VOLKSWAGEN CONFERENCE FOR | TS MANAGERS ON

SOCI G- POLI TI CAL CHANGE | N A NEW SOQUTH AFRI CA

W TH SPECI AL REFERENCE TO THE ANC VI SI ON OF

A NEW DEMOCRATI C AND NON- RACI AL SCUTH AFRI CA

AND WHAT MUST BE DONE BY ALL I N THE EASTERN

CAPE TO ACHI EVE TH S. AN ADDRESS BY GOVAN

MBEKI ON 23 AUGUST 1990

M STER CHAI RVAN, LADI ES AND GENTLEMEN

VE WOULD LI KE TO TAKE THI S OPPORTUNI TY TO

EXPRESS OUR APPRECI ATI ON OF VOLKSWAGEN | NVI TA-
TION TO ADDRESS THI S MEETI NG OF | TS MANAGERS

ON THE SOCI O PCLI TI CAL CHANGES THAT; NE 80
FERVENTLY HOPE W LL EMERGE FROM THE DI SCUSSI ONS
THAT ARE CURRENTLY TAKI NG PLACE IN OUR COUNTRY.

IN THE COURSE OF THI S PAPER WE HOPE TO COVER NOT
ONLY THE GENERAL SI TUATION IN THE COUNTRY BUT ALSO
HOW I T AFFECTS US I N THE EASTERN CAPE. I N DA NG SO
WE ARE | MVEDI ATELY CONFRONTED W TH PROBLEMS VWHI CH
REQUI RE SOLUTI ONS TO OUR LOCAL COVMUNI TY | SSUES.
i
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AMONG HI' S DUTI ES HAS TO PRESI DE ON MEETI NGS OF

THE ADVI SORY BOARD AND TO ALLOCATE SCARCE HOUSI NG

- A TASK WHI CH HE CARRI ED QUT | Nl hANNER THAT WAS
NOT UNI NFLUENCED BY CONSI DERATI ONS OF GOVERNVENT
NATI VE POLI CY AS THOSE OF US WHO WERE OPPOSED TO
SUCH PCLI CY WERE MADE TO REALI SE THE ERROR OF

THEI R WAYS AS THEY NEVER FOUND A HOUSE TO LI VE I N
O'HER THAN THE MANAGER WTH H' S TEAM OF LOCATI ON
SUPERI NTENDENTS THE CHAI RVAN OF THE NON EUROPEAN
AFFAI RS COW TTEE AFTER WHOM THE OLDEST COLOURED
TOMSHI P IS NAVED WAS THE OTHER LI NK. THE MJUNI Cl PAL
COUNCI L WHI CH CONSI STED OF ELECTED REPRESENTATI VES
OF THOSE WHO LIVED IN THE I NNER CI TY WAS SUPPCSED TO
ADM NI STER TO BOTH THE | NNER AND PERI PHERY EVEN
THOUGH | T DI D NOT KNOW VHAT WAS HAPPENI NG | N THE
LATTER. HE DI D NOT SEE THE DREADFUL SLUM CONDI TI ONS
NOR DI D HE SEEM TO WANT TO DO SO - THE SLUM CONDI TI ONS
THAT EXI STED I N KORSTEN AND ACROSS STANFORD ROAD

M OPPCSI TE . ..



PAGE FOUR
OPPOSI TE THE LI VI NGSTONE HOSPI TALaAND WHEN

REPORTS WERE SUBM TTED THE GOVERNMENT SAW THE

SOLUTI ON | N REMOVI NG THE PEOPLE FROM THERE TO
KWAZAKHELE; | T DID NOT SEE THE CONDI TIONS I N

THE RED LOCATI ON | N NEW BRI GHTON WHI CH UNHAPPI LY

EXI ST TO THI S DAY AS DOES SOWETO - BY - THE SEA

AND I N MANY OTHER SI M LAR CONDI TI ONS WHERE 7 M LLI ON
PEOPLE LI VE | N CONDI TI ONS OF( 9%BJECT POVERTY UNDER | HE/
VERY SCANT SHELTER THE PEOPLE I N THE | NNER CI TY
AND THOSE I N THE PERI PHERY LI VE I N TWO DI FFERENT
WORLDS W TH THE DEMAKATI NG BOUNDARY DRAWN ALONG RACE
AND COLOUR LI NES.

IN AN APPEAL I N 1911 TO UNI TE THE VAR OUS AFRI CAN
ETHNI C GROUPS WHO HAD FORMED VARI OUS ORGANI SATI ONS
IN THE PRE- UNI ON COLONI AL AREAS - PI XLEY SEME

SAID :- |,

#1 CL (7 (1,41. (/5127 37."?

