STATEMENT OF THE NATI ONAL EXECUTI VE COW TTEE

OF THE AFRI CAN NATI ONAL CONGRESS

ON THE OCCASI ON OF JANUARY 8, 1284

DELI VERED BY THE PRESI DENTI O R. TAMBO

Dear Conpatriots

Brothers and Sisters in the Struggle

Conr ades,

Today, the 8th of January, your organisation, the African National Congress
is 72 years old. In keeping with established practice, we ask you to share
with us today sone thoughts on the tasks that confront us during 1984. All ow
nme to begin by extending to you all, the wi shes of the National Executive
Conmittee and the general |eadership of the ANC for great successes in the
New Year .

This time |ast year, when we marked the 71st Anniversary of the founding of
our Organi sation, we pointed out that our |ong struggle had cone to a point
where the revolutionary fernment had reached unprecedented hei ghts and had
plunged the ruling racist cleque into deeper and deeper levels of crisis. we
went on to state that within the confines of the apartheid systemthere was
no way out of this crisis situation. Apartheid cannot be reforned. The only
real solution lies in the victory of the revolutionary forces, the disnmantling
of the apartheid machinery and the transfer of political and econom c power to
the denocratic majority.

Events of the pest year have fully borne out the correctness of this assess-
ment. The nonmentous struggles of the past year have taken us further upon

the road to our cherished goal and have driven the racist rulers into further
acts of desperation. For us, the future is brightening daily whilst for the
Pretoria racist clique, the future is getting_garker each passing day.

We comend you on the sacrifices and dedication by which during 1983 you took
our country significantly forward towards |iberation. The past year, can

have | eft our enemies in no doubt that we have the determination to struggle,
the ability to organise for victory and the will to take power into our hands.
The only question that confronts us all, singly and Collectively, is how we
shoul d respond to the Order of the Day - mobilise and march forward to
peopl e’ s powert 2/....
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Qur revolutionary struggle rests on four pillars. These are first, the all-
round vanguard setivityf qujthe-"iijiiierground stnctiires of, the ANC, second,
the united nass actien of the peoples, third, ouf.afnmed offensive spearhead-
ed by Unkhonto We Sizwexahd fourth, the international drive to isolate the
apartheid regime and win wnrl duwi de- noral, political and- -material support
for the struggle. 1.11

Dear Conrades and Fri ends,

Over the last few years, the guardians of reaction in our country have

devi sed a programme of action centred on the twin notions of so-called

nati onal security and total strategy. This programe is based on the recogn_
ition that the apartheid systemis immersed in a deep and pernmanent genera
crisis. The ruling group in Pretoria has therefore been addressing itself t6
the question of how to manage this crisis to ensure that it does not get out
of hand.

The Bant hstan’ Schene, the mlitarisation of society; the offensive against
the ANC, the new apartheid constitution and other recent pieces of |egisla-
tion notably those covering industrial relations, the so-called community ’
councils, the press and the -econony, all are elenments in this programe of
crisis management. Coupled with the crimnal war agai nst the Nam bian and
Angol an peopl e and increaSed aggresSi on agai nst the rest of Southern Africa,
these nmeasures point to theidesperation of the regine as it battles for its
survival. , ’

L

." The raci sts have deci ded, under nounting pressure fromthe revol utipnary
"Vmasges and the international conmunity, to tinker with the Apartheud System
but in such a way as to further entrench raci smand consolidate this illegi-
timate and crimnal system Despite all these manoeuvres, Apartheld has no
future. wWw

In 6ther words, the faScists recognise that they can no |pnger rule in the
way. 6 We recell how, at the height of the SOAETO uprising, rd. B. Vorster mmde
bold to declare.” "there is no crisis" - no crisis for minority rule. But a
few years later P.W Botha called on the whites to adapt to reality or perish
with Apartheid. 3/
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This was a public adm ssion that there is a crisis, threatening the_ destruc-
tion of the apartheid system It is an inperative ta_sk of _ the revolutionary
and denocratic forces of our country to conpound and further deepen_ this
crisis by ever intensifying the struggle for national and social emancipa-_
tion.e
Conpatri ot s,
The black people of our country have chall enged the legitimaCy of the South
African racist State fromits formation in 1910 and throughout the ensuing
decades. As we fight the Apartheid systemtoday, W should all speak with

one voice in declaring that the present reginme, like all others before it,
has no legitinate authority to rule our country. Indeed, its centralrnrpose
is to perpetuate the illegal rule of the white usurpers of power in our-
country.1

