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| AbuSed during the day,

i Night after night, in their dreans,
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PROSTI TUTES OF THE | MPERI AL ARMWY

I

42 years ago, our grandmothers

were dragged fromtheir hones,

prostitutes for the Inperial Arny.

they were violated at night,

the bl ossom of their youth

sacrificed to tho I nperiai Arny.

Qur gmdmol liurs wru ih 1:119th

to the Burmese front,

where they wept countless nights.

More than 40 years have passed,

since the sound of gunfire died.

The shame-filled stories that reached their villages,

even now cause rivers of bitter tears to flow

Today, they no | onger speak their native tongue,

even their honel and has been taken fromthem

Qur grandnot hers

have ni ghtmares 40 years ol d.

on the front lines of the Inperial Arny,

they watch the insatiable Enpire

tranpl e the young wonen of Asia,

feel once again

" the bootheei of the aggressor

Ki m Myong- shi k

w

The author is a South Korean poet and human rights

activist who is faced with deportation from Japan because
of his conscientious refusal to be fingerprinted under that
country’s Alien Registration Law, which is now the object
of a growing in ternationa/ pmtest nmo vernent. Kim s strug-
gle to remain in Japan with his Japanese wife and their
five-year-o/d daugh ter have gai ned the support of organiza-
tions and individuals concerned with human rights, includ-
ing fornmer Senator Jose W Diokno of the Presidentia
Conmittee on Hunan Right: and American witers

Norman Mailer and Arthur MIller. The poet has been im e
prisoned and tortured in South K area, and fears have been’
expressed forehis safety if he were forced to return there. L
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Kim Myong Shik, a poet and
liiigei printing refusei’, left for
1S honel and Sout h Korea
#ednesday _ with an unre-
11lited love eall" t0O the Japau
111 5e people '9

At 21 1111 Lwell lgatheiing at
"l okyo’ s Shi nanomaeh

C'hui (h on Sunday, Kim said
that his ulove call" was his
invitation to the Japahese
peopl e to discuss the question
| Do you want to live in the 1
way that will lead to the coex-
i stence with other people in 1,
Asia or the way that will | ead
to the killing of these peo-

pl eW

| or the past four years, the
43- --year old poet was a gradu-
ate student at International
Christian University.

In Septenber 1985, Kimre-
fused to be fingel plinted as
IC QU TCd by the Alien Regise
tion Law, which he consid ' 1
Liisclimnatol'y

vllis residence in Japan be. S
1 t1VL tel  1115.1 asked him

, Whet heg he belongs to the

1 mddle class.|lesaidyes be-

1 cause he has 11 elll. 'lhe J: na-
9 nese ne even deprived ol the
right to say that they are

Kuri hara favorS 101111: U. S Japan deVeloneelit 01' F SX
cane illegal 011 June 20, 1986,
heL nose the Japanese inmmg
lat1’' 011 autlioiities lelused to 1
much his visa 1,1

11 his lai’ewell S peeeh, Kim
said that he Lane to Jlapan
Yuko Kurihail'la, (lil'ieetorl
geneial O’ I1the Defense Agen-
L'y, said Tguesday that froma
pull’ly military Viewpoint, he
is generally in favor of joint

| apanese- U. S. devei opnent
support fighter.

It was the first time for
Kui i hara to make public the
agency 5 basic pOSition on the
sel ection | of a new support
lightex 1011’ the Air Self- De-
_ lense | lolee: 11

-to make

..e;nqu 1;.V

I Inn

WaJ: A .. .

j1Sel”eah tngenrm 1" el 11SL1' 9 s
6l eye Lall9 SIIH hhahswered



eaii’'yingl Htears and cries of
not hers and vill agei s of

Kor’ ea.

Wth a dissecting eye on
Japanese soei ety, the poet
Said, H have heard the sane
L'1'ieS anong day | aborers in
the 81111sz 3111):), Korean resi-
dents and Ai nu peopl e. But
here | have never encoun-
tered poens, literature, theol- -
ogy, econonmics 01’ politica
sci ence ;that have expressed
1 these teers and cries.”

He asked, U snlt there a

town where people can live
toget her peacefully and in
harmony? |szft there any

soci ety wheie tears are unVv
necessai’'y. 7"

Il1is dissection O Japanese

- society Iwent on Kimsaid,

I 1 KOlearl| residents in Japan
| have en’ ough heart to shed
tears. But the Japanese peo-

| ple think that people who shed
' team are crazy.

ul once interviewed a man

who | think is economically
and eLiltui’ally poor in objec-
quui prrel nt rmakers are com
peting fiercely for the agen-
lcy s FSX order

At a press conference afte

g the day 5 Cabi net session

" Kurihar’a said,

of the next- generation PSX I
I 1,1 of Japanese and U. S. nmlitary
| equi pmrent W nust be con-

, sistent with the U S. Del"ense
Hwhat mat -

ters is the intei’ operability
Depaltmellt" 1. 1

Agency sources said that

K111 1halS apparently wanted
Japans basi c posi -

| xnfnvu tho FR): -

poor. The Japanese are even
deprived of the consciousness
that they are poor."

The Korean poet said he felt
rat her thankful to former
Japanese Educati on M nister
Masayuki | lujio, who nade a
controvertiai statenment juse
tining Japan’ 5 colonial rule
over Korea from 1910 to 1945.
1l am not being sarcastic. |
really thank hi m because he
has brought into the open Jap-
anese people’ 5 true feelings
toward Korea. Hi s statenent
has eOnf1ined that this kind
of feeling is lirnme enbedded
in the Japanese consci ous-
ness " he said.

ul have realized that the sd-
cal | ed pi wogi essive sehol als
and intellectuals ol Jap an
have been hiding this true
consci ousness " - 1



Bulsting out on the officia
visit by Prime Mnister Yasu-
hi ro Nakasone and 18 Cabi net
mnisters to the Yasukun
Shrine on Allg. 15,1985, Kim
said: I My heart aehed upon
hearing this news Aren t the
peopl e who are enshrined at
the shrine the VLi'y people
who killed our giandlatheis,
-glandnmdthel’s and 20 million
peoplelll have heard no word
e 1, "1

.11

i ssue becane entangl ed wth-
in the trade di spute between
the two nations. ,

A1’ he ageneyls selection of an
FSX nodel will not be

af fected by either domestic or
foreign pressures, Kurihara
sai d, adding that the best
desi gn? shoul d be chosen from
,a purely mlitary ,viewoint.
Currently, there are two
American aircraft makers -,
McDonnel I Dougl as and Gen-|
eral Dynamics _.. and five
JJan’ anese defense eontraea

Ki m Myohg | Shi k

ol condol ences to the Korean
worren who were recruited as
Japan 5 army prostitutes.

