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| NTRODUCTI ON
Worren in the national |iberation struggle of South Africa have al ways seen the
struggle for national |iberation as inseparably |linked to that of national liberation. In

a patriarchal and racially divided country like ours, it has not been easy to convince
all the participants of this reality. Nonetheless, after years of struggle the African
Nat i onal Congress (ANC) has openly pronounced that " the enancipation of

worren i s not a by-product of a struggle for denocracy, national |iberation or
socialism It has to be addressed in its own right within our organisation, the nass
denocrati c nmovenent and in society as a whole." (Statenent of ANC Nationa

Executive Committee On the Emanci pati on of Women in South Africa, May 2, 1990

whi ch was produced at the insistence of the ANC W)

SOVE MEASURES TO BRI NG ABOQUT WOVEN S ENMANCI PATI ON &

EQUALI TY

1. As an integral part of the African National Congress (ANC), the ANC Wnen's

League (ANC W.) cane into being in the early forties. This was as a result of the
struggl es waged agai nst the repression neted on all oppressed people especially on

the wonen. This becane nore evident when such |aws as the extension of carrying

of passes African wonen were introduced, which wonmen fought very vigorously and

nmade out standi ng achi evenments. It should be nentioned here that our wonen |earnt

a lot fromthe experiences of wonmen in other countries who inspired us with their
mlitancy and came out with noral, material and financial support.

2. W may all be aware that for the first time in its history, South Africa will have a
constitution drawn for all its people in a denocratic way. Wnen have a duty to join
hands with all other people in the country to participate in a constitutional process to
ensure that this will bring a neaningful change to the nmillions of South Africans who

sl eep hungry and have no shelter over their heads. W have to bring about changes to
restore hope to the South African children whose future is bleak for |ack of education
and know how. W want wonen - who constitute 52% of our population - to

participate in the formulation of the constitution that will enbrace their needs and
aspirations. In this way, we will not have achieved a constitution denocratic in

words but the process leading to its formul ati on woul d have been denocratic. The

full participation of wonen in this process will guarantee that all the above nentioned
aspirations are met.
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3. To enpower as nany woren as possible in this exercise, in Septenmber 1991

the ANC W invited wonen fromvarious political and wonen’s organi sati ons and

di verse groupings to neet and discuss the need for a Charter for Wnen's Rights

and equality. The consultations with wonmen throughout the country on the content

of the charter will provide on-going educational process with mllions of SoutAfrican
worren fromall walks of life, formulated by them and accepted to all of them as

their official docunent. The document will then informthe Bill of R ghts and the
constitution and state policies for a new South Africa ensuring that all |egal norns
contained in the docunent will guide and protect all the people including its wonen
and children.

4. |ssues affecting wonen such as old age cultural and traditional practices will be
re-visited during these consultations and di scussed at | ength by wormen with the aim
to identify and isolate those that inpede wonen's equality and their devel opnent, to
ensure that they do not get entrenched in the new constitution and Bill of Rights.

5. It should be nentioned here that while this is a very good way of bringing al
South African wonen together, the inpact left by apartheid exposes different |evels at
whi ch wonen find thensel ves. Essentially, it brings on a broad conpari son between

| ong established, small and efficiently run wonen’ s organi sati ons especially fromthe
white sector and the struggling organisations operating fromvery poor conditions wll
little resources and directed by sem or unqualified personnel, catering for a |arger
sector of womren.

In our experience, this beconmes very conspicuous in the | evel and manner

of participation. To overconme this probl em nmeans enbarking on a training

programe to enpower our wormen with the | nowl edge and confidence to carry out
enornous tasks. Two aspects stand out clearly:

a) The wonen who will effectively articulate the policies of the ANC to the public
with confidence, who will instill in wonmen the need to el ect wonen to decision

nmaki ng bodies as well as enpowering themw th the necessary nethods and

confidence to openly canvas for elections for the ANC. There is also the need to train
wormen who will contest for positions at decision naking | evel who will make use

of the nedia and other forms to back up their positions.

b) The ot her aspect is based on financial resources. The need for the | eadership of
the wonmen to go round to all regions of our country cannot be overenphasized.

Worren need to be taught the know how of el ectoral process, collating various

net hods used to conpare the best suited for South Africa. They al so need to be given
through practice in voter education

b.1) The participati on of wonen should also be reflected in the econom c sphere.

The econonmic role they play in society is equally inportant to that of men. In this
regard, there is need for it to be recognised in its broad context and they nust be
assisted to operate projects that will develop them help themto be self reliant and
gi ve them confidence to do things for thensel ves, e.g.nanagerial, banking, snal

scal e busi ness, childcare courses and nany others.



b.2) The National ANC W. has acquired an institute in Stutterhei mwhere wonen
fromvarious regions attend short courses nentioned above. W are encouragi ng

worren in all regions to try and identify such places in their areas where they can run
such courses at regional level, this too would need funding with an aimto include in-
cone generating projects.
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The African National Congress’s comitnent to eliminate racism oppression and exploitati
on

fromour society cannot fail to address also the question of the emancipation of wonen.
The experience of ether societies has shown that the emanci pati on of wonen is not a by-pr
oduct

of a struggle for denocracy, national |iberation or socialism It has to be addressed in
its own

right within our organisation, the mass denocratic novenent and in the society as a whole

The majority of South African wonen, who are black, are the nost oppressed section of our
people. suffering under a triple yoke of oppression. The liberation of wonen is central t
o our

peopl e’ s struggle for freedom

In 1985 Presidents Sam Nuj oma and O iver Tambo nade a joint pledge to the wonen of Nami bi
a

and South Africa that we would not "consider our objectives achieved, our task conpl eted,
or

our struggle at an end until the wonen of Nami bia and South Africa are fully |iberated."

