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HARSH though the accom-
panying rhetoric was, this
week’s ANC-sponsored
stayaway passed relatively
peacefully — a useful re-
minder that the Government’s
new-found tolerance seems to
have encouraged (this time
round anyway) wars of words
rather than of weapons. In the
.jfad old days of emergency
aw, high-profile security ac-
“tion and suppressed political
<movements, the tinder-box
Hactor would have been more
Iin evidence. So peghaps we
‘have all come a little further
“than we sometimes think.

The stayaway also revealed,
with great clarity, the splits
and cleavages that permeate
the politics of South Africa.
These divides are risky, of
course. They carry with them
the seeds of violence. But they
are healthy too. For years,
bannings and censorship pro-
~moted — assiduously if unwit-
tingly — the image of a mono-
lithic black entity just waiting
| to grab power and impose a
monolithic will on the country.
| Reality is different. Chief
| Buthelezi has rounded on the
ANC, Cosatu has attacked In-
katha, the PAC has forcefully

The Star-
Lessons of the
stayaway

reasserted its separate iden-
tity and a father-figure of the
ANC has come out against his
own organisation’s tactics. At
least now the components of
the monolith are shown to be
skilful, wilful, wily and some-
times confused politicians, just
like all the others. That must

‘come as something of a relief

to nervous minorities.

But the stayaway itself —
did that achieve anything? It
cost the country a fortune, irri-
tated employers, required
workers to lose wages and,
most significantly, is unlikely

to have any real effect in forc-

ing Pretoria to do something
more about the violence in
Natal. In our view the action
was inappropriate to the goal.

~ If the notion grows that the
ANC is ready to seize any pre-
text to promote economic
mayhem it will be profoundly
harmful to the cause of nego-
tiation. The ANC may argue
that industrial action is about
the only peaceful weapon it
possesses, but dissension with-
in its own ranks (if nothing
else) ought to force it to recon-
sider when and how it uses its

own “ultimate deterrent”.
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Inkatha

“not asked
to peace

indaha
Political HeponeN

LEADERS of the Pan-
Africanist Congress
(PAC), the Azanian Peo-
ple’s Congress (Azapo)
and the National Con-
gress of Trade Unions
(Nactu) are to be invited
to a peace conference in
Natal on August 4 in
sgite of the fact that
they did not support
yesterday’s stayaway
called b% the ANC
Cosatu, the UDF and
Sayco.

The Joint Working
Commitiee (JWC) of the
four organisations said
in a statement yester-
day it was disappointed
at the ‘unwarranted, di-
visive and disruptive
statements’ of the PAC
Azapo and Nactu and
called on them to ‘throw
in their lot’ with the rest
of the people instead of
‘ enﬁaging n ‘senseless
political gamesman-
ship’.

Asked whether
Inkatha would be invit-
ed to the peace confer-
ence, a member of the
JWC, Dr Diliza Mji, said
it would not be ‘logical’
to invite that organisa-
tion.

The programme of
national action envis-
aged b{ the ANC
Cosatu, the UDF and
Sayco revolved around
issues such as the dis-
banding of the KwaZulu
Police and the disarm-
ino of ‘warlords’

Govt promise
to deal with

Natal unrest

Political Reporter

X

THE Minister of Law
and Order, Mr Adriaan
Vlok, had dispelled the
fears of Natal business-
men in Pretoria on Mon-
day that the violence in
Natal was not being af-
forded a high priority by
the Government.

This was one of the
points made at a Press
conference yesterday
called by the Natal/-
KwaZulu Business Fo-
rum, representing six
chambers of commerce
and industry in the re-
gion as well as the
South African Sugar
Association.

The chairman, Mr Bri-
an Wallett, said the del-
egation had expressed
its concern to Mr Vlok
at what was perceived
to be a lack of direction
by the State in address-
ing the issue.

He said the minister
had told the delegation
that 8 000 peace-keep-
ing and law enforcement
of%icers had been de-

loyed in Natal and a
urther 1000 selected
men would soon be add-
ed to that number.

He said about 48 addi-
tional police strong
points were to be locat-
ed in the Province and
these would be devel-
Oﬁled into permanent
billets.

Mr Wallett said the
Government was exam-
ining how best to speed
up the i‘udicial process.
In addition, Mr Vlok
would be putting for-
ward legislative propos-
als to bolster the

resent shortcomings in

he law governing
intimidation.
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~sides 1S obsc
the economic debate

Rhetoric from both
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An open letter to business from JOE SLOVO

minimise ideological rhe-
toric. You may have
__grounds for complaint about
ours. But you must also examine
your own. You might then con-
cede that your choice of future
economic options is at least part-
ly influenced by sectional rather
than national interests.
. For example, it may well be that
in our imperfect world — the world
we will inherit after a major trans-
formation — the profit motive con-
tinues to be a way of generating
growth. But, to put it at its lowest, it
must surelfy be conceded that the
interests of society as a whole and
the uncontrolled generation of pri-
vate tgroflt do not always lie ha pily
together. This is not a Marxist cfxché
but an essential ingredient of post-
KeI);lnesxan economics.
case you misunderstand what
follows, let me say at once that we in
the ANC and the SA Communist Par-
2mb:}ieve 'ttl:i pritzat;! sector must
in a vi art of a - -
heid economy. ' 3

O HAVE a productive dia-
logue it is important to

w e fully understand {our prefer-
ence for the private profit incentive
as the prime economic mechanism
~for the creation of wealth. If we
leave out the way wealth is appor-
tioned, it must be conceded that the
profit mechanism has, historically,-
played a part in generating both pri-
vate and social wealth. And without
wxsluntito sound patronising, I do not
doubt the sincerity of your belief (im-
mortalised in the words of Henry
Ford) that “what is §ood for Ford is
geood for the country”. But we cannot

blamed for suspecting that there

is a degree of confusion in some

minds between pure self-interest and

the social good. ;
This_confusion encourages a

rationalisation which unduly con-

' flates the &rotection of private vest-

ed interests with the interests of the.
whole community. This, in turn, pro-
vides the trigger for the ideological
rhetoric to which I alluded. Let. me
touch on a few categories.
Firstly, the wth rate is too
often addressed by you as a thing in
itself, ignoring the way the ‘social
cake is apportioned. O{ course, the
rate of economic growth determines
the amount that can be milked off for

social purposes. But, for the racially
disadvantaged, an impressive
growth rate is not an impressive sta-
tistic if its fruits continue to be ap-
propriated in the same old way. -
It is correctly said that for the
economy to regain its health and to
even begin to develop the capacity to
address our serious social problems,
a minimum annual gro rate of
between 5% and 6% is needed.
From 1964 to 1975 we achieved
precisely this. Yet there was no
meaningful narrowing of the social
and economic gap between white

and black. The little narrowing that

did take place was greater during
the 1980s economic downswing due

to struggle and not economic factors.

All this is not intended to down-
play the imperative to assure maxi-
mum . But we do not go along
with the thesis that economic devel-
opment on its own will, in time,
somehow naturally erode the inher-

ited racial divide. Without some -

form of participation in, and control
of, the economy by a state commit-
ted to the correction of racial imbal-
ances, there can be no beneficial link
between growth and real social
‘benefit for the disadvantaged.

hetoric is the I
lv:\vealth. We want to make clear that,

contrary to current media m hol-
ogy, wl;,ydo not believe in the X:legd
cow” approach — whereby we kill
the cow, cut it u;
shutting our min

of ideological
istribution of

in equal portions,
to the reality that

when we have gorged ourselves
there will be no cow 1
or to milk.

t to reproduce

At the other extreme, some of you

ead the fallacy that distribution
zlr)xii redistribution of wealth must be
left completely to market forces. No
state can be, or
is area |
tx:lxltf‘dels of “free market” economies.

has been, neutral in
even in the so-called
Massive state intervention laid the
basis of the post-war economies of
Japan, South Korea and Taiwan
including large-scale land con-

fiscations.

| SA the post-1910 period was
u!:mtuated by?osstate economic and
iscal devices to redistribute wealth

and land in favour of poor whites and

to open space to the Afrikaner mid-
dle g:ctio‘;xs in the upﬁt; echelons of

' nomy. Nationa: d industries

gl;%eco astaytals Y;Iere _ctreated rp;a{g%
i .Now it a

for purpose. Now it ap i 1

e sauce which was g
thoose is not so good for the gander.

