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THE SECRET OF OKHELA.
(trzmslatod. from the Ha.ugse Post, a woekly ROWH Jmu.'ual in 'hho flothorlmds ) B
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gnd over the questiom of why the black resistance wishe 0
to do with Siimxy Okhela, ’
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It is wow more than thumx two and a half years simce the South African
poet Dreytemn Dreytenbach was sen anced in Pretoria to nine years imprisomnent
uader the Terrorism Act. Amongst other acousajions by the state he was said
%0 have beem the initiator of them underground resistance orgynisaticom Okhela
which has as its goal thex overthrow of the racist Vorster regime. Imn Juns 1977
Breytembaoh aguin appeared before the ° courts. Tflil time he was aocused ~for
propagating the aims of Okhela from withim the prisom with the aid of a warder
whe later appeared to be working for the seourity police. Breytembach was them
sentanced to a fine of fifty rand for smggling letters out md of the prisome The

Jugge found him not guilty om the charge of abtempting to escape.

Since then it hus beem quiet around Breytembache All that was knowa was that
in the beginning of this year he was broughf over to the maximm security prison
in Pollmmoor, near Cape Town, mpxrx a prisom where there are no politiaa.h. at‘tor
having sp.nt two years in aolitary paafinanante. |

)

3ince then it has also beem quiet & ound Gkhela, the organisatiom said to .
have been initiated by Dreyteabach, Xmdt Last year still Okhela made some exposures
and came into the publicity concernimg the issue of o0il mmuggling to the illegal
regime of 1an Smith in Rhodesia, But further all appeared quiet, except 'i:ha‘h &
smakl group of English spsaking whites split off from (khela under the name of
SALSCOM ( South African Liberatiom Support Committee)

But Qkhela is still very much active and is beginning to préfile {tsel?
a8 & resistance erganisation of Afrikaans speaking whites which is resisting mot

only the exploitatiom of westerm corporations = supported by the sileat
collabodatioch of the westerm govermments - but also against Russien expansiem in
that part of the world. In the words of (Okhelai against the white vulture culture

as webl as against the red, againwt Westerm Imperialism as well as againdt Russian

Imperialism,
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resistance, As the Swiss profauor Morand, who was am observer at the first

e

trial for the Internaitomal mm:l.wim of Jurists stated: " the collaboratiom

batwoen progressive thin.kmg wiltes and the black communityv appears to have beem
serigusly discredited,.”

Jomething else isxclear by reading the quoted (khela doowmmst . That is that
the mambers of the group have not allowed themselves to be dterred to make thedr

Own specifioc contribution to the liberation mixgwikx stxruggle based om their own
cultural heri tage,

A short whido age I had a few disoussions with (khela members, I+t Was elear Lt
that their bitterness against what they see to be the negative attitude of the

ANC has inoreased. Nevertheless they still see the ANC as the loading force
of the liberation movement and support its prograame wnoondi tionally and the AC »
Freedom Charter, They are of the opiniom that the ANC devotes too dttle attemtiom
to the natiomal queatiom and as such tows the line too closely of the South Africas

Communist Pa ty which 48 very Moscow oriented and wants to have nothing to do
with independant white resistance groups.

_ These Ochela members are afraid that with the help ef foredgn intervention

| ¢ Proletarian Internayional®) there will be ipposed soltions om the liberatiom
movemcnts, Therefore they have decided to continmue to work om their omm, developing
contaots wad the undeground cell arganisation in South Africa. They concentrate om
propaganda uvnderground which emphasides the oultural identity of the Afrikamer. B
Because, they say, the Afrikaner has been alienated from his own amti-imperialsit
history. In their owmn wordss " We see a resolution withia the revolntionary movement
develop whioch in one way or another deals with the white question. Tyere are
cultural dimensions amongst whites indigenous to Africae The lahguage in
particular, Afrikaans is not only spoken by the-white but ,lso by mjo.l:ity of
ooloureds, It is the language of the street, a peoples langusge «.."

Qi 1t is also the langus
Streets?

@ which brought the black youth of Soweto cut om the

Ay Exaotly, And herein lies & major ocontradigtions Om the cne hand
Afrikasns s & puople's language, formed und doeveloped in ltruzzlo ‘against
British Imperialism, But on the other hund the language of the state whieh -
fullfills a repreasive funotion, What we are saying is that the mim language is of
the people aund belongs to the anti-buperialddt tradition amongst the Afrikaners.
We are working bowards a realisatiom that the state has stolen our language and
Lhat it hus becomwe firmly integra.ed in the ideolgical state aparatus. The atate
1s repressive und aliem and defence of our ocultural heritage must merge with them

national liberation struggle against the state. We make olearcthat the state is
alien tmxxXX to the peopla."™
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5 Qt Okhelu sces the South Afriujx state ap an Afrikaner mask o« &J
Bri tish Imporialsim? ~ . ;’ x

At Yes. When the Boer Republics wo'xlo smashed by British Imporigg.n. it

was mode than simply a miltiary vietory « One dimensien of the desixustiom was

the language which the Britimh tried to suppress, and snother was the assiiax

sooial struoture, the life om the veld and' the fanatical xyxks spirit of W:
indepemdance with the boor peasamtrye. With the Soer reppblics there was mo "’ﬁ

question of pass laws. For this sort of thing the Boer Repubdies sinply lacked
the administration. Passlaws, migraat labour, these sorts of things belong falr

and square with British Imperialsim: the Cape Colony, Natal, the minas, the pauh;'s,,
to mentiom but a fewe The Mmxt Boer Republios was basel en little more than
get back stolen cattle and discuss with Paul Kruger im the morming with coffee
on his stoep. In essemce the republios were anarochist and very mush the
mani festation of the oultural traditiom of the white africa, "

Qs But the Rpublics mo langer existesee

41 "No. T'ey have been destroyed. With the intersentiom of Smite the mmmxx¥
social strusture of hhe Republics was brokem up. Smuts collabodated with the Brl.til.h l

Imperialsits to build up the neo-golonial 1&.3 :ry really nothing more tham & elassic
solution to a colamiaul situvatimm.