We

consider it |ong overdue that our organisation and the entire denocratic nmovenent establ

shes

principles and initiates practices which will guide us in fulfilling this pledge.

Accordingly. the ANC NEC submits for discussion our views on how to advance and ensute

the emanci pati on and devel opment of wonmen in every sphere of our existence now and in the
future.

To achi eve genui ne equality. our policies must bgbased on a real understandi ng of gender
oppression and the way it manifests itself in our society. Fromsuch a base we will be ab
le to

work towards creating the necessary conditions for truly liberating wonen in the practica
| reali-

ty of our daily lives.

(icntlcr upprcssion is everywhere muted in a material base and is expressed in snciwcultu
ral ~’

traditions and attitudes all ml which are supported and perpetuated by an ideol ogy which

subnr -

dinnl Cs wimcn. In Suuth Africa it is institutionalised in the |laws as well as the custons
and prac-i

ticcs ol "ull our people. Wthin our racially and ethnically divided society. all wonmen ha

ve a | oner

status than men of the same group in both |law and practice. And as with racism the disad

van-

tage i npnsed On thetn ranges across the political. economic. social. donestic, cultural a
nd civi

spher es.

The mani pul ation of gender rel ations has been an inportant feature of state control over.
especi ul e

ly. the African people and the effects have inpinged nost harshly upon wonen Their nobil

ty

has been rigidly controlled. and the unpaid | abour of African wonen in the rural areas ha

s under -

pi nned the mgrant |abour system and subsidised the profits of the mning industry

Wthin apartheid i deology Arican wonen have been perceived sinply as the breeders of futu
re

generations of labour. Wth the creation of the bantustans |arge nunbers have been confin
ed

to deteriorating rural environments, dependent on the commtnment of absent breadw nners f
or

smal | cash rem ttances. Many have been made the sole mnders of the elderly, the disabled
and

the children. Wnen have carried the nain | oad of responsibility for survival and generat
i nha

reproduction even though they are often still subject to the legal authority of absent me
n who

are renmoved fromday to day decision nmaking

Centuries of wonenis subjugati on have deprived and nmargi nalised themin different ways. N



a-

tionally. wonmen have the | owest |evels of health, education and skills. The majority sti

| hear

the sol e burden of donestic |abour. Their contribution to the creation of our country's w
ealth

i s unrecogni sed and nostly unpaid. Wnen make up the mgjority of the unenpl oyed, while th
ose

in waged work are channelled into the worst-paid | owest status jobs. Even white, but espe
cially

bl ack. wonmen do not participate fully in the decision and policy-nmaking organs of our cou
ntry.

Not wi t hst andi ng t hese oppressive conditions, wonen have nade significant contributions to
our liberation struggle. But, as is evident anong the youth, the people’ s arnmy and el sewh
ere

in our ranks. we have to acknow edge that their full potential has not been realised. W
have

not. as yet. fully integrated wonen’s concerns and the emanci pation of wonen into the pra
ctice

of our |iberation struggle.

The preval ence of patriarchal attitudes in South African society pernmeates our own organ
sw

tions. The absence of sufficient nunbers of wonen in our organisations, especially at dec
i si on-

maki ng l evel s, and the |ack of a strong nmass woneni s organi sation has been to the detrine
nt

of our struggle. As a consequence the particul ar concerns of nore than half of our people
are

hardly heard when we define our strategies and determ ne our tactics. President Tamho sum
med

the problem up when he opened the ANC Wnen's Conference in 1981

The struggle to conquer oppression in our country is the weaker for the traditiunalist. c
onser -

vative and primtive restraints inposed on wonen by nman-doni nated structures within our M
ove-

nent. as al so because of equally traditionalist attitudes of surrender and subm Ssinn on

the part

of wonen.’

The realisation ofour objective ofa non-racial and denocratic South Africa is dependent u
pon

the extent to which we are able to address and nobilise all the people of South Africa: m
en and

wonen.



