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APO LOGY

The Editorial Board wi shes to apologise to its
readers for the delay in the com ng out of the
second issue of the VO CE OF SOMAFCO. This issue
is a nerger of the second and the third editions.



Victory lies in Organisation

(Editorial)

Qur struggle for National Liberation has entered a
deci sive and crucial stage. W are witnesses and
partici pants to’ nmonmentous events which are

shaping the future of our Motherland. At this stage
it becones nore inperative than ever before that

we students correctly assess our position in the
Education Front which is an integral part of the
Nati onal Liberation Struggle.

Qur people’'s desire for Freedom has catapul ted
themto a wide range of activity which has violently
rocked the boat of Apartheid. Fearing the sinking of
their condemmed boat, the racist governnent has
resorted to naked brutality and legislative terror in a
futile attenpt to douse the revolutionary flanes that
are engul fing South Africa.

Uur front was not inmmune to this reign of terror

as mani fested by the inposing of the draconian
Education Bill, the persecution of students, their

| eaders and out spoken opponents of Pretoria
Educati on policy. The regine has further gone on to
i npose different nmeasures to different locatlities
with the sole objective of bleeding us to death. In
sone cases it has succeeded and in others not.

Like all other fronts in the Liberation Struggle, the
fundanental question that faces us is what is to be
done? The correct answering of this question is the
one that will determine the result of this crucial and
deci sive stage in favour of the revolutionary forces.
The primary task that faces us IS to strengthen the
exi sting student organi sations. W nust direct al
efforts at concretising their mass base. These
organi sati ons where the eneny has nmamnaged to

bl eed them it beconmes a revolutionary duty of ut-
nost i nmportance that we revive them W nust
establish |l ocal branches throughout the country. Cur
organi sati ons rmust establish dynamc relations with
yout h clubs, Christian nmovenments and all other

organi sati ons where students are to be found. Each
and every organisation nust be turned into a vehicle of
strugg/ e.

The battle lines are drawn, let us as a United!
Force fervently work towards executing this task.

We nust establish contact with each other to the:

hi ghest possible levels so as to be in a betteri
position to act in Unity. But we nust NEVER EVER
FORGET THAT WE ARE WORKI NG UNDER CON-

DI TI ONS WHERE ENEMY REPRESSION | S Rl FE

Therefore, our form of organi sation wherever wei

are, should be such that it can wthstand enenyl
repressi on. our organising should not be confined to
the urban areas. |IT MUST BE CARRI ED OVE i TO |

THE RURAL AREAS. Each and every inch of our

Mot herl and nust be turned into a battlefield. W are
one force which has to unite in action.

Anot her of our major tasks is to realise our drive!
for the drawi ng up of an EDUCATI ON CHARTER. Al
sections of our comunity nust play an active part
in the drawing up of this Charter. Discussions nustl
take place throughout the | ength and breadth of our
country. The Education Charter nust be discussed in
yout h cl ubs, Christian Mwvenments and in al

or gani sati ons.

SOMAFCO i s a conponent part of the Educatio

Front. Even here is Somafco di scussions ar.in-
derway on the Education Charter. The views 01
SOMAFCO students will be published in our next’

i ssue. |

A.)

Let us in this year of UNI TED ACTI ON execute



these tasks with revolutionary zeal. Let this be th
year of organi sing ourselves into disciplined organl
of struggle. Let our rallying slogans be: i

| ALL EFFORTS FOR THE EDUCATI ON CHARTERI’ H

EDUCATION IS A RIGHT NOT A PRI VI LEGE



My Students My Conrades

Don

CoHege

This article seeks to | ook at the question of
teacher-student relationship froma SOVAFCO per -

5 ctive. SOVAFCO as an educational institution

5 born in the heat of struggle waged by the

A.N.C. for national and social emancipation of the
peopl e of South Africa. It is therefore an organ of
the Liberation Mvenent, whose function isboth
educational and political

Educati on as a process of systematic training and
devel opnent of the educant pivots to a con-

siderabl e extent on the relationship between the
educat or and educant hinself. How the teacher and
the student relate to each other conditions the very
process of education. Experience has shown that the
nature of this relationship is determ ned by the
soci al system for which an educational institution
oper at es.

School s and ot her educational institutions in

present South Africa operate for the system of

Anart heid. Bantu Education has been endowed with
Ngakane

Comm ssar .

the oppressive and Viol ent character of this

dehumani sing system It is designed to produce

submi ssive Bl acks who are sheepishiy willing to

mai ntain the structures of white supremacy.

Under Bantu Education, teachers who by chance

of history were born first, went through school and
obtained certificates before their pupils, are regar-
ded as superhuman. They are infallible dem -gods
whose business is to talk down to pupils who in

turn nust tacitly accept the word of the teacher and
tow the line. Reginmentation of discipline, in-
timdation and thrashing of pupils is the order of the
day. Teachers are irreproachable | ords who cannot

be questioned even in cases of extrene negligence

of duty.