"THE DEMON OF RA$19NAt TSM THE

ABERRATI ONS OF THE XHOSA - FI NGO

...SIFEWD ...
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FEUD] THE ANI MOSI TY THAT

EXI SLABETWEEN THE ZULU S

AND THE TONGA S. BETWEEN

BASUTHU AND EVERY OTHER

NATI VE MJST BE BURI ED AND

FORGOTTEN ... WE ARE ONE

PEOPLE".

WHEN THE AFRI CAN NATI ONAL CONGRESS WAS ESTABLI SHED
IN 1912 I'T PURSUED I TS NON- RACI AL POLICIES I N THE
FACE OF SOVE OF THE MOST BLATANTLY RACI ST PCLI ClI ES
OF THE GOVERNMENTS OF THI S COUNTRY. | T NEVER AT
ANY TI ME ALLOAED | TSELF TO ADOPT RACI AL POLI CI ES
AND TO CAMPAI GN AGAI NST THE WHI TES AS SUCH. | N ALL
THE YEARS OF | TS EXI STENCE | T HAS FOUGHT AGAI NST
RACI SM WHETHER SUCH | DEAS WERE PROMOTED AND SPREAD
BY WHI TES OR AFRI CANS. DURI NG THE 1950’ s THE ANC
TOGETHER W TH THE OTHER MEMBERS OF THE CONGRESS

6/ ALLI ANCE . ..
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ALLI ANCE SUCH AS THE SOUTH AFRI CAN | NDI AN CONGRESS,
COLOURED PECPM S CONGRESS, AND THE CONGRESS OF
DEMOCRATS CONVENED | N 1955 THE CONGRESS OF THE
PECPLE WHERE THE FREEDOM CHARTER WAS ADCPTED. | T
THEN WAS APPROVED AND ADCPTED BY THE AFRI CAN
NATI ONAL CONGRESS AT A SPECI AL CONFERENCE AS | TS
BASI C POLI CY DOCUMENT WHI CH STILL TO TH S DAY
QU DES ITS POLICIES. INITS PRE-AMBLE THE
FREEDOM CHARTER STATES I N UNM STAKABLE TERMS : -
"WE THE PECPLE OF SOUTH AFRI CA,

DECLARE FOR ALL OUR COUNTRY AND

THE WORLD TO KNOW THAT SOUTH

AFRI CA BELONGS TO ALL WHO LI VE

IN 1T, BLACK AND VWHI TE. AND THAT

NO GOVERNMENT CAN JUSTLY CLAIM

AUTHORI TY UNLESS I T IS BASED ON

THE WLL OF ALL THE PEOPLE;

7/ THAT OUR . ..
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THAT OUR PEOPLE HAVE BEEN

RCBBED OF THEI R Bl RTH RI GHT

TO LAND. LI BERTY AND PEACE

BY A FORM OF GOVERNMENT FOUNDED

ON I NJUSTI CE AND | NEQUALI TY;

THAT OUR COUNTRY W LL NEVER BE

PROSPEROUS OR FREE UNTI L ALL OUR

PEOPLE LI VE | N BROTHERHOOD. ENJOYI NG
EQUAL RI GHATS AND OPPCORTUNI TI ES; THAT

ONLY A DEMOCRATI C STATE, BASED ON THE
WLL OF ALL THE PEOPLE CAN SECURE TO

ALL THEIR BI RTH RI GHAT W THOUT DI STI NCTI ON
OF COLOUR; RACE. SEX OR BELI EF".

THE FREEDOM CHARTER THEN PROCEEDS TO STATE : -
"WE PLEDGE OVERSELVES TO STRI VE

TOGETHER, SPARI NG NEI THER STRENGTH

NOR COURAGE, UNTIL THE DEMOCRATI C

8/ CHANGES . . .
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CHANGES HERE SET OUT HAVE

BEEN WON".

I N KEEPI NG WTH THE PRI NCIPLES THUS ENUNCI ATED

I N THE FREEDOM CHARTER. THE AFRI CAN NATI ONAL
CONGRESS HAS THROUGH THE YEARS PURSUED POLI Cl ES,
I N WORD AND DEED, Al MED AT ACHI EVI NG THOSE
OBJECTI VES. | T VENT FURTHER AND 1SEEEEE | TS
MEMBERSHI P OPENV | N 1969 TO ALL THE PECPLE OF
SQUTH AFRI CA | RRESPECTI VE OF RACE OR COLOUR.

