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We are therefore convinced that the assembled Heads of State and
Government will unanimously affirm the positions foroeculLy elaborated
by both the previous and the current chairman of the OAU at the

opening of this session and thus

red\200\224affirm the issue of the destruction

of this regime and the liberation of Namibia and South Africa as a matter
that is central among’Afrioa’s concerns,

The reality of our situation is that the apartheid regime has changed neither
in its nature nor in its policies and purposes.This regime continues

still to seek the continued racist and colonial domination of the peOple

of South Africa,the colonial and illegal occupation of Namibia and the
transformation_of the independent countries of our region into its
neoa\200\224colonial dependencies.

|

a4\200\230

Nothing has changed in the balance of forces within the ruling group and
within the oppressor nation to compel the Pretoria regime to change its
fundamental objectives.Indeed its proclamation of itself as a fegional
power constitutes an assertion of its determination to puisue these objectives.
We

could expect nothing else from the South.African racists exeept increased
ai-\201lubhuannaaaluni-aggressiveness while a governnnnt as powerful as that of the
Whited States of America stands four“square behind the apartheid regime.
There coulA© be no other result to the policy of the United States and the’
rest of the Western world Which see, the

BothaA©Malan regime as the

guarantor of their interests in South and Southern Africagand racist South
' Africa as their natural.base for pperations intended to strengthen

the positions of the West in Africa,Sonth of ghe equator.
Internally,evenything that the apartheid regime has done and is doing,

demonstrates its intention to engrench,oonsolidate and defend the apartheid



system by increased repression and violence.8ueh is the meaning of the new
ammendments to the apartheid constitution which our people and the rest Og
the world have correctly rejected as null and void.

Such is the purpose of instituting an executive presidency and placing the
military establishment at the head of the apartheid state structure.

This year alone the racist forces of repression have shot down and killed

in cold blood no less than 200 South African patriots and many more ill

have been injured and maimed.

Dozens of leaders of our people have been arrested and detained,some of them
only a few days ago.The army has been brought out on

a massive scale in an
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STATEWENT TO THE 13 33:3 BY THE PRESIDENT OFTT5534\200\234
AFRICAN IATIONAL comemassmmvm mam: Addis Ababa.

November 16th 1984.

The delegation of the African National Congress isfi-\202ery heppy to have
participated in the 20th Summit meeting of the OAthhieh in our view,

will go down as one of the

most successful in hhe history of our

continental organisation thus far.We

consii-\201er that it was of extreme

importance that the QAU succeeded n to overcome the problems that had
bedivilled it for some timeo

The importance of this was demonstrated by the serious manner in which
the 20th Summit tackled the-major problems confronting our continent as

a whole,central amonga\200\230Which are the issues of the liberation of Namibia
and South Africa.

The positions adOpted by the Summit on Seuth Africa and on Southern Africa
constitute the basis for a renewed offensive by the African continent
against the apartheid regime and in support of SHAPO and the ANC.

We say this because in its resolution on South Africa and the declaration
on Southern Africa,inter alia, the OAUhes:

1 .Correctly condemned the so&\200\2240alled reforms in South Africa,
including the amended apartheid constitution,as a maA©guvre

to entrenoh gh the racist system.

A

a\200\2302.Reaffirmed that the question/of the liberation of Southa\200\230
Africa femains central wmong-Africa’s canoernsgand

3opledged itself to take practical measures further to

isolate the apartheid regime,including the early convening

of the Security Council, and has, moreover ,strongly condemned

the United States policy of constructive engagement.

40The Summit also reaffirmed the right of the people of South

\%

Africa to take up arms in pursuit

of freedom and justice and



having commended the ANC, called on our people further to

intensify their armed Opposition to apartheid,essuring them

of the practical support of the QAU to achieve this heightened

offensive.

The QAU has reiterated these positions at

a time when the masses of our

people in South Africa are engaged in intense battles and daring
confrontations with the apartheid regimeeThe African response to these
struggles,as represented by the decisions of the 20th Summit,wes indeed
most appropriate and timely.