The true student of SOMAFCO is one who is

mlitantly opposed to the oppressive and ex-
ploitative systemof Apartheid. He is a fighter in the
i beration Movenent who at the same time pursues
academ c studies. The true teacher of SOVAFCO i s

a commtted cadre of the Liberation Mwvenent. He

is a guardian, |eader and fervent political organiser
He fights daily in the classroom neetinghalis,
production fields, sporting activities etc. the apar-
theid - inmperialist ideology. In its place he seeks
and strives to incuicate a progresswe, humane and

i berating ideol ogy.

The teacher and student of SOVAFCO are indeed
conrades. They are united and endeared to each

ot her by their common commtnent to the noble

cause of liberation. The teacher sees in the student
a weapon of struggle in the nmaking. The student in
turn sees in the teacher a fellow fighter who by vir-
tue of nore know edge inmparts to himexperienoe

that is vital in tackling the daily problems of their
struggl e.

It isinplied in the foregoing exposition that the
teacher is well-disciplined, honest, considerate and
principled. He nust dispose of a profound and cl ear
political know edge. To nmould characters and forge
real weapons of struggle these qualities are in-

di spensi bl e.



Keenness and willingness to | earn and a strong

sense of purpose on the part of the student
strengthens and pronotes the relationship. The
student nust understand that he is an activist and
fighter even inspite of the teacher.

I ne teacher and student should not only neet

and comunicate in formal situations. They should

m x and consort with each other freely outside

cl assroonms and neetings. They should eat, play

sports and games together. This offers an op-
portunity to both to be well-acquainted with each
other’'s daily cares and wants. Extrene care should

be taken however, by both to ensure that this

rel ati onshi p does not degenarate into a norally
corrupt one.

It is not the duty of the teacher al one to nmmke
schooling a pl easant occupation. The student has a
substantial contribution to make towards naking the
Bant u Educati on

Taeke Mrathi (Form V)

Educati on should ensure the full well-being and

free allround deyel opnent for all nenbers of

society. Its main objectives should be to produce a
creatively active man striving for self-perfection. It
shoul d equip the youth with deep and solid

know edge of the fundanmental s of science,

preparing themfor future active participation in
productive | abour and social work; to enable them

to nake a conscious choi ce of profession or trade.

On the contrary, in racist South Africa (SA), like in
all colonical systems, education is characterised by
i nequality. Education, to an African child, is ained at
preparing himto play a subordinate role to that of a
white child - whose education, prepares himfor a
life of dom nancy.

Prior to the com ng into power of the fascist
Nationalist Party (N.P.) in 1948, nainly due to the

| egacy left by British rule, education was not based
.,on colour. But, the NP. changed education struc-
ture and designed interior education for Africans,
now known as Bantu Education (B.E.) The aimof B.E.

| was el oquently expressed by its achitect H F.

. Verwoerd by these words:

2

school day a fruitful and enjoyabl e experience. He is
a participant in the educational process. H's views;
and opi nions are recogni sed and taken into con-
sideration. The teacher nust come to terms with the
fact that sonetines or quite often students by in-
tuition can have a better grasp of things than him [|fll
necessary care is exercised, this Principle can apply 5
wi t hout underm ning the position of the teacher as
the director of the educational process.

United Action

Don Ngakane

Col | ege Commi ssar

VWhen | have control of Native Education, | wll
reformit so that Natives will be taught from

chil dhood to realize that equality with

Eur opeans is not for them People who believe

in equality are not desirable good teachers for
Natives. .’ |

Wth its inception in 1954 M ssion school s which
were not prepared to offer Bantu Education were |

| ater not subsidised by the State. They were or-
dered to register and were subjected to rigid depart-
nmental Control with regards to svllabuses, further
their own exam nations and certificates were not
recogni sed. Provincial education was brought intO1
one department. This marked t he begi nning of the
crude ideol ogi cal enslavenent of the africans



ooupl edwi th provi Slon for an adequate supply of;
African Labour with just sufficient education to
qualify it to occupy the poorest positions of the
unskill ed and sem -skilled | abourers. Though OUr °’
peopl e were stripped of the rights to equal
education, the words "There is no place for him
(the Bantu) in the Europeans conmunitv above the



| evel of certain forns of |abour For that reason it
iis of no avail for himto receive a training which has
its aimabsorption in-the European community Un-
3ftil now he has been subjectkto a school system

Wi ch drew himaway fromhis own community and

m sl ed him by showi ng hi mthe green pastures of

t he European Society in which he is not allowed to
graze" could not go unchall enged. The introduction

| ay ahead.