Many of them have been un-
able to go back to their coun-
try even after the war was
over and have lost their

not her tongue "

On his return to South

Korea, Kimsaid: "If | had a
doctor 5 degree, | mght be
able to find a job at a universi-
ty of a suspect quality and

1 teach sonething that is- sus-
pect But I will not do that. |
ama fool. But this 1001 has

- endeavored to find way 5 that
will enable people to live
toget her peacefully and in

har mony. "

Kim sl Japanese wlel Yur

Yano will stay in Japan with

t hei rl daughter M nha for a
year to conplete her studies
before going to join Kimin

. South Korea. 1

tors, led by Mtsubishi Heavy
Indiistries, vying for the FSX

The | i’nal selection will be lor-
mal Wnade early this
SUmer .

Because of. indications that
the US. may place the FSX

issue within the context of the
U S. Japan trade dispute,
Kurihara is to confer Friday

wi th Japanese Ambassador to
Washi ngt on i Noboru Mat su-

naga, presently in Tokyo, to

di scuss the issue, the agency
sources Said. -






i. "MOTHER ' S FACE"
The Kanagawa Associ -
ation of the United
Church of Christ in
Japan (Kyodan) 15
represented in thie
phot ograph in their
denonstrati on agai nst
possi bl e enact ment bf
the "State Secrets
Law' V

|

Phot ograph by: .,

The Rev. Yoichi Kishi-
moto. 1,

Mot her, for whom | have never had a Chance to give a single grain of rice

| wonder what you are thinking in your grave.

As the wife ofla farmer and as a wi dow you |ived.

You never rested in those nonths and years.

Sone say your life was |ike the night.

O hers say it was like the winter.

When | was inprisoned | wanted to see you even if only once.
| wanted to cook warmrice for you even if only once.

| set aside a nonent during each and every day to | ook in your direction

And now | yam straddling your grave,
Qut of which not even a single blade of grass sprouts.

In the spring fields, when you went hand-over-hand across barley furrows,
When the icy cold of the early spring winds froze the marrow of your bones, H

When the sight of your eyes faded,

When your front teeth fell out one by one,

| couldHHO 1ift a glass for you.

| could not give you fine |ooking dentures.

Your life passed rapidly night after night.

Was this because of ne or because of another?

The above is a translation of a Poemwitten by Kim Myoung Shik

of his new book, SH MON KYOH NO SHI SO. ( Sone

Thoughts on Refusing to be Fingerprinted), Akashi Shobo. 1987

It appears on the first page

EDI TORI AL STAFF: MUNETQSHI MAEJI MA, Al KO YOKOYA, ANTHONY CARTER 1

[

Wth the significant change in the exchange rates JCAN is in financia
le. Any contributions would be very greatly appreciated. - THE EDI TOR
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Tell me why
it’s o.k. to pull a trigger

and take another man's life

for all to see,

why it's o.k. to draw a sword

and spl atter another’s bl ood

for all to see.

Teach ne the secrets hidden in this |and.

Tell me how

Sato Mtsuo could be stabbed to death

in the mddl e of Sanya,

how anot her coul d be cut down,

hi s bl ood spl ashed

on the streets of Osaka,

bet ween t he skyscrapers of Kobe,

yet no one is ashaned.

Teach ne the secrets hidden in this |and.
Teach ne the secret of a Peace Constitution
that allows for war,

of a Peace Constitution that invites aggression.
Teach ne the secrets hidden in this |and.
Tell me how good farm and can be pl undered
to build a new international airport

and gangsters hired to keep the ruling party
i n power.

Teach ne the secrets hidden in this |and.
Even | can see the secret of exploitation
hi dden on the wellelaid table

set before you.

Even | can hear the fami shed voices
conceal ed in your graineries

filled to bursting.

But teach me what | urks behind

the quiet, courteous smle; I’

what is said before the Summt

and after, in the inner councils of power;
what future joint mlitary exercises

hold in store for us.

Teach ne the secrets hidden in this |and.
Tell nme why

the prime mnister can worship publicly

at Yasukuni Shri ne,

why the Ad Hoc Advi sory Commi ssion on Education
can decree what children are taught,
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why courts of law can fihh the innocent guilty.
Teach ne the secrets hidden in this |and.

I know the gentle spirits and the industry
of the inhabitants of this Iand.

| know the perserverence and the loyalty
of its workers.

| know the beauty in the souls

of the nothers of this |and,

who can find happiness in a single blossom
But teach ne why

af fluence and full bellies

rob this land of its dreans;

why freedom and peace

sumon brutality and aggression

why the m ddl e-class ethic

ef -its-iahabitaets&L .

produces passivity and indifference,
stiffles critical thought.

Teach ne why this land of plenty

beckons once again

to war and aggression.

Hi r ohi t o!

Hi r ohi t o!

are you denon-god or man?

Are you a war ghou

that can only slake its thirst

with the bl ood of battle?

O are you the living denon-god of the Enpire,
guardi an of the hounds of war?

%

VWhat did you pronmise MArthur?

Did you decl are your self a human being

to appease the angry spirits of the war dead?
iO was it just a trick

to hide the reconstruction of the Enpire?
Are you denon-god or nan?

Are you a war ghou

that can only slake its thirst

with the bl ood of battle,

al an evil spirit of destruction?

yHi rohi to!

War shi ps enter Yokosuka port.

Mlitary bases flourish in Sasebo and Cki nawa.



But you are not ashaned.5;J

Are your virtuous countenance

and your appeals for peace

nerely the play-acting

of a war ghoul ?

Did you | ove your country so much

that you drenched its soil with innocent blood?
Today they say it was not you

who shed so much blood in the war of aggression
agai nst Korea

agai nst Manchuri a

agai nst Chi na,

not you, they say.

Are you a war ghou

that lives on the people’s blood,

or the high priest of oblivion?

Today, your country

is aland of gluttony.

The bread you gorge yourself on

is war booty | ooted fromyour victinmns.
Strengt heni ng the Sel f - Def ense Forces

and rearm ng

you prepare your declaration of war.

Were does the food that plys your table
conme fronf

The oil and raw materials

that feed your industry?

T (PSR RN VA

H rohito

Are you denon-god or nan?

Your retainers,

busy preparing for war,

| ong ago forgot the poverty of Sanya,

| ong ago abandoned their nei ghbors

to live out of paper bags in subway stations,

| ong ago cl osed their hearts ,uuka

to the suffering of neighboriggrcountries
victim zed by your war.

As your country rushes to inplenent

the war plan of your retainers,

will you once again issue the call to arns?
W1l you once again issue the call to destruction?
Have you forgotten your duty

to follow the path of peace?

WIl you again plunge into the fray of battle?
As you hurry to enlarge the pit of destruction,
do you forget that your war plans

will turn the seas to fire?

Hi r ohi t o!



The Jaoanese Sword

The Japanese sword never rusts.

First it beheads others,

then it turns and beheads itself.

Be careful! Think! The hour nmay be |ate.
Wat ch out for the Japanese sword

that has called for war.

Both the White House

and the Bl ue House

bewar e!

The Japanese sword never rusts.

Even now it nay be | ooking for a foothold
on some continent.

Wat ch the Japanese sword do its bl oody work.
In the city center

it cuts off heads,

cuts of f countl ess nunbers of heads.

No one knoWEs which continent is next.
Bewar e

of that poverty disgui sed as gl uttony,
of the blade that is never satisfied.
The tinme nay be at hand

to lop off heads again.