Now that process is being hastily
adjusted through selling off the state
silver to the private (overwhelming-
ly white) sector. You must, at the
very least, bear with our suspicion
that this is being done to diminish the
capacity of a t-aj

some of the economic imbalances.

A note of welcome realism was |

struck by Gavin Relly when, in 1986,
he went on record as accepting the
likelihood of some form of mixed
economy with “a measure of state

Planning and intervention” because.

‘there is quite justifiable emphasis
on the part of black South Africans
on a more equitable distribution of
wealth to compensate for the errors
of omission and commission of the
.apartheid era”.

If, then, we all agree that there is
an apartheid debt to be paid by those

~ who have benefited from what Sam-

ie Terrebla{lch: has catalllled “l'ig:x-x
ised group plundering”, the questi
is: Hgvo isp is debt to be p;ld? The
answers we hear on your side are
confusing. We are tol that the re-
sources needed to address inequality
require a dramatic increase in the
growth rate which some of you claim
will be impeded by large-scale state
intervention. Instead, the device of
taxation and other fiscal measures
are prescribed as a means of begin-
ning the process of correcting the
imbalance.

But then we are warned the exist-
ing tax base is inadequate to gener-
ate the necessary resources. And re-
cently we have been asked to accept
a dispensation which will entrench
fiscal constraints into a future con-
stitution to prevent what Minister
(Gerrit) Vijoen rather insultingly
called “the unsophisticated major-
ity” from ruining the “free markg,t
system” by “an unjust tax system™.

—————

eid state to |
intervene effectively to redress |

It seems_very much like “heads I
win and tails you lose”. We are pre-
sumably expected to be satisfied
with devices such as the latest bud-
get for social spending where whites
were allocated R2 300 a head,
coloureds and Indians R1 000 and Af-
ricans R420. The additional R3bn
fund is little more than a hiccup.

Democracy is a third concept
which lends itself to ideological rhe-
toric. If democracy means anything
it surely means that those who exer-
cise power must be subject to some
form of democratic control. So the
question you must ask is: To whom
should the economic estate be an-
swerable? Only to itself? Much of the
rhetoric which accompanies the de-
bate on your side suggests that in a
ggst-apartheid SA there should not

the kind of democratic control
over the economy by elected repre-
sentatives which you say you accept
for every other area of social life.

<o 8T




In addressing the restructuring of
our economy we are conscious of the
need to minimise damage to growth.
But we also insist on the need to

the process of redressing im-
: ces. The real question for us is:

How is wealth to be more fairly dis-
tributed without ignoring the grob-
lem wow.it is to be created”

There is no magic formula on

either side of the debate. All con-
. cerned must sit down and discuss the
. complexities of this problem. But
one is certain: neither the un-
bridled market economy .nor the
- commandist centralised econw
which ignores market forces will
lead to an acceptable outcome, Per-
haps if we umferstood one another
better we might find more common
areas than our {hetoric sometimes

es!

and control of the engine whi
drives our economy, the process of
correcting racial imbalances wil] be
retarded or will stall completely. It
is the precise mechanism of such
state intervention which continues to
lend itself to being refined both in the
interests of economic growth and to
a fair distribution of its fruits.

O Slovo is general secretary of the
SA Communist Party.
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Only_we can save De Klerk from the Right - Mandela T

TAR 4 Tul

By Esmaré van der Merwe

LONDON — The ANC was the .-

““only organisation in the entire |
world” which could help Presi- .

‘dent de Klerk survive the on- ' .

- slaught from the political Right, ©
‘Nelson Mandela last night told

‘viewers. :
“If you want to destroy the
_position of Mr de Klerk, you
must ease sanctions on the
[\groundg that you are helping .

him.” That is one thing that
would sink him,” the ANC depu-

ty leader said during his only in- .

terview in Britain.

~ He argued that the right wing
‘was accusing Mr de Klerk of -

-

‘bowing to international pressure .

¥

millions of British television . in his quest for a new non-racial

" constitution. = -

The right wing, already ac-

cusing Mr de Klerk of selling

out the Afrikaners, would “go to
town” if punitive measures were

to be eased in an effort to en-
courage political reform.

“That type of approach ‘helps

the right wing to strengthen this-

propaganda. We (the Govern-
ing this matter. It is better left

- to us, not to the international

community.
“Where a government estab-

‘lishes channels of communica-

tion ; between itself and ‘the

masses-of the people who are
qpprgssed, there is no need to
resort to violence.- But where
the government 'bans political

r:‘@'_gatﬁsations, intensifies op-
ment and the ANC) are address- ,p:;gs_.smn,(tvhe pgqple are entitled
" to resort to violence to defend

. themselves.”

_ He added: “Once the Govern-
ment agrees to remove the ob-
stacles to -negotiations we will
consider the cessation of hostili-
ty. We will consider a truce.”

i

by

- Political Staff

The African National Con-
gress (ANC) has expressed its
~disapprova

‘dent Archie Gumede’s public

‘opposition  to  the national

stayaway on Monday, Mr Gu-

medems COIlﬁl'!n Ry ¥ b e 1S
Mr  Gumede said sane:
stayaway, called jointly by the -
Congress of South African. rade
Unions and the UDF, and en-

dorsed by the ANC, was not nec-

had been made to resolve the
situation in Natal through dis-
cussions. o s

Isolate

The stayaway was meant t0
isolate KwaZulu Chief Minister
Mangosuthu Buthelezi and to
call on the Government to con-
trol the violence.

Mr Gumede said he held to his
view that the best way to handle
the demands made on the Gov-
ernment to intervene in the
Natal violence was “first to
have discussion then, if they are
not successful, to hold a
stayaway”.

Said Mr Gumede: “It is the

duty of the State to protect its

ple and this responsibility
must be brought to their notice.
If they don’t respond to talk,
_ then further action should be

d of United Demo- -
cratic Front (UDF) co-presi-

. Mr

“Tie STAR Tucs 4, 1R

umede'
?Opposition’

taken. :

“I would not have opted for
the stayaway before discussing
the matter with them first.”
‘Gumede revealed that
UDF publicity secretary and

ANC southern Natal convenor

Patrick “Terror” Lekota phoned

- him on Monday to express his

_approval of Mr Gumede’s public

opposition to the stayaway.

"He said Mr Lekota told him
he would get in touch with him
again, “and I took it he was

‘going to consult with others.”
essary because not all efforts ..g oo

- Anger, he said, was behind the

‘organising of the stayaway, and

‘he did not think acting out of

-anger was good. He, who lived
 in the Durban area, was well-po- |

sitioned to study the situation..

“There was a good response
to the call for a stayaway, but it
remains to be seen whether it
will create a situation where no
lives will be lost (in future). If
the purpose of the stayaway was

“not to stop the violence and the

loss of human lives, then what
was it for?” the UDF leader
asked.

However, he said, despite the
difference in opinion with the
ANC, the matter was “minor”
and was not to be construed as
any major split between the two
organisations’ affiliation.