April 1955 saw mass boycott of Bantu Education

by Africans - a Boycott which resulted in severa
www en ot sdwool goi ng rage being with;

drawn from nschool’ and hundreds of teachers
resigning in protests. The Africen National Congress
(ANC) and its allies ran alternative education
br.ames. Cultural Cubs and Church Buil di ngs

were used 'as schools to inplenent this programe.
The eneny, realising the effectiveness of the
)oycotts, harrased those who ran these school s

and forced themto close by banning such in-
stitutions and detaining those organising them

The banning of the AN C in 1960, "did not mark

the end of the struggle against this inferior educa-
tion. Towalys the closing of the decade

: W& saw student organi sations namely African

St udent Associ ations (ASA), South African Student

| aragani sati on (SASO), South African Student

Vi ovenent (SASM; being formed, nm main func-

tions were to organise; politicise and nobilise they
Jvni or Secondary Schools - to organise theminto

| Detter detatchnents in the struggle against this evi
_ducation and all racist |aws.

ki hThe begi nning of the seventies experienced scat-
tered boycotts by students through the |ength and
Steadth of our country, their cry was "NO to Bantu

I gducationi". in the mdst of these struggles, the
nm ey sought new ways to entrench itself. It in-

i’ 1okiuoed Afrikaans as a nmedium of instruction in
;choois. This nove served as a catal yst to maxe
.tudents protest agai nst Bantu Education. On the
ri6th June 1976, thousands of Students in Soweto
OOK to the streets with placards demandi ng an
,ducation of better quality. Innocent and unarmed

"6 were net with brutal reaction by the regine.

ref 8. E. marked the beginning of bitter struggles they I
| Psn Students in both Universities, Senior and

We were nurdered in cold blood and many of us

were | eft wounded. Despite all these brutalities, the
boycotts spread like wild flre throughout the coun-
try.

In response to this, the eneny arrested many of

us, tertured and killed sonme in detention. Qhers
were forced into exile with the banning of al
political organisations and student organisations |ike
SASO, SASM and SSRC.

Due to the continual pressures exerted on the

regi me by student boycotts, teacher/parent

del egations and the churches, the regineb in an at-
tenmpt to appease these forces, changed the nane

B.E. to Departnment of Education andi Train'ing - The
Educati on Content remai hed unchanged. Community
schools in "Troubl ed Areas" were declared States
School s, eurtailing students participation in politics.
The increase in shortage of teachers, partly

i nherited. and partly caused by teachers who had
resigned in protest, was replaced by gun-totting
service nmen. The sane people. who nmurdered us in-

di scrimnately during the uprisings.

To suppress further school boycotts that spread

in 1980, the reginme has introduced an education Bil
whi ch stipulates that: -



(8) Children above the age’ of seven years can 110
| onger be accepted as first year schoiars in

any school

(5) Those above the age of eighteen years

(18yrs) (in practice, its sixteen years (16) can

no | onger be accepted in Junior Secondary

School s.

(c) Those above 21 years (in practice, 20 years)

can nol onger be accepted in Senior Secondary

School s.

This is coupled with nore stringent neasures; for

admi ssion in schools. Despite all these restrictions

the Bill nakes provision for those who are favoweo

by the authorities to be admitted.

Wth this new threat in the background, and h

response to Cde Mandela’'s call from Robben Islan

that: -

"Between the anvil of united mass action and

the hamrer of armed struggle we shall crangg

the white minority reginme"



The students, workers, academicians, and that will prepare the youth to be better workers
t

educationists are rallying together in United Action the future and enable themto take p
art in al

to draw an Education Charter. This charter is to em spheres Of |ife. Forward to a people
's Governnent!

body the demands for a non-racial education system

HAIL; 4

mnylls

v

(A

The witing on the wall says it c/ear/x enough. "This was an exhibition of" the Primary S
chool art work, which

coincided with the sitting of the m Educati on Council in SOVAFCO J

7
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My Experiences in Detention

Phuneza

For m VI

It is well known that the heroic June 16

upri sings ushered in a wave of repression and
harassnment of people throughout the country.
Thousands were detained, tortured, inprisoned

and some nurdered in detention. Herein, we

begin to publisha series of articles witten by
SOVAFCO st udents about their experiences in

the notorious racist Pretoria dungeons.

| was first detained on the 22nd Julv 1980 after
had participated in a mass boycott of Bantu

Ed tion three days earlier, under the CGeneral Law
A ndment Act which allows for one to be

det ai ned for 180 days without trial whilst ine
vestigations by the policy are under way. | was
very fortunate to be rel eased after 14 days due to
| ack of evidence.

My second detention was on the | 1th August the
same year after | had chaired a neeting of protest
agai nst Bantu Education. Seven other students were
arrested with ne. W were taken to the Mlant sane
Police Station where we were detai ned under the
Procl amati on R252 which allows one to be

detai ned for 90 days withQut trial (the period of
detention can be extended indefinater by the so
called Mnister of Justice.)

n arrival at the police station, a "guard of honour
w formed for us by sjanmbok - wi el ding policenen.

As we went through it, we were severely

brutalised, up until the charge office where we were
led linmping and wounded to the security branch
(8.3.) offices. On arrival there | was recognised to be
the one released a fortnight ago. This was enough
to agitate the wath of the sadistic S.B' s who
accused me of being the "ring-leader" of the schoo
boycotts. | was then dragged into another office
where | was further kicked, clapped, sjanboked and
choked for’denying it. Due to the assaults |I finally
| ost consci ousness.

