people that serve as a guarantor to the

liberation of our country.

Alread§ after 70 years of existence, and over twenty of these
vears operating underground, the sNC has emerged as the
decisive factor in the South African equation. The Freedom
Charter, the revolutionary programme of our movement, has
become & mejor policy document for the vesdy ma jority of our peonle.
The activities of the ANC inside the country have given a great
boost to the movement's image and stature internationally.,

iMore and more organisations, governments, and people thkoughout
the world have come to recognize the prime role of the African
Netional Congress. Even conservetive governments are finding
it very difficult mot to conderm their allies in Pretorisa,

rnationally, the growing prestige of our movements can
ustrated by the recent ICSA sponsored conference
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@3 in the heert of US imperialism - New York. This conference,

opgcnised in suﬂﬂorf of +he libercetion mcvements of Southern
LAfrica attracted an unﬁma~1nablewnumber of over a thousand
participants who declared thelr firm solidarity with the ANC and
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T™he ocecasion of the 70th Anniversary of the ANC also crecated
e platform for numeyous covernments, and a cross section of
supporters throughout the world %o unecuivocally demonstrcte

solidarity with our movement and fighiting peorle.




T+ is clear thet as we score more successes at home and
~broad the enemy counter-offensive will increase in its intensity
and viciousness. e nszed therefore to lend 2dded vigour to our '
offensive,

e must ensure that information about developments at home and

+he nature of our struggide reachexs as many P&I‘uS of the world

s we can possibly afford. It 1s essentizl thzt our propazganda

is so tailored a8s to elicit support for our strugzle from all
honest and genuine opponents ol our eneny. '

e must consolidate the zains of our 70th anniversary velebrations
and edvence towards the sttainment of new levels of popularity
for our movement by breeking new grounds and winning new friends

and allies.

Let us gear ours elves +o0 ensuring that the Intermational Year
of L‘Iob:.lls-:tlon for sanctions ageinst xExrEREX® South Africe
schieves fruitful resukts.
e
e must work out a strategy Ior building/powerful mass movement
of sanctions against the apartheld reelme. Already events
g\Pfe.S.& W&
orzenised around this 1Ssues have haad Anum er and stature of
pertlclpents, meny more are planned for the year which should

benefit from our input, inlluence and directions.

Let us this vear intensify our efforts vo weaken the eneny
onn 211 fronts and bring nearer our chergished gazol of
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