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Obstacles in the way at a constitutional settlenent renmain huge. The conproni se:

they will demand make it Inpossible to predict with any certainly the course Q'
timetabl e which negotiations will lollaw. But on the basis at the approach to date by
the two main parties to the talks - the ANC and the governnent - It is now possible to
construct a possible scenarln tor progress to the ionu-awaited liberation at South
Attica.
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10 March 1993
Counti ng down
to denocracy
MIITVATIN
"Multi’ party Negotiations Planning Conlerence’ at which a nmulti-
pany conlerence is organised on the Iines of the abonive
Convention tor a Denocratic South Airica (Codesa).
March - April CE
Mul ti-pany conl erence. or 'Codesa 3. to Point: of conflict
try to decide process |leading to non-racial |nkatha insists this should not be
general el ections and adoption at |inal 'Codesa 3" but a new |lorum and that
constitution. agreenents reached at the Codesa
tal ks are re-neaotiable The ANC insists
that they will be binding.
m(l Amn newnmm’.1 m) (.mwu
866i oz Kmmyad || enees
NVKI HVHOSHL
1994-1999 w
Rul e by a coalition governnent, made up ol parties
Wi nning nore than a mni num nunbel ol seats m
the elections. The threshold is likely to be either
tuve. 10. or 15 per cent ol seats.
Poi nts of conillct
Structure and powers ol this governnent
di sputed. ANC wants an executive president
unttanmel led by mnority vote in the multi-pany
cabi net on 'speciliedt matters. The government is
Poi nts of conflict
The ANC denands that the TEC have
executive powers especially over security
torces and el ectoral nanets. Government
i nsi sts powers be advisory only.
Parliament to pass legislation tor creation
at a Transitional Executive Council (TEC
plus suircouncils to ensure tree and lair
el ections. The nultl-party TEC becones
operational in June
Present Tricaneral Non-racial elections for constituent assenbly to iookiha Wa Fonslilu
i ona’ presidency and
Parlianment to pass a work both as a ’'constltution-nmaki no body and deci st on- makno by conse
nsus.
new non-racial parliament.
constitution to: interim
adm ni smuon Points al conflict
at the Parties ditter greatly on extent to which it will be
country. providing bound by 'prlnciples’ agreed at nth-pany tal ksv
tor non-racial But ANC and government are both believed to
el ections and envi sage a 400estrong. single chanbel nade up
creation ol a constituent at 200 nenbels el ected on regional lists and 200
assenbly on a national lusty
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AN C and Pretoria rope |nkatha

into the negotiation corra

DELEGATES and ' at the

World Trade Centre, the split- -leve
Johannesburg venue where nulti-party
tal ks took place over the weekend, were
provi ded upon arrival with a docunent
setting out thel prowdure should the
need arise for an energency evacua-
tion.

Point One read: "Don't

be calm We have pl ann

eventuality."

-In the event, and despite negligible
sehurity neasures. the conference un-
fol ded without incident. the del egates
fromthe 26 parties present returning
home safely on Saturday evening.

ic Try to

for such an

The main obj ective of the two | ead-
ing parties, the at and the Af-

ri canNati onal ,wastoaaetoit

that cris’'n of any sort was averted. Po-
litical differences of substance were set
asi de and. as they had hoped, agree-
nment was reached to neet again before

5 April.

When nulti-party talks within the
Convention for a Denobcratic South Af-
rica forum broke off in May | ast year
the tables at which the del egates sat
were arranged in the shape of a horse-
shoe. This time, upon the advice of
Ameri can experts. It was decided (0 ar-
range the tables in a circle - in the
Monday 8 March 1993 °

manner of the United Nations Genera
Assenbly. This. the organi sers were as-
sured. would minimse confrontation

And so it turned out. with even the

I nltatha Freedom Party del egation
widely identified as spoil ers-in-chief be-
fore the conference, neekly undennin-
ing the prediction of their |eader
Mangosut hu But hel ezi. that this event
was to be the nost inmportant in South
African political history.

| nkat ha bl uster in the days and weeks
bef ore the conference had indicated
that it would block all further progress
unl ess the government and the ANC
performed a conpl ete ahout-turn and
From John Carlin

i n Johannesburg

abandoned plans for an historic all-race
election within the next year. Inltatha
al so wanted the notion of a federal state
entrenched in the still-to-be-debated
post -apartheid constitution

Fi nessed by Roel f Meyer. the Mnis-

ter of Constitutional Devel opnent, and
Qril Ramaphosa. the ANC secretary-
general . I nkatha rolled over. A resolu-
tion was passed postponing the inev-
itable crisis until the next encounter.
Every single potential political problem
was deferred. The trick, as ANC and
government negotiators privately con-
firnmed, is to rope | nkatha, the par-



Iiamentary Conservative Party and ot h-
ers fearful of denobcratic change into
the process. thus making it all the nore
difficult for themto walk out - an op-
tion considered |ikely when the tal ks
began on Friday norning.

I f I nkatha wal ks out at the next neet-
ing. the negotiators said. then it will be
that much easier for the two big parties
to say "Well. we did our best to bring
theminto the fold. now we'll just have
to proceed w thout them"

Not surprisingly. both M Rama-

phosa and M Meyer, the tains of

the process, declared thenselves to be
satistied with the outcorme of the talks.
In separate press conferences on Satur.
day afternoon they echoed each other’s
words. "A great success." "A great day
for South Africa."

Reveal i ngly, too, each said that they
expected the nitty-gritty of negotiations
to be hamrered out in private bilatera
nmeetings rather than in public muli-
party meetings. Several of these private
nmeeti ngs, including one between the

ANC and | nkat ha. are expected in the
com ng weeks.

No one was under any illusion that

any nmore than five or six of the 26 par-
ties gathered at the Wrld Trade Cen-
tre had any significance, much | ess sup-
port. But each one was denocratically
granted equal tinme to speak

In the interest of order. and to avoid
the customary tirades, a traffic lights
systemwas installed next to the main

m crophone. G een neant the speakers
could press on. Yellow neant their time
was nearly up. Red neant stop talking
When the yellow |ight cane on for M
Ramaphosa he onmitted a third of the

text and raced to his conclusion. It
didnit really matter. He remains in the
driving seat.
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26 parties set to take

part in S. Africa talks

Johannesbur g

Al lister Sparks

TEN MONTHS after talks

broke down, South Africals

mai n political organisations

agreed yesterday to reconvene

anot her, nore inclusive consti-

tutional convention within a

nont h.

The new negotiating forum

given a deadline of 5 April for

its first neeting, will resune

where the Codeca talks left off,
thrashi ng out the remaining

details of howto draft a post-
apartheid constitution.

This tinme, 26 parties will par-
ticipate instead of 19. The new

conmers include both the

far-right Conservative Party

and the bl ack radial Pan-Afri -

eani st Congress, both of which
boycotted Codesa, as well as



African traditionalist groups
and a white splinter nmovenent,
the Afrikaner Vol ks Uni on,

whi ch wants a separate Afrika-
ner honel and.