*

Er
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The sister units to those that have carried out armed operations in
Johannesburg,Durban, Roodepoort, Krugersdorp and elsewhere, will act further
to widen our military offensive and escalate the armed strug3gle to reach new

levels of intensity. // Th4/St
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e masses of our people are daily demonstratigg in action their determination
to liberate themselves as a matter of great urgency;

Equally,the BothaFMalan regime is deSperately

trying to shore up its

tottering positions also as a matter of great urgency.The reueleotion of
Ronald Reagan to the Presidency of the U.S.A. Can bode nothing but ill for
us and the peoples of our region.This situation makes it obligatOry that the
QAU&\200\231regponds in a determined and apprOpriate manner.

We would like Africa to emerge from this august summit with a clear call
reaffirming her positions against the apartheid regime and in

support of our

liberation novement and struggle.

We would like Africa to proclaim from here,the headquarters of the OAU,a i-\201
practioel programme of action to extehd material and political support to
uskand to take new initiatives further to isolate the.apartheid regime.

We wish to see Africa further extend her support to the peOple of Namibia
under the leadership of SWAPO, to the peOple of Angola Whose land is still
occupied by Pretoriad\200\230 s forces of abegression, as well as to the Front Line
and other independent states of Southern Africa,viotims of the expansionist
policies of the apartheid regimeo

We wish to see the whole of Africa deeply and practically engaged in the

struggle to liberate Southern Afrioa™to liberate her sooner rather than later,



today father than tomorrOwo

| The African National Congress and the people of South hfrioa are more than
; ever determined to hit at the enemy with everything in our power to achieve
victory.

To accomplish this goal,we consider no sacrifice too great and no task too
onerous or demanding in our quest to attain the noble goal of the national
emancipption of our peOple and the total liberation of our continent.

We draw great strength from the fast that we can rely on the great peoples of

our continent to fight side by side with us to achieve these goals.
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effort to bleeA© and terrorise_our people into submission.

At the same time,the Pretoria regime has been very loud in projecting itself

as the representative of progressive reform in our oountry.What it calls

reform ie nothing but a set of measures designed firstly to create the

conditions for the formation of puppet groups from among the black oppressed,
which would be used as cannon fodder for the defence of the apartheid system.

Secondly,these 50'03319d reforms are aimed at deceiving the rest of the world
into believing thatAprocees of change is efoot,and thus to encourage the
international communiyy to assist the Pretoria regime to strengthen its

positions at home and abroad.

guestion,has the apartheid regime in fecg strengthened its positions

To the

inside South Africa,the anewep,even to the most casual obeerver,is and must
be a. defmA®te and. unequivocal NO!

Through etruggle,the masses of our peoyle are inexorably changing the

of strength within our country in favour of the forces of national liberation.
That,indeed, is the reason why the apartheid regime seeks to eXternalise the
conflict raging in South Africa,adOpt new constitutions and deploy’militai-\201y

balance

regiments against an unarmed peOple.

The political and.militery struggle in our country has reanhed new levels of
intensity. Twice within a period of e month,the industrial heart of South
Afrioa,oentred on JohanneSburgghas been paralysed by general strikes,with the
second held only last week.

I

continued to rage in other parts of the

Mass pOpular struggles have also

country.In the last nine months toa\200\224date,our

aotiiities by our popular army than in the.preoeding equivalent period.

Our Rational’demooratic movement is posing,in struggle,the question of wresting
power from the white minority regime,enounciating openly and carrying out
a4\200\230praotically,the task of xdestroying the

capacity of the illegitimate

country has seen more

apartheid

iiL:4\200\230."a\200\230f? regime to rule our country.

Deepite intensified enemy repression and indeed because of it, awe
perspective ahead of us is one of a heightened.military and political

offensive on our part. The mass industrial action which brought the
PretoriaQWitwatersranduvaal are; to a standstill only last

v 5Lji-\201ii-\201A»repeated in other parts of the country.

The masses of our people in other

as firm as those of Sebokeng Township did when they were invaded by 7000
black localities will continue to stand

week will be

armed killers in uniform.
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The situation in Southern Africa,as well,demands that we should also

continue to bring to bear the same collective wisdom and strength of our
continent to end the inhuman and pernicious system of oolonial,white minorigy
domination which continues to blight the lives of millions of Africans.
ga\200\231lt is our fervent hOpe that this Summit meeting will look closely at this
jdikbA©;;14\200\235

ft&..