Mr Lekota, who was reported
to be in Johannesburg for a
meeting, could not be reached
for comment.




The real politic: Taking Mandela beyond the latest US fad 0

There was something peculiarly saddening
— infuriating even — about the reception
accorded Nelson Mandela in the United
States last week.

There he was being compared not only
with Moses and George Washington and
Martin Luther King, but even Jesus Christ
— while being propelled about in a bullet-
proof Mandela-mobile to the cheers of hun-
dreds of thausands, specially manufactured
ticker tape raining down on him, and a
choir exultantly singing the Hallelujah Cho-
rus to America’s latest Messiah.

Yes, it was on the one hand an explosion
of this country’s idealism at its best, a quin-
tessentially American outpouring of good-
will and optimism for the future.

But it also showed a less heartening,
more quixotic side: its political immaturity
and isolationism, and its naive fondness and
fads for glitzy international celebrities
from far away, little-understood countries.
Corazon Aquino one year, Lech Waleska the
next, then Mikhail Gorbachev — and now,
Nelson Mandela. .

Such people become flavours of the
month here, and just about every American
swddenly acts as though they have known of
them and supported them all their lives.
But then, inevitably, disillusion sets in.

The simplified prism through which

———

Nelson Mandela was possibly just
the flavour of the month in the
United States, where there is a
naive fondness for celebrities from
little-understood countries, writes
ANDREW STEPHEN of The Ob-

server.

¢

America sees the rest of the world distorts
perceptions. In the celebrities’ own coun-
tries, life soon appears more complicated
than Americans realised; the celebrities as-
sume mortal rather than Hollywood pro

“portions, and their superstardom fades

away.

I say all this because Mandela’s eight-
city, 12-day tour here was of the utmost
importance for him — and hence South
Africa. His success depends on transform-
ing his Hollywood persona into that of a
real-life politician, a flawed human being
like the rest of us who is willing to grasp
nettles that will be unwelcome to US lead-
ers and people alike.

He knows perhaps more than anyone,
after all, the might of the US — both in the
past and in the future. It had the power to

 have him imprisoned as a result of a CIA
;ip-off 28 years ago, and through trade con-

tinued to help sustain apartheid more than
any other country. Then a miracle hap-
pened in the mid-’80s and the US woke up to
the realities of apartheid.

Yet Mandela’s very honesty and integri-

‘ty, his unfamiliarity with the importance of
the 30-second TV bite directed by the

image-makers could itself hasten the pro-
cess of disullusionment with him: an alarm-
ing commentary, if ever there was one, on
the state of how opinion is formed here.

It is only in the last three days, for exam-
ple, that Americans began to learn what
Mandela actually believes. It has been a
shock to many that — notably unlike Mar-
tin Luther King — he still believes in vio-
lence. Americans can be remarkably blithe
about this when the violence seems far
away — a New York street corner next to
City Hall has just officially been named
after Joseph Doherty, wanted in Britain for
the murder of a soldier in Northern Ireland
— but are terrified by the prospect of it
affecting them.

Then there is his courtship of Yasser Ara-

fat, Fidel Castro, and Muammar Gaddafi —
hate figures here, the direct mirror-im-
mages of those feted exotic superstars from
abroad. ;

The Zionist lobby here is already x:gm
ning a campaign against Mandela’s Arafat

three times since his release, more than
other international figure — and it was no
coincidence that George Bush severed rela-
tions with the Palestine Liberation Organi-
sation on the day that Mandela’s Canadian
Air Force jet touched down.

Mandela made no bones about why he
champions such an unlikely trio: “They are
placing resources at our disposal to win the
struggle,” he said simply — a clear warning
to Bush of the ANC’s need for massive fund-

ing.

And the way Castro and Gaddafi run
their own countries? “We have no time to
}::iOk into the internal affairs of other coun-

“.”

Like his words on nationalisation — an-
other horror word here — this was not a
reply the image-makers would have recom-
mended. Much more of this kind ot thing
and Mandela will be forgotten by America
as quickly as he was discovered.

The superstardom, the Mandela mania of
souvenir T-shirts and mugs, is still awash
throughout this country; but soon the real-
politik, the hard talk from the Bushes and
the Bakers that bears no relation to the
Hollywood glitz, will begin. And then we
will learn how much of a hero Nelson Man-
dela really is to America. i




Hurd,
diffe

struggl

LONDON. — African
National Congress
leader Nelson Mandela
and British Foreign
Secretary Douglas
Hurd held what were
described as full and
friendly talks in Lon-
don yesterday, but it
was clear they dis-
agreed on the issues of
sanctions against South
'Africa and the ANC’s
refusal to renounce the
armed struggle.

The two emerged brief-
Iy to talk to newsmen out-
side Mr Hurd’s official
residence after 90 minutes
of discussions — the first
top-level meeting be-
tween the ANC and the
British Government.

Prime Minister Mrs

Mandela-|
‘on armed
curbs

JUH

Margaret Thalchcr
branded the ANC as “ter-
rorist” a few years ago
and banned her Ministers
from making any contact
with it, but invited™the
ANC deputy president to
meet her when he was re-
leased in February.

Both confirmed the
sensitive issue of Mr Man-
dela’s remarks in Dublin
on Monday, that the Brit-
ish Government and the
Irish Republican Army
should sit down and nego-
tiate a peaceful settle-
ment for Northern Ire-
land, had also been dis-
cussed.

Mr Mandela reiterated
an explanation earlier in
the day when speaking to
Parliamentarians, that he
had only been speaking in

!_

i

|

~close altogether.. . .-

general principle against
all violence and that he
had not expressed any
opinion about the North-
ern Ireland conflict itself.

Mr Hurd said: “We ex-
pressed our views, and
very strong feeling that
the IRA are rejects of a
political system (which)
failed to convince the

electorate and turned to ||

murder and destruction.”

The Foreign Secretary
described their talks as
full and friendly, with Mr
Mandela doing most of
the talking, laying out the
ANC’s views on the situa-
tion in South Africa and
the prospects for further
progress towards a settle-
ment with the SA Gov-
ernment.

Mr Mandela said:
“There are certain points
of difference, but that
does not worry me, be-
cause once you meet for
discussions, the possibili-
ty is always there that the
gap between the two re-
spective approaches will
be narrowed and even

“I'm quite aware of the

Hurd and Mandela ﬂlffer 4\*/

FROM PAGE 1

position of the British
government,

on the question of sanc-

tions and the armed strug-

gle, and I outlined the ap-

proach, and motivation,
- of the ANC on these.

He said the first meet-
ing, in May, between the
ANC and the SA Govern-
ment had been successful,
and he was optimistic
about the outcome of the
next discussions with Mr
De Klerk.

After their talks, Mr
Hurd hosted a luncheon
for Mr Mandela and a
number of guests, includ-
ing the Archbishop of
Canterbury, Robert Run-
cie, former South African
MP Mrs Helen Suzman,
film-maker Sir Richard
Attenborough, the gener-
al secretary of the Trades
Union Congress in Brit-
ain, Mr Norman Willis,
and Britain’s ambassador
to South Africa, Sir Ro-
bin Renwick.

Earlier yesterday,
while speaking in a House
of Commons committee

especially

room, Mr Mandela said ‘i lems by peaceful negotia-

he wanted to put the re-
cord straight on his re-
marks about the IRA.
The Parliamentary
Group’s chairman, Tory
MP Ivor Staubmok had
in his introduction of the
ANC leader, called on
him to retract his state-
ment that the British
Government should ne-
gotiate with the IRA.

“During the (Dublin)
Press conference, a jour-
nalist asked me about my
attitude to the IRA and
the British Government.