The only political group stil
refusing to join in is the Azanian
Peopl eis Organi sation, a rem
nant of the Bl ack Consci ousness
noverment founded by Steve

Bi ko in the Seventies.

Del egates were optimistic
yesterday at what they called
the constructive mood of the
conf erence, despite some proce-
dural wangling that threatened
to derail it onits first day. The
conference al so survived a fresh
out break of violence in Natal,
where six school children were
gunned down | ast Wednesday

and 10 people killed on Friday.
Dawid de Villiers, the Mnis-
ter of Public Enterprises who
headed the ruling Nationa
Partyl s del egati on, described
the tal ks as ’a remarkabl e

achi evenenti that would isend a
good signal to South Africa that
all our political |eaders want to
overcone the problens facing
usi .

There are still major hurdles:
al t hough the governnment and

the ANC have agreed on the
transitional process to follow,
getting others to accept their
deals will not be easy. And
whi | e wi deni ng the conventi on
reduces t he danger of revol u-
tionary action from outsiders,
the inclusion of the extrem st
groups will nake it nore diffi-
cult to get general agreenent.
The nost difficult issue wll
be to reconcile the governnent-
ANC position that the constitu-
tion should be drafted by an

el ected constituent assenbly,
with the | nkatha Freedom
Partyi s demand - backed by

sone ot her bl ack | honel and
parties and the Conservative
Party _ that the constitution
shoul d be drafted at an all-party
convention before any election

i s held.

On the positive side, yester-
dayi s conference appointed a
26-menber conmittee to pre-
pare for the resunmed tal ks - an
ongoi ng negoti ating forumthat
will seek comprom se fornul ae
on these issues.

Joe Slovo, the Communi st

Party chairman who is on this
comm ttee, said he was was
encour aged by the positive

nood there. il think people are
getting tired of running the |ast
mle five tines; he said.



Change in South Rfrica: Lessons from Nami bia

Three years ago, followi ng a year-long el ectoral/eonstitutiona
process under UN gui dance, Pretoria yielded its rule over

Nam bia. This process was widely regarded as a trial run for
change in South Africa when it could no | onger be staved off.
That time now appears to be approaching. Hhat are sonme of the

| essons that can be gl eaned fromthe Nani bi an experience?

Bg;g 9f the 93. It is generally agreed that the Nami bian

el ectoral process would not have been "successful™ w thout the
presence of the UN in Nam bia. Yet the UN presence was only a
necessary, not a sufficient. condition

al t hough South Africa illegally occupied Nam bia, an
international territory, it was able to dictate many of the terns
of Security Council resolution 435 (1978) (which established the
process for liberating Nam bia) and then to hold off its

i npl enentation for a decade. Perhaps responding to this
denonstration of political power, UNTAG which was charged with
overseeing the transition, canme to Nam bia unprepared/unable to
deal with many basic threats to "free and fair" elections, e.g.
wi despread and conti nuous vi ol ence and intimdation by arny and
police units in the nost popul ous part of the territory and

bl atant unfairness in governnent-cootrolled TV and radio. In
addition, the UN Special Representative's interpretation of
various clauses of res. 435 weakened its effect: He ruled UN
police could not investigate conplaints of intinidation and

vi ol ence, but only refer Nami bian; to the South African poli ce,
even though they were often the all eged perpetrators. He al so
failed to require the dismssal of the incredibly brutal and
mainly illiterate Koevoet police as unqualified for duty.

If the UN was so restricted in an international territory, it is
unlikely that it or any other international agency will feel able
to take any "controversial" (to Pretoria) action in "sovereign"
South africa-- or that it would necessarily be to the advantage
of anti-apartheid parties if it could. However, an officia
presence, particularly if nunerous and w despread, could inhibit
much gggnt mi sconduct and coul d serve as a semi -
guarantor/proteetor for private outside observers and press as
they discover, docunent, and report conditions and conduct

i gnored or unreported by the international agency.

11ngy pgggggggg. By hol ding up agreenent on early steps set out
in the schedul e attached to res. 435, such as the terms of an
amesty for Nam bian dissidents, South africa forced UNTQG to
agree to a series of unsatisfactory conpromises relating to them
Each day spent in wangling over these natters was a day lost to
canpai gni ng, a catastrophe for black Nam bi an parti es whose
menbers had never voted before. and the el ection had to be held
on or about the dates specified 1h res. 635. since the rainy
season woul d follow shortly and nmake bal |l oting i npossi bl e.



Thi s experience denonstrates the age-old truth that in

"' 7t those who seek

he ot lations tlne pressures are |zkely to pu

change at a di sadvantage. Qpponents of change will ueually be
able to pose a dilema for the change seekers by forclng themto
tively soon

choose between small changes to be effectuated rela

and nore desirable or far-reaching changes nueh | ater. Advocates
of change, whose followers want total change 1nmedlately, have
difficult choices to nmake-- and to explain and Justify.

El ectori; ngg gag Qggtiggg. UNTRG had no staff nenbers expert
-hh"- with ractical experience in elections; and

an electoral law or 9 draft a |aw that

South Africa took advantage of this situation to .

foll owed no known nodel. Cunbersonme and confusing. 1t barred
voting by Nam bians living in Halvis Bay but permtted votthg by
sone 10,066 white South africahs; hanpered | egzti mate act 1vlt xes
of party agents; enabled South African officials to unduly .

i nfl uence nany voters; barred outside observers fromthe poll xng
pl aces; and built in opportunities for fraud and flunmery by
South African officials. Only last mnute intervention by the UN
Secretary-Beneral's special counsel forced enough changes to
produce a tolerable result; and the delay in reaching that
agreement left the political parties less than a nonth to study
the law and instruct their nmenbers about its intricacies.
Nam bi an political parties did not have the time or expertise to
detect many of the shortcomings in the South African proposed
law. nor the political clout to get it changed adequately.

They were aided in this Instance by outside observers. who were
shocked by the law and its acceptance by UNTRG

Quggti gggnt agggngly. South Africa made a final (unsuccessful)
attenpt to control events by issuing an (ultimtely much amended)
Constituent Assenbly law. Draft provisions covered detail ed
procedures for the body as whole (unduly conplicated and
restrictive); selection and powers of officers; secondnent of
staff by the South African Administrator-Beneral to the Assenbly
(a built-in Trogah Horse); provision for paynent of salaries and
expenses (potential bribery); voting procedure and adopti on of
constitutional provisions; control (virtual prohibition) of
public denonstrations and petitions to the Assenbly or its
nmenbers; and a right of approval of all provisions of the
constitution by South erical

Sone of these attenpts to control the Assenbly and its

del i berati ons were crude and obvious. Others, such as seachdi ng
staff and providing financial support for the Assenbly. responded
to actual or probable real needs and had therefore to be net by
speci fic counterproposals, such as the right of the Assenbly to
coopt staff of its choice and to present a budget. which it

det erm ned and adm nistered. for financial support. However, as
one of the Anerican drafters of res. 435 pointed out, in
practical fact there is no non-mlitary restraint on a constitution-
drafting body except its own good political sense, as illustrated
by the history of our own Constitutional Convention. which was
established to amend the thicles of Confederation
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NBC RESCOLUTI ON ON NEGOTI ATI ONS AND NATI ONAL RECONSTRUCTI ON
Further to our adopted docunent "Negotiatzons. a Strategic
Per spective" this neeting of the NEC deci des as follnun:

X. W regect the National Party's power sharing proposa
either for a permanent or fixed period.

2. In the interest of reconstruction and peace and the need to
m nimse the potential threat to denocratic Advance from

di vxsive Forces in the peried imrediately follouxng the
adopti on of the new constitutian, we declare our support

for an Interim Governnent of National Unxty (1GNU) which
woul d exist up to the point of the adoption of the new
constitution. After the adoption of the new constitutian

the 1GNU woul d continue in the cane farmas a CGovernnent of
Nat xonal Unity and Reconstruction in order to phase in
structures provided for 1n the new constitutxen.

