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| NTRODUCTI ON

Any serious analysis during a particular period needs to be judged in
the context of situations pertaining at that period of tine. This is
true of a situation where there is an increase in conflict and fight for
national |iberation and that situation is true in the context of the
South African and Southern African situation. Hence any study, partic-
ularly fromactivists needs to be analysed in terns of that situation
bef ore undertaking and printing a study of any nature. That does not
nean that studies generally should not be encouraged no natter how bad,
but in the context of Southi Afgicafit ought to be nore guarded.

The Study of the Indian South African is an exanmple of bad timng,
ill-conceived and certain questionable conclusions arrived at in the
context of the struggle and the role | the people of Indian origin

pl ayed in that struggle. Hence the study does not assist the furthering
oi the struggle for the enancipation of the npst oppressed najority

whi ch includes the other minorities such as the Col oureds and the people
of Indian origin.

The Study does not nention the role the Indian Congress played in

the National liberatory struggle patticularly over the |ast 30 years.
Nei t her does the paper grasp the resistance of the people of I|ndian
origin fromthe late 19th Century onwards. It also fails to nmention the
names of |ndian personalities and their contribution to the nationa
liberatory struggle such as Naicker, Dadoo, Nair etc.

2 (a) CRITIQUE

Definition:

The Study itself starts off with the Declaration of Human Ri ghts

foll owed by the various popul ation data of South Africa. It also include
a breakdown of statistics of the econom cally active persons by occupa-
tional group of Indian South Africans as defined in the pamphlet. The
definition of Indian South Africans is questionable since all persons
born in South Africa irrespective of race, colour or creed are South
Africans. See the Freedom Charter adopted by the Congress of the People,
Kl i ptown 1955 and re-affirned when the External M ssion of the Nationa
Li beratory nmovenent, the ANC, opened its doors to all oppressed sectors
of South Africa’ s population. A better definition for the purposes of
any coherent study should identify the peoples as of Indian origin.

Thus the neani ng becomes much clearer in ternms of South Africa.



2(b) The role of the Beagle of Indian origin and their contribution

made to the struggle.

The peopl e of Indian origin who, because of a different cultura
background, appearance, | ooks etc are part of the oppressed npjority,
and have by and | arge always accepted - particularly in the last 30
years -and identified itself in the struggles against the Wiite nmnority
raci st regimne.

Because of the unique and intense col onial -type exploitation the

col oni ser and the colonised live in the same geographic area. Ruler and
ruled live wthingthe same boundary. The dividing |ine between the

col oni ser and the col onised is colour and race. Hence it is inevitable
that the Wiite raci sts would use | aws and propaganda to divide the
oppressed majority further and in South Africa in a nore brutal inherent
way. Therefor there are laws particularly designed for the Col oureds,
the people of Indian origin and the Africans. (eg G oup Areas Act, the
Pass Laws etc)

South Africans of Indian origin canme to Natal in 1860 as indentur-

ed | abourers and were foll owed by the so-called "passenger |ndians" and
the reasons are well enunciated by the then Lt. Governor of Natal;

"The introduction of a limted nunber of Coolies each year will render
the colonialist | ess dependent than they now are on the Natives, and

be | essening the conpetition will keep down the wages of the Kaffir".
This was only one of a nunber of reasons why the people of Indian origin
were brought in as indentured | abourers. Another prine reason was that
the local Africans refused to work for the Wiite col onisers and the
peopl e of Indian origin were brought in to help the econom c devel opnent
of the Wiite capitalist, colonialist classes.

Fromthe very outset, according tb the thesis by Dr. E. Pahad

"the Devel opnent of Indian Political Mvenent in South Africa 1924-46
"Owing to the colonial heritage the anti-Indian attitudes of Europeans
were deeply ingrained and found expression in statutory restrictions

pl aced on the political, social and econom c advancenent of |ndian people
Therefor the attitude of the White settlers pronpted the people of |,
Indian origin to fight the evils of oppression and form organisations.
Whet her the fight was for a linmted objective is irrelevant, since limt-
ations, as have been proved subsequently, are frpitless. The paper does
not bring out that aspect of the role, influence and contribution of the



of the people of Indian origin to the struggle for National |iberation

I nstead the Study concludes on page 5

"that the extent to which this is understood and acted

upon by themwi |l effect their status in a South Africa

ruled by the najority."

If they, the people of Indian origin, did not understand their own
plight, why is it that the policy of Satyugraha was first tested in
South Africa? Wiy was CGhandi forced to urge people of Indian origin to
non- co- operation? was it not the reasons of subjugation and annihilation
that pronpted the people of Indian origin to formthe Congress Myvenent
when the Natal |ndian Congress was forned in 1894 and the TBIA in 1903.
The people of Indian origin has a long and bitter history of strugga
first against the British colonisers and then against the Wite settler
m nority Governnent when the Union came into existence. Al the policies
and | lws to cajole the people of Indian origin into subm ssion failed,
and then political pressures were applied, and schenes such as repatria-
tion tried. These failed because of the resistance at the tine. It nust
be noted, as in the case of the Africans, that the fight against the

col oniser and white settler was first based on a |l ocal level before
efforts were made to unify and educate the various localities. This was
when the ANC was formed in 1912. In South Africa there was active co-
operation between certain sectors of the progressive people of I|ndian
origin and | eaders of the indigenous African people. This can be traced
back to around and before the 1920’ s.

