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The Anglican Bishop of Johan- 

nesburg aid last night that the 

Government had, wittingly or. 

not, taken over the authority of 

God. : 

At the opening of the synod 

of the Anglican diocese of 

Johannesburg, the Rt Rev Dun- 

can Buchanan said that under 

the guise of apartheid, author- 

ity was being kept in the hands 

‘of a few, while in the home- 

lands power had brought its 

own corruption. 

He said the recent revela- 

tions of the prisons in kwaNde- 

‘bele were no surprise: “We 

know that when people in au- 

_ thority are not answerable they, 

ignore the law. 

«1f a Government i$ not ans- 

werable to the people, when 

Ministers of State refuse to 

answer questions in Parlia- 

ment on the grounds that it is 

not in the public interest to do 

so, they have taken over, wit- 

tingly or not, the authority of 

God. And because they are not 

God they have taken 2 step in 

perverting or hiding the truth.” 

" The laws of God and the laws 

of a land required that the 

T, disadvantaged and op- 

pressed be treated with special 

concern and sensitivity. 

But in South Africa the state 

ncy and detention 

ho disa- 

  

greed with a political philoso- 

phy were treated with con- 

tempt. 

«This is God’s land. If the 

Government really believed 

that they would remove the 

hardships of our land and the 

hell of our townships.” 

Bishop Buchanan said he un- 

derstood that Government Vio- 

lence was its plea for the pro- 

tection of its heritage, and that 

violence from the oppr 

was their plea for their aspira- 

tions to be considered. 

By do not believe that the vio- 

'lence and killing will help. It 

does not build a future, it 

makes enemies and cries for 

: reyenge,” said Bishop Buchan- 

an. 
He added that murder, arson, 

states of emergency and deten- 

tion without trial solved noth- 

ing, but simply suppressed 

problems or created new ones. 

The bishop also expressed 

anger at the recent detention of 

members of the clergy. 

He noted that Father Cy- 

- prian Moloi was still being held 

and that Father )se- 

lane had been in ison for 

three years awaiting trial on 

charges that had not yet been 

drawn up. 

. The synod, which is being 

held at St Barnabus in Bos- 

mont, ends on Monday. 
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I recently attended a Five Free- 
doms Forum meeting at Wits 
University, which was ad- 
dressed by Dr Nthato Motlana 
among others. 

In his speech Dr Motlana re- 
ferred to black South Africans 
as sweet, innocent and tracta- 
ble, as evinced by taking 75 
years to reach the present sta- 
tus quo. I echo his sentiments on 
the grounds of my own experi- 
ences. 

It was during a working trip 
in a small Eastern Cape town 
that myself and my colleagues 
decided to seek some nightlife 
after completing work around 
10 pm. The local disco-cum-bar 
was typical small town and 
closed at ‘12 sharp. In despera- 
tion I suggested we visit a near- 
by township, and find a shebeen. 

Upon arrival, we were greet- 
ed by the residents with little 
suspicion and much curiosity, 
displayed by an endless barrage 
of questions. 

What did we think of the po- 
litical situation in South Africa? 

    
Dr Motlana: his views endorsed. 

Of sanctions? The Government? 
The forthcoming elections? 
Were we not afraid to be in a 
township? etc. 

It seems our replies put paid 
to their animosity, but fired 
their enthusiasm to get to know 
these strangers more. Their hos- 
pitality was astounding, and we 
were plied with beers and more 
questions. 

My point is smiply thxs Why 
should people who have been so 
persecuted by members of our 
race bother to speak to us at 
all? In fact, why they did not 
beat us up on the spot is beyond 
my comprehension. 

Had we been black and en- 
deavoured to visit the bar in 
town we had just come from, I 
have no doubt that a nasty ra- 
cial incident would have ensued, 
had we been granted entrance in 
the first place. 

In reply, the only logical re- 
sponse lies in the nature of the 
black people themselves, as inti- 
mated by Dr Motlana. 

It is in experiences like this 
and many subsequent ones that I 
have asked myself in disbelief: 
How is it possible that white 
South Africans believe this gov- 
ernment’s ‘“‘swartgevaar” tac- 
tics? * 

How can they endorse with 
such overwhelming majority the 
barbaric actions of the State 
against such harmless people? 