The GNUR woul d exist for a specified linmted duration

whose termwoul d cone to an end by the first election under
the new constitution, which would he held no | ater than

five years after the elections for the EA

3. Such a GNUR shall be governed by the overriding principle
that mnorxty parties shall not have the powers ta paral yze
the functioning of the executive or to block the process of
restructuring, nore particularly:

(a) It shall be made up of an executive in which there will be
proportional representation of all the parties elected to

the CA eubJect to a mininumthreshold of 5% of the teat: 1n
the Constituent Assenbly.

(b) The President shall be elected by a sxnple nmagority of the
Conat xt uent Assenbly

(c) Representatives cf mnority parties in the cabinet shall he
apointed by the President in consultation with the | eaders

of each party in questton. The President shall have the

right te ineint on an alternative if the person proposed by
such |l eader is, for specified reasons, unacceptable.

(d) I'n general the President shall exercise his er her
executive powers after consultatlon with the cabinet.

(9) In the case of certain specified peuere the President shal
exercxse his or her powers in consultation with the parties
represented in the cabinet. In the event of a disagreenent
the President’s decision shall requzre support from 2/3 of

t he wenbere of cabinet,

(f) The specxfied powers nentioned in (e) are still to be
negoti ated and before an agreenent is reached in this

regard a detail ed nandate wxl| have ta he obtaxned fromthe

S
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NRC sitting with either tho chairperson or sleretary of

each region.

h. The neeting further reaffirms it. positions concerning the
Conctituont Assenbly thlit the Constituent Aosenbly shall be

a sovereign constitution-naking bady which will be baund

only by agreed general constitutional principles. It ghould
be conposed of rapresentativou el ected on the basis of

nati onal and regional listt. It would take decisions by a

two thirds najority. Matters pertaining to the powers and
functions of region: will also require an additional two
thirds majority of the regional representati Ves sitting as

a whol e. The Constituent Assenbly should conplete its work

as qui ckly as possible and not |abor than nine nmonths after
its election.

The NEG will continue to negotiate the issue of an

ef fective deadl ock breaki ng nachani am whi ch woul d be used

in caae the Constituent Astonbiy is unable to ccnclude its
wgu within the spatifted tine frame.

5. The neeting of the NEC resol ved that work shoul d continue
to build a national consensus on the quoatiOn of future

regi onal governnent. through di aCUSSions with other parties
and organi sations. All decisions concerning the powers,
functions, boundaries and structure of regional goverhnent
shoul d be deci ded by the Constituent Assenbly. Any

Conmi ssi on on Regions that may be established by a nulti-
party forumwoul d, apart fromdelimting electoral region

for the Constituent Assenbly el ections. only nake
recomendations to this Assenbly.

6. Pragramme of Reconstruction and Devel opnent

I n endorsing the package concerning inter 31la a Governnent of
Nati Onal Unity, the NEC affirmed that such arrangemenha mnust,
during the transition period itself. be raanforced by an

ef 'factive programme O’ reconstruction and dgnocratic
transformation.

The ANC i medi ately needs to enbark on | process to consolidate
its ranks, supporters and those of the broad denocratic forces
around a transitional strategy to enmpower the oppressed majority.
This will entail

(i) identifying thcne key section: of tho trgans of state that
roquire restructuring as a matter of priority.

(ii) evolving an affirmative action programme. with definite
time franes, to reconstruct the organs of state in

conformity with a denocratic society;

(iii)a far-reaching programe of zoclal and economic
reconstruction to address the pressing needs O the

-magarity of South Africa;

(iv) a process of consultation and nobilisation of nass
demmcratic forces and the conveni ng of a conference on
reconstructi on and broad strategy. Such a conference :0 be
held wi thin four nonths.
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MANDELA' S CHALLENGE

TO THE CHURCH

Invited by the Free Ethiopian

Church of Southern Africa to

deliver a speech at their centenary

cel ebrations in Potchefstroom on

Decenber 14, 1992, the president

of the ANC, M Nel son Mandel a,

spoke about the historical |inks

bet ween the ANC and the

Et hi opi an Churches. He al so took

the opportunity of outlining the

role of the church in South Africa

today as he sees it.

For the information of our readers we publish the

text of his speech - slightly abbreviated.

been cel ebrated throughout the | ength and the breadth

of our country because it touches all the African

peopl e irrespective of their denom nation or political outl ook
The Free Ethiopian Church of Southern Africa is one of the
few surviving institutions fromthe previous century that is in
the hands of the African people. This is a remarkable feat for
whi ch we have to give credit to the leaders of this church
throughout the difficult years of the final dispossession of our
peopl e. Indeed our people were not only dispossessed of their
THE centenary of the Ethiopian Church shoul d have

20 - Chal/lenge . Febrwy/ /7?93

l and and cattle but also of their pride, their dignity and their
institutions. In celebrating this century you have, ny brothers
and sisters, disproved the lie that the African peopl e cannot
run their own institutions.

The |inks between the Ethiopian Church and the ANC and the
struggle for national |iberation in general go back to the

| 870l s when the products of m ssionary educati on observed

and recorded that. as they put it, colonialismis a one tented
cow that only feeds the whites. On the political front various
provincial African political associations and newspapers
nmushrooned in the last thirty years of the nineteenth century.
On the theological front African clergynmen sought to free
thenselves fromthe fetters of white nissionaries by estab-
lishing African |Independent Churches. One of the nost

cel ebrat ed breakaways was that of Nehem ah Tile who

founded the Tembu Church in the Transkei in |884.

The fundanental tenets of the Ethiopian Movenent were self-
worth, self-reliance and freedom These tenets drew the
advocat es of Ethiopianism |ike a nagnet. to the grow ng
political novement. The political noverment was tocul m nate

in the formation of the ANCin I912. It is in this sense that in
the ANC we trace the seeds of the formation of ourorganisation
to the Ethiopian Muvenent of the |8905.

THE ROLE OF THE CHURCH

The contribution of the Ethiopian Church and the broad
Ecumeni cal Movenent in South Africa and internationally to

the struggl e agai nst the heresy of Apartheid was unparall el ed.
One has just to |l ook at |eaders such as Archbi shop Tutu, Dr
Frank Chi kane, Dr Beyers Naude and nmany nore to neasure

the role of the Church in the struggle agai nst Apartheid.