“I refused to be drawn
into that issue. I made no
comments about the IRA
nor the British Govern-
ment.

“What I did was to
point out that our ap-
proach, as the ANC, is
that all conflicts, whatev-
er in the world, should be

settled peacefully.

“I asked the question:
Whatl‘sﬂneusemthat

whentheyowldsutdown
and address their prob-

saved by

tions.

“That is my stand and
the stand of the ANC.

“All conflict where
people are killed have no
right to be allowed,” he
said to applause from the
MPs.

“All people who be-
lieve in justice and want
to follow the line char-
tered by the United Na-
tions ought to realise the
importance of trying to
settle conflicts peacefully

. How does one justify
killing human beings
when these lives could be
negotiated
settlement?

“In saying so I was ex-
pressing no opinion on
the conflict between the
IRA and the British Gov-
ernment . . . it is for you

here to express opinions
on that particular issue.

“I am - conducting a
struggle in my country . .
I do not know what is
going on in other coun-
tries, and I have refrained
throughout my tour from
participating in the inter-
nal affairs of those coun-

TO PAGE2

tries, especually in the
United States where I was
called on to express an
opinion on racism there.

1 would like you to
understand . . . I express-
ed a general opinion
which I am prepared to
defend for the rest of my
days.”

During his eight-city
US tour, Mr Mandela
raised more than R18,2
million for the ANC and
Americans paid millions
more involuntarily, in tax
dollars, for his police pro-
tection.

In London yesterday,
he was mobbed by sup-
porters after meeting
leaders of the British
Black community and
urging them to fight ra-.
cism and apartheid.

They clustered around
him as he left his hotel.

“Racism has no place
in the last decade of this
century. We must double
and redouble our efforts
to defeat the forces of ra-
cism and  apartheid
wherever they may be,”
ke told the Black leaders.
—Sapa-AP.




_Foot in it

Y ANC Deputy President, Mr Nelson Mandela,
| is finding that life on the international circuit

" does not consist just of adulation and hero
worship.

Indeed, every statement he makes is under
scrutiny and when he puts a foot wrong, he
could well topple from the pedestal on which
he is placed by fawning admirers.

His support for Cuban President Fidel Castro,

"

Libyan leader Colonel Muammar Gaddafi’

and PLO chief Yasser Arafat offended many
Americans.

They despise all three of them.

~But Mr Mandela, because of the help the
ANC received from this awful trio, felt
obliged to express his solidarity with them.

- This focussed attention on the ANC’s connec-
tions with terrorist leaders, being a reminder,
too, of the terrorism committed by the ANC
as part of its “armed struggle.”

Even Congressman Howard Wolpe, a leader
of the anti-Pretoria lobby in Congress,
thought Mr Mandela’s remarks were unfor-
-tunate.

However, in the glow of the Mandela pres-
ence, his remarks were generally over-
looked, or forgiven, or brushed aside. .

Nevertheless, conservative lobbies will use
them in the months to come to attack Mr
Mandela and the ANC.

And there will be Congressmen who, though
they gave Mr Mandela an ovation when he

- addressed them, are uneasy about the impli-
cations of what Mr Mandela said, the com-
pany he keeps and what he stands for.

Mr Mandela’s remarks will haunt him at a cru-
cial time in his build up as an international
figure, statesman and, as the ANC would
have it, State President-in-waiting,

~ His wife, Mrs Winnie Mandela, does not have

his special aura as the world’s most famous
former political prisoner, or as a deity.

Instead of being the demure wife, as she has

- been for much of the time since his release,

- she has projected herself as a person with

~anti-White feelings (she will go back into the

~ bush, she says, and fight the White man if the
 negotiations break down) and her infamous
remark, “With our matches and with our
necklaces, we shall liberate this country,”
- has become a remind r of her part in the

Her involvement in the Stompie Moeketsi case
Thus, on top of his

la will have to endure the embarra

_ his wife’s controversial roles and statements,
This week, on the eve of his meeting with the
British Foreign Secretary, Mr Douglas Hurd,

~ and Mrs Margaret Thatcher, the British
Prime Minister, Mr Mandela made another

R S o e S

He suggested that Britain should have talks
“with %:sltnsh Republican Army even though
the IRA has not renounced violence.
No doubt Mr Mandela, seeing the ANC is in-
- volved in talks with the government without

~ renouncing violence, believes the same thmg

- should happen in the case of the IRA.

‘However, the British consider the situation is

 different, the IRA using terrorism instead of
 the ballot box and the ANC resorting to ter-
rorism because Blacks do not have the vote.
A simplistic thought that, terrorism being ter-
~ rorism whatever cause is espoused.

" However, it is not just that: The IRA has been

icularly beastly recently, killing two Brit-
i‘s’s;mpolioemen on the beat and pgmbmg.the
 Carlton Club, frequented by British Cabinet
Ministers and legislators. i ;
Talking to the IRA is not something even the
leader of the British Opposition Labour Par-
ty, Mr Neil Kinnock, can support — and he is
~ distancing himself from Mr Mandela on this
ue. : :
Mlis Mandela thinks his remarks were dis-
torted, but we can hardly see how he can
justify that claim. £ A :
He has, in fact, put his foot in it again.
He is going to discover that his words, his asso-
. ciations and the aims of the ANC will be put
i i der the microscope. ;
increasingly un ] e ANC.
“armed séé%‘wr; ntinued terror-
ism, albeit against policemen, Black coun-
cillors and officials, and his support of it.

* IThis will thro
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100 Kw

aZulu

children

“have Al

DURBAN. — Eight
nurses, four auxilliary
health workers, more
than 100 school pupils
and 10 school teachors
in Natal/KwaZulu are
Aids infected, it was
revealed yesterday.
Despite their HIV posi-
tive conditions, the teach-
ers are thought to be cur-
rently employed, the
nurses are working in
various provincial and
KwaZulu hospitals while

the scholars are at various,

schools dotted around
KwaZulu. -

It is not known whether
they have been adequate-
ly counselled on their
condition or whether they

300 new

are taking precautions by
having safe sex.

Natal's representative
of the Aids Advisory
Group, Prof Dennis Pudi-
fin, said the following
HIV groups of infected
people had been identi-
fied by the Natal Blood
Transfusion Service dur-
ing their routine donor
and blood testing opera-
tions since the beginning
of the year: 10 teachers,
118 scholars, eight nurses,
four auxilliary health
workers, 12 transport
drivers and 64 labourers.

Although the nurses
were supposedly working
with patients they posed
“no risk to patients as Aids

was transmitted mainly by -

SA Aids

cases anticipated

ABOUT 300 new Aids
nosed in South Africa

cases are expected to be diag-
this year, according to the De-

partment of National Health and Population Develop-

ment.

Dr H J Lombard, Director of Medical Services of the
department, said in Pretoria yesterday 100 new cases
had been diagnosed this year up to June 21, while a

total of 156 new cases

had been diagnosed last year.

Projections were that 60 000 people in South Africa
were currently infected with the HIV.

It was impossible he
or when a saturation

spreading of the disease in

said to say at this stage whether
point would be reached for the

South Africa. — Sapa.

ds

sexual intercourse, said
Prof Pudifin.

“They would obviously
take precautions, for ex-
ample, not come into con-
tact with a patient if they
have a bleeding cut,” he
said.

“The heterosexually
transmitted Aids situation
is getting rapidly worse
with 100 new cases being
positively identified in
Natal every month,” said
Prof Pudifin. :

He said two thirds of
the cases were picked up
by various doctors, hospi-
tals and clinics while the
other third was picked up
by Natal Blood Transfu-
sion Service during their
routine testing.