When in July 1925 the arch exponent of apartheid, Malan, introduce

the "Areas Reservation and Immgration and Registration (Further Provi-
sion) Bill" which was nore damagi ng than the Cass Areas Bill, a neeting
was organi sed under the then noderate | eadership of the NIC on 313t
August 1925. One of the nain speakers at the neeting was Rev. John L.
Dube, a prominent |eader of the ANC, who stated that the Afri_sns knew
what oppression was. A nunber of other ANC | eaders 9% the period
expressed simlar views.

If the insinuations of the Study are to be correctly judged that th
peopl e of Indian origin has played a mninmal role in the National Libera
tory struggle, then how did the Xuma, Dadoo, Naicker pact cone into

exi stence? Wiy did the people of Indian origin join in during the nass
denonstrations and 'stay at hone’ in 1950 organi sed by the ANC?



Why did the people of Indian origin volunteer and participate fully in
the Defiance Canpai gn of 1952; and help to organi se the Congress of the
Peopl e in 1955 where the progranmme of the ANC was adopted? Is it not
correct to point out that the people of Indian origin were arrested

and detained with conrades fromthe other race groups in the fanous
Treason Trial of 19567 Wy is it that during the Sharpew |l e shootings
and subsequent stay-away canpai gns the people of Indian origin partici-
pated fully? If an analysis on political prisoners is made the ratio

per popul ati on of people of Indian origin favour conparably with that of
ot her oppressed groups. Is it not true to say (though the Study does
nention that individual people of Indian origin joined Urkhonto we

Sizwe in their individual capacity but does not strongly state why

the I ndian Congress could not cone out in support) that the people of
Indian origin helped to form formulate and fully participated in the
activities of Unkhonto? It was because of the contribution and participa
tion of the people of Indian origin, the Col oured people and Wite
denocrats from South Africa which pronpted the ANC external M ssion to
throw its doors open to all the races in South Africa who believed in
the policies and programe of the ANC

2(c) Regatriation.

The policy of repatriation failed because of the Satyagraha campaigns in
1904 and 1914 and the opposition to repatriation by the then | eaders
such as Gandhi. This point is not brouhgt out strongly. Therefor the

Uni on Parlianent consisting of the Wiite settler mnority had to bring
in other measures to restrict the novenments of the people of I|ndian
origin. Even financial inducenments could not encourage repatriation

VWhen the Nationalist Party revived the cry for repatriation in the 1948
el ections, whetherd$3tivated by inherent historical prejudices or,as has
been described in the Study, through econom c hecessity, the policy
failed once again and was overwhelmngly rejected. The Study contends on
page 8 that repatriation was through econonic conpetition. This is .

hi ghl y questionable, since Irepatriation as a policy was always a pl oy
on the cards of the colonial exploiters as has been shown by Dr Pahad’s
thesis. It is also contended in the study that 111.1948 "sone of the

| eaders co-operated in the repatriation schenes." Again there is no
substance in the allegation since the | eadership and the spokesnmen of



of thgaaniiirg was in the hands of Dr Nai cker and Dr Dadoo who were

both i i opposed to any formof repatriation. If any so-called

"l eaders” collaborated in the repatriati on scheme they were ignored.
Because of the opposition to and the failure of the Nationali st

raci st Governnent to encourage repatriation they were conpelled to intro
duce the Group Areas Act. Even that Act has not been wholly inpl enented
because of the resistance of the people against it. The linmted success
of the Act was after the true spokesnen of the people of Indian origin
were either inprisoned, banned or exiled. In fact its inplementation was
through coercion. The Group Areas Act was a further extension to subju-
gate the people of Indian origin in the economc, political and cultura
life of the country.

2(d) The Land ggestion.

The people of Indian origin have a long history of struggle but a
paragraph in the Study stipulates after giving exanples of various
Bant ust ans

"I'n such an ideol ogy the Indian South Africans presented no

anormaly. They coul d be easily accommpdated as one nore

nation in the series the apartheid systemwas creating

and hence there was no reason to reject them"

Does this advocate that the people of Indian origin want an"lndi anstan”
within South Africa? If so then this viewis extrieably opposed by the
peopl e of Indian origin and their spokesnmen since their history is one
of resistance and not subm ssion. That paragraph is certainly not the
view of the National |iberatory novenent, the ANC.

2(e) Trade Unions.