Sone have argued that after February 2. 1990 the church took
alittle lonely walk in search of an identity and a role.
Qoviously this refers to the institutional church because

i ndi vi dual Christians have been the backbone of the cam

pai gns for accel erated and thoroughgoi ng transformation in
Sout h Afri ca.

We nust. however. attenpt to answer the question of the role
of the church as an institution in the transition and beyond.

| NF STAR
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One thing that we must say unequivocally

is that the church in South Africa cannot

afford a retreat to the coziness of the sanc-

tuary tenpting as it nmay be in these confus-

ing and chal l enging tinmes. The church in

our country has no option but to join other

agents of change and transformation in the

difficult task of acting as a mdwife to the

birth of our denobcracy and acting as one of

the institutions that will nurture and en-

trench it in our society. That rol e suggests

a nunber of tasks for the church in South

Africa today of which we need only men-

tion the follow ng .

SPECI FI C TASKS

| . The church nust warn its adherents

agai nst the dangers of superficial changes that may | eave
power and privilege in the hands of whites and a sprinklin g
of affluent bl acks.

2. The church nust keep in public focus the | egacy of
Apartheid and help to design strategies for addressing it.
3. The church nust act as the conscience of the present and
future society. This is what is sonetines

called the mnistry of val ues.

4. The church nust take an active part

in the nobilisation of our society

for denocracy including educa-

tion for denocracy ained at cre-

ating a culture of tolerance and

at enhancing the noral fibre of

our society. As part of this

process of education the church

can al so gear itself towards

denocratic practices.

guar ant eei - bot h

a the freedom or

religion and the

a i ndependence | |

of the Church"

5. The church can hel p our people in the

difficult task of national reconciliation

that is underpinned by confession and

restitution. The church will also help in

the reconciliation process through a clear

and unanbi guous rejection of false recon-

ciliation as it did throughout the years of

its fight against the Apartheid heresy.

6. The church nmust put a |ot ofenergy into

the war on violence. It nust help our

society identify the root cause of the vio-

| ence so that the scourge can be eradicated

totally fromour mdst. Many of the

victinms of the violence ook up to the

church for spiritual and, sonetinmes, physi-

cal healing.

7. The church nust take an active part in the building of a
new nation in South Africa. National social reconstruc-
tion is a massive and difficult process that will anong
many other things, entail the reconstruction of the famly
and the community, the thorough denpcratisation of
political institutions in practice rather than nerely in the
constitution. and the denocratisation of the econony.

8. It is clear that the solution of the education crisis that
Apartheid has created cannot be left to the state al one. The
church will have to take sone of the burden of educating
our children for the challenges of the 2 I st century.
CHURCH A MAJOR FACTOR

| have put these challenges in front of the church in
South Africa today not in a prescriptive spirit but in



great humility. | amconvinced that, unless we as a

soci ety make full use of the potential our churches have.

the denocratisation of our society is going to be slow and
distorted in sone instances. | would not, however, support

a situation in which the church is subordinated, in any way,
to the governnent of the day or any other societal institution.
In the ANC we guarantee both the freedomof reli gion and the
i ndependence of the church

M President, Oficials of the Free Ethio-

pi an church of Southern Africa and al

adherents, | have put to you what | believe

to be the issues that challenge the church in

the period of the transition to denocracy

and beyond fully confident that the Free

Et hi opi an church is still going to be a mgjor
factor in our society as it enters its second
century.

As | conclude brothers and sisters, | pray

that God may give you strength and vision
not only to survive another hundred years
but to become a beacon of hope that al
South Africans can | ook up to whenever
difficulties arrive. D

Chal /enge - Febrwg/ / 993 - 2/
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DUTCH REFORHED UNI T!' STUNBLES OUER RELI CS OF QPARTHEI D

By John a Euenson

An attenpt at unity between the racially separated Dutch Refornmed churches
in South Rfrica cane to naught during a storny. closed neeting in

Bl oenfontein. Orange Free State. February 18

The concern for unity is inmportant. not |east because the white Dutch

Ref ormed Church (BBC) will not be accepted back into the Uorld alliance of
Ref ornmed Churches until it has convinced that body that it has turned its
back on apart hei d.

The di sruption of nerger tal ks cane as the "Col oured" Dutch Reforned

M ssion Church (DRC-H) and the "Bl ack" Dutch Reformed Church in Africa (DRC
A) decided that the DRC s proposals for unity were little nore than a
continuation of apartheid. this time expressed in terms of the preservation
of "cultural and ethnic groups."

To atone for the past. the two churches called upon their Dutch Reforned
"mot her" church to openly declare apartheid a heresy. affirmthis as a
confession of faith. and. in a denonstration of this confession, break its
ties with the secret Afrikaner society known as the Broederbond.

These calls disturbed Dr Peter Potgeiter, Hoderator of the Dutch Reformed
Church. "I thought that was sonething of the past." he said. "because we have
very clearly distanced ourselves fromapartheid and everything that goes with
it."

On the last call alone. Professor Potgeiter seemed to be an insecure

ground. He and many other prom nent |eaders in the DRC are known to be
menbers of the Broederbond, the clandestine protector of afrikaner cultural
econom ¢ and political power since its founding in 1918. The Broederbond has
been the elite think-tank of apartheid. orchestrating nfrikaner dom nation of
the nation through nenbers well-placed in church. government and commerce.
Host of the cabinet. including President de Klerk, are Breeders. as are key
| eaders in South Africa’s nmilitary. security police and civil service. Recent
newspaper reports indicate the Broederbond s current strategy is to ensure
"Afri kaner survival" by expandi ng nmenbership fromthe ranks of educators.
clergy and governnent officials.

"Ue are dismayed that the white church can be understood to be in the grips
of the secret Broederbond,"” said Rev Zak Hokgoeba of DRC-nfrica. "Uhen you
talk to then. you find that their allegiance is to the racist afrikaner

i deol ogy...not to the CGospel of Jesus Christ."

DRC | eaders. anong them Breeder nmenbers Potgeiter and Professor Johan

Heyns. defend the Brotherhood. Potgeiter says that his church has twice

i nvestigated the Broederbond and found "nothing that indicated that
menbership would detrinmentally effect the work of a minister in the church.”
Prof Heyns protested questions in the nmeeting about his menbership. saying if
his "integrity as a human bei dg was bei ng questi oned. we cannot talk any
further."

But Rev Russel Botnan. Uice-noderator of the DRC Hission church. said it is
Heyns' integrity as a Christian brother that is at stake. Batman told Heyns,
"If you are a brother of those in the racist Broederbond. then you cannot be



our brother."

The white church’s nodel for unity al so di snayed the DRC M ssion and BBC
africa churches. The fact that the BBC has declared its congregati ons are now
open to all races has not. in the eyes of Black church | eaders. been nore
than a gesture. according to Rev Batman. the DRC S proposal for unity stil
presunes separation to be the norm It would set up a new "bondi ng synod"
over the existing racially divided structures. 911 groups would nmeet in this
synod for prayers and |imted decision making. but policy for each of the old
churches. now to be divided according to culture. would be determ ned by
their own separate |ocal and national deliberative bodies.