Al'l revolutibns are about state power. Qurs is no exception. The sl ogan

"Power to the People", neans one thing and one thing only. It neshs we seek

to destroy the power of apartheid tyranny and replaCe it with popul ar power,

with a governnent whose authority derives fromthe will of all our people,

both bl ack and white.

The i Ssue we have to settle together is what steps to take to sttain that

ultimate goal. What internmedi ate objectives should we set ourselves, building

on what we have achieved, and in preparation for the next stage in our forward

march to victory? The answer to these questions relates direotly to what we

have aiready referred to as the illegality of the apartheid state.

We nust begin to use our accunul ated strength to desthy the organs. of govern-

ment of the apartheid regine. W have to underm ne and weaken its contro

over us, exactly by frustrating its attenpts to control us. W should direct Q

our collective might to rendering the eneny’ s instruments of authorltyunwork-

able. To march forward must nean that we advance agai nst the regi neE: s- organs

of state-power; creating conditions in whioh the country becomes increasingly

ungover nabl e.

Conr ades, countrynmen and friends:

You. are-aware that the apartheid regi ne-maintains an extensive admni Strative
.t 7 4/9001
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system through which it directs our lives. This systeh includes organ of
cehtfel and provincial governnment, the arny and the police, the judiciary;
the Bantustans administration, the conmunity councils, the | ocal nanagehent
and local affairs conmttee. It is these institutions 6f apartheid power

that we nust attack and denolish, as part of the struggle to put an end to
racist mnority rule in our country. Needl ess to say, as strategists, we

nmust _select for attack those parts of the enemy administrative system which
we haye the power to destroy as a result of our united and determ ned,

of fensive. W nmust hit the eneny where it is weakest.

The, goal W are setting ourselves today is dictated by the |ogic of our
revolution. Its realisation is nade possible by the fact that in our ml- .
lions, W have already laid the basis for its acconplishment. Thus through '’
our efforts, the so-called Col oured Persons Representative Council ceased

to exist; as a result of extensive nobilisation, the puppet South African

I ndi ah Council was brought in by a | aughably insignificant nonirity; the ihru
entire Bantustan system faces overwhel mi ng rejection and conti nuous resis-
tance, and_sim larly, towards the end of 1983, W united in a nassive
rejection of the |local nanagenent conmittees and comunity councils.

In certain areas and at different times, we have gone beyond rejection of
this oppressiye system of governnent, bethd a challenge to its |egitimacy,

1 ne196Q eur pebple in Pondol and destroyed the regi mefs adm nistration, and4
set up their own adm nistration and people’'s courts. Likew se in 1976, we,
caused the col |l apse of the Uban Bantu Councils. In the recent past, in .
Sobantu Vil Lage in Pietermaritzburg, we destroyed the newy installed commn-
ity council and frustrated the plans of the Drakensburg Adm nistration Board.
Qur determ ned resistance at Crossroads and at KTC in the Wstern Cape has
made it inpossible for Koornhof to carry out his schenes. He has been unabl e
t9 governmat will. In Mlantsane our heroic struggle has shaken the puppet
Sebe Adnministration to its core. Commenting on this situation, one South
African pelitical observer stated: "the stakes are high because the issues
have noved beyond those of a (bus) fare increase. The boycott has becone a
conflict of WII between the C skei (puppet adm nistration) and its many
opponent s-i n: Mlant sane, the second | argest black township in South Africa."-1
5/....
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In the course of our struggles against rent increases and other facets of
apartheid, such as the proposed incorporation of sone townships into the

Kwa- Zul u bantustan, we have gone further to destroy part of the adm nistra-
tive infrastructure of the Pretoria regine.
From these exanples, it is clear that we have the ability to raise the
struggle to greater heights. Having rejected the conmunity councils by
boycotting the el ections, we should not allow themto be inmposed on us. we
do not want them W nust ensure that they cease to exist. Were adninis-
tration boards take over their functions, then these nust be destroyed too.