The Japanese sword never stops grow ng.
It is sharpened anmid polite greetings.
It gets longer in the breast pockets

of perfect gentlenen.

It is reforged n the cash registers

of first-class restaurants.

Wai ting 40 years

makes no sense to the Japanese sword.
The Japanese sword knows neither day nor night.
It is always ready.

Be careful!

The Japanese sword is choosing its next victim
It may be Europe, Anerica or Asia.

Once it has decided, the Japanese sword
shows no nercy.

The Japanese sword knows no tonorrow.
Its one concernis to kill

Wat ch out! When the JapaneSe sword

can't get enough of killing,



it cuts itself down. f?

Wat ch out!

The tip of the Japanese sword
takes the lives of others,

takes countl ess numbers of |ives;
who knows at which conti nent

it has decided to point.

From one generation to the next,
the Japanese sword is the only | egacy
that never di m ni shes.

Wat ch out!

When t he New Dax Cones

There is no war

that doesn’t sell itself as peace
no expl oitation or plunder

that doesn’t proclai mprosperity.
At the alter of dom nation

the chains of oppressin are always forged,
bri ght kf | owers of deception

laid in wreaths

di sgui se the ruler’s hand.

Today, the enpires of the world

di sm ss the groans of the poor and sick
as the whinpering

of the inprovident and foolish,
the grunmbling of the idle

and di scontent.

Oh Kor ea!

The enpires of the world

hcondemrm the | aborer’s poverty

as the wages of indol ence.

Ch Japan!

VWho grows fat and conpl acent
sending its young nen off to war,
produci ng weapons of nass destruction?
Oh Aneri cal

Isn’'t every treaty

of trade and cooperation f0O; peace
a strategy for selling arns,

every liberal policy

KIM 5
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a ploy for opening marketg?

Isn’t every raucous belly |augh of

the rich and overfed

a clarion-call to rape and pill age,

a Victor’s cry of triunph

cel ebrating the spoils?

We know that the holy book of every ruler
preaches the ideol ogy of enpire,

.that the constitution and | aws of every enpire
are so nuch barbed wire to bind and oppress,
that the econonmic theories of every enpire
expound the | ogic of exploitation and spoliation.
"We under st and.

Peel back one thin |layer and see:

I nside the edi fying speech flows a poison
hypnoti ¢ and nunbi ng.

Beneath the white veil of purity

pul ses the bl ood of an assassin

The banquet table of the greedy

groans under the wei ght

of the lanentations of the dispossessed.
Behi nd the inauguration of presidents

and the birth of prine mnisters,

behi nd the fanfare

attendi ng peaceful transfers of power,

are the declarations of dictatorship

that punctuate this age of deceit.

Qur nei ghbors’ daughters | eave the vill age
to sell their bodies,

but even selling them

cannot get enough to eat.

Wi ch great republic

shares its bread with then?

Wi ch great rebuplic

puts and end to war for thenf

Qur nei ghbors sl ave day and ni ght

but even selling their bodies find no rest.
In one great republic,

hands brui sed,

our nei ghbors work thensel ves to the bone,
bodi es bent doubl e,

as they till the soil

The Seoul A ynpics L,

wi Il break the bonds of oppression, you say,
knowi ng our daughters are sold each night :w
on neon-lit streets, : g

knowi ng that in back alleys, 1t
where_secret deals are nade,
our friends are nocked and abused.



bhryet aone-of the Republic’s teachings

Tell me, whose shackles are this republican ethic,
whose chains the nmorality of this free country?
We don’t understand what the Republic teaches
us in school

that the banner of aggression stands for

the defense of freedom

that the slaughter of |aw abiding citizens

i S a nopping-up operation agai nst

Comuni st infiltrators;

that devisive elections are the way

to peaceful reunification;

that the indiscrimnate killing of Vietnanmesew
was a holy war to defend freedom

that the Kwangju massacre

was a brilliant mlitary victory;

that the arrest, detention and trial of

i nnocent people are society's way of

dealing with subversive el ements;

that the agonies suffered by Victins oft

i ndustrial pollution are a civilization-

i nduced di sease of the |azy and unproductive.
We have listened hard with both ears,

kept both eyes open, Mwmw

we dggft understand.

As the people wal k the path of denocracy,

in field, factory and fishing village,

a new concept of exploitation and peace

will energe,

of anti-comunist and ally.

New concepts of plunder and profit,

dom nation and freedom

accunul ati on and affl uence,

i nvest nent and devel opnent

will energe.

It will also becone clear

who stands with the people.

The [ ogi c of power

the econom cs of exploitation

whi ch have rul ed people’s lives until now,
will shatter

on the day of liberation

When the new day cones,

people will walk the path of freedom

[the thin veneer of the republican facade
will be stripped away,

"layer by |ayer.

| When the new day cones,

the people will follow the way of prosperity,
Ameke sense;

X

i L
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i n Pyongyang, in Seoul,infTekyo, in Washi ngton.
The exploiter’s logic W

that the strong shall devour the weak

cannot prevail

Peace for the people!

Freedom for the peopl e!

Prosperity for the people!

A new order will take root in our honel anday
tyhen the new day cones, r

gthe layers of untruth and deception

will be peeled away, ’

one by one.

Prostitutes 9; the Ingerial Arnx

Forty-two years ago, our grandnothers

were dragged fromtheir hones.

Prostitutes for the Inperial Arny.

Abused during the say,

they were violated at night,

the bl ossom of their youth

sacrificed to the Inperial Arny.

k

Qur grandnot hers were dragged

to the Burnese front,

where they wept countl ess nights.

More than 40 years have passed,

since the sound of gunfire died.

The shame-filled stories that reached

their Villages

even now cause rivers of bitter tears to flow
Today, they no | onger speak their native tongue,
even their homel and has been taken fromthem
Qur grandnot hers

have ni ghtmares 40 years ol d.

Ni ght after night, in their dreans,

on the front lines of the Inperial Arny,

they watch the insatiable Enpire

tranpl e the young worren of Asia,

feel once again

the boot heel of the aggressor



APPENDI X 2

Peenmsgy K _

At At sugi

At At sugi,

There is an Anerican Air base.

The first contingent of Anerica

Set their first steps here

To occupy this country

I n August 28, 1945.

One day in June, | was

resting nmyself for a while

In a small hospital there.

Wth boredum | was

Sitting before a-TV

To watch pretty smiles.of girls,

It was a very unusual day.

TV was reporting Korean resident here
Refusi ng the fingers printing,

And problenms of fingereprint systemin Japan
Just when | pricked up nmy ears!

"Go home, if you refuse finger printing!”
"Go hdrme, go honme, if you refuse |I"

Harsh wards frema sickly patient besides ne. i |
Sad,il was, very very. t!

40 years after the war,

Acclimatized | shoul d be

For all the aggression hidden here.

But the Korean deep heert in a body of restraint
Again saw the inmperial heart of old days.
Scared; very scared, | was,

To set nmy foot on this |and today.