There are now, accord-
ing to Prof Pudifin, who
has the official figures.
2 000 HIV positive cases
in Natal of which 300
have been identified since
April.

Natal’s MEC in charge
of health, Dr Tino Volk-
er, said: “It is most WOr-

. rying that so many
people, including teach-
ers and nurses, are ob-
viously disregarding the
Aids education campaign.

“1 can only urge people
to take precautions and to
practice safe sex.”

Sapa.
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“Mandela Sees Hope For Cease-Fire
LONDON — Nelson Mandela said Tuesday

night that it was very likely the armed struggle of

i the African National Congress in South Africa
| would be over by the end of this year.

. "The ANC leader said he had discussed the issue _ ||

“ with South” Africa’s president,’

F.W. de .Klerk.” “We 'have

5 ageed'on the removal of the

_ obstacles to negotiations, and 1

" have no doubt that in our sec-

i ond meeting we will_achieve
this,” Mandela said. He said a
cease-fire in the armed struggle | €
was “very likely” to occur Dy §
the year’s end.

‘De Klerk and Western lead-
ers, including President Bush
and British Prime Minister
Margaret Thatcher, have urged

Mandela

the ANC to give up violence. The ANC'’s armed
campaign has been largely dormant in the past
year, but - ANC leaders said they couldn’t end it
until police and troops quit firing on unarmed

. black protesters.

Roundup - 4"

(/4)



THE NATAL MERCURY,

~Iniatha
not asked
to peace

indaha
Political Heponelb(

LEADERS of the Pan-
Africanist Congress
(PAC), the Azanian Peo-
ple’s Congress (Azapo)
and the National Con-

ess of Trade Unions

actu) are to be invited
to a peace conference in
Natal on August 4 in
sﬁlte of the fact that
t et' did not support
yesterday's stayaway
called bK the ANC
Cosatu, the UDF and
Bayco.

The Jnint Working
Commit.ee (JWC) of the
four organisations said
in a statement yester-
day it was disappointed
at the ‘unwarranted, di-
visive and disruphve
statements’ of the PAC

Azapo and Nactu and:
called on them to ‘throw

in their lot’ with the rest
of the people instead of
enga ng in ‘senseless
polit
ship’

cal gamesman-
As'ked whether

- Inkatha would be invit-

ed to the peace confer-
ence, a member of the
JWC, Dr Diliza Mji, said
it would not be ‘logical’
to invite that organisa-
tion.

The programme of
national action envis-
aged b{ the ANC
Cosatu, the UDF and
Bayco revolved around
issues such as the dis-
banding of the KwaZulu
Police and the disarm-
ing of ‘warlords’.

gt

Govt promise
to deal with

WEDNESDAY, JULY 4, 1990

Natal unrest

Political Reporter /\\’

THE Minister of Law
and Order, Mr Adriaan
Vlok, had dispelled the
fears of Natal business-
men in Pretoria on Mon-
day that the violence in
Natal was not being af-
forded a high priority by
the Government.

This was one of the
points made at a Press
conference yesterday
called by the Natal/-
KwaZulu Business Fo-
rum, representing six
chambers of commerce
and industry in the re-

lon as well as the

outh African Sugar
Assoclation.

. The chairman, Mr Bri-
an Wallett, said the del-
egation had expressed
its concern to Mr Vlok
at what was perceived
to be a lack of direction
by the State in address-
ing the issue.

He said the minister
had told the delegation |,
that 8 000 peace-keep-
ing and law enforcement
officers had been de-

loyed in Natal and a
Fur her 1000 selected
men would soon be add-
ed to that number.

He said about 48 addi-
tional police strong
points were to be locat-
ed in the Province and
these would be devel-
o&ed into permanent
billets.

Mr Wallett said the
Government was exam-
ining how best to speed
up the {udjclal rocess.
In addition, Mr Vlok
would be putting for-
ward legislative propos-
als to bolster the
gresent shortcomings in

he law governing
intimidation.

Divorce orders

FINAL orders of divorce granted in the Supreme
Court, Durban, yesterday were: Bernadette Evelyn
Britz (b Van Vuuren) v William Leslie Britz;
Suleman -Mohamed Bey v Zarina Bibi Bey (b
Suleman); Shiralee-Ann Penelope Binéham (b Mill)
v Ronald Bin‘;ham; Patrick Kenneth Chetty v Bar-
bara Chetty (f Govender); R oss Thomas Graham v
Debra Valerie Graham (b Davies); Elizabeth
Muraour (b Bnnnlsterz, v Paul Vincent Muraour;
Annette Gwendoline Parry (b Visser) v Thomas
Victor John Parry; Ashadevi Rajoo (b Pithamber) v
Dayalan Ankiah Rajoo.




—
—

ol
@ - **7, 09_/7/70 i

Wednesday July 4 1990

‘= MRS THATCHER TO CONFRONT ANC LEADER OVER TERRORIST SUPPORT smmmey

Nelson showdown

MRS THATCHER will today
throw down the gauntlet to
Nelson Mandela over his
refusal to condemn terrorist
violence.

Her challenge will come after
the black African leader yesterday
hacktracked over his call for the
Government to negotiate with the
IRA without pre-conditions.

Today's historic meeting will con.
centrate on the two leaders’ visions of
how South Africa should dismantle the
apariheid regime.

While nelither is expected to change
thelr views over sanctions, Mr
Mandela last night seid he was looking
forward to the meeting and was “opti-
mistic” they could resolve some of
their differences,

The Prime Minister is eager to use
the meeting (o detail Britain's
?proach o Pretoria and President de

lerk’s reforms.

e

But she will also use it (v again urge

CHEERFUL:; Mr Mandela and Mr Hurd

Mr Mandela to renounce
violence and take him to
task over his IRA
comments,

Mr Mandela dismayed
politicians from gll sides
with the remarks and

esterday he attempted
o heal the rift before
meeting Foreign Secre-
tary Douglas Hurd.

Speaking at a packed
meeting of MPs in West-
minster on the first day
of an official visit, a
tired-looking Mr Man-
dela sald he had not
wanted to interfere.

“What I said was (o
point out that, as with

By NICHOLAS ASSINDER
Chief Political
. .___Correspondent

our approach as the
ANC, all conflicts
wherever in the world
Ihe¥ are found should be
scitled peucefully.”

Innocent

"1 asked: What is the
use in parties killing one
another, killing innocent
civilians, when they
could sit down and
address  their pro-
grammes by peacetul
means.

“That is the stand of
my organisation, It is my
stand.  All conflicts
where peaple are Killed
have no right to be
allowed,”

®Mr Mandela's wite
Winnie arvived three
hours late tor a school
visit yesterday to find
the pupils and  digni.
taries had gone home,

She was deluyed by a
mix-up  over her
schedule - and then got
10st on the way to Dane-
tord School in London's
Bethnal Green,

i e

e

e
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Louch, Mt Mandela ! Thats not a very caring way ko treat
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i Speakmg from a piatform draped in a soviet red

> ——

hammer and sickie flag, Nelson Mandela left no room for
deubt where Ra stands when at hio firot publio
appearance following release from prison he stated: “
saiute the South African Communist Party for its steriing
contribution to the struggle for democracy: You have
survived forty years of unrelenting persecution ... We are
heartened by the fact that the alliance between ourselves
and the party remains as strong as it always was.”
(Detroit News, May 31, 1990)

Shortly thereafter, the People’s Daily Werid, official
publication of the Communist Party in the United States,
reported in its issue of March 28, 1290 that Mandela met
wills represe dalives v vasiunsl Culba it Namibis. At

‘this meeting Mandela paid tribute to Cuba's communist

dictator, Fidel Castro, saying: “During all my years in ...
prison, Cuba was an inspiration and Comrade Fidel

Castro.a tower of strength.' ;

“We have benefitted tremendously from the lessons of
the Cuban Revolution and from what Cuba’s doing,
especially in Alrica’, he added.

