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POLICY STATEMENT ON ANC PROJECTS 1’
1. The unbann1ng of the Afr1can Nat1ona1 Congress has ushered 1n
a fundamentaITylnew era 1n the struggTe aga1nst aparthe1d. The
Movement 5 1mmed1ate chaTTenge 15 to reconst1tute 1tse1f 1n
South Afr1Ca as a Tega1 organ1sat1bn after 30 years of
proscr1pt1on. W
2. .Dur1ng those-BO years the ANC cohducted an a11 round struggTe
aga1nst wh1te m1nor1ty ruTe through mass mob111sat1on,
underground1p011t1ca1 organ1sat1bn and the mob111sat1on of
1nternat1ona1 support.
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3. Another v1ta1 aspect of the ANCts struggTe has been the
creat1on of a1ternat1ve 1nst1tut1ons 1n preparat1on for
11berat1on. Dur1ng 1ts years of ex11e the ANC d1aspora has
been democrat1ca11y organ1sed for the formuIat1on of p011cy
gu1de11nes on const1tut1ona1 matters, educat1on, cu1ture, etc.
Huge sett1ements were estab11shed w1th comprehens1ve
fac111t1es for 1ts ex11ed membersh1p. A Targe range of
projectsprov1d1ng educat1ona1,tra1n1ng, heaTth, agr1cu1tura1
and cuTturaT fac111t1es were set up for purposes of seTf-
re11ance and 1n preparat1on for a 11berated South Afr1ca.
4. The SOLOMON MAHLANGU FREEDOM COLLEGE (SOMAFCO) encompassed 1n
the Maz1mbu Comp1ex near Morogoro began 1n 1977 and the ANC
DAKAWA DEVELOPMENT CENTRE began 1ts ex1stence 1n 1982. Both
settTements prov1de var1ed fac111t1es and cater for those from
1nfancy to (Dhi age and produce:food, furn1ture, c10th1ng,
Teather goods and var1ous serv1ces.
5. The ANC estab11shed other projects, such as the ChongeTa and
Maken1 farms 1n Zamb1a, a furn1ture factory and motor repa1r
workshop, 3180 1n Zamb1a. the Moses Kotane SeIf-Re11ance
Centre 1n AngoTa prov1des vocat1ona1 tra1n1ng 1n motor
mechan1cs and sew1ng. There 18 a farm 1n AngoTa and one 1n
Z1mbabwe.
6. w1th the unbann1ng of the ANC and the dec1s1on of the Nat1ona1
Execut1ve Comm1ttee to transfer the ANC’ s Headquarters to
Johannesburg, the future of a11 these projects and act1v1t1es
had naturalTy to be rev1ewed.
7. In attempt1ng to determ1ne the future of ANC projects 1t was
necessary to take 1nto account the dec1ared 1ntent1ons 1n the
De KTerk government and 1ts ab111ty to ensure the pract1ca1
1mp1ementat1on of a new reconc111atory and humane pol1cy by
a11 government agenc1es, 1nc1ud1ng the p011ce and secur1ty
forces. If the process of negotat1ons were to be protracted,
or, even worse, there were to be a dramat1c reversa1 1n the
wh1te power structure 1n South Afr1ca, TegaT oppos1t1ona1 work
coqu aga1n be jeopard1sed, necess1tat1ng aga1n fac111t1es
externa11y for further strugg1e.
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The crux of the matter is that there needs to be a ciear
indication that the po1itica1 changes taking place in South
Africa are irreversib1e. Unti1 such a point has been reached,
the Movement wi11 continue to bear responsibiiity for its
membership and it is necessary that our plans for the future
contain contingency arrangements to enab1e us to be f1exib1e
and to adjust if advances are more rapid than anticipated.
Ii
It is the view of the ANC that there are compe11ing reasons
for the continued existence of external projects, especia11y
in reTation to human resources deve1opment. Therefore, SOMAFCO
wiTT remain in operation in the forseeabTe future to cater for
over 1,000 students. Due to the system of Bantu.Education,
thousands of young peopTe are denied educationa1 opportunities
and it wi11 take years for a democratic government in South
Africa to introduce universai, compuisory and free education.
To enabie a further 500 out-of-schooT youth in South Africa
to benefit from education and training, the ANC has decided
to continue providing secondary education and vocationai
training at the Dakawa DeveTopment Centre and to restructure
these institutions to meet the needs of the new situation.
In contrast to the Mazimbu CompTex, the Dakawa Development
Centre is Tess we11 deveioped infrastructura11y. The ANC is
proceeding with ongoing deveTOpment at Dakawa and is presentiy
revising the 1984 Dakawa DeveTopment P1an in the Tight of the
unfoiding situation. The revised Dakawa Deveiopment Pian wi11
De avaiiabie by July 1990.
At present, a11 other projects at Mazimbu and Dakawa (the
farms and sma11 scaie production units) wi11 continue. As
regards projects in Zambia, Angola and Zimbabwe, they wi11
remain in operation for the present and a thorough review has
commenced on theirifuture.
The ANC is pianning a series oflponsu1tations with donors
during May 1990 in order to examine further the issues raised
in this Statement.
1
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As regards the Cenference for Donors scheduTed for the third
quarter of 1990, it wi11 proceed as planned. By then a
concerted strategy and coherent pTan of project deveTopment
in South Africa and externa11y wi11 be avai1ab1e for
presentation to donors. Efforts are underway to p1an and
coordinate with internal ANC and MDM structures on projects.
The African NationaT Congress has had the good fortune of
receiving conSiderabTe assistance from donors, especia11y over
the Tast twenty years of its exi1e. It has enabTed the
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Movement to establish viable settlements and projects through
which human resources deve10pment for se1f-re11ance and for
a liberated South Africa has been the major ach1evement.
Through our sett1ements and projects the reconstruction
process for a new, democratic and non-racia1 South Africa was
set into motion.
16. The oppressed peop1e of South Africa are indeed deep1y
gratefu1 for the generous assistance and the moral and
po1itica1 support that accompanied it. It is the hope of the
Movement that in the unfo1d1ng situation, more, rather than
1e58, assistance and support wi11 be forthcoming for continued
reconstruction.
Issued by the Nationa1 Executive Committee
20 Apr11 1990
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