48
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At the Front Gate of Seif Defence Force Canp
At the front gate of SDF canp in'ichigaya
Sentinels stand with rifles on their shoul ders,
Checking the ID cards of those who enter the gate,
Foot steps of training SDF soldi ers,
And shouting orders
Break the stillness of the norning;

Mor ni ng after norning, i
. Armed sol diers are di Spatched Sonewher e,
t And soldiers at night duty sonewhere
Return back in a bus with grate w ndow.
Hi gh ranking officer clanping his lips tight,
Sit back in black |inousine,
Fastening his eyes on one point,
As if he is inspecting the continental front |ine.
Over the towering cenent wall
Brutal radar pierces the sky constantly,
Fluttering flag of the rising sun

Orders sonething to thousands and millions of soldiers,
And calls for obedience.
Front gate square has few paSsershy,
The nei ghbor hood stays still and quiet,
As if
A scene of a fierce battle field.
Worren sol diers in uniform
Seem setting a cold wi nd.
49



.In front of the main gate of SDF camp in Ichigaya

In front of thos e with rifles on their shoulders, | saw
Barbed wires surrounding this city,

Chai ns of control spreading,

In the uprear of this city,

And where the restoring guns are pointed at night and day.
| saw t he peace of this |and,

Hanged on gunpowder. .

| saw the wealth of this |and,

Pi | ed up on bayoncts.

| saw the foundation of this Iand,

Pl aced on heavy tanks.

| saw t he devel opment of this |and,

Stretched on nucl ear

In front of those with rifles on their shoul ders,’

In the traffic jungle of this city,

In the information jungle of this city,

| saw their quiet greetings with neighbors,

Who are set to walk with their hands tied and meunths C osed,
| saw their polite and nodest pose, |

Preci se attendance |i ke a machi ne,

Their industry and diiigence |like an ant,

Tenecity which is their natural’ disposition,

Petit loyalty to use their sword at the end, . !

I dol worship to be obedient for life,

Politics domesticated by the rulers?

Inthe traffic jungle of this city,

In the information jungle of this city,

| saw their deep spreading roots,.

Chains of restraint stretching around.



Peppl e of the.city doesg?t know.

The brtadth.and altitude of the encircl enent.

SDF sol diers can rest in peace,

Meet with friends intimately,

Traih the westlingk

" And practice the Judo.

But SDF sol di ers seem never asked thensel ves,

The expansion of nilitary budget which leads tth
Destructi bn of nei ghboring people,

Massacre and di saster of tens of thousands of |ives,
Taki ng away husbands, |overs and children,

And finally calls for an enpire.

Sol di ers seem never asked thensel ves,

The price for nassacre,

From where the welthy famly and,

Educati on of grow ng chiidren cane,

And to where these can be passed

In grunt of the nmain gate of SDF canp in ichigaya
| saw a wi ndow of blue sky which reaches ny honel and.
Nanes of unknown sol diers,

Scri bed on the blue sky,

And their gazing eyes,

Andi

"Their noaning 40 years ago at sone frontier, -
Thei r wounds bursted by bormb on bl oody body,

Their plea for alittle water,

Their scream for hunger

And t hen,

Young people’s steps to evacuate the col ohial |and,
Aspiration of our country’'s girls,

Grudge of workers brought by force,

51
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Bewi | dernment of girls bought by, nph&?,

cm

Bearing of very yohng ones who arh still,

Pl under ed and oppressed,

Ever and ever....

| saw a wi ndow of biue sky which reaches nmy honel ahd,
In front of the main gate of SDF camp.

Red signal and

Bl ue si gnal

Control 511 the whhel s.and even foot steps,

Li ke the government system

In front of the main gate of Self Defence Force canmp.
I
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Poet Kim Myong Shik’s fight
agai nst controversial reqw enent
conti nues-despite gov't noves
fingerprint is beautiful. a
,- unique gift from God."
says Kim Myong Shik. |2.

t currently enrolled in a
PhD program at Tokyo' s Interna-
tional Christian University. who | ast
Sept enber refused to conply with
the fingerprint requirement for (or-
eigncrsi "But the fingerprint is
hene used by thw in power as :
nrthntl to tim crntiinals
“I ninnt :ut- ny net H5 .1 tlvlitinl,K"
Kimsaid in an intervww .it his bunk
filled Mtaka home. "No one has the
H

departing

Kim. . wll
danage Japants
reputation as a
.-
V denpcratic soclety
t
pl edged fa uphold
the human dignity

ofalU its

i nhabi tants. "

w

right to take away what is so conw
nected with iiie. To protect one’s

fingerprint is tantamunt to protec-
ting one’s rights and one's life."
The Japanese inm gration au-
thorities ordered Kim a Korean
citizen who is married to a Japanese
and who has a hyear-ol d daughter.
to | eave the country by June 19.
Since his authorized stay hus nu
pired. Kimis nowin Japan illegally
and technically speaking nay be due
ported or inprisoned at any time, A
prelimnary investigation at Kinis
case took place at the Tokyo Im
m gration Bureau on June 24. with a
second i nvestigation schedul ed for
July 17 at press tine. t _
Under the Alien Reg|strat|on Law
foreigners living in Japan are re.
quired to give their leit-index finger
" "0 print every five yearsj About 630, 000.
_or 80 percent. of Japan’s approx.
1 j imately 840,000 aliens are Koreans.
has been grow ng steadily anong
't Koreans. other (oreigners, church
-:and citizens’ groups in Japan. who
.Isee the law as part of what they say
a is the governnent’s discrimnatory
" "policy to "control" Koreans in
"Japan and destroyi their ethnic
identity and culture. , _ A ;.
According to Justice Mnistry
statistics, the nunber of refusers
"0 has declined froma peak of over
- ' -10.000 | ast sunmmer to about 1,412 as
OVVJuIy 8, following the mnistry's
"edecision last fall to crack down on
refusers by deny|ng them vi sa ex-

i tensi onsf -t T



1 Previous court cases of finger-
- print refuscrs have resulted in guilty
,,rutings_ with a fine of Yi QXXJ and
swFk i ":x A
_The fingerprint refusal nmovenent ,.
denial of the re-entry permt.
Poet and witer Klil’hS politicut
activismdid not begin with his reius-
al to be fingerprintcd. in his native
Korea. where he lived until noving
to Japan in 1983, he was a hunman '’
rights activist and was inprisoned
twice tor a total of four years for his
out spoken critique of the govern
men: Om of his books at poetry.
"WIl Qur Sprinu Coma?" was him
nt-tl .mmililt'r its pulilit’ utiw
Nt-vmitiwt'm :t tmmphlrt put out
by "i"LIHEJJITILH, u vum mnity gruup
| ocated in lukyu' s Koenji. which has
translated Kims poetry into Japa-
nese. describes Kimas 3 "regul ar
guy," an inpression reinforced
when one neets this soft-
spoken, slightly-built man
Says Kim "I refuse to be finger-
printed because the Japanese gov-
ernment has nade no apol ogy or re.
parations to the Korean victins of
war Japan i nvaded Asia and coer-
civeiy used Koreads as tronH ne sol -
diers, workers in the steel plants and
coal mnes and as Inperial Armny
i anfu (Korean wonmen who were kid-
napped as sexual conpanions for the
Japanese nilitaryl." says Kim
"l . have abided by all other Japa-
t nese laws." says Kim who says that
nowadays he junps every tine
there is a knock on his door. "My
refusing to abi de by one | aw shoul d
be admtted as ny freedom or beli ef.
| have not harnmed anyone_ by ny
action. -
" "i canme to Japan to deveiop
friendshi ps and exchanges with the
Japanese people." Kimadds. hMy
deportation would he a great loss to
nmy tamly. |lwould nmean that |earn-
not complete ny studies in Japan, It
woul d take nway ny wires juh and
i nterrupt her studies (ALA. program
at 1CU), Antl what about ny child's
"To protect one’'s
fingerprint is
tantanmount to I|;
3; uprotecting ones i; ;
_ rights and one’'s
"educati on??-
The Justice M nistry’ shahdl i nghf
., "3 elifexf' 7 1-;..--_ ..
- deportation have been begun
i we