I nstead of one integrated church. it would be "like a four-ehanbered
parliament." said Reu Batman. "with Uhite. Col oured, |ndian and Bl ack
interest groups. defined nowin terms of culture instead of race. each with
their own synod."

The denmands that the DRC nust clearly declare apartheid a heresy and the
condemation of apartheid a "status confessionis". a confessional matter. are
al so stunbling blocks to the nerger.

Until now. the DRC has refused to go beyond calling racisma "grievous sin"
and apartheid a "serious deviation." The Afrikaner church is reluctant to
condemn as heretics its former menbers. now dead. who. according to its
Church and Society statenment of 1998. supported apartheid with "honest and
nobl e intentions...concerned to achieve the optimal devel opnent of al

popul ation groups within the framework of their own cultural traditions."

For the 852 of South Africa s people who suffered under apartheid. the

white church’s past blessing of the systemof enforced racial discrimnation
is not as easily forgotten. Menbers of the Col oured and Bl ack churches
renenber the pass |aws: the forced removals fromtheir houses and | ands: the
brutal police and security force activities against those who called for
justice and human rights: the people killed in prison. in politica

assassi nations or fromdi sease in the poverty stricken honel ands and
townshi ps. They are dismayed that white Christians believe they can erase
the years of brutality by saying. "we made a nistake. apartheid was sinful."
and then continue with policies. now | ess overtly oppressive. preserving
white Rfrikaner economc. political. cultural and religious power.

But white church officials seen to expect the black churches to be gratefu
for the DRC s adnission that apartheid was sinful. They now adopt the role of
victim saying. in effect. "how can you not forgive us and accept our nodel
for church unity?"

The neeting had one unifying result. The DRC- Hi ssion and DRC-nfrica church
representatives had not been of one mnd regarding their own unity plans. Set
to nerge thensel ves a nunber of tines in the past. they stepped back because
certain influential |eaders thought it would be better to Join all four Dutch
Ref or med churches together at one tine.

Now, with a combi ned nenbership |arger than the BBC. the M ssion church and
DRC-Rfrica plan to conbine in a "Uniting Dutch Reforned Church” in apri

1994. They have invited the BBC and the tiny Indian Refornmed Church to join
themin this fully integrated church. with people fromall races united at
every |levels of worship and deci si on maki ng.

according to Dr San Buti, Hoderator of the DRC-Africa. the door for the BBC
to join the Black churches is still open. "W are already one body in Christ.
and we nust work out that one practical unity in the structure of one body."
Rev Botnan al so urges the BBC to accept the invitation to "unite with the

Bl ack churches on the basis of a non-raoial unity. with no protection for any
group or racial cultures."” "If they do." he says, "we will accept that as
living proof that they have broken away from apartheid and have accepted the
conf essi onal stance of the Black churches."

Reu Botnan is al so adamant on the problem of the Broederbond: "He cannot

have a church controlled by a facel ess. anonynous power body. It is
unacceptabl e. They nust resign their nmenbership in the Broederbond."

"Ue want deeds now." said Batman. "it is too late for words." (SRCN)



Johannesburg: February 15. 1993

01TH G JRCH HELP. uosm RESIDDI TS ARE UORKI NG 1' 0 STOP U OLDi CE

by Josephi ne Carl eeon. Sout hern Africa Church News

"This is w father". said H Hasanzine D ooo. a Zulu living at Jeppe hoste

i n Johannesburg as he enbrawd a myear-old Xhosa nan

"He is the father of the whole eonunity at Jepye and we will protect and
honour hie." H Diowo told representatives fron- nore than twenty Johannesburg
hostel s who had cone together on February 6 for a peace service.

After years of fighting that has been described as tribally or politically
based (Zul u- Xhosa or Inkatha-MC). residents in the large. single-eex hostels
in black townships in and around Johannesburg have finally begun to wake
peace.

I n Deoenber |ast year. the first peace service was held at Jeppe with 189

wen attending. eoning fromonly two hostels. 'I’his tine at Selby. also in
central Johannesburg, the service attracted al nost a thousand from post of
the hostels in the area: wen that Just a few nonths ago would only visit each
other’s hostels on killing raids.

"I know that cone of you were even scared to cone here today." Rev Huune
Dandal a. a Hethodist ninister told the neeting. I n Nouewber he had been asked
by the residents of Jeppe and Sel by hostels to chair their peace enittee.

"Let us not fight with weapons. but with our mnds."” Rev Dandal a said.

"Let us identify what is really oppressing us and let us fight to repair that
and invite God to be with us."

"Xhosas and Zulus are brothers." H D ono iron Jeppe hostel told the

cromd. Hr Dl ono had been elected by his hostel to | ake contact with nen
living at Sel by hostel. regarded as a Xhosa and MC stronghol d. He recounted
how a few (|l ays after heavy fighting between the two hostels |ast august 25.

he had gone to Sel by and asked the | eaders: "Until when will we kill one
another? | haven't cone to you with an apol ogy. but whatever happened
yesterday. | have cone to you to ask: 'Is there no other way we can liue ?'"

He was. ouch to his own surprise. well received by the Sel by hoste
residents. They in turn elected five hen, led by H Gernan H atsheni, to
conti nue the peace discussions.

at the February 6 peace service H H atsheni acted as host. weloolling
reyresentatiues fromother hostels who had cone to pray and wake a sol emn

pl edge to keep the peace. as a synbol of this pronise. a candle of "hope and
pain" was lit - the candle. like the Sel by hostel itself. surrounded by a
barbed wire fence. after the eeruiee. all the wen shared a festive weal.
"The nmost interesting thing is that the whole initiative is tron the hoste
residents thenmselves. with a real sense of seriousness and Domi tnent on
their part." Rev Dandala said after the neeting. "I have found wysel f that
there are very wi se pople who are living in these hostels." Dandal a
cautions that it would be a disaster for any outside group to think that it
could know what is right for hostel residents w thout an adequate process "
det erm ne what the people who are living in those hostels feel."

Rev Dandal a sees the role of the church in this process as affining and
restoring the people’s dignity and connon Mican culture. "I think people
are | ooking for sonebody that can wediate with integrity" he said. "There is
recognition that the church has a critical role to play because the killing
of people is quite a serious thing."

"On the other hand the fact that the church is still trying to stand for
truth night antagoni se people now and again. But | think the essence of the
di scussi ons we have had so far has been in saying that there is nothing wong
in differing in views."

There are still threats to this peace process tron those who |ight want to
incite violence. In South Mica' s tense transitional period sane politica

| eaders say not approve of the peace. since a destabilised situation can
further enhance their own goals of staying in power. Rnd sone of the hostels
in the Johannesburg area have not yet adopted the peace pl edge.

Still. Rev Dandal a says: "I an extrenely hopeful about the future beause
when people start and connit thenselves to talking. if they allow soci al
events to happen between then and start to know each other again on a
personal level. that in itself reduces the potential of violence.”

at the Sel by peace acting. well attended by national church | eaders. the
hostel residents’ initiative sot strong support. Rev Peter Storey. the vice
chairman of a Regional Dispute Resolution Connittee set up under the Nationa
Peace accord. said he had | earned fromthe residents how peace coul d be
achieved "in action" and not just discussed on an abstract |evel.