In response, the Cuban communist representative said
of Mandela, *Your ideas and strength were an inspiration
to all revoiutionaries in the world”

If space allowed, much additional evidence couid be
presented {0 show that Neison Mandela is NO real
liberator NOA is he a hero to anyone who truty loves
freedom.

Mandela is, in truth, a militant hard<ore Marxist .

revoiutionary whose program of “national liberation” and . .
tdemaerasy” we Rave seen before in the form of the maoe . -

human slaughter, murder, oppression and terror that
foliowed the communist conguest of Cambodia, Lacs,
Vietnam, Mozambigue, Angola, Ching, Cuba, N:caragua,
Eastemn Europe and eisewhere.

THEREFORE, until such time as Neilson Mandela withdraws support of and repudiates his alliance
with the South African, Cuban, Soviet ‘and all other intemnational communist parties; and until such
time as he advocates c!aans-mg the African Natinnal Gnngress (ANG) af communists, especially these
holding dominant positions within the ANC; and, finally, until such time. as he renounces his belief in
and ceases his pmmot:on of the remlut:onary program and dogmas of Marx:sm-l.enlmsm, we say

».' ‘
,._'.

L

NELSON MANDELA

YOU ARE NOT WELCOME HERE!

e

e e

Distributed by: BREAKTHROUGH, PO, B 241192, Derolt, Ml 48224
PRO CHRISTO, PRO PATRA
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Mandela given
the facts after

his blunder
on IRA talks

By JOHN DICKIE
Diplomatic Correspondent

Hurd lecture

Late arnval ... Mrs Mandela ged Iw pup-ls and staff at Daneford School

By HAL AUSTIN
NELSON MANDELA got 3 | gy oond JO HAYNES .HUNDREDS LEFT
history lesson on the IRA | cimaxofatumpnan:  VA/AITING BY
yesterday from Foreign | Ysitfors manwhese
Secretary Douglas Hurd. | EEclfitte™s™ THE MISSING VIPs

And he can expect 8 similar
lecture today from Mrs Thatcher.

But Nelson Mandelsa,

get-together was reduced saw the two Liberal

visibly worn and to a rowdy when Democrats for five minutes

“The IRA are %%c&mﬂﬁm e s S ag  Some of the Londoners ;Inlenhumedngee:t.me
system,” Mr H veteran undreds PpOrte; ! -party commi on
African National Congress leades. mw& The strain took its toll on  South Africa.

He was to Mr Mandels’s Six engagements. the 72-year—old leader and  They left the House of
ad during his visit to Dublin that he returned o his hotel Commons on time, Mr
avice AU B VI e oA wtioat | The day started for the room for a 90-minute rest,  Mandela for & working

ritain Famt B B vt Sht son: South ing an 8.45am lunch at Cariton House
S X g b Lo Democm;zcmluléermddy p3 H

- maorning meeting for
B’l.lnt leaders of the biack Ashdown and Sir David and his flamboyantl:
community at his Park Steel. The Mandelas dressed wife for & visit to

MrBurdleft.hlmmnodoubtaboutthe Lane hotel. What was arTived at the Commons &t Daneford School
‘strong feelings of everybody here’ meant o be an orderly S.50am — an hour late — Bethnal Green, East

London. For some reason
he arrived 90 minutes late
and she was an
astonishing tnree hours
overdue at the schoo! for
underpriviteged children.
When she did arrive, the
children and waiting police
had atready left.
But she returned in the
afternoon and was moooed
by the excited chitdren.
Mr Mandela emerged from
his lunch just after 3pm
looking weary and headed
back to his hotel —
cancelling the rest of the
day's engagements.
Nmﬂ wi”-:- gene,m‘
secretary of the TUC, was
told that Mr Mandela was
not going to keep an
evm.tng appciniment with
trade union leaders at
Congress House.

The facits he ttoMrllan(Haabaut
thema.werepgllun::‘l‘hm

completely free elections
gew.b. the gcz!h of Ireland

and the Republic. Their

Mrs Thatcher will hammer
Mandelsg;t;bnvt_mcem
it . SAYIng be was
looking forward (o the talks

and was ‘very opiimisuc’
about them.

could soive the pmvmc'es;

proviems. The ANC vice-presl
dmt)eftxtunmmeendota
25-minute prepared speech at
Westminster to ‘put the
record straight'.

Tm conducting & struggle
in my own country. I do not

. know what is on in
other countries” he sid.

‘1 was ex-pmang no opinion
on the conflict between the
IRA and the government.’ He

told MPs: ‘Tt is for you here to

.- express opinions on that
specif:

ic issue’
But Tory Ivor Stanbrook,
the Chairman the

who formed an angrv circle

arouné him in Westminster

Hall after the meeting.

Many accused him of ruin-

mganhxstoncommnmnh
dedness’.

‘You ought to be bloody
ashamed V" said
Labour's Dennis Skinner.
fth? you have bee; ILII;- jeal
or 27 years, you might have a
different view as well’
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ANC optimistic
on timescale for
lifting sanctions

John Gittings and Hella Plok

THE ANC and the South
African  government
could agree to ask the in-
ternational community to lift
sanctions, even before the end
of the year, 4 senior ANC offi-
clal sald yesterday as Nelson
Mandela prepared to meet Mrs

.| Thatcher,

Mr Thabo Mbekl, the ANC's
foreign affairs spokesman, in-
sisted at a meeting of news-

| paper aud televison editors in

Fondon that there was no time-
scale and it could be much
longer before sanctions could
be lifted. But he stressed that
the ANC had no precise defini-
tion of pre-conditions,

Mr Mandela told the meeting
that he hoped to “narrow the
gap' with Mrs Thatcher on the
jssues of sanctions and armed
struggles. lle said that both
countries had strong historical
tles and praised the “clear op-
position of the British Govern-
ment und people” (o apartheld
in the past.

He shrugged off the row over
his vemarks on the IRA as a
dead issue. “T was happy to be
assured that this is not an issue
between us and the British Gov-
crnmend,” he said, "It does not
really worry me,"”

Mr Mbeki said the conditions
laid down in the Havare Decla-
ration in 1989 for the lifting of
sanctions had been overtaken
by the more general view, en-
dorscd by the Enropean Com-
munity and the UN General As-
sembly, that “profound and
frreversible change' should
occur first.

The fmplication of his
remarks was that the political
process had overtaken the need
for precise formulas. The ANC
and President F. W. de Klork's
government, acting together,
could judge when the moment
was right to ask the world for
financial help.

Mr Mbeki said, in a clear vef-
erence to Britain, that unilat-
cral decisions could destabilise
the negotiations, even if taken
with the best intentions.

Mr Mandela Insisted that the
ANC understood the difficult
position of President de Klerk
and argued that premature tift-
ing of sanctions could weaken
hinmt, The right wing wis argu-
ing that Mr de Klerk acted on
the instructions of Britain and
the US, and they would inter-
pret lifting of sanctions as a

reward by the great powers.

He said he would make a
strong case with Mrs Thatcher
that armed struggle was
adopted by the ANC anly when
it had no alternative. "It cannot
be a correct approach to con-
done violence by the oppressed,
but to tolerate it when used by
the oppressor,” he said.

Barlier in the day, Mr Man-
dela told an all-party meeting in
the House of Commons that he
had no inteniton of expressing
an opinion on the Irish stru%gle
when he had talked in Dublin
about the need for peaceful
resolution of conflicts. He was
affirming a genera) principle,
“which I am prepared to defend
to my dying days".