_'h
H
Threat of depditatiun daesifttietei ting
Kim s case contrasts with its treat- "
ment oi American fingerprint refus-
"er Kathleen Mrikawa, who was
.- granted a visa extension in Febru-V
" ary. The ministry said June 17 that



Mori kawa had been granted an ex-

V tension because she had been |iving"
5 longer in Japan (12 years), she is a
dependent of a Japanese nml e who
presunably needs to work in Japan

7; and because she was pregnant.

r As Kims w fe. Yuriko Yano,

argued in a June 21 letter to the

Japan Ti mes, however. "I amthe

econom ¢ mainstay of nmy famly

2::

at...) w

E

rprintiiig ice

Wn v

OItIHT11Til) TO LEAVE JAPAN: Anli-i’'lngrrpriuting aethist Kiln Muug Sliik

has refused to | eave the ruuntry ncsplte hat ing been urdrrud to no so av Jun(’ 13 tn

the Justice tlinistry for his refusal to comply with the controversial requirenent.

He says he is fighting fingerprinting because "
.the Japanese government has

quilr no apology ur repurutiuns tn the Korean tictins of war."

the Justice Mnistry in effect

di smsses nmy job as insigniticant

"womants wurk’ . V . the ruling

appears; to he a bl atant exanpl e of

sex and trthllit’ (list’rimnuxm."

"We could start :1 Court case right

nowf ' expl ai ns Kim Kyong Duk. one

of Kims |lawers. "But were giving

thedustice M nistry another chance.

The_vire taking their time making

their next nove. which neans. | pre-

sume. that they’ re tthinking about

it But we're always ready to go to

court."”

Masahi ro Tsubouchi. assistant di-

rector of the immgration Bureau's

Enf orcenent Division. who is in

charge of Kinis case. says that the

"procedures" necessary for Kims

Kim s supporters hope that the

| arge nunber of people -- estinmated

at over 20,000 people. including

American witer Norman Mail er

and the National Christian Counci

of Japan - who have signed peti-

tions urging Justice Mnister Shogo

Suzuki to reconsider the mnistry's

position in Kims case will prevent

Kim from bei ng deported. In |ate

May. a mssion fromthe Geneva-

based Worl d Council of Churches .

visiting Japan called on the mnistry t

to renew Kinis visa. t ’

One of the petitions reads in part,

" .deporting Kim . . wll clam

age Japan’s reputation as a deno-

cratic society pledged to uphold the

human dignity of all its inhabitants

ttrtni’ JAPAN Ti M5 WEEKLY" t’'ss. 7. t9.)

5 tion and oppression.” e -

i and W." aiso tarnish Japan’s

i nternational inmage as a peacemnak-

eri .

Musuko Mumkumi . UnL’ of three

| CU pruh-ssnrs; whrn :zturtctl the cnnr

pus petition drive. explmuti tlut

among the I CU faculty there are

people with anti-Korean prejudices

who insist that the fingerprint re.

qui rement i s necessary. According



to Murakam . "Most Japanese have
never experienced persunai contact

wi th Koreans. who are either iso-

| ated from Japanese or are passing
thensel ves of f as Japanese to pro-
tect thenselves (rumdiscrimna-
tion." ,

Asks Kim "I! the Japanese gove
ernment is against South Airica’'s
apartheid. as they claim why arenit
they trying to solve the problemthat
is right at their feet - the dis-
"crimnation agai nst Koreans in
Japan?" i- V.

" Recently. Kimhas been noving

away froma romantic poetic style to
a "people’'s poetry." that uses the
rhyt hm of vernacul ar speech to "ex-
press the peoples suitering, aliena
"A poetts role is to see reality
clearly and speak the truth." says
Kim Kimhas witten a poementi -
tled "Beautiful Fingerprint." which
"is currently being translated into
Japanese. .

--YU ti KACEYAMA

Weekl y
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Tononi 1kir'u Mach

A Town Where We Can Live Toget her

Tell me if there is a town where we can |ive together
where we can nake peace together

In that town we will plant flowers of peace,
we will enjoy the flowers together

No one will be poor, no one will be rich

We will share fruits of peace

um wul shar esman( heans

Qur’ wor kxvul bcconme a/ hsnvul someday Hune.
A town where we can |ive together

A snmall, but beautiful town where we can |ive together
Tell me if there is a town where we can |ive together
Pl ease tell me where we can find a town
where we can |ive together

| st March, 1986

I

Kim Myong Sik

(This poemis the first poemof M. KimMong Sik witten in the Japanese | anguage
On the 67th anniversary of the "March | st Mowvenent" , this poemwas prepr-M by
himin a neeting of Japanese | aborers.)

| ssues

1. Bl ack Paper on Detai nees (Pakistan)
(S Zel)

The Political Prisoners Release and
Relief Commttee (PPRRC) of Pakistan is
bringing out a Black Paper on atrocities
perpetrated on political prisoners,

i ncluding torture and whi pping, in that
country. It has appointed a comi ssion
consi sting of |lawers, jurists and
intellectuals to prepare a Charter of
Human Ri ghts for Pakistan. This was

di scl osed by the Secretary-Ceneral of
the PPRRC, M. Liaquat Warriach.

M. Warriach said that there are about
300 prisoners of consci ence undergoing
various jail terns awarded by mlitary
courts of the previous Martial Law
regime and thati the Martial Law

Ordi nance (MO 8, issued on July 5,
1977 ended all concessions granted to
political prisoners. Al convicted

by mlitary courts were decl ared
ordinary crimnals and kept in death
cells, torture canps and in fetters.
Thousands of political prisoners had_
been di srobed and | ashed.

200, 000 | ashes were awarded to politica
activists during the Martial Law years.
As many as,

Transl at ed by Shi ode Hifokazu

Many had al so been hanged; nost notably
the former Prime MnisterJ Bhutto.