Ma\200\230

guestion,moved by the single objective that we should together,as Africans,
sue for an urgent victory over the forces that continue to keep our peoples

in Southern Africa in chains.

Since the last summit meetinggthe apartheid regimerpen y proclaimed itself
tti-\201

as a regional power,arrogantly asserting that whatever the future of
a4\200\230Africa may be,that future must take into account and aocomodate its interests

Southern

as a regional power.

Thus Pretoria seeks to persuade the rest of the world to accept it as an
immutable fact that Southern Africa is its exclusive preserve,to be shaped an d
governed in keeping'with its wishes.

h

The asoendant army generals of the racist regime assert that,in any oase,they
have the military and economic power,as well as the will and the
determination,

to ensure that the peoples of our region submit to their dictates.

Earlier this year,the western friends and allies of the apartheid regime were
busily engaged in a campaign to convince us that the apartheid regime had
changed.They sought to project this regime as a peacemaker and not a war
monger,as a reformist rather thani-\202fA®actionary,raoist and colonialsst,as
a legitimate partner of the peoples of Africa and not an illegitimate remnant

of an historical epoch imposed on our peoples by the European imperial powers.
These efforts were aimed at helping the Pretoria regime to break out of its
isolation and to endow it with the acceptability which mankind has denied it.

Thus we saw 4\200\235he then apartheid Prime Minister,P.W.Botha,receited in capitals



of EurOpeoThere were even stories that the same Botha was to make a triumphal
tour of independent Africa to demonstrate the supposed acceptance of the

racist regime by Africa as the friend of its peOplesA®

In this gggmmsswe would like to take advantage of this Opportunity to pay

ntt’

igtribute to the many Heads of State and Government and other high government
fgoffioials of our continent who have so readily given us audience whenever

f/we have requested it] W got 41200\230Qa. W ,2W WAJGIJA»
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For all these reasons,our people look forward to the results of this

Summit in the expectation that here,Africa will reassert her commitment

vto contribute by practical deeds to the accomplishment of the urgent task

of the liberation of Kamibia and 'outh Africa. Nat &200\230W i-\201lly m&\200\230g&a\200
\231af:

-\202hti-\202L ~
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We are nevertheless deeply aware of the fact that drou.ght and underdeveloPment
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have imposed immensely uncertain and perilous conditions of life on the

peoples of our continent:

Calamity has Spread from the Sahel in the West,to the Red Sea in the East
and,advancing down through the heart of Africalhas reached the confluence

of the Indian and’Atlantie Oceans at the Southern tip of Africa.

We know and our peOple afe aware that in other parts of the world there are

food mountains whose owners do not know how to dispose of.41200\230

In our oountry,A£o0d stocks are destroyed in order to maintain high prices

and large profits for white farmers,while,in pursuit of a genocidal poliqy,

millions of Africans have been and are being forced into,rather than rescued _
from drought stricken and underdeveloped areas,there to perish in silence.

Adding to the enormity of its crime against the peoples of.Afrioa and

humanity as a’'Whole,the Pretoria regime has,for some years now,vgone further
deliberately to destrqy the economies of A©Gome countries in our region.

The aim was and is kiterally to starve independent Africa into submission,

to impose a condition of existence on our peoples which,in the hope of the
raoists,would force us to agree to ihi-\201 be enslaved once more,to exchange oar
freedom tbr the beggar’s bowl.

The catastrophe that faces various countries of our continent must be.

confronted by all of us in Unity as an African tragedy.

4\200\230
M
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While eXpressing bur solidarity at this critical hour with our African
brothers and sisters of this ancient land,we would also like to express

our confidence that,felying on our continent’d collective wisdom and
strength as they find expression in the OAU,Africa will act to mobilise
her resources and persuade her friends to help us heat back the scourge

of hunger which today threatens to take the lives of millions of our peeples.
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In this regard,we would&\200\231like to join those

Heads of State and Government

;8\200\230 and other leaders of delegations who have eXpressed our profound appreciation
for the outstanding role played by the last Chairman of the O.A.U.,

5H.E. henglstu.Hallea\200\224Larlam,who has,despite serious problems which have confronte
d

and continue to confront his own country and people,so successfully led

our continental orgahisation out of the

difficult situation with which

we are all

familiar.