Rev Frank Chi kane. General Secretary of the South African Council of
Churches. said "there are heroes of peace here and we should recogni se the
great work they have done. The wessage is that the people have nade peace."

to



Chi hane warned the hostel residents to be "careful not to be led into
vi ol ence. "

"I believe there will be no nore violence anong us. if it cones it wll
cone from sonewhere else." (SRCN)
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Rl VATl i security compani es are becom

ing enbroiled in Natalis war zones.

where the line between political and erim

inal violence is increasingly blurred.

At | east two conpani es and scores of individ-

ual security guards have been inplicated in the
political conflict between the African Nationa
Congress and the | nkatha Freedom Party. |ixae-
erbating the situation is a | ack of adequate eonv
trols and the Iiaet that the conpanies are often
stalled by forner security force nmenbers and

ri ghtw ngers.

Security conpani es and guards operating in
kwazZul u are not subject to the restrictions

i nposed by the Security Oficers Board. which
stipulates that all conpanies and their enpl oy-
ees be registered and that all enpl oyees have
clean records. In effect, a convicted mass nur-
derer may work as a security guard in kwaZu-

[ u.

Enpl oyees of Reaction Against Theft (Rat)

have allegedly participated in attacks in U az
townshi p. According to Um azi residents. the

Rat guards were approached by | nkat ha-aligned
councillors to help in an attack on ANC support -
ers |ast year. They said the Rat guards Wre
brown canoufl age uni fom s and that white nen

in identical garb were spotted at the scene of the
oontlict.

Shane Lockston, who heads Rat. allegedly

sells rounds of anmunition to | FP supporters.

He denied this, saying: "I can't afford to sel
amunition to Inkatha. | Wuld | ose ny |licence
for weapons and have to cl ose down."

| nekston al so denied that his guards had par-
ticipated in any violence, though he added that
he had heard runours to this effect. le not at
the site, | donWknow what the guys are doing in
the day. You don’t know who youire enploying
these days. | enploy 90 percent whites, and half
of them are Afrikaner Werstandsbewegi ng
menbers. The AWB is Inkatthirientated."

A source in the industry said many security
conpany bosses had joined the "P, which gives
them easy access to gun licences in kwaZulu

Last year kwal ulu | eader Mangosuthu

But hel eli issued a statenment saying gun |icences
nmust be given on demand to He? nenbers, to
protet’t their comunities.

(iavin Ainsworth, a manager at Springbok
Patrols, denied that he is an Ili P nenber, though
he was photographed as a delegate at the Ililys
annual conference | ast year. wearing Ilill garb.
According to security guards. their bosses pre-
fer to recruit Ili’P nenbers. TWO enpl oyees
Security industry

boons in N atal
Privilleset’ur

rerns are having a

livid (Igy in, lotyrZu/u, iijiere they ur_e_
unnylluletl and the lilre between
Jmiligul and crimnal i'r’uleitcc i.s’ _

and SARA BLECHER

from CRG i n Enpangcni said they had been told
they would be tired it they refused to becone
[linformers" for their boss. Their conpany
refused to enpl oy ANC supporters, they said.
The industry source said: "Because of the

good rel ati ons between | nkatha and the AVB.

we enpl oy nostly | nkatha nmenbers: Wen a
person applies. he is asked about his politica



affiliation. But there’s no trust of |nkatha people
either. So those who do the dirty work are nost-

[y whites.

It Mbst of the white nmenbers in the security
conpani es are AWB nmenbers or synpat hi sers.

Most conpani es take forner army or South

African Police guys because it’'s cheaper. They
don’t have to be trained."

The source described security conpani es as

iithe best front you can use. You can work in the
townshi ps and no one’'s going to ask you whats

goi ng on.

"Peopl e in conmpanies do get up to things that

are not necessarily conpany policy. Thereis no
control over them like in the police force. They
work as individuals. The owner isnit in the field,
he sits in his olliee. "I he guys in the field can do
what they like."

Matty guards. he added, mwe from one com

pany to another to avoid detection. ItA guy wll

killing, then he’ll nove oll’ to the next eonpzr
"yet.

Security ()I'lii’ers Hoard registrar Frans | .ubhe
confirmed that some conpani es were noving

their oliliees to kwa'/.ulu, where they do not tal
#F ..., -

-

h

Gavin Al nsworth, a manager at Springbok _
Patrol s. photographed at the I FP's annua
continence |last year, marlng | FP garb

under the ambit of the Security O ficers Act.
uThey are not conpelled to register there,"
Lubbe said. uBut that’'s kwaZul u’s probl em

They shoul d say they would |ike to have them
registered in terms of our Act. They don’'t fal
under our control. but there’s nothing we can do
about it."

Even if a conpany is registered in South

Africa. it nay use unregistered guards in kwaZu-
lu. Many Natal townships, like Urazi and kwa-
Mashu, which are a nere stones throw from
Durban. also fall under kwal ul u’ sjurisdictions
Since the board was established in Septenber
WHO, it has registered In(ltltl security person-
nel, who are subjected to extensive screening.
According to Lubbe, uterrible stutli’ has been
weeded out in the screening process. nSonme of
the potential security officers weive elimnated
are habitual crimnals,"” he said.

The board has | odged all application in the

Dur ban Suprenme Court to shut down the busi-

ness of controversial Conbat |iorce director

Nor man Reeves. In the nurder trial |ast Cctober
of a Conbat Force enpl oyee, it energed that
Reeves had issued "shoot to kill" instructions to
his guards and offered R 1 (l) "bonuses" for every
ubl ack head

During the trial, M Justice P Meskin referred t.
to Conbat Force as "nothing | e$ than an unl aw

ful private arnmy”". 'l he trial led to an investiga-
tion of Reeves and his company by Natal attor-

ney general Karl Koenig, which is still under :
way .

Reeves enpl oys ex-32 Battalion and Sel ous
Scouts nenbers, and al so uses KkitskonstahelLs
and police ammunition for his security opera-
tions. He was fined |ast year for possessing a -
nunber of unlicensed lirearns, sotne bel ongi ng
to the SAP. ,

Last week, the controversial director and his



guards were at the centre of conflict between tax
drivers and a kwaZqu-owned bus conpany,

Eagl e Liner Intercity Coach Services. in Durban
Enpl oyed by the bus conpany to protect pas-
sengers and the driver, Reeves and his arned
guards provoked angry responses froma crowd
after arresting a man.

In Port Shepstone on New Year’'s Eve, in white
security guard shot several people, injuring four
at a taxi rank. The incident oocured during a skir-
m sh between residents and of f-duty police, who
arrived at the rank in a bakkie with covered
nunber plates. A security guard from Bal arm
Security also arrived and opened fire. Wtnesses
said the guard had arrived together with the off.
duty police, but the police denied this. Peace
nonitors now fear that the carefully negotiated
peace pact in the area is in jeopardy.

