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. CAPE TOWN — The

| Evangelical Luth-
eran Church in
‘Southern Africa has

‘ told the Government
that apartheid cannot
be binding on Christ-
ians. :

The synod of its Cape-
/Orange diocese = said:
“The empty dream of se-
parating people is the
most un-Christian prac-
tice man has done unto

man.”
At the synod, the
- church rejected “with

contempt” the migrant
labour system and the
Coloured labour pre-
ferential system in the
Western Cape. It also
joined other churches in
rejecting . the Orderly
Movement “and Settle-
ment of Black Persons
Bill,

‘synod said it ab-,
.~ ho e Government’s
' mig labour system

because it destroyed the
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unity of family life.
Christianity demanded
that family life be safe-
guarded.

“The separation of
husband and wife cannot
be forced upon them by
law. No one should put
asunder whom God has
united.”

The system exploited
Blacks, who had no vot-
ing rights in the land of
their birth and therefore
no part in making its
laws. The “homelands”
policy aggravated this

situation.

“It causes people to be
treated as second-rate
citizens in the country of
their birth, and thus the
Balkanisation of South
Africainto pseudo-states
at the expense of the
voteless cannot go un-
challenged.”

The synod rejected the
Prime Minister, Mr P.W.
Botha’s  constitutional
proposals as being in
conflict with Christianity
and appealed to Christ-
ians not to serve on Gov-

ernment-created bodies
based on the apartheid
system.

“Synod further calls
for the rejection of eth-
nic labels which serve
only to divide people
who are all, in terms of
the Scripture, created in
the image of God.

“The synod wishes to
endorse the demand of
the people for demo-
cratic representation in

"the civic and political

institutions of this coun-
try. iy
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“The basic reason for

opposition to the Presi-
dent’s Council is the fact
that the vast majority of

South Africans have no

democratic rights and,
therefore, no say in the
establishment of the pro-
posed constitutional dis-
pensation.

“These plans continue
to deny citizenship
rights to all who are not
classified as ‘White’,
especially seen in the
light of the fact that the
laws most resented by

ynod
S apartheid

the unfranchised people
— such as Group Areas
Act, Urban Areas Act
and Population Registra-
tion Act — are all going
to be retained by the
Government.

“Above all, education

-+ will still be compartmen-

talised in terms of ‘race
groups’, which means the
present problems of the
unfranchised . will' re-
main as long as a policy
of separatism exists.” —
Sapa.