I do not possess adequate ans- 
wers to such questions. I only 
know that the State’s actions 
and white South Africans’ in- 
transigence makes me throw up 
my arms in despair at our fu- 
ture, and disgust for my white 
skin. 

Alan Emery 
Parktown 
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levies slammed 
ALARMIST speculation on 
the cost to businessmen in 
Zululand in determining tax 
levies to fund Regional Ser- 
vices Councils have been 
condemned by a senior Gov- 
ernment spokesman. 

A general meeting of the 
Zululand Chamber of Com- 
merce and Industries in 
Empangeni last week heard 
the president, Mr Mike 
Patterson, explain the Associ- 
ation of Chambers of Com- 
merce and Industries 
(Assocom) objection to the an- 
ticipated staggering costs of 
collecting RSC levies and his 
views on the implications for 
Zululand business. 
Approached on the issue of 

when RSC levies would be- 
come payable in Zululand 
and how collection would in- 
fluence cost, Mr Len Dekker, 
head of Development Plan- 
ning, pointed out from Cape 
Town that RSC’s had not yet 
been demarcated for Natal. 
There was therefore no truth 
in rumours that local com- 
panies or branches of com- 
panies with head offices in 
other provinces would be ex- 
pected to pay the levy as from 
July 1 this year. 
Demarcation was still being 

investigated for Natal and 
levies would only come into 
operation when areas had 
been declared, if at all, he 
said. A 

Mr Dekker said estimates 
by the Association of Cham- 
bers of Commerce and Indus- 
try that costs to businessmen 
of determining the levy pay- 
able by them would amount 
to at least 70 c to every R1 col- 

‘The levies are based on 
turnover and the total wage 
and salary package. In any 
sound business, these figures 
should be readily available 
and their determination 
should not require additional 
staff, as intimated in the 
Assocom cost submission. 
The tax is collected through a 
self-assessment system as for 
income tax on preprinted 
forms. The system is simple 
and cannot possibly involve 
highly paid additional staff;’ 
he said. 

Natal MPC responsible for 
the introducing RSC’s in the 
province, Mr P M Miller, said 
preliminaries were well ad- 
vanced in the Durban and 
Pietermaritzburg metropoli- 
tan areas, but ‘a long way off’ 
in Zululand. 

‘There is no cause for - 
alarm. People will pay only 
where they trade. Specula- 
tion about the cost is without 
foundation. The Durban City 
Council, who will be the 
.agent for collecting all RSC 
costs, will do the collection 
with minor computer adjust- 
ments and minimal addition- 
al staff and at no extra cost 
per month apart from the 
one-time initial small expen- 
diture,” Mr Miller said. 

Mr Patterson said at the 
general meeting last Tuesday 
that Assocom had calculated 
that ‘all 190 000 businesses in 
South Africa’ would pay an 
amount of R558 million in the 
first year. 
Although the Minister of 

Finance had announced that 
the payroll levy would not ex- 
ceed 0,25% and the turnover 

0,1%, calculations by 
Assocom suggested that de- 
termination of the levies 
would cost businesses an ad- 
dRitional 60c to 80c in every 

1 

Mr Patterson said 
businesses would have to 
start preparing themselves 
for the levies. Collection 
would be tax deductible as 
operational expenses but 
would not be directly recov- 
erable from employees or 
customers. 
‘Assocom has expressed its 

concern that the new struc- 
tures would not attain sound 
objectives and the levies and 
their collection would have a 
serious cost-raising effect,’ 
Mr Patterson said. Further 
objections by Assocom were 
that the levies departed from 
the traditional four criteria of 
taxation: fairness, certainty, 
convenience and economy. 
Other objections were that 

the RSC’s would have repre- 
sentation from local bodies 
elected on racial grounds and 
would not enjoy the full sup- 
port of the community they 
served. 

600 to go 
ON SATURDAY May 30, the 
Lower Umfolosi Community 
Chest organisation will dis- 
play the Ford Bakkie in 
Sanlam Centre to be won in a 
raffle competition. They need 
a further 600 ticket sales to 
achieve their target of 
R30000. The lucky ticket 
holder will know of his good 
fortune on Saturday morning 
when winning number will be 
drawn. 

  

  

lected were exorbitant. levy would not be higher than    



 



 
 

 
 

  

   

 
 

 



 



 


