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WHEN textile tycoon 
Phillip Frame was told 
bK a friend that he 
should spend more 
money on himself . be- 
cause he couldn’t take 

““Then I am not going.” 
He died in Durban this 

week of a heart attack, 
aged 74. 
~-Mr Frame headed the 

world’s biggest blanket 
manufacturing business — 
the Frame Group of Com- 
panies. 

A Lithuanian, born in 
Russia and trained as a 
textiles engineer in Dres- 
den, he moved to South 
Africa and became one of 
the country’s most suc- 
cessful and controversial 
businessmen. 
Frame, it was once 

said, had grown rich liter- 
ally on the backs of 
blacks. “If you doubt this, 
stop any blanket-clad 
tribesmen between Blan- 
tyre and Cape Town, push   back one corner of his 
ngubu: and have a look at 
the label. 

Loom tuner 

‘“The chances are it 
bears a Frame group 
brand name,”’ said one 
writer several years ago. 

Mr Frame, who served 
on the Prime Minister’s 
Economic Advisory Coun- 
cil for many years before 
resigning last year, was 
an expert in the textiles 
industry. 

He knew every nut and 
bolt in his weaving and 
spinning machines and 
when he opened his first 
factory in Durban, at the 
age of 21, he was the prin- 
cipal leom tuner. 

it with him, he joked: - 

Suiday Rutmas b B PIORGI E T 3 R NAIDOO backs of blacks, their feet | A have also contributed 
Some of those who higher wages, spearhead- his wealth. As early as. worked night and day at ed by the powerful Textile 1930, he was on record as his factory used to say Workers’ Industrial Union saying: 

that he never left the fac- . of South Africa, he gradu- *“It was obvious that the tory in case something .-,111{\;1 began replacing them = non-Europeans of the went wrong with his ma-  with black workers. - country were becomi in- 
chines. The black workers were  creasingly Westernised in' 

He slept on the prem- not protected under the In-  their habits in clothin 
ises Andevgas on call gvhen- dust‘l)'ial Conciliation Act anfl general outlook. 5 
ever there was a break- at the time and the Textile From a survey I made, 
down. He shared the curry = Workers’ Industrial Union I found that there was a 
and rice meals with his could not represent them.  growing demand for can- 

    

      

  

     
        
    

   

{gdian« rv:iox::’ersa,t’tbut when Tlllle sti;’uatiotl;l tctahmai&ed vas shoes,” he sold. . b ey retir fter many  unchan un e Na- ] ears of faithful service, tional Union of Textile OblCCffid 't 
   

ere was often not evena  Workers was formed to ; d handshake, let alone a protect black workers who otl?etrthlgagtlgffi J:(?::tr%;         
      
    

   
    

   

olden handshake. were by now the principal exportin, 
: ‘ labour force pin the ri’:rll.e irs of cagnv:isvm Rzoo'm ‘mp're industry to South Africa every    ¢ The first taste Mr From the beginning Mr  Frame had of the power of v Frame decided té 
finame realised the poten-  the new trade union was in enter the market and soon ::;:l::sb {a.:dkgaI;otg 8 lsabc:“s; 1?” and 1974 when some pis factory was producin force. He once, said hat otendonae 1 ol 8000 pairs of canvas shg ' e chose n as a base i g : . 7 The strikes were - oo aus textiles empire be-  caued, ‘said the acting ofTof‘::acytctg-ei:; Soperate cause of its proximity t6 secretary of the union at : the Transvaal and the pc time. becanse blacks glflg‘éflei;‘i’:f %‘:‘é‘hbi:.fi'icfi 
E,’.;: bf;:fiw,’,f,'{iof,fifi’ had no say in the wage- Malawi. 'Its factories; 

    
     

      

   

   
       
   

   

  

    
    

  

   

   

  

                

    
   

      

  

   
   

           

  

   

  

   
   

Through hard work and [IXINE Process. ', ventral ety 
22mu:c:es:?§hwglar:?,bmfi- - Articulate taMthrame wa;‘sm' 

Frime ol '3 TOOM  wage were fxo by S PO 11 lion empire employing  the employers and the believed, made substantial 
    

     

   

about 30 000 people. Government and I could ibut When he first started have predicted the re- ,ffnfi"figtjf;’mi‘;e"d‘o‘;fi the blanket industry in  sult,” he said. tions to Jewish charities "' Durban, he enticed poor After the strikes had (. ofihe crowning mo- whites from Europe to  ended, Mr Frame, realis- ments of his life was the’ work in his mills at low ing that the black labour roposed renaming of New wages. Once these work- force was becoming more ermany, the home ofy ers bécame more familiar  articulate in its demands, several of his factories. ot with their surroundings said: 