On regai ning consci ousness | heard screans of

the other seven emanating fromother offices. W
were all finally brought together and taken to the
cells.

At about 6amthe follow ng norning we were

woken up by a bunch of policenen who took ne for
interrogation. It surfaced that the interrogati on was
to find out who did I think had burnt a school the
previ ous evening. Wen | could provide no answer

to that, since |l was in the cells at the tine, | was
agai n assaulted. Wen this did not produce the
di asired answers, | was handcuffed fromthe back

and asphyxated with a car tube, Stars shot up in ny
head and | blacked out. This did not end there.

Each tinme | came round, | underwent the sane or-
deal . After about six to seven hours of continual in-
terrogation and torture | was dragged back to the
cells for | had difficulties in walking. By this tine, |
was swol | en, bruised and bl eedi ng.

Due to injuries sustained during interrogation, that
night | fainted in the cell. | later leanmed that ny
col | eagues in the ca" banged the door and called

the police. They came | ooked at nme and | eft.

Around mdnight, | was taken to the hospital where

| regai ned consci ousness. No doubt that this was

del i berately done so that people should not see ne.

| stayed at the hospital overnight and was taken
away, agai nst doctors orders, back to the cells.
Fromtine to tine, in the evenings, | was taken to
an unsynpat hetic doctor who only adm nistered in-



jections and aspirins. He did not listen to ny com
plaints other than treating ne for what he saw.
Sonehow i nformati on had | eaked out that | was
seriously tortured and was injured. To cover up, the
police spread word that | got injured whilst trying to
junp over a fence evading arrest. About six weeks

| ater the other seven were rel eased gradually and
they informed ny parents who then, with the

assi stance of |awyers, instituted charges of assaults
agai nst the police. Affidavits were taken fromny
former cell mates. Wen the assault case was due

to be heard in court, it had to be adjourned since ny
attorney could not conSult with me. (The Act does

not provide for a detainee to consult with his own
attorney, preacher, doctor etc., other than one’s in-
terrogators who are the police). Even his application
in court to see ne was turned down.

About a nonth later, | too, was rel eased w thout

any charges being prefered against nme by the State.
therefore, consulted with ny attorney and ny

assault case against the police continued. \When ny



medi cal file fromthe hospital was sought, it was
found to be missing and could not be traced. Again
the case had 'to be adjourned.

During the adjournnent, | was subtlely harrassed

by the police. They would cone at all odd hours of
the night to our house just to ransack it then order
M

Educati on and Production

Andi | e

Education is an inmportant front in our Liberation
Struggle. A given educational systemeither
reproduces the old order with all its inequalities, in-
justices and hierarchies or, if linked with the
struggle for transformation of a society, pronotes
the process of revolutionary changes.

Apartheid in South Africa pursues and practices
educational systens in conformty with its ex-

pl oitative objectives. The African National Congress
views education (formal and informal) as central to
our struggle. At the same tine enphasizes that
education shoul d al ways serve the needs of our
struggl e ano our peopl e:

Under the apartheid educational systens there is

a conpi ete demarcati on between books and prac-

tical life. The new South African society envi saged
by the ANC as outlined in the Freedom Charter will
never be realised unless education is conbined with
production and obtained in the struggle.

M ubat ha

ne to report to the sanme police station and to ti
same policenen who had tortured ne. The sen

fate of detention befell H ntsa Siw sa, who was m
attorney. To me, this was enough to force ne in
exile. | was no |longer prepared to |live under Apa

t hei d.

Somaf co whi ch provides an alternative educat 6z
towards that of the racist regime is involved in 3
process of elimnating the gap between manual anct
mental labour. it is here that we as students have
voluntarily attached ourselves to various productionl
units such as electrical, carpentry, agricultura
departnents. etc.

| and other students are involved in thj

agricul tural production unit which has various sec
tions, namely horticulture, crop fields, piggery.
poultry and cattle husbandry. | ampresently the ac
ting head of the poultry section. |I joined this sectib
in 1981. It was at the tinme headed by the latel Cd
El i as Rasego. | was, therefore, assigned to be th
acting head of the poultry section. It was during th
period that | was joined by other students.

The first thing that dawned to ne was that | ha
further responsibility which needed to be execute
with revolutionary ieal whilst not neglecting m
studi es. The task of the poultry unit was and still
to provide the ANC conmunity with eggs. Needl es

to saw when they no |longer lay, we eat the fow s.

In the beginning | had problens. Wen in class, 8

times, | would ask nysel f whether the chicken
were fed. During short-breaks | would take ny bik
and quickly ride to work to see if all was still well.

The success in my responsibility is greatly indebted
to the assistance offered to ne by ny conrades

who are pernanently attached to the unit.

During school days | work for three hours afte

school and during the holidays and weekends 3

work full tine.