I T CALLED UPON ALL THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH AFRI CA
TO STRIVE TO SET UP. AS OPPOSED TO THE PQLI Cl ES
OF APARTHEI D. A UNI TED, NON-RACI AL, DEMOCRATI C
SQUTH AFRI CA.

FROM 1912 WHEN THE AFRI CAN NATI ONAL CONGRESS WAS
FORMED I T ALWAYS SOUGHT TO MEET W TH THE GOVERN-
MENT TO TALK ABOUT FI NDI NG A SCLUTI ON TO THE PROBLEMS
9/ THAT FACE ...
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DEMANDS OF THE ANC FOR THE CREATI ON OF &%

CLI MATEgQHI CH THE NEGOTI ATI ONS COULD TAKE

PLACE AND) ON THE OTHER/ THE ANC HAS SUSPENDED

THE ARVED STRUGGLE. I N THE LI GHT OF THESE

DEVELOPMENTS I T IS TO BE EXPECTED THAT ALL THE

PECPLE OF SOUTH AFRI CA ARE GO NG TO COVE QUT NOT

ONLY I N SUPPORT OF THE AGREEMENT REACHED BETWEEN

THE GOVERNMENT AND THE ANC BUT ARE GO NG TO 60

ALL QUT TO GET THE PEOPLE I N THOSE AREAS VWHERE

THEI R | NFLUENCE CAN BE FELT TO PERSUADE THEM TO

SEE THESE EFFORTS AS THE ONLY WAY TO ENSURE A

. FUTURE FOR THE PECPLE OF THI S COUNTRY.

ALTHOUGH SOVE OF THE PROBLEMS THAT CONFRONT us ngngngya
HERE | N THE EASTERN CAPE AS COVWMUNI Tl ES PERHAPS, QX( JQVHZY%WL A
WE ARE PLACED IN A PCSI TI ON TO ADDRESS SOVE OF

THESE QUESTIONS I N so FAR AS THEY AFFECT THE

AREA I N WHI CH WE OPERATE I N THI S CONNECTI ON.
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I THI NK THE BUSI NESS COVMUNI TY HAS A SPECI AL RCLE
TO PLAY. WH LE AGREEMENTS HAD BEEN REACHED BETWEEN
THE TWO MAJOR PQOLI TI CAL FORCES | N THE COUNTRY ON
BU LDI NG A UNI TED, NON- RACI ALl DEMOCRATI C SOUTH
AFRI CA THERE ARE STRONG ELEMENTS WHO DO NOT SHARE
THI'S VIEW FOR | NSTANCE THE RI GHT - W NG PARTI ES
SUCH AS THE CONSERVATI VE PARTY. THE BCERESTAAT
PARTY AND THE AWB HOLD VI EWs THAT ARE DI AMVETRI -
CALLY OPPCSED TO THE | DEA OF ONE SCUTH AFRI CA

IN WHI CH ALL I TS PECPLES HAVE EQUAL RI GHTS AND
OPPORTUNI TI ES. THERE ARE SI ZEABLE POCKETS OF
PEOPLE HERE I N THE PORT ELI ZABET AND U TENHAGE
AREA WHO SHARE THAT VI EW THE WORK FORCE ON

THE FACTORY FLOOR CONSI STS OF PECPLE WHO HOLD
THESE DI FFERENT | RRECONCI LI ABLE VI EW5. THE

FACT THAT THESE DI FFERENCES OCCUR AS THEY DO

IN THI S AREA ALONG COLOUR LI NE EXACERBATES THE

S| TUATI ON.

14/
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N MY VI EW BUSI NESS AND ESPECI ALLY THOSE WHO
ARE | N MANAGERI AL PCSI TI ON ARE MOST EM NENTLY
SU TED TO PROMOTE AMONGST THE WORKERS A TOLERANT
RELATIONSHI P. I T IS My VI EW THAT AFTER THE
BARGAI NI NG FOR WAGE AND WORKI NG CONDI TI ONS HAVE
BEEN COMPLETED | T WOULD BE HELPFUL FOR THE
MANAGEMENT AND COSATU TO ENTER | NTO A DI SCUSSI ON
ON HOW BEST TO BRI NG ABOUT SUCH A RELATI ONSHI P.
SECONDLY, THE RATE OF UNEMPLOYMENT I N THI S AREA
I S VERY HI GH ESPECI ALLY AMONGST THE AFRI CANS.
ONE SEES ON A WORKDAY SUCH LARGE NUMBERS OF ABLE
BODI ED YOUNG PECPLE AS TO d VE THE | MPRESSI ON
THAT | T VERE A PUBLI C HOLI DAY. THE EXPLANATI ON
.9, (.a

he L49 '3

THAT ONE HEARS FROM SOVE OF THE BUSI NESSKI S THAT
BUSI NESSMEN ARE HESI TANT TO I NVEST I N TH S AREA
BECAUSE OF THE H CGH LEVEL OF PCLI TLgATI ON OF THE
AFRI CAN WORK FORCE.