     
   

    

      

    

    

  

          

   
    
    
       

    
       

       
    

  

and realised that they “There will be 
could qam,g,h{ghgmwages changes.”” And there were fo Ak 

e roved the. wages.of 1t i © L v wages of i : ‘ oCois Mr Framé then built up bl ’ Chixdy wintyem fils    

  

     

   

lack workers consider- 2 a large Indian work force. abl¥. ; ! ' 2!?atni°en for the namej When, however, he was If it is true that Mr . ge. ¢ B met with demands for ~ Frame grew rich on the ® See Business Times ° | 
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FOUR PAC men, freed from their 
death-cell prison in Swaziland 
have been reunited in Birming- 
ham and there are four more, at 
present in Greece, on the way. 

First to arrive in Britain after 
being freed by the Swazi govern- 
ment three months ago was Joe 
Mkwanazi. He and his wife and 
five children are now settled in 
a council house in Birmingham. 

The three cell-mates he was 
able to welcome to Britain were 
Martin Mabiletsa, the Johannes- 
burg advocate, Pitika Ntuli, the 
sculptor, and Joe Moabi. 

The four others who are at 
present in Greece are Dan Mdlu- 
li, the author who wrote the book 
“Robben Island” under the pen- 
name of “uZwelonke”, Richman 
Dlomo, Gilbert Sifuba and Sid- 
well Mkhonza. 

Dan Mdluli is accompanied by 
his Swazi bride Phyllis. They 
married in November while in 

- prison — Pitika Ntuli was best- 
' man — after they were given 
special permission by the prison 
authorities. Gilbert Sefuba has his 
wife and three children with him 
and Sidwell Mkhonza ‘has his 
wife and four children. : 

Pitika Ntuli’s fiancee and child 
are still in Swaziland and are to 
follow him to Britain. He recall- 
ed how frustrated his artistic 
urges were while he was impri- 
soned. 

“T used to carve figures out of 
soap and even out of compres- 
sed bread,” he said. 

Pitika Ntuli, originally from 
Witbank, fled to Swaziland in 
1963 as a schoolchild, and taught 
there since 1965. apene 

Ntuli spoke bitterly of his ar- 
rest last April with 14 other 

"PAC EXILES 
Pos'f _ ?“/VM RE U NIE D . 

PAC men. He said they all felt 
that it was directly due to a 

made at a meeting on 

April 7 at -the government 

house at Siteki. Joe \Mkrwanazi‘l 

| Mabiletsa (right). 

anh Joe Moabi were also pre- 
sent. They were all accused of 
pletting against the Swazi Gov- 

ernment. Mkwanazi and Moabi 
were immediately arrested after - 
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~ Joe Mkwanazi (left) greets former %,iicellr'nates' Pitika Ntuli, Joe Moabi (second right) and Martin 

‘Mkwanazi had replied to PAC 
leader Pitika Leballo and called 
him a liar. , 

Ntuli was arrested later at the 
home of Dan Mdluli and reports 

how every.time he asked any of ‘ 

‘his captors why he had been ar- 

rested they “just seemed embar- 

rassed and said it was due to or- 

ders from above. 

“When the three of us left on 

December 5, the airport was full 

of people to see us off.. 

. “It was ironic that only two. 

months before my arrest as a 

subversive against Swaziland the 

‘Times of Swaziland carried an 

article describing my art show as 

giving the people ‘pride in be- 

ing Swazi’” ; 

Joe Mkwanazi joined in the at- 

tack against Leballo when he andi 
Ntuli called on the London office 
of SUNDAY I_’OST. 

“As far as the movement is 
concerned we still regard our- 

selves as PAC men following the 
principles expounded by Robert 
Sobukwe. We do not recognise 

Letgllo as the true leader of th 
PAC. : 

“He has made many blunders, 

dating back to 1963 when he was 
responsible for thousands of our 

people losing their liberty.” 

Ntuli said: “Whenever PAC 
forces were poised for a major 
‘revolutionary move he blunder- 
ed. In 1968 infiltration through 
Mozambique was given away by 
his Press statements. He has now 
done it again.” 

SUNDAY POST is unable to 
print anything that Lebaile may 
have said about Ntuli’s state- 
ments. Leballo is banned. 
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