In the Ciskei, as with the otheruso-call independent Bantustans, W nust take
the battle further. In the conflict of will betWen oursel Ves and the
"mur derous Sebe reginme, our will nmust prevail. And it will if we transform

what began in Mlant sane as resistance to bus-fare increase into a nationw de
of fensi ve against the Pretoria regine’s Bantustan system In Mantsane the
peopl e have said a "Sebe nmust go! Power to the People!" That call should
spread throughout the Ciskei to gal vanise the people into united action for
the destruction of the instrunent of oppression - the Ci skei Bantustan.

The intol erabl e hardshi ps and sufferings, the persecutions, detentions and
murders of patriots and denocrats in other Bantustans call for the establish-
ment of fighting organisations to organise and |ead the struggle for the

i destruction of these racist institutions of oppression”.

This year, Botha and Malan will be busy inplenenting the provisions of thei r
apartheid constitution. In this regard, our denocratic novenent nust nobilise
to ensure that the so-called Col oured and I ndian sections of the black popul a-
tion to refuse to be recruited to play the role of partners in apartheid,
tyranny. White SQuth Africa al one should man the apartheid constitutiona
posts which it alone has created, for its exclusive benefit. Those who

elect to serve in these apartheid institutions nmust expect to face the wath
of the people.

We nust go further to say that our white conmpatriots, with even a nodi cum of
anti-apartheid feeling, have to abandon the del usion that they can use Botha's
constitutional institutions to bring about any change. The forces struggling
6/....
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for a new order in our country are outside of these structures. It is within
the ranks of these extra parlianentary forces that the anti-apartheid whites
can nake.u a. significant contribution to denocratic change in our country.’ Now
, is the time to chOOSe.

It is essential that we continue to shift our posture fromthe defensive to
the offensive. The eneny has failed to destroy us and never will. But
invincibility is not enough. It is in the attack that we shall find victory.
Nor should we wait for the eneny to take the initiative and then react to its
pl ans and schenes.i W have a purpose, a goal, an objective, a historicaission
to- acconplish for our country and’ for humanity. Qur historic _duty is to
pursue it with relentless determ nation and persistence, whateyer the eneny
does or onits to do.

We nust- -apply ourselves with nore vigour in our efforts to organi se the un-
organi sed, to consolidate, defend and expand existing peOple’ s organisations
and engage the racist eneny in united action on all fronts. It is absolutely
necessary to raise the standard of our organisational and educational work as
wel | as psychol ogi cal preparedness, to the | evel of the mgjor and conpl ex
tasks facing. our revolution today.

At this juncture allow me te single out the creation of the U DF. as a

whi storic achi evement in our people’ 5 efforts to unite in the broadest possible
front for the struggle against the i nhunman apartheid system The fornation of
the United Denocratic Front was a product of our people’ a determination to be
their own iiberators.

The growth of the strength of the denocratic trade union novenent and its

_ power to west recognition fromboth the regine and the enpl oyers, and the
determ ned efforts to formone national trade federation constitute one of

the nost significant advances of our struggle in recent years.

Everywhere in the country, our people and youth have courageously confronted
the regime in nunmerous encounters, whether against rent-increases, forced
renovals or in mlitary actions, anbng themthe attack on the Air Force
Headquarters at Pretoria by Urkhonte we Sizwe. - - - | -

-vi - "1 -0 7 79,
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This is the spirit that nust guide and inspire the | eaders, organisers and
activists of our denocratic noverment. we are talking of a spirit of rebel-
lion and frame of mnd which puts to the fore the politics of revolutionary
change:

A special responsibility rests on the shoul ders of the ANC and the nost
advanced nenbers of our broad denpcratic novenent to act as revol utionaries
- as such, to wage revolutionary struggle, and, basing thensel ves on the
consci ous and. organi sed i nvol venment of the masses of the people, te build a
Strong and discipline revolutionary novenent. In this context, the further
nobi | i sation and organi sation of the masses of our country assunes specia

i mportance.

