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JOHANNESBURG. —
Airfares to international
destinations will be in-
creased by 8% on Janu-
- ary 1 next year, SA Air-
ways announced
yesterday. ;

‘The increase was due
to the continuous weak-
ening of the South Afri-
can rand against other

'statement smd,

i foreign riers made

‘lmposslble for them to
' develop competitive
travel packages to South

rep resentatlopns from

RELEASE RUMOUR . .. Rumours of Mr Nelson |BYl major carriers, to ad-

Mandela’s imminent release, which have gained
momentum over the past few months, reached
fever pitch yesterday Here Dr Allan Boesak
answers questions from the press after Mrs Winnie

tional tariffs for jour-
neys commencing on or
-after 1 January 1989 by

Mapfela visited her husband. REPORT page 3 'Sapa
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By ANTHONY: JOHNSON
and JIM FREEMAN

MANDELA hysteria swept South
Africa yesterday with persistent
rumours of the release of the ANC
leader and his fellow Rivonia
trialists.

While top government sources were
adamant that Mr Nelson Mandela
would not be released in the near
future, the rumours even reached the
New York and London stock ex-
changes.

Johannesburg brokers reported that
uncertainty over how to interpret the
rumour had caused gold to slip from
422.50 to 419.90 yesterday afternoon in
New York.

Government spokesman said that
‘the act of freeing a figure like Mr
Mandela would require an elaborate
security programme that would take
weeks to plan.

The Cape Times was inundated with
calls. Some callers said that children
at certain high schools in the Cape
Town area were already celebrating
Mr Mandela’s release and that exams
at the University of the Western Cape
would be interrupted.

Hundreds of people from a wide
variety of activist and human-rights
organisations flocked to the Samaj

B

Centre in Rylands yesterday after-
noon — many with the expectation of
seeing Mr Mandela and his fellow
prisoners for the first time in a quar-
ter of a century.

By last night the source or sources of
the latest spate of rumours remained
unclear, with government spokesmen
blaming them on the “orchestrated ac-
tion” of anti-apartheid activists and
government critics, in turn, pointing
an accusing finger at Pretoria.

Dr Allan Boesak claimed that Mrs
Winnie Mandela was the victim of
“psychological terrorism” by the
government which he accused of cir-
culating the rumours.

Speculation about the release of Mr
Mandela took off when Mrs Mandela
flew to Cape Town yesterday for a
routine visit to her husband.

Mr Essa Moosa, the human-rights
lawyer who accompanied her to the
Constantiaberg Clinic where Mr Man-
dela is recuperating from TB, claimed
“Mrs Mandela is here to take her hus-
band home”.

“The other Rivonia trialists will
also be freed today,” he declared.
Mrs Mandela said her husband had
told her he thought the prospect of his
release in 1988 was ‘“out of the ques-
_tion” and that any chance of release
next year was ‘“highly debatable”.

‘Mandela’s

Political Staff
DURBAN. — If Mr Nel-
son Mandela were re-
leased, it would be a sig-
nal to informed overseas
opinion that the govern-
ment was back on the re-
form path and had cast
aside the right-wing
threat.

This was said last
night by Mr Kurt von
Schirnding, director-
general of the South
Africa Foundation and
former ambassador at
the UN, when he ad-
dressed a meeting of
trustees of the founda-
tion here.

It would be wrong to
think Mr Mandela’s re-
lease would cure all
South Africa’s ills. The
step could lead to rising
expectations of reform,
which the government
might not be able to
achieve.

Mr Von Schirnding
said the Group Areas

Act was seen in Europe |

and the US as the “last :

vestige of institutiona-
lised apartheid”.

Tremendous damage.

had been done by the re-
lease of the recent tril-
ogy of group areas bills

and the banning of the

Weekly Mail, he said.
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Heunis outl
Spirit of optimism

among Black leaders
Minister *

LEGISLATION pro-
viding for the possible
appointment of Blacks
to government would
hopefully be consider-
ed during the next Par-
liamentary session, the
Minister of Constitu-
tional Development
and Planning, Mr
Chris Heunis, told a
news conference in
Pretoria yesterday.

Discussing his progress
in initiating negotiations
with Black leaders, Mr
Heunis said he could not
comment on the possibili-
ty of involving Nelson
Mandela.

Attack on
Mauritian
PM under

inquiry

PORT LOUIS. — Police

in Mauritius have opened

an investigation into Sun-
day’s attack by an armed

Hindu priest on Prime

Minister Sir  Anerood

Jugnauth.

Police officials said yes-
terday they could give no
details of the investiga-
tion. Sources close to the
inquiry said a key issue
will be whether Hindu
priest Sadhanand Samboo
(68), acted on his own in
attacking Sir Anerood. .