VWhenever | have tine, | pay working visits to

ot her sections in the agricultural departnent. | |earn
sonet hing fromthese sections too because | al so



take agricultural science as one of mnmy subjects. lbis
ooncneti zes ny theoretical |earning, broadens and
develops ny interest in this field. Mreover, it
enables nme to excell wheneyer we are given
projects. To say the least it is great fun to work
wi th the chickens.
My voluntary attachenent to this unit and of
others to production units is the practical realisation
of the ANC educational policy which ains at
Solidarity
speech
destroying the artificial barrier between nental and
manual |abour. It is also in conformity with the ANC
, Youth Mdtto, which states that we must WORK,
PRODUCE, LEARN
Forward to the realisation of our notto.
Long live the ANC Educati on and production
pr ogr anme
on the
Dexecution of the Mroka Three;
9th June 1983
In this hour of the execution of 3 of our conrades
| would like to say a few words on behal f of the
Dutch Anti-Apartheid Myvenent.
It is obvious what the ains behind the recent
noverments of the fascist regime in Pretoria are. On
the one hand by comuting the death sentences of
conr ades Tsot sobe, Shabangu and Mise into |ife-
i mprisonnment the racists try to save their face
towards the world comunity, on the other hand by
nmur deri ng Marcus Mot aung, Sinon Mbgoerane and
(y Mosololi they try to strike fear within the

ks of the liberation novenent.
But they won’t succeed; on the contrary. This
execution will only strengthen the will of the South
African people to continue and futher the struggle
for liberation.
In this struggle the ANC is supoorted by a | arge
and i ncreasi ng nunber of people all over the world.
At the presentl nonment, during this nmeeting, in
many places in Holland vigils are held in protest
agai nst the nurder of our 3 MK-fighters, | can assure
you that, conrades.
Ever since the death sentences were nade
known the Anti-Apartheid Movenent has put
pressure on the Dutch governnent to take al
necessary steps in order to save the lives of the six
freedomfighters. Meanwhile the Anti-Apartheid
Movenent has been and still is nmobilising the Dutch
people to increase their support for the African
Nati onal Congress. | can assure you conrades, this
execution wi |l broaden and strengthen the support
and solidarity of the Dutch people fer the struggle
-for a free _and denocratic South Africa.
AAmandl al Ngawet hol
Maat | al Kea Rona!
VHY' | bUVEI KkAfrl ka’ dl
By the Dutch Solidarity G oup



The Enemnry Manouvr es;

Andr ew Nhl apo

FormV

Once nore the South African people are ex-

peri enci ng another dirty nove nmade by the raci st
regi me of introducing the socalled "G fted Student"
programme. Apart fromthe other destructive action
of Apartheid South Africa' s regime, it has al so | aun-
ched an of fensive on African education. Education
for blacks in South Africa is a privilege not a right as
was stated by H F. Verwoerd in the past when in-
troduci ng Bantu Education. (B.E.)

The past and the present racist regi me have made

it a point that what he said is carried out. However,
the capitalist node of production demands that

nore bl acks should be trained in the skills that were
previously reserved for whites. In order for it to
keep its super profit on the sane scal e and hi gher
cheap | abour nust be given the first priority.

To ensure that they getaa regular supply of cheap

| abour fromthe few educated bl acks, the regine in-
troduced the so-ealled "G fted Student" progranme
which only gives to a selected few of our people an
"opportunity to be educated." This progranme has

been | ong introducedgthe oniy difference is that

nore and nore peopte are being recruited.

It has al so becone a necessity to the Botha-

Mal an racist reginme to see to the anl argenent of

this group in order to create a black middle class. A
M ddle Class that wili be on the opposite side of the
Li beration Struggl e.

It is worth mentioning that those sponsored under
this progranme, a proper investigation about their
activities in politics is carried out by their sponsors
Private conpanies like |.B.M Anglo-Anerican,

Si emrens, BMW and so on and gover nnment owned
conpani es have beconme part and parcel of this en-
tangl enment of sponsoring the "G fted Student”

pr ogr amres.

After conpleting their studies, ithese conpanies

nmake jobs and houses available to them The

houses are provided on a scheme of ninenty nine

years | ease hold and conpany cars are al so of fered

to them To be provided with a house and a com

pany car at an early stage, noreover when people

wait so iong to get those match box houses, is suf-
ficient to keep one far frompolitics, apart fromthe
salaries they get. Their salaries are higher as com]
pared to the other ordinary workers. Al these "of-
fers" conpel themto do a double check if they are

to enmbark on an action oriented form of protesti

agai nst their enpl oyers.

Such an enpl oyee, even if he has joined a

progressive 'trade Uni on, when the situation
necessitates that action should be taken, he w
strive not to be anongst those in the fore-front. it
becomes a very pathetic situation if, anobngst the

| eadership of the said union, there are people of this
nature. Worse when they are dom nant. Wen such
peopl e conme to the fore-front theirs is to danpen

the mlitancy of the workers.