Quite clearly, W have nade great strides in these areas of Wirk. This is
"evident in the strength of the UDF and the pace at which it continues to
grow. It is evident also fromthe struggl es we have conducted, in some
areas for nonths on endo W can see it in the organisational growth of the
trade union novenent. There have been conmendabl e advances in the devel op-
ment of the youth and students’ as Well as civic and wonen’s novenents.

We have built an organi sed nmass denocratic nmovenent sufficiently strong to
give us the possibility to tackle other unconpl eted organi sational tasks.
We refer here in particular to the organisation of the working class into a
revol utionary trade uni on novenent; the organisation of the rural nmsses,

i nsi de and outside the Bantustans; the organisation of the Wnen-fol k of our
country and the religious community into struggle.

Let us now take a brief |ook at each of these areas of work:

MI1lions of workers in our country, including the unenmpl oyed and those
engaged in the agricultural sector, remain unorgani sed. W have to nake
determ ned efforts to reach these unorgani sed workers, bearing in mnd that
it is the historic responsibility of the working class to take the lead in
our struggle for people’'s powero

The task of forming one federation to unite the denocratic trade uni on nove-
ment has not yet been acconplished. we should pursue this goal with even
nore determ nati on and speed because, apart from anything el se, a united
8/....
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edenoorati c workers’ movenent woul d give us greater possibilities to advance.
our struggle.
i Vine do not- believe, dear conrades, that there are insurnountable or even very
serious obstacles on the way to the creation of such a federation. W do
not agree with the school of thought which -3reates artlflclal barriers
.between the fight for trade union rights and the national 1llberation strug-
gle under Ithe. racist conditions obtaining in South Africa. In our sltuation
the victory of the trade union struggle is unat tainable except as an-1ntegral

part of the victory of the political, ideological and mlitary struggle. The
struggle of the working class is, therefore, and nust be, an integral part
of the national |iberation struggle.

The organi Sation and nobilisation of the rural poPuiation is clearly |agging
behi nd these of our people in the towns and cities. And yet it is in these
rural areas that the apartheid SyStem has its nost disastrous inpact- on our
peopl e. W have the organi sational capacity to begin to tackle the rura
areas seriously and continuously.

In the Freedom Charter we say that "the | and shall .be shared anbng those
who work it". As you will know, the situation today is that our people in

t he Baht ustans have been reduced to | andl ess and jobless outcasts. Many
are condemed to a slow and painful death in the so-called resettlenent
canps. On the commercial farns, the nost nerciless brutalisation of our
_Reopl e, especially wonen and children, takes place, every day and every
hour of the day at the hands of the |andowners. 1 1 1

One of the fundanental -el ements fer the solution of the probiehslfacihg our
people in the countryside is the resolution of the land questi Ch in favour
of the tlllers. Qur ime_dlate task therefore,- is to nobilise the rura
masses around the questlon of land. It is only when the country8lde is
organi eed that the rural nasses will be able to respond resolutely to the

|

call: "seize the land "

Brot hers end Slsters,

" Fel | ow eohnt rynen,

el ntthe. pestiperi od we have seen the-increase involvenent of the feiigious
9/0...
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conmunity in our struggle for liberation. In this context, you are aware
that at the South African Council of Churches National Conference-|ast
year, a proposal was nade to convene a conference in 1986 to decide on the
contribution of the Christian church to change in our country. It was than
sai d: "Wen peace is broken or threatened by injustice, the Christian has
a responsibility to work for peace, to work for righteousness, by striving
to rectify whet is unrighteous, unjust”.
Those words constitute a serious challenge not only to Christians, but
al so to people of other faiths in our Country. Wile the evil and uhjust
apartheid systemexists in our country, we cannot have peace, nor can the
peopl es of Southerh Africa.
The fraternal peoples of Nam bia and Angol a, especially, have for years now
known no peaCe because’ of Pretoria’s brutal col onisatioh and occupation of
their countries. Daily, our Nam bian and Angol an brothers and sisters
suffer death and destruction fromthe regine’s bonbs, bullets and bayonets.