15/



PACGE FI FTEEN

I T SEEM5 TO ME AN OVER SI MPLI FI CATI ON. PUTTI NG
ASI DE THE FACT THAT LARGE SECTI ONS OF WORKERS
HAVE NOT BEEN TRAI NED TO DO SKI LLED WORK AND
ARE THEREFORE NOT SUI TABLE FOR EMPLOYMENT | N
AN | NCREASI NGLY CAPI TAL | NTENSI VE ECONOWY, THE
MAIN REASON IN MY VIEW IS TO BE TRACEABLE TO
GOVERNMENT | DEOLCG CAL PCLI CI ES WHI CH ENCOURAGED
THE LOCATI ON OF | NDUSTRY I N THE BORDER AREAS.
VE WOULD LI KE TO SUGGEST THAT THE BUSI NESS
COMVUNI TY WOULD BE THE BEST SUI TED TO | NDUCE

| N\VESTORS TO TAKE AN | NTEREST I N TH S AREA

THI RDLY, ONE OF THE MOST PROBLEMATI C AREAS | S
EDUCATI ON. WHILE THIS I S A NATI ONAL PROBLEM

OF | MMENSE DI MENSI ONS WH CH WOULD REQUI RE
DETERM NATI ON AND COURAGE ON THE PART OF THE
GOVERNMENT, WEJBUSI NESSVEN AND THE COVMUNI TY -
16/
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MESSAGE FOR WATER. THE REPLY FROM THE LAND

WAS :

"CAST THE BUCKET WHERE YQU

ARE" .

FOURTHLY. ONE OF THE MOST SERI QUS PROBLEMS

THAT FACES US IN THE PORT ELI ZABETH - Ul TENHAGE
AREA | S THE SHORTAGE OF HOUSI NG ACCORDI NG TO
STUDIES OF THI' S PROBLEM SOVE 7 M LLI ON PECPLE

IN SOUTH AFRICA LIVE IN SHACKS. AS IT IS,

ALMOST EVERY OPEN SPACE | N AREAS SUCH AS KWAZAKHELE.
ZWDE IS QU CKLY BEI NG FI LLED W TH SHACKS. BUT FOR
THE FACT THAT IT IS A REALITY IT I S HARDLY CONCEI -
VABLE HOW PECPLE COULD LIVE I N THE CONDI TI ONS AT
SONETO - BY - THE SEA, TO SAY NOTH NG OF HOW SCHOOL
CHI LDREN LI VI NG I N THOSE CONDI TI ONS COULD BENEFI T
BY EDUCATI ON.

19/
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THIS IS ONE OF THE HEAVI EST PRI CES. THAT THE
PEOPLE OF SOUTH AFRI CA AND THE AFRI CANS | N

PARTI CULAR HAVE HAD TO PAY FOR THE FANTAgl ES

OF MEN WHO ARE REGARDED AS GREAT BY CERTAI N

SECTI ONS OF THE WHI TES I N THE COUNTRY. AFTER

THE APARTHEI D POLI CI ES WERE ADOPTED BY THE
GOVERNMENT NO FURTHER HOUSES WERE BUI LT FOR

AFRI CAN OCCUPATI ON BECAUSE GOVERNMENT PCLI CY

WAS THAT AFRI CANS WERE " TEMPORARY SQJOURNERS"

I N THE URBAN AREAS VWHI CH I N TERMS OF APARTHEI D
POLI Cl ES WERE "WHI TE AREAS'. BY THE TI ME HOAEVER
THAT THOSE APARTHEI D POLI CI ES BECAME | MPRACTI CABLE
AND THE | NFLUX CONTRCOL REGULATI ONS WERE W THDRAWN,
THE PROBLEM OF HOUSI NG HAD GROMN | NTO SUCH PROPO-
RTI ONS THAT THE GOVERNMENT HAS NO LONGER ABLE TO
COPE. WHAT THEN CCOULD THE COVMUNI TY AND BUSI NESS
IN THI'S AREA DO TO SCOLVE TH S PROBLEM ?

20/
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THAT BUSI NESS SHOULD CONSI DER SERI QUSLY WHAT
ROLE I T CAN PLAY I N RESCLVI NG THESE PROBLENMS.
---0000000- - -