They could not say
when the investigation
would be completed or
what charges might be
laid.

- Sir Anerood was un-
hurt by the attack, iin
which Samboo grabbed
the Prime Minister,
pinned him to his seat and
pointed a loaded pistol at
him. Two shots were fired
as police overpowered the
priest.

ines r

eform

progress

“It is the first time such
a grave thing happened. 1
hope if was the act of 2
deranged mind,” said
Governor General Sir
Veerasamy Ringadoo.

Eyewitnesses said the
150 people at the ceremo-
ny froze in terror when
Samboo grabbed the
Prime Minister.

“No one moves, I have
six bullets. I want jus-
tice,” Samboo shoute.cl,
according to an eyewit-
ness.

Sources close to the
police investigation said
Samboo had purchased

He elaborated: “Vari-
ous  leaders propound
various philosophies.
Many of them also set
certain preconditions.

“The whole purpose of
the exercise of negotia-
tion is firstly to discuss
these conditions with a
view to getting people
round the table. :

“I have often said the
commitment of the gov-
ernment towards reform
is a clear commitment.”

The government’s com-
mitment towards the in-
clusion of Black com-
munities in central sys-

the gun two months ago.

Investigators found five |
bullets in its magazine, |

the sources said.

“I was afraid but did |

not panic,” Lady Jug-

. nauth said afterwards.

The incident occurred

at the end of a ceremony

at the Arya Samaj temple
about 10 km from Port
Louis.

Sir Anerood partici- |

pated in another ceremo-
ny in the northern part of
the island on Sunday
- evening, having spent the
afternoon at a football
match. — Sapa-Reuter.

“As you well know his
position  is  currently
under consideration by
the government and until
such time that a final deci-
sion has been taken I
would not like to specu-
late on that.”

Asked whether the
State President Mr P W
Botha’s rejection of a
one-man-one-vote system
did not impede talks, Mr
Heunis said, “I don’t find
it an obstacle in the sense
that you mean it.

“You have to under-
stand that various politi-
cal leaders propound dif-
ferent solutions. There
are people who propound
the concept of a one-man-
one-vote system. The
government rejects that
as a solution.

“Obviously discussions
must lead to a compro-
mise.” :

tems was an equally clear
commitment.

“I do not believe the
setting of conditions is
going to serve the pur-
pose of finding solu-
tions.”

If people had certain
conditions the conference
table was the place to dis-
cuss them, Mr Heunis
said, and they should not
shout at each other in the
Press.
~ He said in a statement
the most important mat-

ter presently receiving at-

tention from the govern- |
ment was the accommo- |

dation of Black communi-
ties in central govern-
ment.

Recent events such as
the decrease in violence,
the active participation of
communities in the mu-
nicipal elections and dis-
cussions he had with nu-

timism.

This spirit had made it
possible to continue on
the road of reform in a
more. tranquil and moti-
vated atmosphere.

One could not look for-
ward to the imminent ter-
mination of the state of

emergency however, be-
cause he did not want to
suggest that violence has
been completely count-
ered.

e

merous Black leaders had
created a new spirit of op- |

He would however do
everything possible to
bring together leaders
that had already been
identified for discussions.

‘ This process had already

begun. -
Mr Heunis ‘said he had

no knowledge of his offic-

ials having had or having
sought contact with the
outlawed African Nat-
ional Congress.

Asked whether his of-
ficials were prohibited
from talking to certain
domestic and exiled orga-
nisations in their efforts
to get talks underway, Mr
Heunis said, “The same
rules apply to my officials
as to myself and that is to
negotiate with people that
seek peaceful solutions.”

Explaining his depart-
ment’s policy on the hy-
pothetical position of ne-
gotiating with UDF and
Cosatu officials, Mr Heu-
nis said, “The UDF con-
sists of various bodies.
There are people in the
UDF that I believe seek
violence, there are also
people that seek peaceful
solutions. Those that seek
peaceful = solutions = are
welcome to talk to gov-
ernment, my officials and
to myself”.

Mr Heunis confirmed
that he was currently en-

aged in talks with Kwa-
Zulu Chief Minister Chief
Mangosuthu Buthelezi on
the whole question of re-
“form procedures,

He mentioned these
discussions because, he
said, there was an erro-
neous perception that the
government was not talk-
ing to the Black leaders
that needed to be in-
volved in negotiations.

A revised edition of a
Survey entitled “reform
and . ghe future”, which
contains past policy state-
ments by the State Pres;.
dent, Mr P W Botha, and |
Mr Heunis, was released |
at the conference by Mr I

- Heunis’s Department. —

Sapa. ,
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Editors take
legal steps /|
on speech by

THE Weekly Mail’s
editors, Anton Harber
and Irwin Manoim, are
consulting lawyers
about legal action
against Foreign Minis-
ter, Mr Pik Botha after
it was reported that Mr
Botha told foreign cor-
respondents this week-
end that the Weekly
Mail was one of the
most “vicious” news-
papers he had seen and
that it “contributed to
more violence in this
country”.