This war of aggression is being conducted by a reginme fromour own country
and we have a responsibility to ourselves and the children and peopl e of
Nam bi a and Angol a, to raise our voices in condemation of the aggression.
We urge upon the people of South Africa to demand and fight for the i mediate
wi thdrawal of all South African troops, nmercenaries, Pretoria-backedbdhdits
and speci al assassination groups from Angol a, Nam bia and other affected
countries of Southern Africa. In this context, let the oppressed and
denocrats of our country assume their historic responsibility, recognising
that the struggle in South Africa is the hope of the sub-continent.
We are entitled to expect that people of all faiths in our country, inclwhng
the Christian, the Jew, the Hindu and the Moslem wll in fect act and act
V'nowhi n def edbe of justice, peaoe_and |life; against a systemthat isgtotally
evil and inhuman. 7 1 | . H
It will be opr special task this year to organi se and nmobilise our wonen-
folk into a powerful, united and active force for revol utionary change. This
task falls on nmen and wonen alike - all of us together as conrades in strug-
gle. W wish to stress the need, at the present hour, for the emergence on

...:1Uot.0o " |
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the political scene 9f a wonen s nmBvenent that is pol 1tlcally and organi sa-

tionaily united. Qur struggle needs and denmands this p9tentially niighty

force." '’

(Qur struggle would he | ess than powerful and our national and- social -enmanci-

pati on could never be complete if we continue to treat the wonmen of our

ceuntry as dependent minors and objecte of one form of exploitation 9r

another. Certainly, no longer should it be that a woman’s place is in the

kitchen. In our bel eagured country, the woman’ a place is in the battle-

" 'front of struggle. ' 91i V

"W have conme a long way fromthe tine, as in the 50's,. when we fought bare-

handed - disarnmed and unarned - against the mlitary might and the trigger-

Vheppy arny and police force of the apartheid reginme.9 N9 hl aek hand was

g119wed to touch a fire-arm or possess any instrunent nore |ethal than a

?2?nf kni f el

111T9day, the racist. regine’ s arny and p9llce generals who occupy a eentra

positiOn in Pretoria 5 state machinery, through the State Security Counci

are nmaking frantic efforts to recruit and armthe "Kaffirs, Geelies and

Hot hots" 9f the 50's to Serve as canon fodder 1n the defence of a system

that has fallen foul of the times, a systemthat has ensl aved and debased

, us these past 70 years. "’

It 15 not that the mllltary mght of the regine has declined. It is rather

that the people, determined to be free, have taken up arns and, through

their own arny, Unkhente We Sizwe, have noved on to the of fensive.

Today, arned struggle 1s a vital,indi spensable conmponent of the struggle

for national and social’ liberation in South Africa,_ where the a-partheid

regime relies for survival on its fascist arny and .police. 9n bleek neane-

Vnari es. and on puppet arm es and nurderous puppet adnilni stratlons wh9

sl aughter nen as readily they butcher children, the denocratic maj9rlty in

our country supports the People’ 5 Arny - Unkhohto W Sizwe, wh9se rielng

sophi stication will yet conmpound the survivel problens 9f the apartheid
system 9 1 1| °’

9; But the challenge confronting Urkhonto W Sizwe ih face of current devel op-

nments in Southern Africa has never been greater. Therefore, in conmending

.1398; 1 1/. ooo
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its wunits and comanders n the sustained offensive of the past year,-M
charge them and call upon our people to carry the struggle to new heights,
anH Sue for Victory tonorrow rather than the day after tQrorrow.

"0 4L.

5.0 7
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k

TQ this end. Unkhto we SizWe nust deepen its roQs and grow lnextrl1Cably
anong the p6pular masses: anpbng us - the workers, the peasants, the yQuth,
the neen; we, the unenployed, the |andl ess, the honel ess, and the starvlng
10 .1

ml1li Qns.