He made the same points dur-
ing talks with the Foreign Sec-
retavy, Nouglas Hurd, who said
afterwards that he had listened
carefully and that it had
cleared up the position as far as
Mr Mandela was concerned.

Mr Mandela may, however,
have compounded his problems
with Mrs Thutcher by suggest.
ing yesterday that the UN could
be used for the peaceful setile-
ment of conflicts, even where
{hey concerned the internal af-
fairs of member states,

Government sources indi-
cated that Mrs Thatcher
planned to tell Mr Mandela
when he visits Downing Street
today that Britain did not nego-
tiate with terrovists and had no
intention of negotiating with
the IRA or its political arm.

Mr Mandela, deputy leader of
the ANC, does not intend to
remind Mrs ‘'hatcher that less
than three years ago she was
descrihing it as a terrorist
organisation. Mrs Thatcher
receives him today as an hon.
oured guest and a Key flgure in
negotiations to scttle South Af-
rica's future.

Michael White adds: Mr Man-
dela last night predicted that a
ceasefire between the South
Afrvican Government and the
ANC was “very likely by the
end of this year”.

Speaking on BBC TV's News-
night, he said that both sldes in
South Africa were serjously
secking a solution to the post-
apartheld era, He had no doubt
that at his second meeting with
President De Klerk they would
remove obstacles to full negoti.
ation. But Mr Mandela again
refused invitations to specifl-
cally condemn the IRA while
expressing his abhorrence of all
politival violenee.

a1
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Mr Nelson Mandela, ANC leader, meeting My Hurd, Forcign Secretary, in London yesterday

Winnie late for school

MRS WINNIE MANI)H,\
lpolnglsed for a mix-up in her
itincrary yesterday alter she
arrived three howrs late at an
east London schoul to find 390
pupils, dignitaries snd tea h-
ers had gane homa . 0

Philtp Sherwell.

She returned (o Dancropd
Boys School in Bethnd Green
two hours later, hy whiov Lime
staff had hastily resassembled

the welcaming party. Mis Man-
dela had heen due at the sehmol

af Moy, Ll inat el @l e
nivd her hushand to Pavlin.
ment. When she finably wevived
at midday, hes deiver had to
axk a |)nhum.n| whether they
were in the r U.!lll pl tee as there
wis nobody waiting for them.

Mrs Mandels, @ patron ot the

Danclord Fiducation Trust,
Baccorgl wt ¢hie achuwd, el 105 &

tonr of the Institute of Contem.
porary Arts in the Mall before
rethreming at 2pm.

Miss Christine Chapman,
headmistress, said: “Mrs Man.
deda did not want (o disappoint

the children so she came back
later. She apologised profuscly
and certainly made amends,
The children were delighted.”
Mrs Mandela told the children
she hoped “l“ would use
exchange visits arranged by
the trust to build up friend-
ship, “1 am greatly honoured to
he part of this school,” she suid,
The children should have been
at home because the school was
closed for a staff (rammg day.




Mandela hints
at ceasefire in
South Africa

By George Jones, Political Editor

NELSON MANDELA held out the prospect last night

of an end to the armed struggle in South Africa this

year, after resolving his differences with the Govern- \
ment over the IRA on the eve of his first mecting with :
Mrs Thatcher in Downing Street today.

Mr Mandela, vice-president.
of the African National Con.
gress, said a ceasefire was very
likely before the end of the

year. :

His assurances followed an @CJ ¢
appeal from My Hurd, Foreign

Secretary, during their talks

yesterday, for an early com-

mitment 1o abandoning the ﬁ .,
armed struggle to secure /e_- C
reform in South Africa,

Interviewed vn BBC Televi-
sion's Newsnight programme,

Mr Mandela said the South
African government and the [ @ /? “d
ANC had agreed to the '

removal of obstacles to
negotiation, |

“There is no doubt in my |; O{

mind that both the Cuv(,tm&- Lm éL- o N
ment and ourselves are serious
in secking a solution, ' he said,

However, Mt Mandela again
refused to condemn the 1RA,
though he sought to play down
the row over his earlier
remarks that the Government
should engage in negotiations
withoul waiting for an end to
the violence.,

e said: "'Violence from
whatever quarter is to be con-
demned, but 1 again refuse to
he drawn into expressing an
opinion on any specific
controversy.”

Barlice, Mr Mandela was |
involved in angry scenes when
he addressed a 150-strong |
group uf MI's at Westininster,

In & 25-minute prepared
speech he did nol mention the
IRA but, responding to a
request from ;Wr Ivor Stan-
brook, Conservalive MP for
Orpington who was chairing
the meeting, he said he wanted
to put the record straight,

During a press conference in
Dublin on Monday, be said, he
had been asked about his atti.
tude 1o the IRA and the British
Government, 'l refused to be
drawn into that issue. 1 made
no commenls about the IRA
nor the Governmemnt,'* he said.

“What 1 said was to point out
that our approach as the ANC
is that all conflicts, wherever
in the world they are found,
should be settled pracefully.”

e had pot wanted to inter-
fere in the internal politics of
Britain
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NOT WITHOUT HONOUR

Nelson Mandela arrived back in London this
week on a wing and a gaffe. His second world
tour has embraced such rituals of intermnational
stardom as apothcosis by the American media
and a bad stumble over Irish politics. Neither
signifies much. American hero-worship of
distantidols is nothing new; and some salute to
this remarkable man is certainly due. As for the
IRA, Mr Mandcla would have been well-
advised to say nothing at all on the subject. But
he is not the first visiting politician to fall into
the IRA trap. As Americans discovered with
his references to Fidel Castro and Colonel
Gadafi, even the most impeccable “freedom
fighter” has debis 1o pay,

Mr Mandela has other debts yet to be
cleared. His mission round the warld has been
a plea for cconomic sanctions on South Africa
to be maintained. His campaign for others 1o
declare economic aggression on South African
jobs as a “bargaining counter”" loses all
meaning when he pleads at the same time for
businessmen and bankers to show confidence
in South Africa’s future, The price of sanctions
is paid in black wages, as the coalminers of the
Rand know well. There is no cvidence that
sanctions have hastcned change. Whether they
have or not, they are gross interference, Mrs
Thatcher is right to say that President de Klerk
deserves a gesturc of rchief from such
interference. '

On sanctions, as on the armed struggle, the
ANC's travelling circus is trapped by its own
rhetoric, Two decades of political jsolation
have slowed the crosion of apartheid. The
ANGC, since its unbanning, has emerged as a
deeply conservative Marxist hicrarchy whosc
ideological base hus collapsed along with that
of its backers in Zambia and Casiern Furope,
The party is now-struggling - in Mr Mandela‘s
case struggling hard — 1o comc 10 terms with
the consequences,

The ANCis having to aceept that its socialist
past is now counterproductive in its appeal to
both black and while South Africans. Former
“friends" such as Erich Honecker in Berlin and
Kenneth Kaunda in Lusaka have disappearcd
or are beleaguered. Mr Mandcela went 10 some
Ienjths in yesterday's specch at Westminster
and in his meetings with businessmen in South
Africa and London to support a mixed
cconomy and {o recognise the importance ol
profits and of allowing new investors (o export

their dividends. His support for sanctions
damages but does not wholly subvert this turn
away from socialism. Mr Mandela’s ANC is
scrambling towards cconomic sanity, in the
nick of time,

He and his colleagues have a far bigger
challenge on their hands. The ANC must
urgently find the means to democratic legiti-
macy, at least within the black community,
before groups (o the night and left call its blux‘. i
Mr Mandecla is travelling the world as the ||
inspiration of black people everywhere. But |
back home, the prophet’s honour is more |
limited. Radical township youths are cutting
his face from their T-shirts, In Natal, his highe
flown pleas for peace have not stopped a
murderous civil war, The ANC has managed to
retain a remarkable spread of support among
blacks and Coloureds — except in Zulu Nataj ~
but this support could crumble as the parly
begins constitutional talks with the govern-
ment. Hence its reluctance to speed negotia-
tions. Henee the need to reorganise the party |
on some post-Marxist democratic basis.