Anot her destructive el ement about the "G fted
Student" progranme is that it nakes them have a
feeling that they are superior to their fellow
ool | egues. Unnecessary attitude sand divisions

enmer ge anong student. One of my contentions

about this destructive programme is that it breeds

di vi si on as engi neered by the racist regine.

I will not have done justice by |eaving out the

fact that sone of these 'IGfted Students" are m

to serve in the Bantustans after conpletion of their



studies. Their service takes place in nany aspects.
They serve as admi nistrators, lectureis, |awers,
magi strates, agriculturists and so on

It is an indisputed fact that in any socnety you do
"find few people who are nore capable than others
in different careers or occupations. But in South
Africa, if you are not anobngst the so-called gifted
students, and your parents cannot take you to
school, you automatically becone hopeless in the
society. Actually, this is one of the factors that
contribute to the increasing nunber of many young
bl ack South Africans loitering in the streets.

The A N.C.’s education programe is guided bY

the eighth clause in the Freedom Charter which
reads thus : The Doors of Learning and Culture Shall -
be Opened to All. This is eitected in SOMAFCO, an
ANC school



Desputing the fact that in any society you do find
peopl e who are nore capable than the others

woul d be unrealistic. SOVMAFCO does have such
students, but they are given the tasks of uplifting
the standard of the others. Students form study
groups especially in areas where they are weak.

W sonetines have educational contests - but their
purpose is to lift the educational standard of! the
00mmunity, for our people in Sodth AfriCa and for
the betterment of mankind. These contests, are not
ai ned at devel opi ng individuals for their own
selfish interests.

In conclusion, it is ny desire that all those who
hope to be anpbngst the "Chosen few' so.called
"gifted students” refrain fromthe thinking. The G f-
ted Students Programme is not for the betternent of
our society but for the individuals interests. This,
1

system breeds opportuni sm individualismand

"many ot her reactionary tendencies which are and

wi Il never be in our peoples interests.
Amanda - Maatl a

A. Nhlapo. r

| SOVAFCO.

55,. 7h; ' 2 ' - e, e.

| Editors note;

The above article makes an interesting ob- _

3ervaf on at the P_ragramme for G fted Students. No e
doubt there are different views on this s_ubject The
,668rd therefore, appeals to all its readersgo wite
and say their views. We hope to keep this as an on-
goi ng di scussi on.



Speech on behal f of the Young-

Worren’ s Section, SOMAFCO

on the occasion of South

African Wnen's Day, 1983

Young worren of our country, so nuch has been

done by our forebears and yet there is still even

nore to be done in reiation to the beat of our

struggle. Qur section being part of the cream of our

revol ution, the youth, we shoul der neasures of

responsibility of freeing our nother |and.

The past has shown our unttinehing stag.

towards our revolution through wonen Iike

Mangoyi, Charlotte Maxeke and Ruth First. They

wer e worren of great power and determ nation

Worren with tangi bl e prerequisites. Thev spared no

effort in enhancing our struggle to rid their fell ow

worren of national oppression, from being Op-

pressed as cheap | abour andyes wonen in am ev

contolied society.

They al ways encouraged their fell ow conrades

eveh When their lives were at stake in the hands of

Conrade Chair, |eaders of the African National the TanSts- Wiy can’t we endeavour t0_ mak
e nore

Congress in East Africa, distinguished guests, sacntices and |staunchly devote our |ives
to the

,mrades and friends, | greet you on this day of revolution. Lets "Ot retreat!

struggl e of the wonenyof South Africa on belhalf of Let’s do away with egoism w th nepot
isma

the Young Wonen's Section of the Solonbn all other weaknesses. Let’'s gather confidence
Mahl angu Freedom 00"899- youth and ride high towards our goal

Grls fromthe Primary School section of the Sol onon Mah/angu Freedom Col | ege presenting
a play b53886

on the role of wonen during the celebration of the South African Wnen's Day, 9th August.
a.



When the ANC was forned a | oyalty of an new

type was born in the creation of a new society; a
non-tribal loyalty, a loyalty which was inherently
anti-colonial and would in the course of tine
devel op to becone non-ethnic, non-racial and anti-

i mperialist; thus let's strengthen our |iberation
noverment with a | eadership that has stood the test

of time.

Al wonmen who were and are in the ranks of our
noverent rid thensel ves of ignorance They

defined and set goals. And this can only be

achi eved through strict discipline and taking stock of
this necessity. Loose conduct, deliberate anarchy
-will delay our struggle. |I'’m addressing nyself to
those of us who are still being swept away by

lu urious inclinations, whose treasure is but all that
Iv'. es with the withering reactionary racist rule.
Let’s val ue our nation, not ourselves. Cur

prerequi site nust be the national denands en-

shrined in our Freedom Charter.

i Let’'s do away with destructive noves that may

deter the concentration of those who are dancing to
the tune of our revolution. Qur confrontations shoul d
solely and only be directed to our eneny. Let’'s do
away with despising the efforts by others towards
:our freedom

Most outstanding, in 1949 our youth did not

hesitate to bol ster our novenent and up to today

the call still stands to direct Qur masses, to consider
If. role we have to play in our struggle for nationa
i beration, the advancenent of our struggle and the
rapidly unfolding situation in the country, placing
,ourselves in proper perspective.