I 1

I

k

In the past all fthosei eonvicted by
mlitary courts were nel eased when
Martial Law was |ifted bue’ the sentences
passed by the military coutts in these
precedi ng ni ne years have been vali dated
under Article ZZO A 7of the new
Constitution. 3

As Paki stan was a menber of the United
Nati ons Human Ri ghts Conmi ssion, he
hoped that the other nmenbers of this
conmi ssi on woul d use their influence on
the Paki stan governnent td carry out its
obligations under the U NJ Charter.

t;



At the tine of witing; aal politica
crackdown has occured in Pakistan.|l The
| eader of the Pakistan People’ s Party
(PPP), Benazir Bhutto, was served with a
30-day detention order, iwhich has also
been served to all the lcountry’'s top
opposition | eaders for defying a ban on
political rallies Iduring Ilndependence
Day on August 14. Over 1000 dissidents
were arrested. Fromthese recent events
and the aforesnentioned! civil rights
violations, it seens that true denocracy
has yet to return to Pakistan.

I

Source: "Viewpoint", newspapers.
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Human Ri ghts and the Peopl es

Myma- Shi k Kim

A chapel hour nessage delivered by M. Mon Shik Kimon Decenber 9,
i 1986, in commenoration of Human Ri ghts Day.

The nessage was otiginally given in Japanese, but kindly translated into
English by his feilow | CU student, M. Toshiya Unrehara, senior in the divi-
sion of Social Sciencies.

ML2 Kim who had chosen to refuse fingerprinting for alien registration,
had to | eave Japan.

To begin this taik. | wuid like to express ny thanks to

the friends of ICU conununity, especially to Rev. Yasuo

Funya and Rev. Tonotoshi Tanaka of | CU Church, who

invited ne to todayis service comenorating Internationa

Human Ri ghts Day and gave ne this chance to di scuss

human rights issue with you all

As you know, today, so-called uindustrialized countries”

as USA, U K, France, West GCernmany, and Japan, consune

nore than 50% of the whole food on earth. Fromthe

aspects of energy consunption, the average consunption of
.Inpnncse is 20 times lurger than that ut" :ut |ndonesian

3nd 39 tines larger than that of a N gerian The "toss

energy consunption of the United States is times |arger

that that ot Japan.

As for the problens of land distribution, |arge |and-

3/4 of the

whol e | and of the worid, whereas these groups share only
nvnet shi ps above 100 hectares control neatly

3.5 -" 77 v orld popula tion

Limting ut the figures of GNP, in 1970's the average

of iv.- r ¢ :tpitn GNP anong so- called Wstern industiiulized
muntrics anbunted to 3331 dollars; about 15 tintx |arger

than that of devel oping countries which was only 228
tinllitrs. Poverty anmong. nrzil farmers at that tine was
awful , Whi ch has not Changed basically.

At present, about 1 billion people Iive in countries of

whi ch GNP per capita stay under 200 dollars. One average
citizen in those countries can consune only about 1% of

en ervy which one US citizen woul d consunme On the other

hand. Japan, 2! country which shares (111.)! 2.7-" of world
pupi | lutinn, buys up 15?? of total grain cxpntl in Wrltl

muikct. In nore fanmilial terns, wastes from school |unch

in Japanese e?enentary school could nurish 4.5 nmillion
peopl e every day

One group of people live afflueiitly Wth hope, but we
shoul d pay attention to "how the other half diesii

More than 8% of world population is living under the

| evel of absolute poverty One out of 53 people on earth is

, crying with no hope about his/her |land sapital. inconme and
so on. The poverty in Asia is a world- -wi de problem Asian |
peopl e account for 60% of world popul ati on: Wo woul d

feed then? Who woul d hear their cry? Armanments keep

i Multiplied.

liven worse, there exists the tnurkct fOIIS()-tt."Itlk."ti "ilczith
expandi ng and war .cxpenditures aret beinf

nw chunts. "

VWereas a certain group of people isigoing to |lose their
lives at the cost of mssiles produced and jnmarketed for the
profit of some other countriesj This is the contradiction of
our society still beino made everyday y



38 years have passed since the United Nations Genera
Assenbly had adopted the Universal De bl aration ot Human
Ri ghts on Decenber )0, 1948. Now, dormtlering these
situations in international society as | hove nentioned so
far, what would be the nmeaning of this declaration for
toduyis world or nore precisely, for this church and for
each of us? Towards what kind of people have we exer

tried to defend his/her human rights. |guess here you need
to think what" your own Human Rights Declaration’ is

and what it should be like, in order to reflect upon your self
and defend sonmebody 5 rights. The Universal Declaration

of Human Rights starts with phrases like this’:

il

"Whereas recognition of tho inlicrcntl dignity :tnd oi the
equal and inalienable rights ofull met hycrsm’ the human
famly is the foundation of freedozntjtistiee, and peace
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in the world, Wereas disregard and contenpt for human
rights have resulted in barbarous acts which have out-
raged the consci ence of mankind,"

Here | amnot going to explain and interpret the phrases
of Human Rights Declaration itself, but | would like to

di scuss the rel ationshi p between human rights and post-
World War 11 Japanese society.

40 years have passed since Wrld VWar Il had ended.

How has Japan observed human rights of Korean’ and

Chi nese residents in Japan? During that war, they were
drafted or captured to supply |abor force and forced to
nove to Japan. Al though the war had ended, they have

not been able to use their own nane and own | anguage.

They have been deprived of their own history, culture, not
to speak their autononous rights.

Various discrimnations have exi sted towards Koreans

.nd Chinese in Japan: discrimnation against the freedom
to choose occupation is one ofthem At extreme, they are
forced to be iingerprinted as if they were crimnals. They
are required to bring Alien Registration Cards 24 hours a
day. If one clains that these demands against the will of
Korean and Chi nese residents violate human rights, hel/she
woul d be censured, itlf you don’t |ike our rule, go back to
your home country!" s

The structure of the discrimnation against the foreign
residents in Japan has not changed since the end of Wirld
War |l, until this nonent ofworshjp today comenorating
Humi an Rights. Were is the key for this contradiction be-
tween Japan and human rights?

There are al so International Human Ri ghts Convenants
adopt ed on Decenber 16, 1966, and inplemented on

January 3,1976. In article 27, it says,

uln tlnse states in which ethnic, religious or linguistic
mnorities exist, persons belonging to such mnorities
shall not be denied the right, in comunity with the

ot her nmenmbers oft their group, to enjoy their own

culture, toprofess ahd practice their own religion, or to
use their own | anguage?

1

However, is there any guarantee for the culture, history,
and the | anguage of Ainu or Korean and Chi nese national s
in Japan? On the contrary, ethnic education of Korean

resi dents was banned during the Japanese occupati onperi od.
Human rights of the people fromdifferent countries should

be observed. However, the ironical reality is, | would say,
that they are not guaranteed but oppressed, disgrin nated,
i nvaded, or suppressed. O course, | know that sone of

religious groups, intellectuals, students, workers, citizensh
and so on, have been making their efforts to defend hunan
rights on the grassroots’|evel.

The Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts defines

human rights as sonething "to be observed." Human

Ri ghts Covenants have whol e series of articles which we
NEWS- LETTER EPAI CJ’ GELA
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shoul dl observe. Constitutions of various nations nention
hpmari rights in various contexts. Religious and human
rights organi zations always claimfor human $hts to be
guar ant eed. However, | cannot hel p wondering why so

many people, with no gurantee of their human rights, are
losing their lives.

What do you think is the reason forlthat? How can we
observe and protect everybodyis hunzin rights, especially
those of the weak? Tell ne! | asked iesus about the rea
reason for this problem ) k e

Human rights do not exist in the next of covenants,

a declaration, a country, nor human tights organizations
but in a plain logic of protecting everybody who needs to
be protected. In other words, the rriaster in defending



human rights woul d be, | suppose, the people who care

about the others, culture and lives. Fromnow on, let us

| ook at the Lord Jesus practice of defending human rights
of his nei ghbours whom he val ued.

First, let us look at the biblical people with whom Jesus
had encountered. They include the foll owi ng peOple; the
chief tax collector Zacchaeus (Luke 191: 1-10), 21 sonuwho
has a dunb spirit (Mark 9: 14-27), a Twoman of Samaria
(John 411-42), a man who had been born blind (John

9:1-41), the wonman of Synophoenician birth (Mark

7: 24-30), a man full of |eprosy (Luke 5:12-16), people

of Galilee and Nazareth (Luke 4:14-30), a sick man at

Bet hsai da (John 5:1-10), and a woman of adultery (John
8:1-11). 11

These encounters of Jesus are with the kind of peeple

who are to be saved socially, economcally, culturally,
physically, and nmentally. Jesus did not nove to Jerusal em
whi ch synbolizes success in a worldly sense. But he went
to Galilee where a kind 01" poor people lived. Wy? Jesus
went there in order to hear their cry :ind feel their pain,
sorrow, lonliness, and resentnment. In other words, it was
because they were the people who need sal vati on and that
was the place where the pcOple were. For Jesus, the crying
voi ces, faces and dying body of the people, the way they
lived, the way peopl e appeared is the way God appeared.

The Gods sacred place is where the people lived. Jesus
encountered with God through the people. That was why

he woul d go first to a place where the people were.
Galilee, where Jesus paid much of his attention: used to
be occupi ed by Assyria, Babylon, Persia, and so on. It had
been negl ected as a place which was divided and i nvaded
under tragedy. People of Israel disregarded Galilee as tithe
| and of gentiles"™ or uthe aceursed |and.H

Once Israel started to be under occupation of Roman

Enpire, the governing Romans considered Galilee as anti -
establ i shnent area, and they set a runon that Galil eans are
anti-establishnment, radical and violent elenents. They even
discrimnated Galilee as "snmelling land," or Hs Christ lo
cone from Galil ee?" and so on. However, Jesus nade

much of the people who were despi sed and oppressed by
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their own nation and the governi ng Ronan Enpire. .of Rgeple who were crying about
ional and com

The peOpl e who foll owed Jesus cane fromdifferent ’..;iriunal discrimnation
d Jesus is still appealing
4!

guarters, nost of whomwere with no shelter nor food, f? to us.
sone of themwere idiocies, or those lived far from human
habitation. In short, they were the peopl e of hunger

Now, how did Jesus react to these types of people?

Jesus "saw a great throng, and he had COnpassiou on them
because they were |ike sheep w thout shepherd," the Bible
says (Mark 6:34). Jesus then heeled the invalids. How did
the disciples react to this situation? Their attitudes nmade a
clear contrast with that of Jesus.

[iThis is a lonely place, and the hour is now |l ate; send
themaway to go into the country and villages nmum :tl nmut
;iutl huy thensrhes sonmething to eat." Their tetlucst is
quite logical and rational. There was no roomto oppose

to that opinion, saying |l Master, why don’t you let them
sol ve their own probl en?"

The question is that, the disciples had already began to
consider the people as if they existed apart fromdisciples
thensel ves. Their logical and rational point was all the
same as the rhythm of equal split anbng todayls city
dwelers in Tokyo. The disciples had done nothing wong

to the crowmd. Sure they were polite and cared about the
time for meal of the people. But there is a problemin

that the disciples did not recognize their relationship with
the people as one body. What is in question is their |ogical
rational, and nodern way of thinking that had taken the
peOple as a relative existence, which let themsolve their
own probl em

It is because the crowd is nmade of those who were not

able to go and Hbuy’ thensel ves sonething to eat." Well

they would wi sh they could have gone to the villages to buy
suno hunt by thenselves and lived a happy life with their
famly. They would wi sh they could have gotten sone

medi cal treatnent. They woul d wi sh they could have

worked on their own, with a fruitful plan for the future
and their children’s education. However, as you al ready
know, the poeple there eouldnlt do that. |

Tell me, tell ne how they, the poor, can becone the

master of their own history, society, econony, and politics;
the real civilized people! How did Jesus answer to this
guestion, to the people of Israel and Roman Enpire, to the
di sciples, or to us today? In answering to our question
Jesiis told us how we should do in defending the human
rights of the people, saying uThey need not go away, you
gi ve them sonething to eat!" "You give them senethi ng

to eat!”

The fortune, know edge, social status, fame, power, and
future you have now, these are the live | oaves of bread

and two Fish you have in your hands. 13y sharing everything
you own, protect the human rights otithose hungry peopl e,
peopl e who are discrininated, oppressed, neglected. and
deprived of their history, culture, nationality, or even their
nane. Listen to the crying voice fromoutside, the voice
Maybe Jesus is demandi ng that we shoul d share every

five | oaves of bread and every two fishtdividing them by
hands, to feed up all the people. This is what Jesus answers
to the human rights issue. If we share everything to eat,
everybody woul d be full and everybody coul d be saved
fromany discrimnation, oppression, neglection, supres-
sion. If this could happen, | do think it would be the
mracle of Jesus Christ that tills utwelve baskets full of

occupat

The Lor



leftover," or in other words, the nmiracle of human rights

in today’'s world

In LUICIIHHY, tn tlcl’crltl the human ruthtx ttllIfiltINto
guarantee all the rights of the people, and to nake the |ul
use of the people’ s power socially, economcally, and
culturally. Unfortunately, todayls world order totally con-
trolled by the political, econom c, social, or cultural powers
has a strong aspect of lithe strong prey upon the weak", as
seen in warfare, armanentation, market for conbat arms,

raci al discrimnation, economc inperialism and so on

In the world like this, we, if it is possible, should observe
the Il essons that the Lord Jesus had taught us to share what -
ever we own now with everybody: Al the human rights y

woul d be observed when the whol e human beings win -

the salvation fromthe pain of each. Then the chai nS of

dom nation and exploitation can we break, and there s
woul d be no nore oppression nor discrimnation, no
oppressor nor oppressed. It would be the day when the
peaceful Ki ngdom of God, where we can really enjoy

our daily work, would come closer little by little.