The dominant image in South Africa at
present has Messrs Mandela and de Klerk
clinging desperately to each other as political
rebellion simmers behind their backs. Both are
wise enough 10 know this. But it is Mr Mandela
who is traipsing the globe preaching intransi-
gence, while back home Mr de Klerk yearns for
some rclief, a sanction lifted, a sports tour, a
promise of non-violence, to stave off the ever
more militant right wing. Within their
respective hegemonies, Mr de Klerk has the
greater accountability just now. His fall would
be a disaster for Mr Mandela, yet the latter
secems unible to offer the slightest help.

That, however, is South Africa’s business.
The best help that the rest of the world can
offeris 1o leave them 1o sort out their salvation
alone. South Africa is about to enter a critical
six months of barter, To win through, it necds
no sanctions, no aid, no persecution, no
favouritism, no interference, no weapons, no
propagunda, no atiention, no fuss. A crudely
racist state has, under Mrde Klerk, travelled a
Jong way down down the road of good
intentions in a short time. The wounds of
apurtheid are not yet treated, let alone healed,
In this crucial process the outside world has no
usclul part o play. The patient must be left in
peace,




IRA comments ‘pre-emptive
strike before Thatcher talks’

i AFRICAN Nationz] Congress

officials in Jchannesburg vester-
day interpreted Neison
Mandela’s suggestion that the

i British Government should zalk
: to the IRA as a calculated, pre-
- emptive strike before  today's
. meeting with Margaret That-
i cher. not as the gaffe of an ill-ad-
! vised elderiy gentleman.

~\Mr Mandela is well aware of
Britisk sensitivities on the ques-
1ion of the IRA,” an adviser to

+ tne ANC leadership said. ~But
i he is also aware thatr Mrs Tnar-

cher pans 1o press him 1o aban-
Gon the armed stregzle so as
neln |Presicent F W] de Klerk
s2ll the idex of negotialions 10

the white constituency.

“Sc the intention is to defase
Mrs Thatcher’s arguments by

" higalighting ker failure to try 10

© resolve the

Norzhern  freland

* problem in the way that she

counsels the problem in South

Africa should be salved.”

Should Mr Mandela, the dep-

. uty president of the ANC, per-

sonally question Mrs Thatcher's

From John Carlin
in Johannesburg

right to preach 1o him when she
cannot put her own house in or-
der, today’s meeting wili — as ex-
pecied — prove 1o be the least
2micable ot his 13-nation tour.
In the best of circumstances, it
would have deen an encounier
between an unstoppable force
and an immovable object. Mr
Mandela, who is nothing if not
zallant, may well choose te drop
tne lrish ssue atrogether. Mrs
Thatcher may bie her tongue.
But even then Mr Mandela's ar-
suments in favour of continuing
sanclions are certain to make no
impression on. Mrs Thaicher.
Ars Thatcioer’s contention, for
her part, that the ANC's “talk”
of armed struggle — more
bombs go off in London than in
Pretoria — serves only to under-
mine the attempt to find a peace-
ful solution to the apartheid

problem, will meet a similarly in-’

flexible response. For the mo-

ment, Mr Mandela has judged, it
remains in the best interests of
his own organisation 0 persist
with the militaat rhetoric, even if
it is at the cost of stoking white
fears to Mr de Klerk's detriment.

The peace process in South
Adrica has moved 100 fast for the
ANC’s grassroois supporlers.
Many of them find the adjusi-
meat from a policy of revolation
tc a policy of compromise — im-
plicil in accepting megoliations
— is proving difficult. The best
Mors Thatcher can hope for from
Mr Mandela is a commstment 1o
suspend, but nol 0 reavune.
the armed struggte in the future.
wher “the masses™ have bezn
sztisfactorily re-educaied.

For all the potential tension,
the possibility doss exist of the
meeting descending into a cor-
dial exchange of views. Mr
Mantela does recognise that
Mrs Thatcher 3 opposed 10
apartheid, even if there is dis-
agreement on whas form :he op-
position shouid take. The safest
ground of all today will be the

~pendicg nzgotiations betwezn
the ANC and the poveramernt
aver the shape of the censtitu-
tion in “tae new South Africa”.

If Mr Mandelz sticks to his vi-
sicn of whzt the politcal syster
might look like. steering cieer of
econemics and ais plans for re-
distributing thz counlny’s wealtl,
then Junca might vel go down
wolerzoiy wel..

—
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Thatcher Talks

And Tries to Defuse RemarkonIRA /., (o/

By Sheila Rule

New York Times Service
LONDON — Nelson Mandela
expressed optimism Tuesday abost
the prospects of narrowing his dif-
ferences with Prime Minister Mas-
garet Thaicher over the issve of
ecopomic sanctions in South Afri-
ca, as he sougit 1o defuse a contro-
versy sparked by his coraments

" about the Irish Republican Army.

On the frst day of a two-day
official visit to Brtain, Mr. Mao-
dela met Foreign Secretary Doug-
las Hurd for lunch to discuss the
prospects for progress in South Af-
nca.

After the meeting, Mr. Hurd said
that be had emphasi to Mr.
Mandela that Britain was “anxious
to do everything we could to heip
without interfening in South Afn-
ca’s affairs.”

Mr. Mandela, deputy president
of 1be African National Congress,
said: “I stressed the hisiorical ties
beiween Britzin and South Airica
and expressed 1he hope that these
tdes would be strengthened.”

The South African nationalist

leader, nearing the end of a strenu-
ous tour that has covered Western
Europe and the United States, said
he was optimistic about bis sched-
uled walks on Wednesday with Mrs.
Thatcher.

The talks were expecied to cover
the roie of what the ANC calls its
armed struggle, and the use of sanc-
tons, vigorously championed by
the ANC, In moving woward a mui-
tiracial democracy in South Africa.

Britain has condemned violence
as a Strategy and beea criticized by
Mr. Mandela for easing some sanc-
tions — including a ban on new
investment in South Africa — in
the belief that President Frederik
W. de Klerk should be encouraged
in his efforts to achieve change.

Mr. Mandela suggested that
there was a possibility of narrowing
the gap betweea the two positions
and said: “There are some points of
difference. That does not worry
mc"b

The issue was overshadowed
Tuesday by the controversy sur-
rounding remarks Mr. Mandela
made in Dublin on Monday that

appeared 10 suggest that the British
government should open talks with
the IRA.

The IRA has been waging a guer-
rilta war for 20 years to try 1o lorce
Britain out of Northers ireland.
Britain kas said that i1 will not
consider 1alks until the group puis
Jown its weapons.

The dispute zrose after Mr.
Mandela replied 0 a quesbos
about the IRA at a press confer-
ence, where be said: “People are
slaughtering coe another when
they could sit down and address the
problems in a peaceful manner.”

Mr. Mandela later said that he
had been misinterpreted and, amid
crticism from all of Britain's main
political parties acd newspapers on
both left and night, auempted to
clarify his posiuon at a meeling
with 150 members of Parliament.

Insisting that be had not sought
10 interfere in British politics, be
satd that he had been speaking
about conflict 1n general and not

‘specificaily about Northern Ire-
land.
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