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. -John Vorster committed himself to: -

_yural Africans are uniting in a’
. “political, economic and social pro-
- gramme of action” to bring about
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\{/HEN he became Prime Minister

Y. just over 10 years--ago, Mr...
improving Black-White relations.

- Five years later he said that for..
. there to be peace in South Africa.

“youmust make it possible for the. -
; his place in the’

on-White to get

" Today, five years further on,’
‘the-Black ‘and Brown men and .
- women .of this country are more

desperate and despondent than
~ ever. Our 'angry and disillusioned =
~ Brown  Afrikaners have. rejected -

“ the Coloured Representative Coun- .-
eil — and the C
_and Mr. Vorster, 5 P
" brought confrontation with Blacks -
- by stating baldly that their political .

~ “place in the sun” is the

abinet Council — -
himself has

home-
lands and nowhere else. “Eutants Jf

As . a consequence urban and

he “liberation ‘of the people.”

" Those are the words of Mr. David

" Thebehali, newly elected “mayor” .

' months and see where

~ too, has proved as empty as Mr.

of Soweto, where Sunday brought: .

- . more - disorder after - weeks .of
“ bloody rioting and civil disorder -
" had earlier sent Whites scurrying
- for-their guns. A sad commentary . -
. .indeed on.the- state of-race rela-
- tions which the Prime
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she has

bitter taste of despair. Many have
not forgotten his “give us six
: uth Africa
will stand.” That impassioned plea,

Voster’s commitment in support of ‘F

 South Africa’s Ambassador to the
- United Nations, Mr. Pik Botha, to | ;

move away from all unnecessary

love a _ “Mr. Vorster’'s bona fides. Too
discrimination. ~ many of his fine words and hints
:at change have failed to have sub-

Mr. Vorster’s political credibility
has worn thin. It is now as thread-
bare as his Government’s barren
policies which provide little hope "~
of equitable solutions to the

~ country’s problems.

et

. “Nationalists. would have it, an
° South West Africa has its 'inde(-l-‘
- - pendence some four million White
-+~ South-Africans will be left in peace
-~ z%0 coniinue their. traditional way

- Mr: Vorster, the man who pro-

~-~dll'1;ven t}(l)oloureds ‘to ‘the
-~ where they feel that tice in
8 South Africa is not for ‘zﬁzm. She
made, all that has survived is the . told the congress of the Afrikaanse

- Calvinistiese Beweging in Pot-

“‘Coloured adults took part in the

Natal Mercury, Tuesday, October 19, 1976.
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FAILURE.

~_ The charisma of the “pragmat-
ist” — once described as “Africa’s
man of destiny” — has just about
evaporated. Stripped of the ver-

- biage, his policies at home amount
to banishing the Blacks to the
homelands without any say in the
urban areas where White South
Africa is almost totally reliant on
their labour, and quieting the
Coloureds and Indians with con- |
cessions which seemingly lead
“nowhere. :

He may, but WE should not

. continue to believe, that when
White Rhodesians have been made

\
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to “lie down in. fhe bedw théy /
» created for themselves,” as cynical

_of life.” .

- There may be Whites who think |
“they ‘can go onr as before, but our .
Africans and Coloureds do not.
.They' feel they” have waited too |
long for their “place in the sun.” |

mxsed them  better things, has
alienated the Blacks and,gs in thag
words of Professor Erika Theron, |

point

chefstroom that; whethér or not

Trecent violence, “they did not :
accept the present situation any
longer.” ]

. Against that background this .
newspaper -can - no- longer accept

stanc& Too_man '.of his et
stance oo many of his promises

He . is . not the verligte we

thought him to’be, nor, in spite of
his commanding strength in the

o)

National Party, is he prepared
to use that strength in the interests
of all the people in the land.

Now, with Mr. Vorster and his
Nationalists having nothing more
to offer in the search for solutions
in South' Africa, hope lies only with
those Whites who are prepared to |
talk with the Blacks and, like the
South Westers at the Turnhalle,
are ready to fashion a new future
in amity. There is little point in
hoping for any change in heart on
the part of the Government. Ten

ears of power in 28 years of dom-
ination have not made a new man
of Mr. Vorster and there is not the
time for the making of another
from within Government ranks.

What time there is must be used
by all who care at all to.re-estab-
lish the credibility of Whites. That -
will require men and women 1n and

" out of politics who are committed

to change. New leadership must
be found untainted by sterile party
arguments, for the primary task of
that new leadership will be not only
to re-establish White credibility,
but to convince those Black moder-
ates who are under growing
pressure from extremists that
the:leL ig still some point in talking
at ;
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