Lastly | should nmention about nyself a hit. As you al

know, I am now under the status of illegal residents and
bei ng i nquired. However, even though six nonths have
passed since the inquiry began, the Japanese government
still does not give me the pernission of stay. So | have
been in quite an insecure position, not know ng what is
goi ng to happen upon nysel f.

| stay in Japan as a foreign student for the purpose of
studying. But | could not spend nuch tinme on studying
because of inquiry and amforced to take | eave of absence
for two terms.

| hope the government would grant ne a pernission

as soon as possible so that | can studylw thout anxiety.

At the same time, | would like to call for your understand-
ing of ny feeling that, ifl could not obtain the pernission
| would like to stop ny study and | eave Japan peaceful ly.

I would like to express ny deep gratitude for. the
teachers who have guided me for three years and for the
friendship of the fell ow students who studi ed together at
ICU. Here | pray that we eould live3 togef ("in a peacefu
soci ety wherever we may be. Thank you very nuch.
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BACKGRCOUND. ON KI M HYCEG- SHI K

tt Ki mi ngdngeshi k

Ki m HyongeShi k was born on Cheju Island, South Korea, 1944. He conpl eted
undergraduate studies in law and pdlitical science (Dongkuk-Unxversity,
1970) and phil osophy (Sogang Uniwersity, 1976). Kims thinking was
profbundly influenced by his.encounter with the urban poor of Seoul

During the late 1970’s, he becane a poet of the people, depicting in verse
the probl ems and aspirations of Korea's vast undercl ass.

In 1976 Kimwas arrested under.the emergency | aws of the Park Chung-Hee
regime for a poemcritical of the Park government; Kimwas in prison

from March 1976 to Decenber 1978, nearly three years. Upon his rel ease,
"he went to live and work in a |atge Sequl slum where he continued witing
poetry ("Li ht of the People", "Peace Market", April 1980).

g

In May 1980 Ki mwas pl aced under preventive detention for three nonths, His
arrest cane just hours before General Chun Doo- Hwan decreed a national 1
state of energency followi ng the Kwangju uprising. Kimwas severelye
tortured before being rel eased.

After his second release fromprison, Kimreturned to his Studies to
prepare hinself for the mnistry. In 1983, he graduated fromthe M njung
School of Theol ogy of the Korean Presbyterian Church

In 1983 he published WIIl our SEring Ever Conme?, which was banned

i mediately by the authorities. "His 1983 translation of Nestor Paz's

H Life for Hx Friends was al so banned by the Chun reginme. Qher transl ae
tions published in 1983 include JaEan’s Postwar Conservative Pelitics, and
Tagawa Kenzo's The Mah Cal |l ed Jesus (fromthe Japanese)._ In 1985 Kim
publ i shed an anthol ogy of his poetry, The Ingerial Yoke. H s poens have

| .appeared in | eadi ng Japanese peri odi cal s,

Ih"Harch 1983 Kim his wife YanonYuri ke, and their daughter hin Ha came t6
Japan.. Kimentered International Christian University in Mtaka, Tokyo,
and in 1986 was awaraed a nmasters degree by the G aduate Division of
Codparative' Cultute. In March 1986 Kimwas accepted into the Division's

, Ph. D.” program
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" Fingergrint’ Refusa
On September 28 Ki m Myong- Shi k joined 14,000 other foreign residents and
refused to give his fingerprint for reasons of constience. In Japah
only foreign nationals and suspected crimnals are required to give their -
fingerprints. Japan is also the only country in the world that fingerprints
its foreign residents at regular interval5' (every five years).
Nearly 902 of long-termforeign residents in Japan are Koreahs and Chi nese.
They, their parents or grandparents were forced to immgrate to.Jap;n, or
were brought here as labor and militaty conscripts, as a resultaof.the
pre-World War || Japanese colonial policies. They regard conpul sory : uh
fingerprinting and the permanent possession of alien registrationicards ash
personally huniliating, secially degrading, and a violation of their human
rights. They consider these.aspect5 of Japan’s ARL synbolic of thee .1
di scrimnation they encounter in education, enployment, housing, marriage
and other areas of social.life. . -~
When Kimrefused to give his.fingerprint |ast Septenber, he nade theA
following detlaratiod: |-"1"0 pronote peace anbng peopl es and protect"” , h ,
i ndi hi dual freedons, the Japanese governhent should i nmedi ately abolish a
systemthat violates the human rights (hf foreign residents) and f 2 .1;,d _-V
encour ages di scrimnation.h Before.history, my own consci ence! and the
people of the world, I withhold my fingerprint in protest and ask that this
system be abolished.” i i (. . . . t t,u
L., J
For several years foreign residents have petitioned the governnent fbr
change. One Korean organi zation,.the General Federation of Korean Residents
in Japan, has collected 3.6 mllion signatures calling for a change of the
ARL- (Alien Registration Law). Thirty percent of all |ocal govetnmeh . in
Japan (1020 out of 3302 bodies), where fingetprinting is earried th, have
passed resol utidns urging revision 6f the aw. The Japan Lawets Associ ation
and national assoeiations of mayors aha. governors haVe petitiqgned for 1CSe
change. In March 1986 nore than 150 menbers of Perlianment signed a
petition calling for reform
Instead of revising the | aw, the governnent has strengthened its punitive
42



1 3%

nmeasures. Failure to conply with the Alien Registration Lawis

. puni shable by up to one year in prison and a fine of not nore than $1, 000.
Yet the Justice Mnistry denies fingerprint refusers re-entry rights to
Japan (since 1982), although re-entry falls under the Imrgration Act, not
the Alien Registration Law. This nmeans refusers may not |eave Japan wi thout
forfeiting residence rights.

\Y,

_In a further escalation of admnistrative punishnent; the Justice Mnistry
announced in Novenber 1985 that it would deport refusers who do not have 7
per hanent residence status; unless they subnmit to fingerprinting. The 30
refhsers.in this category include various nationalities. Sone Koreans and
Chi nese facing deportation were born and raised in Japan. Mst are |ong-
termresidents; nany are married to Japanese citizens.. Deportation is
gteatly disproportionate to the offense. If inplenented, as the governnent
has promised in the case of Kim H onghshik, this neasure will break up

fam lies; destroy liveli hoods, and create enornmous psychol ogi cal suffering)
On January 24, 1986, the Mnistry of Justice, in a letter to the Cathoiic

| Bi shops Conference of Japan, threatened to hold groups that publicly support
fingerprint refusers "guilty" of inciting di sobedience of the law. This is
perceived as a threat against freedom of speech and action

D R

In March 1986 the Mnistry of Justice decided not to renew Ki m Hyong- Shi k’s
wisa."lIt inplies that the mnistry can deport himany time after June 20.

Hor eover, Justice Mnistry sanetions have been applied unequally. In 1984

an Anerican m ssionary and refuser was granted a three-year visa extension.
"In March 1986 anot het American refuse: was granted a oneeyear extension of
" her visa. "She is narried to a Japanese. Yet on May 2 the Justice Mnistry
i anndunced it would deport Kimif he does not give his fingerprint by June 19.
A | arge sopport novenent for Kim Hyonge #Shi k and other fingerprint refusers
has devel oped in Japan over the past year

Ly Lle-1 1%
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