“Not satisfied with his
government’s decision to
silence us, Mr Botha now
attacks us by making pub-
lic allegations that are
both unfounded and.de-
famatory,” the editors
said in a statement yester-
day.
“There is not a shred of

Pik

truth to Mr Botha's alle-
gations. To report on vi-
olence is very different
from orchestrating it.

“We believe that Mr
Botha should be asked to
show whether his allega-
tions have any more sub-
stance than those made
by his colleague, Mr Stof-
fel Botha.”

In another develop-
ment the Save the Press
committee has called “ou-
trageous” the arrest of
demonstrators who pro-
tested in Pretoria against
the suspension of the
Weekly Mail last week.

Committee = chairman,
Mr Raymond Louw, said
in a statement yesterday
“this is totally intolerable

‘the Press committee pro-

authorities and it is con-
demned.”

At least eight demon-
strators were arrested on
Friday when they pick-
eted in Pretoria.

«It appears that the
demonstrators dispersed
on the instructions of the
police and were then ar-
rested under the emer-
gency regulations and de-
tained,” Mr Louw said.

He added: “The Save

tests vigorously at the
outrageous treatment of
the demonstrators. —
Sapa.

conduct on the part of the
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THE CITIZEN
COMMENT
Unseemly;,

WE accept that the Forelgn Oorrespondents
Association had nothing to do with the un-
seemly behaviour of some of its members
and guests at the association’s annual dinner
in Johannesburg on Saturday night.

However, the association has to accept re-
sponsibility for the behaviour of the people

~who not only made “venomous attacks” on
the government and its policies, but also
booed, hissed and shouted at the Minister of
Forelgn Affairs, Mr Pik Botha who ad-
dressed them.

It may be argued that the Minister invited con-
tentious questions and should not have been
surprised if he received a rough hearing.

However, Pressmen (or their guests) are sup-
posed to observe the normal restraints that
are expected on such occasions and to treat
their guest of honour in accordance with the
civilised standards that are expected of them.

Whether it is a Press Club or a Foreign Corre- |
spondents’ Association in Washington, Lon- |

don, Johannesburg or any other city, the au-
dience is expected to give the speaker a fair
and attentive hearing and, in the case of a
government Minister, journalists are requir-
ed to address him with the respect that his
position demands.

We accept that many foreign correspondents
in this country are antagonistic towards the
government and tend to slate its Ministers
and policies at every turn.

News agency messages refer to the “White
minority government,” or the “voteless
Black majority,” or the “South African-sup-
ported rebels” in Angola or Mozambique,
and so on.

The impression created is that the South Afri-
can government is not legitimate, that it op-
presses the majonty and were it not for the
government’s backing, the rebel movements
would not exist.

We do not see the Cuban government referred
to as the Marxist Cuban Government, or the
Zimbabwean, the Mozambican or Zambian
government as a one-party Marxist govern-
ment, and so on.

But such is the hostility towards South Africa

that it is regarded as necessary to qualify the
South African government’s status.

It’s a damned shame and the government
should do something about it.

It is not a question of freedom of the Press or

~the rights of correspondents to report as they
see fit; if their activities are inimical to South
Africa’s interests and if they act in any way
that suggests they are biased and are deliber-
ately blackguardmg this country, action
should be taken against them.

Those correspondents who act in accordance
with the tenets of their profession, recording
events fairly if critically, will have no cause to
fear anv action.

- occasion of such a nature.
MrBotlndwervutheapologpanotodyof
- Association,

As for the rowdiness shown towards Mr Pik |
Botha, we regard it as the height of bad man-
ners to hiss, boo and jeer at a Cabinet Minis-
ter and make him an Aunt Sally for verbal
attacks

‘We may remind foreign correspondents that
they are not here by right; they are expected
to be unbiased observers and not to take an -
active role in the country’s politics. ;

If they cannot stomach conditions here, they
are welcome to remove themselves. 3

If they stay, the authorities should not, and
- cannot interfere with what they write, unless
they malign _this country without Justifica-

mosewhoamckeerBothalﬁvemndeaof
how they should comport themselves at an

the Foreign

which “regrets” whathqpened,butoﬂhosc
who, for whatever reason, turned this occa-
sion into a raucous and unseemly event that
reflects badly on journalists, who are mem-
bers of an honoured profession, and the
guests who took part.