The study sets out that Indian workers enjoy a nmeasure of Trade Union
protection. This mght be true only in theory, but in practice no con-
tedbrary person of Indian origin worker enjoys the right to organise
Trade Unions; the right to negotiate wages, the right to secure pernmanent
enpl oyment, the right to negotiate hours and conditions of enploynent.
Even the right to strike is curtailed by a host of |egislation, including
the Internal Security Act, the R otous Assenmbly Act, the Suppression of
Conmuni sm Act. The essence of the South African society as dictated by
the Wiite racists in all spheres of life is to discrimnate and play one
against the other. Divide and Rule. This is also true in its industria



relations policy. A typical exanple is the type of enploynent and the
various wage differentials between workers. Onl yRX repl acenent of the
entire society can the nechanics of Industrial relations be altered.

3. The Future.

The fact of the matter is that the people have refused to register for
el ections of the Indian Council. This is absolute proof of their politi-
cal understanding. To the extent that the South African Govt. had to

i ntroduce | aws to conpel registration. This shows the spirit of resis-
tance and understandi ng of the situation in South Africa.

Peopl e of Indian origin have al ways opposed any formto subjugatet
them and during the last 25 years have |inked thenselves with the

Nati onal Liberatory forces, ANC and have accepted the inevitability of
an armed struggle. Fromits inception of Urkhonto we Sizwe people of

I ndi an origin have joined Unrkhonto we Sizwe. This is to get rid of the
raci st White minority governnent.

They have shown their resistance and solidarity with the African
peopl e in Natal and Transvaal

Their attitude to the proposed new Constitution is regarded as a

j oke by the overwhel m ng peopl e.

Indian activity nust be | ooked at not only in the context of Govern
ment suppression but also in the light of the context of blackmil and
threats of so-called | eaders such as Buthel ezi.

Solidarity of Indian workers in 1973 strikes show a deep understand
ing of the issues and also an indirect acceptance of the inevitable
changes in South Africa.

Solidarity with African conrades was shown in Cctober 1977 when

97 people were detained for holding a protest neeting in Lenasia.

What ever fears they m ght have are planted by the governnment and pupptt
el enent s.

4. Doubts.

Per haps the nost damagi ng aspect of the Study is the foll ow ng paragraph
whi ch speaks for itself:

"The factors hlhibiting Indian participation hitherto have

been decisive in the absence of a visible organised

African resistance and a realisable prospect of change.



Whelthe |iberation noverment is able to provide, any

treluctance to participate, save one, anong |ndian

South Africans will not arise fromtheir position as an

ethnic minority, but will be enconpassed in the genera

probl em of nobilising support.”

It is correct to say that the Study questions the existence of the

vi si bl e organi sed resistance. Yet in her biography she is "a menber of:
the banned African National Congress? Is it not a contradiction that the
author is a nenber of the National Liberation novenent yet questions its
exi stence inside the country.

There were organi sati ons working i nside south afriea which were

working in legality for a limted objective. Even those organi sations,
subh as SASO, BPC etc have been proscri bed.

S. Concl usi ons.

(a) This study seenms to be geared towards Confusing the issue confronting
the oppressed mgpjority.

(b) I't is questioning and denigrating the role which the people of

I ndi an origin has played.

(c) It is geared to get a synpathetic hearing for an oppressed mnority
within the oppressed majority thus creating nore confusions and divi sions
(d) The text of the Study is not in chronol ogi cal order and needs cl ose
scrutiny because one point contradicts another then the other clarifies
a second point.

(e) A study like this one by a"nmenber of the ANC' and a well known nenp
ber of the "Presidents Ofice" gives the inpression that it is a

paper approved by the national |iberatory nmovenent, the ANC.

(f) Any menbers, under present circunstances, nust be obliged to present
such material to the novenment before publication

(3) The Study should be seen in the context of the pertaining situation
The question regarding it should therefor be - what is its contribution
(since it is done by an ANC nenber) to:-

(i) Furtherance of the political understanding of the Indian popul a-
tionand to the struggle of the Black majority in particular



(ii) Howwill the international comunity interpret the paper (see this
in the light of page 8 quotation.)

In other words any analysis on any subject in the present situa-

tion, nmust be approached froma deep political understanding and therefo
neccessitates a closer | ook by the novenent of its present policy of
giving a "free hand" to menbers in the pursuits for narrow indivi dua

ai ms.

The paper has been given wi de publicity by the publishers for var

good reasons. No such publicity has been given for any ANC publicati ons.
The reason for this is that there is a strong streak of dishonesty runn-
i ng through the whol e paper eg although historical, no nention is nmade
of any political personalities who have and are playing a very nagnifi-
cent role in the politics and history of South Africa.

FI NALLY: A glance at sone of the other publications of the Mnority
Rights Goup indicates a bias political attitude. For exanple

(a) Religious minorities in the Soviet Union

(b) Eritrea and the southern Sudan

(c) The Crinmean tartars - Soviet treatnent of National minorities

(d) The Biharts in Bangl adesh

(e) Indiatand the Nagas

(f) The Montagnards of South Vi etnam

(8) The Kurds (lraq)

(h) The Untouchabl es of India

(1) The Arnmeni ans.