Evi dence of the invol venent of private secu-

rity conpanies in political violence is not
restricted to Natal.

In the G skei, Peaceforce, whiesh ains to hire

2 000 people _ the size of the Ciskei Defence
Force was involved in an incident in Novem

ber during which school children were shot.

The Gol dst one Commi ssion is al so investigat-

ing an incident where guards from Springbok
Patrols were allegedly involved in an attack on
train comuters in Soweto in Novenber | ast

year.

Lubbe said he had never received any infor-
mation inplicating security conmpanies in vio-

| enre: uMaybe there are certain security officers
with political preferences. but they have specif-
ie duties prescribed by their enployers."

No emnpl oyers, Lubbe added, would adnmit to

havi ng political agendas.
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How dead men tel

tales on SA police

nmagi strates agree on the cause

of death without a formal hear-

ing and often without the

know edge of the family of the
deceased. "I would judge that

the majority of such cases are
dealt with by this informal in-
quest system™

Anot her al armi ng aspect of

In his first exclusive interview,
pat hol ogi st Dr Jonat han @ uckman
tells David Beresford of his plans
tolift the lid on nurders in custody
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HE career of the eele

brated South African

pat hol ogi st, Dr Jona-

than d uckman. is set

to culmnate in a confrontation
with the authorities over what
is likely to be renmenbered as
, his life's work - the exposure
of police nurders of prisoners
i n custody.

Cvil rights | awers are Join-
ing forces with Dr G uckman to

1993



 aunch an i ndependent investi-
gation into deaths in detention.
whi ch seens |likely to uncover a
scandal even nore serious than
previously appreciated. The in-
quiry. headed by the Johannes-
burg silk, George Bizos SC is
expected to show routine collu-
sion by doctors and magi strates
in covering up police killings.
The decision to launch an in-
dependent inquiry by the civi

ri ghts group. the Lega
Resources Centre. follows a
recent row between Dr d uck-

man and South Africa’ s mnis-
ter of law and order. Henus
Kriel. over deaths in police cus-
tody. M Kriei produced a

| engthy report on the subject -
based on a police analysis of Dr
G uckman’ s nedi cal records -

and cl ai ned the pathol ogi st had
sl andered the force.

Dr @ uckman has responded.

i in his tirst interview since the
controversy broke out. by chal -
I enging the minister to sue him
"There is nothing i would

i ke better than to stand in a
court and be prosecuted for

i bel and sl ander of the South
African police." he told the
Guardian. "It Wuld be the ulti-
nmat e accol ade of my career."
The 76-year-old Barts gradu-
ate. who won an internationa
reputation as a result of his evi-
dence in the Steve Bi ko inquest.
has been in the news again over
the |l ast week as an expert wit-
ness in yet another case in

whi ch police are accused of
murdering a prisoner

The victim a Soweto yout h,

Bet huel Maphunul o, surren-

dered hinself to police alter
heari ng he was wanted in con-
nection with an armed robbery.

- Police claimhe subsequently
drowned in a swi mm ng poo

while trying to escape. A

bi zarre account has been given
by police of how Maphumul o,
wearing handcuffs. engaged in
alife and death struggle with
an onter nearly twi ce his size
whi ch culmnated in the two

nmen tunbling into the pool

Dr @ ucknman’s postnortem

exam nati on showed Maphu-

mul o had suffered eight frac-
tured ribs. anong other inju-
ries. Most significantly. he was
found to have suffered a frac-
ture to the hyoid bone in the
neck which. Dr d uckman has
testified, alnost always results
from manual strangul ation

The dead youth’s nother.
Margaret, clains she was al so



beaten and given electric
shocks by police after bringing
charges agai nst them over her
son’ s deat h.

Dr duckman’s office. in

downt own Johannesburg. is
decorated with photographs of
the pat hol ogi st in the conpany
of some of South Africa’ s |ead-
ing lawers during fanous in-
guests of the past. Like that of
Ahrmed Tinol. the anti-aparte
heid activist who in 1972 was
enjoying a cup of tea with his
interrogators (at |east by their
account) when he decided to es-
cape by leaging out of a lQh
floor win ow at security

branch headquarters in Johan-
nesburg. And the earlier Len
koe case. over a detai nee who
was said to have hanged him
self in his cell

"That’s when | started set

ting in contlicts with the police;
when | realised they were a | ot
of liars.” Dr duckman recalls.
"Ernie Wentzei (a |eading bar-
ri ster who had had experience
of security branch interroga-
tion hinseltl told me where to
| ook for signs of electric tor-
ture. I went and | | ooked and
found it - 1 would never have
found it nmyself. It was a tiny
little mark . . . between his toes.
Since then | always | ook be
tween the toes."

The outcone in the Lenkoe

case. as with 'linmoi, as with
Bi ko, was "nobody is to blanme".
a phrase which has becone an
epi taph for so nmany deaths in
South African police custody.
Par adoxi cal ly. Dr d ucknman

has not appeared as a witness
at many i nquests. The reason

t he pathol ogi st explains, is that
nost cases are di sposed of by
what are known as "infornma

i nquests" in which police and
deaths in detention is the fre-
guency w th which post-nor-
tems are seemingly fabricated
by state pathol ogists or district
surgeons. A striking exanmple is
the case of Sinpbn M hinkul u.
aged 19, whose death precinpi-
tated | ast years public biow up
between Dr d ucknman and the

m ni ster of |aw and order
Curiously. Mhinkulu s

death did not feature in the
"Kriel Report"” with which the
mnister attenpted to defend
the police force agai nst Dr

G uckman’ s al |l egations. The
teenager’s body was found in
the vel d near Sebokeng town.
ship last July. Two friends who
had been with himdescri bed



how t hey had been pi cked up by

a police arnoured personne
carrier when they were seen

near an abandoned stol en car.
The boys were taken to the

| ocal police station and. accord-
ing to Mhinkuiu s friends,
badly beaten. Hs friends were
rel eased. but w thout Sinon.
Pol i ce subsequently told the

M hi mkulu famly that the boy
had been "spanked" and al so

sent home.

The famly went to the Lega
Resources Centre which called

in Dr duckman. The pathoio

gist not only found a horrifying
di splay of injuries all over the
boy’ s body. but discovered evi -
dence that the district surgeon
had faked a post-nmortem The
body had the conventional post-
nortem i nci sion. but when Dr

d uckman opened it he found

the internal organs were undis-
turbed; the district surgeon had
seem ngly just made a cut and
sewn it up again.

The pathologist is planning to
retire this year. "I have ny
house, there on the wall." he
says. gesturing to an idyllic
phot ograph fromthe south of
France. But he is determined to
cap his career by nailing the
South African police on deaths

i n custody.

Quoting the mnister of |aw

and order as having said that
"the only reason he was not
prosecuting nme was that | was
shortly going to retire." Dr

@ uckman said fiercely: "There
is nothing I would Iike better
than to be prosecuted. In which
case all of this can cone out in
open court. in front ofa judge."
W
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US recognition of the

Angol an gover nment

I: lInperative to halt

Unlta’s hol ocaust

Victoria Brittain

RESI DENT Clinton’'s

humani tarian air drops in
Bosnia are In inportant

synbol i ¢ gesture which recog-

ni ses that the United Nations is
failing and the US wants to
redeemthat failure. in Angola,
where the UN's failure is far
clearer, he should make In

even nore inportant synbolic
gesture by announcing the im
nmedi ate di pl omatic recognition
of the el ected governnent in
Luanda.