We "know that we are that part of the youth op-
pressed as workers and as students. For those who
are workers, much is in your control, Your par-
ticipation in the |liberation novenent can bring a
speedy victory.

It’s a nost comrendabl e stand the youth has

taken of constituting the majority of the people’'s
arny, Unkhonto we Siwe, which is acknow edged

as a skilful, trained and courageous force capabl e of
attacking the eneny’s prestigious and vital in-
stall ati ons and bases. 7

Fromthis premise in this year of United Action,

we nust revitalise our canpaigns, join the nassive
wor | d peace novenent, intensify our resistance,
 aunch nore of fensives and above all gather ad
ditional forces for the final onslaught and defeat of
raci smand faecismin our bel oved country. Like
Nam bi ans and Vi et nanmese heroins, let’s grow fir-
mer.

We shall commit ourselves to an ideal which

rather than being rooted in wi shful thinking foresees
a non-raci al denocratic society which can only be

br ought about through hard struggl e.

Let’s discard those inperialist |lies and involve
ourselves nore in the politics of our novenent in

all our activities here. Let’s preserve our lives for
our people, not for donestic trifles. Let's |earn nore,
wont nore and |live better.

United Action !

Amandl a !

By Mat habo Magugu
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AH M ED KATH RADA

A PROFI LE

Born on August 21, 1929 at Schwei zer Reneke,
Transvaal , Ahnmed Kat hrada came to Johannesburg

for schooling in 1938 and went as far as

matricul ation. In 1939 he cane under the politica
i nfluence of Dr. Dadoo and the two Cachalia

brot hers, Yusuf and Mul vi. He began active
political work in 1941 at the age of 12.

In 1946 at the age 0Ot 17, Kathrada gave up
schooling to do full work in the offices of the
Passi ve Re3istance Council which conducted the
resi stance novenent in Natal and Transvaal agai nst
unjust land laws affecting the Indians Over 2,000
I ndi ans were inprisoned. He served his first prison
sentence of one nonth in 8 Durban jail in Decenber
1946 as a passive resisterc The of fence conmitted
was occupation of a piece of |and set aside for
VWi tes only
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After serving his sentence he continued his ful
time political work and took active part in can
pai gnsi He cane into contact with various | eade
such as Mandel a, Sisqu, Marks, Dr Xuma. In 195

he enrolled at the Universny of the Wtwatersran
to take a BA. degree but gave up a few nonth

| ater because he was elected to go to the Wrl
Youth Festival in Berlin. He was sent by the 1
svaal Indian Youth Congress. In Berlin he was elec
ted | eader of the delegation of 65 South African ¢
all races.

After the Festival he represented the Students

Li beral Association (Wts University) at tht
Congress of the International Union of Students i
Warsaw. He was then invited to work at the
headquarters of the Wirld Federation of Denpcratit
Yout h (WFDY) in Budapest where he renmined to

ni ne nonths. He says about this period:

"During my stay in Europe | visited the Auschwit;
Concentration Canp in Poland which left a strong
and lasting inpression on nmy mnd. It forceux
denonstrated the effect of racialismand nmade
nore convinced than ever of the urgent need tc
eradi cate the poison of racial suprenmacy which was
already growing to alarm ng proportions in ny
country"

In 1952 Kathrada returend to South Africa anc
soon becane involved in the Defiance Canpaign ir
whi ch about 9,000 volunteers were inprisonec

t hroughout the country. He Was arrested and con-
victed to 9 nonths.

In 1953 he was elected to the Executive Com
mttee Of WFDY in absentia. Ahnmed Kat hrada, the
hard worker, held positions in the follow ng
organi sations: Indian Congress, |ndian Youtt
Congress, Peace Council, Youth Festival Committee
Joint Committee of YOuth Organisations, etc.



In 1954 he was served with banning orders In 1956 he was arrested on a charge of Hi gh

which forced himto resign fromall the Treason and was only discharged in 1961. In 1962
organi sati ons he belonged to, 39 in all. He was he was placed under house arrest and in 1
963 went

prohi bited from attendi ng gatherings. V underground.

In 1955 he took an active part in starting the Cen- He was arrested at Hivonia and is now
serving

tral Indian H gh School, a private school catering for life inprisonnent on Robben Island

I ndi an children from Johannesburg who were being

forced to travel 20 miles a day to attend school in

Lenasia, which was at the tine just bare veld. He

was full time secretary of the Central .Indian High

School Parents’ Association until the Treason Trial. P.S. Presently he is doing his honou
rs in Hstory.

(Taken From SECHABA)

1"?



