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M eki m_isihformed on
'AIDS drugs, says expert .

% Simon Barber are as dmngérous 10 health s the things °

Washington Commener 5 the are supposed to treat”, i
o - Witshington Cormaspondent T US health department “strongly..”
** US GUIDELINES for treating HIV/AIDS do advocates antiretroviral drugs for pa- i,

.. ot support P'resident Tha rMbckl‘s de- tients who qualif by the criteria that are
= clslon to deny antjretrovira drugs to SA  gpated inthe guldelines,” Bartlett wrote. .-

% paticnts in the pubfic health system, the Qualllying candidates are Jdentiffed '

cochalrman of the commitiee which o the uidelines as “all patlems with H
* drew up the guldelines {or the US health acute HIV gyndrome, those within slx i .
- tdepartment f1as said. months of HIV seroconversion, and all ¥
... Dr John Bartlett — who with Dy An- atients with symptoms ascribed to HiV
.2 thony Fauel of the Natlonal Institutes of  inlection.” Asymplomatic  patlents ;
* i Health heads the panel of experts re-  should also recelve antlretrovirals Jif

ik sw‘mnslble for the recommendations their immune cefl counts fall below a cer.

heki has cited In defence of govern-  tain level, the guidelines state,

z ment’s stance on antiretroviral druga — “This has been a miracle form of ther-
¥ wrote: “1 expect that this decision re- apy that has resulted n a 60% 10 80%, d

“lects elther misinformation or a blas  reduction In AlDS-refated deaths, hospl- ;.

- that has no scientific foundation”, tallsatlons, and other complications re -
Bartlett, head of the Infections dis- lated to 1IV,” Bartlelt wrote. “Fhese e

ense divislon of John IHopkins university drugs, like all drugs, have side cffects [
medical school In Baltimore, was re. that need to be dealt with, The good out-
spanding by o-mail to a request for com- welghs the bad and'It's not close. 1 don't
ment on Mbok('s tlefence of his AIDS pol- know of any respected physician who

Icy in Parliament last month, would cleter the use of these drugs pa- i
A spakesiman for Fauct referred Busk- tients with AIDS because of slde cifects,”
ness Day to Bartlett for reaction to Mbe- Bartlett sald that while he would not

ki's use of the guidelines. Mbekl said Bov-  [eel comfoftable speaking for the entire
ernment’s denial of antiretrovirals to PA-— panel without Its specific approval, ‘it
tients who cannot obtain them privately  would be very sale to sa“lmt thé rnncl e
was supported by (he guldelines, specil- strongly belleves In the benefits o antl-
leally “where they have sald these drugs retroviral therapy”, B
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* ANC pushes for
speedy merger

i By Khangale Makhade
" Political Correspondent

. WORKING groups alminp to foster a
- working relationship  botween (e

~. African Natlonal Congress (ANC) amt

~ the New National Party (NNP) should
meel urgently o expedite the envisaged
. cooperation between (e two partles,

"~ The decision was faken m the

wi weekend by an ANC speelal national

executive committee meeting called 1o

7 iterrogte the  erivisaged “murtinge”

* betiveen the two paries. The mecting
“lso looked at the niling ANC-Cosaty-
SACP tripartite alliance,

The new political developments come
;- atatme when the NNP and its nyain nlly
© the Democeatic Pty - which fotmed the
Demacratic Alliance - have split.

ANC spokesman Smuts Ngonyama
soid the relattonship, which is to exist on
* the hasls of cooperation nt all levels of
poverpinent. woukl however not lmpact
on the organisations” identity, autoiomy
and the atticulation of policies and pro-
grammes, Fle said thot they needed to
onderstand that the 1wo organisations
cntme from different hackgronnds.

Ngonynma sakd that the NNP g
* tindergone a long evolutionary process but

“temaing an important politien] foree intent

on transcending Hs past and contributing
positlvely to the country's future.

“The relntionship  showld  include
among s strategie  objectives  (he
building of a true South African pattio-
tism as part of the cffort (o ‘deracialise’
our socicly and develop n unity of pur-
Pose 1o confront (he great challenges of
our country,” Ngonyamn said.

The NNP yesterday welcomed the
ANC’s announcement, saying it had al)
the potential to start 0 new cra in South
African  polities. However, i (he
weekend's events are anything to go hy,
the ANC mny have to wait longer while
the NNP tries to sort ltself out following
widespread deflance by members who
want Lo rcemin part of the DA,

In Mpumalunga at the weekend more
than 70 of the provinee's conmcillors are

reported (o have unanimously pu their

welght hehind the DA, This follows sim-

e support for NNP Westorn Cape

leader Gerald Morkel against joining
forces with the rling poity. -

The NNP yesterday said that 2
Worcester meeting where support for the
DF wns expressed was “nimed at under-
mining the NNP federal council's deci-
slon and destabllising the party™,
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HIV-Aids

fundmg
to rise

— -

By Charlty Bhengu

JAN Monday November 5.2001

FUNDING  for  tIV-Aids  pro-
grimmes will inercase in he nexy
three  yea:s amd most will go
direetly 1 provinees (o strenpthen
arcas most affected by he discase,
Healih Mivister Manto ‘Tshabalala-
Msimung said yesterday,

The  minister was  addressing

» health workes i pepresentitives
- of various religious coninunitivs af
. Standard Bk Arem in Johannes-
: burg yesterdoy during a cerciony

o celelwate e diy {or heultheare

praviders,

“The hospital and clinic man-
agers at service Jevel know where
the pressupe is grestest nnd they will
decide whether 10 spend this on
drug supplies, Liburatory services
or reeruitment of pursing stafl’ or

doctors,” she s, 1 must reassie _

you that the ailocation of  (hix
money will in soe way ease the

birrden that IIEV-Aids iy wdding on

yuur duily work activities,

The minister added that the
Government Iy taking wieasires (o -
ensure improved quality of e,
expecinlly ?vl those infected with

and’ nlfyuc by HIV-Aids.
ThE Gimeng  depariment of

health had set uside R 20 million for -
HIV-Afdy  (rom i 2001-2001
budget, but Is Jooking at increusing |

this figure. Most of the money was

used on HIEV-Aids awvareness came
paigns, '
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