Urkhonto W Sizwe nust grow in size, in the spread and quality of its
operations, and in the weight of every blow delivered. Th’e armed struggle
nmust grow. We shall achieve victory through a conbination of mass politica
action and brgani sed revol utionary viol ence.

We address a SQecial nessage to the white youth. Your future is in issue.
The aparthel& regime has no future. Like Adolph Hitler and his war machlne,
after Spreading death and destruction everywhere, the reginme w 11 be defeat-
ed and destroyed everywhere.

The future belongs to the majority of the people- of South Africa, black and
1V; white, who, in struggle, are today |aying the foundations 9f a united non-
QQT raclalldenocratlcl South Africa in what will then-, but oniy then, beCQne a
t, peaceful and rapidly .advancing region of Africa. . "WTT: @131

Your proper place is anbng these builders of a new order in Qur cquntry.
Join them Refuse to join an army Whose sole function is tQ nurder, rmurder
nurder : African people everywhere. z."etzh. . , & qiyn

1,

_X

It goes withput saying that Black youth - African, Indian and sQ Qalled

Coi oured nust under no circunstances serve in the PretoriaES army f viol ent
repression and crim nal aggression. The dechratic nmovenent:.sheuld i nmedi a-
tely take up this issue with our youth throughQut the country. |,

M.

Qur denocratic ngvenent, our novenent for national liberation is part of a
multi-miliion strong world alliance of forces which flghts er nationa

i ndependence, dechracy, social progress and peace. On the chef hand, the
apartheid reginme belongs firmy within the canp of 1nperlalist reaction and
is active within this canp to further counter-revol utionary goals.

n-: . MA: 12/01'1' 00
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We therefore have an 1nternational obligation to be actlve 1n the struggle
ztd defeat the c6u6ter-offensive that the inperial 1sts, |ed by the Reagan

Adm nistratibn of the United States, have |aunched. W to6 nust raise our
;a;,vqgee agai nst the war-nongers within NATO who have brought humanity cl oser
Evita 6; nuegeer hhol ocaust by sabotaging all efforts at achl6ti ng nucl 6ar

-. pfdi earmanent gnd who have, instead, unleashed a new arns rac6 and hei ght ened
i nternational tension and insecurityo W to nust struggle together with

the world peaee for6es eEpecially because thé Pretori6 regime itself

6 p6sseeses nucl ear weapohs and maintaing secret mlitary relations with
nuiithe doet belligerent clrcles on the world scenes.

We too nmust speak out and h.ave spoken out against the attenpts of the

1 United States to inpose its wi 11 on the peoples of the world. This

policy has already resulted 16 the 6r1lm nal invasien of Ganada, the

undecl ared was agai nst Ni carqgua and the direct 1ntervention of the

United States in EL Sal vador, in support of a gang of nurderers. It has

led tg a reign of terror againts the people of Palestihe and their V

organi sation,-the PLO, as well as. the’ people 6f Lebadon. It hds’ heiped
Moroccqg to ignore the resolutions- of the QAU and 'tb malntal6 its coi 06i al
hel d over the people O Western Saharao This p6licy has further del ayed

the 1ndependence of Nam bia and enbol dened the, PTotoria regine itself to
"tseek t6 1lnpose its will on the peoples ef Southern Africa. by force of arnms.
In this regard, through a policy of mlitary terror and eeonomc
strangul at 16n, the raciets Seek to conpel the lndependent etated of our
"i-region to surrender thelr 1ndependence and, as an inportant part of that
surrender, t6 heip evidt the ANC fromthe whol e of Southern Africa.