In I11t’ neu Snuth .Meu muen ttill nut unmedntely have the education. skills and resour
ces

tn tlumthe lights pimmletl in the constitution and laws. |t shall therefore be the duty
of the

state in Like .ippnpriute neasures to ensure the principle nli gender-equulity. Equally.
our | ega

s t stemtltllsl he easily accessible. with a judiciary which is fumliur with the exper
ence and has

the euntitlenee m the lettst prii ileged sections M people. Wnen's right to denpcrati
c par-

ticipuiiun in all decision nmaking nust be there in principle and in practice. These and o
ther recom

mendati ons. uhieh will he circulated in the Seminar’s report should provide a basis for t
hor ough

tliseussiun anongst the people so that we can adopt policies which will help create a soc
iety free

of gentl er-oppressinn

"lillli CHARTER () F WOMEN S RI GHTS

Men and wutnen ali ke hear the responsibility for elimnating gender-oppression. However.
women

muxt |ttkt: the lead in creating a non-sexist South Africa. They nust nove the ANC and tr
he

MUMtn utlupt policies and fornms of organisation that facilitate the participation of wom
en in

the snuggle that still lies before us.

Wmen nust | ead the national debate for a Charter of Wnen's Rights which will el aborate
and reinforce our new constitution. so that in their own voice wonen define the issues of
gr eat est

concern to them and establish procedures for ensuring that the rights clainmed are nade ef
fective.

We eull upon the ANC Winen's League to inititate a canpaign for the Chaner involving al

ot her structures of our organisation. the menbership and supporters throughout South Afri
ca.

The canpai gn should involve millions of wonen directly in the process of determ ning how
their

rights would be protected in a new |l egal and constitutional order. Such an initiative wl
| provide

the opponunity to set an exanple of dempbcracy in practice. and be a major agency for stim
ul ating

worren to break the silence inposed on them

Based upon the demands and needs of African wonen, the great majority and the nobst op-
pressed. it should draw in and represent the wi shes of wonen fromall sections of South A
frican

soci ety. and as such be an inmportant step in preparing over halfthe population for full c
itizenship

and equality.

Al t hough the principal thenes ofthe Chaner nust be guided by wonen, nen nust be engaged
in the prueess. so that we ensure that the Charter has the backing of the w dest strata o
f society.

Al t hough the domi nant always Find it difficult in the short termto give up age-old privi
| eges

and habits. in the long run they only stand to gain fromliving in a world in which the h
eal t h,

happi ness and wel fare of all is guaranteed.
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ANC POLI CY

In this new phase ol open organisational |legalityf the ANC (UIlIllIllIx itselt’ tn the tl
ei el nprent

and i nmpl enentation of a wide range of policies for restructuring the nreuni xution to neet
t he

tasks ofthe day. In this we believe it inperative to address the illcqtltllllics inmren 11
m in every

aspect of our work. By adopting such an approach we will bring women in their mllions in
to

active participation in all fornms of struggle and at all levels. In this prtwess we wll.

at the sane
time facilitate their own upliftncnt and advance to freedom
The NEC together with the NEWC is re-exam ning the functions ut the ANC Woneni s Seer
,.tion as part of the overall restructuring of the ANC. W ure determ ned to ensure that
our pm

--nouncenents are consistent with our practices and that gender issues are integrated in



all sphe res

"of our novenent.

We consider the formati on of the ANC Wnen’s League essential to fulfilling the tasks of
nobi | i sing and organi sing wonen into the liberation struggle.

As recomended by the 1987 ANC Wnen's Conference we are actively considering the ap-
poi nt nent of a National Conmission on the Emanci pation of Wnen to sensitise. nonitor.

stimul ate and report on the wonen’s position

Hi ghest priority rmust be given to finding the means to facilitate wonen's purtiei pation

n the

struggle and within all the political, admnistrative and mlitary sectors of the ANC fro
m t he

grass roots through to the NEC.

Patterns of discrimngion and inequality are not self-correcting. Rather, they tend to re
plicate

thensel ves, as those already in | eading positions acquire necessary experience and confid
ence

and appear better equi pped to bear responsibility. To break this cycle we need to take af

firmative

action within the ANC to suppl enent and rei nforce educati on and advancenent programes ba

sed

on the principle of full equality.

The Departnent of Political Education has been instructed to enbark on a systematic progr
ame

of formal and informal education to pronpote an understanding of the origin and effects of
gender

oppression on our people. The ANC Educational Council has been asked to re-exam ne our ed
uca-

tion policy to ensure that its style and content is non-sexist and avoi ds gender-stereoty
pi ng.

THE DEMANDS OF THE STRUGGLE NOW

AND I N A POST APARTHEI D SOUTH AFRI CA

Qur policies have to address simultaneously the material base. the | egal system the pol

tical and

other institutions and the ideological and cultural underpinning of gender-oppression now
and

inthe future. In this regard the NEC is giving urgent consideration to the recomendati o
ns of

a recent internal Sem nar which exam ned the formulation of national policy regarding the
eman-

gi Lati ph of wormen and the pronotion of wonens devel opnent in nur country

Anmong t hese reconmendati ons are amendnents to the ANC Cnnstitutiunul Cuidelines. includin
g

the categorisation of South Africa as an independent. united. denmpcratic. non-ruciul and
non-

sexi st state. Laws. custonms. traditions and practices which discrimnate agai nst wonmen sh
all be

held to be unconstitutional. Patriarchal rights. especially but not only with regard to f
amly. |and

and the econony need serious re-cxam nation so that they are not entrenched nr reinforced