On Monday norning. the iat-

ut UN deadline for Unita to
present itself for peace talks in
Addi s Ababa expired. Over the’
weekend a UN | ppeai for a:

truce and an offer of UN hei- ;
icopters and a plane to nmy Units |
representatives out of Angola 3
to Addi s Ababa was refused by g
the rebels - not surprisingly as ;
the del egati on had never |ctu-
liiy left the Zairean capital of
Ki nshasa to go i nto Angol a.
These rebuffs to the intena-
tionai comrunity toiiowt’'ive
nont hs of a Unita offensive

I ner the refusal of their |eader
Jonas Savinbi to lccept the
results of Septenmber’s nulti-
party elections. . 4

Thi s of fensive has shattered
the country beyond anyt hi ng
even 16 years of the US and
Sout h Atrican-backed war we
Eared people for - three ml-
"on uprooted people are threat.
ened with starvation, |ocording
to the UN

In Huambo - the Central

Hi ghl ands city which has be
cone the synbol of resistance
during its six weeks' siege by
Unita -- 10,000 people Ire esti-
mated to have di ed. thousands
Ire wounded. tens of thousands -
have tied into the bush. There
is no water, eiectricity or com
muni cati ons. no doctors;

pati ents have been murdered in
their hospital beds; abandoned
children wander the streets. |
Dozens of other towns the
simlarly been reduced to rub
bi e. or have beconme ghost

towns li’'ter being taken over by
Unita. in the paediatric hospita
in Luanda. | child dies every

two hours because of the |ack of



nmedi ci nes.

West nust act or

the | osers take al

Thi s hoi ocnst can be

stopped by the internltiona

conmunity. Diplomatic recog-

nition of the muiti-party gov-

ernment tn Luanda by WAsh-

ington would be I first step.

Second, lii governnments. per

haps | ed for once by the British.

shoul d close Unita offices in

their countries Ind urge the

representatives to go back to

Luanda where the 10 Unita dep

uties in the National Assenbly

i s reassurance enough that

they can still participate in op

ition polities. A mndatory

N Security Council Resol ution

lizould enforce the conpiilnoe

of South Africa, Zaire. ivory

Coast. Ind Mrocco, countries

which are still aiding Unite.

Finally. the er crimes trib

unal being set it for Bosnia

| houid be exten ed to cover

Savi mbi I nd other Unite | ead-

ers. These peopl e have partici

pated in the decision. publicly

| nnounced. to reduce the

country to the level of Somali a.

taken part in the current house

tohouse killings. the assassin-

ations late |ast year in Huanbo

of synbolically inportant

MPLA whites |ike the Marce-

lino fam |y and Dr David Ber

nadi no. They liso ordered Ind

carried out the burning Ilive of

dozens of women in Unita's

Jimba stronghold. Ind the kill-

ings of Unitl |eaders such Is

CGeneral Tito Chingindi. once

the movenent’s foreign mnis-

ter, who posed | threat to Jonas

i Slvimbi’s totalitarian

| eader shi p.

There has been no ublic dis-

| pprovel of my of ese well -

known crimes by either the UN

or the three-party observer m s-

sion of the US. Russia and For

tugai. Nor did any of these pow

erfui players on the Angol an

scene ever criticise Savinbi or

his organisation in the 16

nonths | eading up to the el ec-

tions when they prepared their

mlitary offensive under the

, hose of the UN. They refused to

;return huge areas of the

country to governnment control

?turn in their heavy weapons.

" bring their lighters in to the as-

senbly points or conmt them

| seives to work in the unified

' new national arnmny.

Ver bal condemation of Un-

lita has finally surfaced in
recent weeks fromthe US State



, Departnent on January 23.
when they feared the American
oil installations It Clbinda
were under threat. Ind on |
recent visit to Luanda by Brit-
"ain's Issistant under-secretary
of state. Anthony Goodenough
when his open criticismof Un-
ita’s mlitary actions did nmuch
to reverse Britain's reputation
in Luanda as a Unita supporter.
Ei ghteen years ago. the QA s
assessment of the 4,000 nmen in
Unita was scat hing. but went

on to say that "we can prop up
the FNLA and Unita so they go

i nto i ndependence on an equa

footing . . . negotiated
settlenent."”

N THE |l ast 18 nonths. aim

ing still to force that negot -

iated settlenent, South Af-
rica Ind Zaire have | aunched a
canpai gn of econom c destabili-
i sation by neans of | flood of
' banknotes printed in Zaire. sab-
otage of electricity and water.
sui ci de commando squads

trained by the israeiis Ind
" hardened by use in |nkatha op
erations agai nst ANC support -
ers. mari ne commandos. con-
stant supply nights into Unita-
controiied lreas, supply
convoys of trucks through the
Caprivi Strip. and a 50.000man
army with heavy Irtiiiery,
tlnks and helicopters.
US satellites yesterday
| ocated nine of the crates of
emergency lid dropped into
Bosni a before their intended
reci pients had found them it is
i nconcei vabl e that this technol -
ogy woul d not have picked up
the C1305 Ind other snaller
pl anes whi ch entered Angol an
lirspace illegally tor the Unita
resuppiy from South Africa and
Zaire. But the US chose to keep
qui et about this Ittenpt to
overthrow | newy elected
nmul tiparty government.
The | essons for Africa are
that the West has a very sel ec-
tive interest in the denocracy it
preaches. Ind that the UN I acks
the courage to confront its nost
power ful nenbers with the
consequences of their partisan
choices. For | minority of those
i n Mozanbi que I nd South Al-
yrica now liso preparing for a
ypost-apartheid transition, the
| esson of the West’s |enience
towards Savinbi will be that
goi ence can keeprhange at

M Cdinton’s gesture towards
the Angol an peopl e cannot
wai t.
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Fdday Nhuchtil aa
. 0V0CNOC0go000000CcCo- 0
A founder menmber of Unita has
been naned new Angol an am
bassador to London, Victoria
Brmmin wites. Forner genera
Tony da Costa Femandes de-
tected fromthe nmovenent | ast
t year.
Angol an Tel evision in
the capital city of
Luanda said in late
February that UNITA s
i nformation/ secretary,
Jorge Valentim had
been arrested by Sa-
vhnbi’s security men
as he tried to flee
i nto Nam bi a.
The report quotes
Val enti m as decl ar -
i ng he had had enough
of the war which he
descri bed as unjust.
O her UNITA officers
were said to have
been detai ned and yet
anot her executed. A
nunber of defections
from UNI TA occurred
t hroughout | ast year.
On 7 March the Ango-
| an governnent said
it had withdrawn its
troops for the |ong-
contested city of
Huanmbo. 10, 000 at
| east are said to
have been killed in
the country’s second
city of over 500, 000.