Never was there a 6learer illustration of the relationship between the
.struggle to liberate our country and the struggle to defend the i ndependence
and sovereign y of the countries of Southern Africa. The peopl es of our
regi on share one common destinyo Certainly, that can never be a destiny

of subservience to the crimnal regime of Pretorlaa

13/....
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For some time now, especially since the Maseru massacre, spokesman of the
South African regi me have repeatedly boasted of the intimate nature of their
col l aboration and the happy rel ations they have with the Governnment of the
Ki ngdom of Bwazil and. The people of Swaziland, |ike nbost in the rest of
Africa, will have resented that claim especially if, as we wuwpect ed,
Pretoria has in mnd colaboration in the fruitless attenpt to liquidate
sthe ANC by assassinating and harrassing its nenbers and supporters in
Swazi | and.
The troubl e about any alliance with apartheid is that the |iberation struggle
is growing and destined to grow and advance, no nmatter which or how nenbers
and | eaders of the liberation novenment are nurdered or arrested in the
doubtful interests of either white mnority dom nation or good nei ghbourliness.
i OF course the Botha regine is frantic about the emergence of the ANC as
the alternative power on the South African political seene. The regine
is frantic al so because of its inability to block the powarful and
evidently dangerous thfust of the ANC and the peopel towards the goal of
l'i beration. The regine is therefore blackmailing African States into an
alliance targetted on the destruction of the ANC.
But the ANC grown ampng the people of Southern Africa in the past 70h
years; It has always enbraced-in-arms. It is a child of Africa’s
determ nation to achieve and enjoy human dignity, freedom and nationa
i ndepehdence; it will never betray that parentage. It is an integra
part of the revolutionary process; it will stay in the revolution unti
final victory. The ANCis at once the life, the"; national awareness and
the political experience of the popul ar masses or South Africa.l As the
peopl e cannot be |iquidated, neither can the ANC. W take this oportunity
to give a stern warning to sone of our people against the dangerous tenptation
to work as eneny agents for the liquidation of the people s struggle.
The indestructihility of the ANC should however not induce conplacency on
our part.
14/ .. ..
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1 1In order for the ANC to effectively pursue and acconmpli Sh its historie
m ssion, we rmust be unceasing in our efforts to strengthen and exland
its undeground structures, ensuring its active preslnce everywhere in our
6 (f :3.
.cduntry.
We hereby extend 6ur unequi vecal support to the indelehdeht states of
Sout hern Africa, iheluding Seychelles, in the common Strhggle to defeat
the aggressive policies of the Botha reginme. The training, drm hg.ehd
depl oyment of counter-revolutionary bandits into Mdyzanbi que, Lesotho and
A Zi nbabwe f6rns part of this aggression.” We are greatly inspired by the
heroi c 6truggle of the people of Angola to expel the occupying S6uth |
African f6rces fromtheiflcou6try ahd Wpe out the puppet UN TA bandith.
WL saldte the internatienalist Cuban forces which have c6htfibuted s6
decisively to frustrate the schemes of the Pretoria regine and its ally,
.1
the Regan Administration.
We extend our greetings to our cenrades in arns SWAPO, the Peepl es
Li herati 6n Arny of Nami bia. and the Nam bi an peolle as a \Woie and pi edge
t6 fight side by side with themuntil Qur continent is rid 6f all vestiges
of colonial and white 'mnority dom natien
As W enter this NIWYear - W hail the firmand pbsitive r611 playld
hy the frontline c6untries and the férward country of Lesotho, deslite
Preterids destabilisati6n efforts and naked aggreSSi on agai nst them The
dream of the t6tal |iber6tlon 6f Africa is in sight.
I
mandeuvers and call upan both the OAU and t he non-al 1gned countries to
a increase their material and norai zsupport for bur struggll 16 Wail 66
that of SWAPO ahd the ?fontline countfies; ' ' ""WH
L.,
The Socialist countries remain a solid pillar of support to our nationa
iv liberation struggle. W are asSured of their continued internationali st
solidarity till the triunp of our revolutionary struggle.
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In the past year we have succeeded in w dening and deepni ng our support
in the western countries. We are particularly cognisant of the consisten$
support W receive from Sweden and other Nordic countries, from Holl end,
Italy and Austria to nention a few W are happy to report the establishnent
of a new office in Australia, at the supportive invitation of the Governnent
and peepla of that friendly country.
Qur efforts to win international support have been significantly usstained
by a wi de spectrum of anti-apartheid solidarity and nass organi sations in
alnmost all the western countries as well as the countries of Asia, Africa
and Latin Arerican Wth respect to the latter continent; the occasion of
the cerenony of the award of the Sinon Boliva Medal of Honour to our
peopl e’ s hero Nel son Mandel a, served the great purpose of laying a firm
foundation for the future devel opment of our relations with the peOples
of Panama, Venezuel a, Peru, Bolivia, Ecuador and other South and Central
Anerican countries.
e
Qnexpay tribute to the progressive forces in the HSA for their valiantL
efforts to achieve wi de-scale U S. disinvestnment in South Africa. "On
themrests the heavy responsibility to defeat the. Reagan Admi nistration’s
radi st "constructive engagenent” policywth Pretoria, and curb and %
confine the aggressive character of Ameriaca inperialism
We salute the heroic struggle of the Pal estinian people fightingifor their
9birthright under the tried and tested | eadership of the P.L.0. and comend
those Arab countries who are naking a positive contribution towards the
achi evenent of genuine and | asting peace in the Mddle East.
' Dear Conpatr&ots.
On this historic 72nd Anniversary of the ANC, we pay undying tribute to
"1 the many patriots who have fallen in action since January 8 | ast year
Among these we renmenber, with great affection, especially Conrades Dora
Tamana, Yusuf Mte Dadoo, Rev. Janes Calata - great stalwarts whose contribution
to our novenent shall be remenbered by all future generations. W dit our
revol utionary banner in tribute to the heroic conbatants of Urkhonto W
Si zwe, including Conrades Jerry Mosololi, Sinon Mbgoerane, and Thabo
Mot aung. W pay honage to the martyrs of our people |ike Saul Mkhiz
and Msizi Dube - all of whomwere nurdered in cold blood by the Pretoria
regime , 16/....
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We salute all eur |leaders and activists incarcerated in Peetoria’'s

