
API1T82_1_lo_5 

 



  

  

Kohl does not, at first 
glance, seem to the qualities possess 
of leadership and statesmanship the — The hidden - 

appeal bé%tfle 
world has.¢ome to associate with his 
predecessor as West German Chan- 
cellor, Helmut Schmidt. ; 

He waited nine years as leader of 
the ition to take over from Mr 

_ Schmidt. He does so now by default 
rather than triumphant election. 

Little known outside Germany, his 
image is one of quiet dependability. 
He is overshadowed on the West Ger- 
man political scene by two giants — - 
Mr Schmidt, still the most ular 

litician in the country, a anz 
osef Strauss, the fiery leader of the 

Bavarian sister party of Mr Kohl’s 
Christian Democrats. 

But Mr Kohl has shaken off almost 
constant attacks from these two 
men, one a political opponent, the 
other what should be an ally. He . 
emerges as a middle-of-the-road 
politician appealing to the middle- 
of-the-road voter. ’ 7 

“This is a difficult time for the 
countr{‘.lWe must do our duty,” said 
Mr Kohl as he anno! his deci- 
sion to oust Mr Schmidt with a par-- 
liamentary no-confidence vote. 

Statements like these show where 
Mr Kohl’s appeal lies. His ideals are 
unsophisticated — love of country 
God, family, duty — and his support- 
-ers are those who ah?re them. 

‘Black Giant’ 
Once known as the “Black Giant” 

for his bulk — he towers above most 
of his colleagues at 1,92m, black hair 
and the black colour associated with 
his — Mr Kohl], 52, is now seen 
in less dramatic terms. 

‘When he took over his party’s lead- 
- ership in 1973, even some within it 
spoke of an interim leadership. His 
lack of charisma and political flair 
was a disadvantage against the 
barbed rhetoric of Mr Schmidt, rid- 
ing a wave of popularity. The signs 
were that the y meant to replace 
Mr Kohl as soon as it could come up 

‘with someone better. 

Indeed, Mr Strauss ousted him 
from running for chancellor in the 
1980 elections. But the Bavarian 
polled only 44,5% of the vote, com- 
?ared to the 48,6% Mr Kohl gained 
our years earlier. 

— 

A successful provincial politician - 
— Mr Kohl was prime minister of his 
home state of 
from 1969 to 1973 — the jump to 
national level was a difficult one. 
For many years Mr Kohl was unable 
to shake off his provincial reputa- 

on‘ T 

“I feel I have been underestimat- 
ed,” he said in election year 1976. 
“The government’s attempts to dis- 
miss me as a provincial type have 
boomeranged.” 

Helped by a change of image — he 
replaced horn-rimmed  spectacles 
and off-the-peg suits with steg)- 
rimmed glasses and tailored clothes 
— he has come to stand for the solid 
qualities voters can resf)ect 

He appeals to the otic pride of 
Germans and, like John F Kennedy, 
believes pea;])le should ask what they 
can do for country rather than 

  

hineland Palatinate 

Helmut Kohl — new image, 
new job. 

what their country can do for them. 
“It’s time we stopped deriding the 

virtues that have made Germany 
great,” Mr Kohl says. His emphasis 
on the value of work and perse- 
verance have increased his su 
at a time when many see the 1 
Democrats’ welfare state as a drain 
on a faltering economy. 

Mr Kohl's fiugmatism, good hu- 
mour and solid virtues make him 
seem a man to be trusted. 

“In six months time the Germans 
will be idolising Kohl as they idolise 
Schmidt now,” said one observer in 
Bonn. — UPL   
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" CAPE TOWN — The 
| Evangelical Luth- 
eran Church in 
"Southern Africa has 

' told the Government 
‘that apartheid cannot 
be binding on Christ- 
ians. 
The synod of its Cape- 

/Orange diocese = said: 
“The empty dream of se- 
parating people is the 
most un-Christian prac- 
tice man has done unto 
man.” 

At the synod, the 
church rejected “with 
contempt” the migrant 
labour system and the 
Coloured labour pre- 
ferential system in the 
Western Cape. It also 
joined other churches in 
rejecting . the Orderly 
Movement “and Settle- 
én‘?:t of Black Persons 

i 
: _synod said it ab- 
“ho e Government’s 
' mig labour system 
because it destroyed the 

Luth 
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unity of family life. 
Christianity demanded 
that family life be safe- 
guarded. 

“The separation of 
husband and wife cannot 
be forced upon them by 
law. No one should put 
asunder whom God has 
united.” 

The system exploited 
Blacks, who had no vot- 
ing rights in the land of 
their birth and therefore 
no part in making its 
laws. The “homelands” 
policy aggravated this 

  

situation. 
“It causes people to be 

treated as second-rate 
citizens in the country of 
their birth, and thus the 
Balkanisation of South 
Africainto pseudo-states 
at the expense of the 
voteless cannot go un- 
challenged.” 

The synod rejected the 
Prime Minister, Mr P.W. 
Botha’s  constitutional 
proposals as being in 
conflict with Christianity 
and appealed to Christ- 
ians not to serve on Gov- 
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reject 
ernment-created bodies 
based on the apartheid 
system. » 
“Synod further calls 

for the rejection of eth- 
nic labels which serve 
only to divide people 
who are all, in terms of 
the Scripture, created in 
the image of God. 
“The synod wishes to 

endorse the demand of 
the people for demo- 
cratic representation in 

“the civic and political 
institutions of this coun- 
try. : e 
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“The basic reason for 
opposition to the Presi- 
dent’s Council is the fact 
that the vast majority of 
South Africans have no 
democratic rights and, 
therefore, no say in the 
establishment of the pro- 
posed constitutional dis- 
pensation. 

“These plans continue 
to deny citizenship 
rights to all who are not 
classified as ‘White’, 
especially seen in the 
light of the fact that the 
laws most resented by 
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the unfranchised people 
— such as Group Areas 
Act, Urban Areas Act 
and Population Registra- 
tion Act — are all going 
to be retained by the 
Government. 

“Above ail. education 
-~ will still be compartmen- 

talised in terms of ‘race 
groups’, which means the 
present problems of the 
unfranchised . will' re- 
main as long as a policy 
of separatism exists.” — 
Sapa. 
 