OBl TUARY

ANDRE

( Chooksi e)

On the afternoon of April 12th 1983, the African
Nati onal Congress and the oppressed people of
South Africa lost, in the words of Conrade Stanley
Mabi zel a, African National Congress’ Chief

Representative in East Africa, | a Cader who was
al nost the exanple of the type of person the ANC
hopes to produce here in SOMAFCO,’ _ First on the

Pen and First on the spade. He died of brain
haenorrhage due to hypertension on his way to
hospital. This is Conrade Andile Nteyi, afe
fectionately known as ' Chooksi e’

He was born in Nyanga, Cape Town in 1960. He
started schooling around Nyanga and conpl eted his
Juni or Secondary education. at Peal ton Junior
Secondary School, Due to problens he encountered
around his location his parents sent himto King

Wl lianmstown, in D nbaza, where he continued

with his studies at Kuyasa Seni or Secondary Schoo
until 1979.

He returned to Capetown and joi ned the Cape

Ti mes newspaper as a journalist and did his beat
around the Western Cape region, i.e. Wrcester,
Paarl, Ceorge etc, as a crime reporter. It was during
this time that he correctly identified the root causes
of the high rate Ot crinme anongst Qur people and he
sought tr: correct them

The 1980Medi a Workers’ Associ ati on of South

Africa strike which spread to the Cape was the

cul mnation of his turning point into politics, where
he was very active. No sooner had the strike ended,
than the student boycotts agai nst Bantu education
flared into the open. He nobilised and gal vani sed
the students within the Wst Cape into action
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NTEYI

hei ghtening their political conciousness an

awar eness. His views found expression in th
newspapers as he bublicised the boycotts. It wa
with this that he drew the wath of the racist regim
and was forced into exile. On his arrival here i
SOMAFCO, in January this year, he was adm A

into the FormV class. H's sharp sense of hu

warnth and jovial nmood won the hearts and m nd

of all - teachers, students and workers. |n Februari
he joined the DIP and was al so co-opted into th
Editorial Board of this journal where he wa

unani nously el ected chairperson of the Board.

the sanme tine he co-founded the Samafco Hi stor

Soci ety.

Hi s being charged with such tasks was indicativ

of his commttment to the struggle, the high sens

of responsibility and the strong initiative h

di spl ayed.

Ni

We, the Students, the Principal, Staff, DIP and thtrl
wor kers of SOVAFCO express our heartfelt conJ

dol ences and deepest synpathies to the fariy
relatives and friends

We di p our Revol utionary Banner in Salute. -

Hs was the life of a youth who correctly un
derstood the words of the late | Vlalunme Kotantt
when he sai d:

tIn this hour of deStiny your country, and yCui
peopl e need you. The future is yours and it will be
what you make of it’



THAN K YOU MAKHGSI

There they stand bound in chains Your w sh

G ants To rid for ever our |and

G ants whose fury still reigns suprenme The | and that your fathers fathered

They who link old times to the present O this deadly beast

They who stand between yesterday and today Siyabul el a Makhos

G ants who carried Makana spirit across the ages

And cast is Upon young Mahl angu’ s soul Sikhathel e we have been harrassed3)

They who stand a bridge By this devil an octupus

Bet ween A d Moshweshwe and young Mbogoerane Wiose tentacles spread to | ands afar

They who prepared a table for Sekhukhuni Killing and nainmng there and there

And beckoned young Mosololi to the sane table Sons and daughters of the soi

T.Y WhO drove the train that carried Cetshwayo Till the whole world was littered with the
ir corpse

And centuries | ater passengered young Mdtaung Martyrs

G ants now cheesed between Pretoria’s grey walls And | over their desoul ed bodi es swear
Si yabul el a t hanks Makhosi To pity ny sister for her ignorance

To hate ny brother for his nobderacy

To kill my father for his collaboration

There they stand unable to nove Yes; to rid the | and of the usurpers forever

Tigers O perish in the attenpt

Tigers caged in Pretoria’s dungeons Siyabonga thanks once nore

They that erected that vol cano

The vol cano that erupted yesterday

Spitting lava into the eneny’s eyes

And bl inded himto blunders today

Trenors that acted yesterday

And South Africa was shaken to this day

T.emai n shaken for ages to cone

BY STEVE NKUTHA

TANZANI A AUGUST 1983

.7 ' - Dedicated to the Peoples’ |eaders nost of whom

T " their Wshes. becane true have now spent int he Fascist Pretoria riginme’'s

And their work in their world be done dungeons over twenty years.

Thanks Makhos

1) Makhosi - Kings

2) Siyabulela _ W Thank You

Si ani bo a enerat’ons later

y I ng g’ 3) Sikhathele - W Are Tired

We, after many before us

That you have charged with this noble task

To search and elimnate them.

That tenpered with the destructive nature

Of your innernosts

We who row nmthe seear
Thi s

The spear trf-r shone 2:
Now if: nm grin’

Not AM: .i 3-: I'"f'irvii'mt
U



Freedonis child

You have been denied too | ong
Fill your lungs and cry rage
Yeuw not going to grow up
Wth segregated schooling

And sitting on the floor