. dungeons, and greet all those who are hanned’ andl bani Shed; W greet:

.N& yon all our working people in the mnes and factories; in the fieldg and
, nhhhi ghways, in officesi churches, schools and hospital s andltheiravi ouel ot her
soci o-eul tural services.

W greet Parents, mothers and fathers who manage no raise families ggainst
trenmendous odds in the face ofthe genocidal apartheid policies:’ The |oss
rof life resulting fromthe operation of this systemin staggehing. The
procees and, gictory of our struggle will redeemthe stuation.iJlnFthe
neanti me a5. ahpeople,.we need to address the problem of |ack of reapett
efor human life which is nmani Seat in the growi ng nunber of edeat hB-ifrbnr
_uhheturel causes in the ghettoes of our country.

We have just brought to its close a year that we observed as onbe’ of’
United Action. During this year, we built up the unity of our denocratih
forces as.never before. W nust defend and consolidate these gains. we

nmust build 9n them as we nove to the next stage of our struggle. ("The

, workers ahd peasants, wonen. youth and students; all of us black and white
continue to engage in an ever-broader and united assault on the fable:
regime and itg_policies".

;, One of the principal tasks W have to acconplish this year is. as | have
__said, the organisation and nobilisation of our wonenfol k into struggle.
For this reason in the name of the National Executive Conmittee of HThe
African National Congress | declare 198h THE YEAR OF THE WOMEN, ande’t
charge the entire denocratic and patriotic forces of our country with the
tasks of joining in the effort to nobilise our wormen tozudite in struggle
for people s power.

To all true patriots of our country, we extend best w ehee for S&SceSB in
non: comon Struggle during this, THE YEAR OF THE-WOVEN! ?vi’ hi"

swiutt 4. . . . _ht; 1J3 2 N.u

" 43v .tuv. .’ . MOBILISE AND MARCH FORWARD TO

"PEOPIE'S 130mm ?

AVANDLA NGAVETHU:

MATLA KE' A RONAI h " Jw/ .t, .’

?POVER TO THE PEOPLES ' |
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