We can do no more here than agree fully with H.E. President Kaunda that this
great son of Africa,comrade Chairmah Mengistu,HaileA©i-\202ariam,deserves our
fullest and unreserved

commendation.We would also like to

take this

opportunity to reiterate the thanks extended earlier by our colleague

comrade Sam Nujome for the manner in Which we have

been_reoeived and

cared for by the Government and people of Socialist Ethiopia.

As we extend our

sincere thanks to our

outgoing Chairman,we are also

very happy to

welcome and identify ourselves with the unanimous election

by this 20th Summit of liwalimu Julius Nyerere as Chairman of the OAU for the
cominga\200\230year.

On behalf of the African National

South Africa,l take this opportunity also warmly to congratulate H.h.

President Nyefere for the full and wella\200\224deserved confidence that our
continent has in him as demonstrated by this timely election.

Congress and the entire fighting people of

The ANC and the people of South Africe.have known Mwalimu for a quarter V
of a century as a combatant who has sgayed in the Ibrward trenches of

tthe struggle for the total liberation of our

oontinent,for African Unity

and for the all"round upliftment of all peOple.;

Time does not allow us to say all that we would have likeq to say about
Mwalimu.8uffioe it therefore for us to saya\200\224with you,oomrgde Chairman,



at the helm of the affairs of our oontinent,we have every reason to be
oonfii-\201ent that our continent will regain its strA©nght and maroh on to

new victories.

/

have been fortunate to Injoy

As people fighting for their liberation, win

vour guidance and assistance as Chairman of the Frontline states, in which
P&a\200\235,rolayou have played and continue to play an outsta. nding role to advance
51%

the cause of our continent.
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We would also like to express our appreciation for the Speed with which our
continent acted to extendAhaterial and political support to us to help us

5

beat back the enemy’s counter offensive.

This was particularly manifest among the Frontline States who assembled in
Arusha in April this year and unanimously committed themselves to continued
support for the liberation struggle of Southern Africa.

The statement adOpted in Arusha and at a critical moment for theANC,with its
call for an intensified offensive against the apartheid regime and increased
support for our movement,marked a turning point in Pfetoria’s offensive
against the liberation movement in Southern Africa and the ANC in particular.
We would therefore like to commend the Frontline states as well as Lesotho
and express our confidence that the discussions

we are holding with the

Government of the Kingdom of Swaziland will see the whole of our region engaged
in relentless efforts to realise the perspectives Spelt out in the Arusha
communique.

ta what we Aave WW

Thell enemy effortnhalso sought to create the situation whereby the national
liberation movement in Southern Africa would come to be seen by the rest of
“the world as an outdated anaChronisi-\201,its strategyAS§partioularly of armed
struggle,as an obstacle to an evolving peace in our region,a movement which
should be accorded support only when and if it accepted the legitimaqy of

the apartheid state and the Pretoria regime

and agreed to see itself and

behave as an opposition pressure group whose activities would be directed atd\200\230
encouraging a so-oalled process of reform,eSpecially in South Africa.

The apartheid regime and its allies,eSpecially the Reagan Administratioh,
consequently set themselves the task of destroying the ANC inside our country,

of driving us out of Southern Africa and even tried to compel various

governments of Western Europe to close down our offices in this area of thea\200\230
world.

a\200\231
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All this,whioh xvastW-::-1:.If.fmi ", |

was of Course,presented as imperative to the achievement of peace,stability |
and progress in Southern Africa.

We are happy to say that .

at a dangerous moment,when the forces O f

colonial and racist oppression,of aggression and imperialist domination,sought
to make a strategic breakthrough,the peoples of our continent closed ranks
and once more pledged by word and deed to fight on until the peOples of

Namibia and South Africa are free.