To put it bluntly, xfjmnnalms(orthengmts)
' behave like

ws“- s
'Ihsapplmwpemnytome,mnnm who
!a‘!_ standards



UNFOUNDED ru-
mours that Nelson
Mandela would be re-
leased yesterday sent
hordes of international
journalists scurrying to
Cape Town in antici-
pation _qf}ixp_ event.
Stories that ' he . was
going to be released yes-

Waew: —

dela re
rumours unfounded

OV -

By Tony Stirling
and Sapa-Reuter

tegday were fanned in the
wake of weekend reports
stating that Mandela was
expected to be released

_+ before Christmas and by
%y & weathe fact that his wife, Mrs

: Winnie Mandela, went to
.Cape Town’s Constantia-

that they do not expect
Mandela to be restricted [/
upon release, but on a

clear ing that
he would be expected to

operate within the frame-

work of the law.
Thus, any calls for viol-
ence or unlawful actions

~ could lead to action being

taken against him.

berg Clinic with her law-
yer to see Mandela, who
is recuperating from tu-
berculosis. :
Apart from heavy
bookings by the foreign .
journalist community on
regular - flights  to''Cape

The ANC’s briefing
said that if released Man-
dela could be expected to
be given a “full place as
an ANC leader.”

The briefing also sug-
gested  that Mandela
would be expected to play

' an internal role for the
. ANC in politics in South
Africa and that he would

have the authority to act
as a spokesman for the
ANC. o

Apart from Mrs Man- !
dela, the imprisoned

ANC leader was also re- .

ported to have receivéd a

O,\Pressmen rush to Cape
: lease

Town, at least one private
jet was chartered by jour-
nalists acting on the ru- |
mour.

The ANC itself is now
lending credence to
speculation that Mandela
will be released by circu-

!
~lating a briefing to its of---
%

simultaneously or about
the same time would be
just, if Mandela is set
foe.

visit from Brigadier F C, —

Munro, officer command-
ing the Pollsmoor Prison,

. to which Mandela was

shifted after spending
most of his 25 years in jail
on Robben Island.
Brig Munro said, how-
ever, that there was noth-
— it was his customary
once-a-week courtesy call
on Mandela.
‘Mrs Albertina Sisulu,
wife of Walter Sisulu who



Mercury Correspondent

PRETORIA—Minister of Con-
stitutional Development and
Planning, Chris Heunis, re-
vealed yesterday he was in-
volved in discussions with
KwaZulu Chief Minister Man-
guvsuthu Duthielezf on e
question of reform.

Addressing a Press confer-
ence at the Union Buildings
in Protoria, Mr Hcunis soid
he mentioned this because
there was a general mis-
conception that the Goverp-
ment was not talking to black
leaders,

Chief Buthelezi recently

suid he was prepared to start
i negotiations with the South
African Government on
bringing about ‘a proper dem-
ocracy’'.

. The chief minister Stipulat-
. ed, however, that the present

constitution would have to be
abolished, slong with the
Group Areas and Population
Registration Acts.

Mr Heunis acknowledged
yesterday that some leaders

insisted on the release of
Moloon Mandcla and vtlig

political prisoners and the
abolition of diseriminatory
legislation before taking purt
in negotiations,

Approved

However, he had indicated
these were (he very issues
which should be negotiated,
he said.

Mr Heunis said the maost
important matter receiving
the Government’s attention at
the moment. was' the accom.
modation of blacks in central
Government,

lHe said he hoped legisla-
Lion enabling blacks o be ap.

pointed to the Government
would be approved by Parlia-
ment during it next session,

Yesterday's Press confer.
ence was interpreted as the
latest move in Mr Heunis's
drive Lo establish his credi-
Lility aflvs a warve vinvgative
publicity.

Following Press reports
ahout the secretive sideways
mavement of twa of hic tap of.
ficials and speculation that
he might be deposed, Mr
Heunis has enjoyed consider-
able prime time TV coverage
and front page news items [n
the NP-supporting Press,

He declined vesterday to
discuss the two officials, add-
ing that he was not bersonally
involved in any efforts to
truce deliberately lesked re-
ports apparently aimed ut un-
dermining his position,

He was not particularly

e

conrcernad ahant the reports,
he said.

Mr Heunis sajd reform
measures taken by the Gov-
ernment would almost cer-
lainly be rejected ‘by those

lor whom it is intended’ ifim- .

Posea unuaterally,

Solutions

‘We expressly want to steer
dway [rom anv semblance of
prescriptive behaviour and
one-sided action.’

Asked il the Government
would talk to groups such as
the UDF and Cosatu, Mr
Heunis said there were
groups affiliated to the UDF
which favoured violence.

‘There are also people who |5

seek peaceful solutions,
Those who seek peaceful so-
lutions are welcome to talk to
the Government, my officials
and myself, he said.
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