"But the established settler colonial proletariat, white and imocluding the
Boers, als: had to play te role in the colom al relatioms. m; was a problem
initially for the new stute, DBecause in the fina 1l analysis this was mExx
what it was all abouts to keep these buggers in the mines and break up thedr
bloody repbblioss C n you imugine South Afrisain the 20's and the 30's
during the depressim? The impoverished white woriers became the seedbed
for Vorster -fascsim who im 1848 succeeded in forming a govermeat within the
apartheid-colonial state of British Imperialssm. ¥ Nothing changed, Apartheid ,,.4
was not introducedj merely, certain aspects of the apartheid-eclcuial state ;

of British Imperialism were intensified. "
''Qs With the goab of #trengthening the positiom of themselves? ;

swimeds As " indeeds But the apartheid-colonial state was aliem o the
Afrikaner people. What happened is that the state got am afrikaner face, but the

model wnd the intersts were from Westmingtexr.”
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In the meantime the apartheid system has been devedoped still further. ¥
It is now precisely the Afrikaners wha are seem by the blacks to be the greatest -
enemy. Also those Okhela members with whtm I spoke are fully aware of thise But
they now want to work om the contrsdicticn inheremt im the faot that the a.rnkm
have bom alienated from their cultural heriatage at the expemse of their
national and their olaas irbcrutl/- Breyten Breytembach, who is very popular
anongst the younger generation becomes a focul in t/is rnl.‘-.uticl. This is all 1
more importunt as there is an ideological orisis within M’rikuardm. acoomdiing
to Okholue Liberal Afrikaners ("verligtes") ineluding Vorster, are siriviag
towards an accommodation of the aparthelid system whereby it will be nor. in line
with modern liberal capitelism, Because of thhs there is a strong counter tremd
of apartheid-faescism which manifeating itself ever more openly. Ty e most '
clear manifestatiom was in November last year mimx prior 3¢ the elections “-'5-
for an all white parliament., A fasocist group calling itself the Afrikaner .,
Repbublican Unian murdered Sumit, a liberal oandidate of the Vorster Party.
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Mirdar,

Snit, aoocording to my informants, was a "leading exponent of the directiom
in whioh the national party of Vorster wishes to go": an accemmodation of the
apartheid system thoruogh the rapid developmemt of a black middle olass whigh
will be prepared to collaborate in muintaining the status quo.dy abolosing the
overt race structures of the state, and liberalising the gr:nd schams of
forming the bantustans, or mini states. "Smit was a leadinag bureaucrat of the
IMPe Now, we all know lmow what the IMF is. The IMF is ome faceé of modem
imperialism whioch regulates the world. It is a manifestatiom of intermaticnalisat
of oapitule And then such a Smit appears in S8outh Afrioa under the banner of iz
the nationgl party in South Afrvicaes If you want one example of a future Soyth
Africun Prime nister of the Vorster mould, then it is this S3mit., And inside
the Afrikaner ounp it 11- very olear what is goitg ones an accommodatiom _
of the apartheid model within the genral western vulture culture. Asd therefore
Smit was mirdered by the fascista” & Ly

-

Apurtheid-fasogism, acocording to (khela, is no isolated South African ‘”;-%—
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phenomenon, South African fascists collaborate closely with those in Europe andk #
elsewhere. This was onoe more olear with the murder of Curiel, the imitiator of *l

Egyptian Commmnist Party on thex4th of May this year in Paris. Curial was ia
close touch with (khela «s an advisar and assisted the organisatiom in many

ways inoluding the provision of fxmimm false passports  Swxskm Curiel has been .
living in Puris for the last twemty years amd had extemsive comtasts with Hberatigf_g___m
movements in muny parts of the third world. He was murdered by a faseist group R
called "Delta", wn offspring of the Qrganisatiom de )1'Armee Secrete (OAS).
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A ldttle while ago I got to see a manuscript at presemt olvculating
within Okhela and whioh gives a good insight into the ideas within the movements

" Of strategic impostrance 4z the implicatiom of the natiomal fremt, This has
to do with the national questicm and the building a bread alliance which must be
tested and moulded in struggle. It is a partiauharli agute question given the
way in which imperialism laid down the dorders of &k its colonies and for the
African national liberatiom struggle presenis A major probleme The way in whigh
lmperialsim fixed the borders had nmothing to do with the matiomal question,

 but everything to do with the imteregts of the tophats of immerialmin emgulfed in
olgar mmoke far mxy awaye But what do we see"Proletarian Interanyiomalism® do
today? See what is happening in aAngola, or, worse still, what is happening in
Bthiopia, Who are now snoking the cigars and where? Where are the politicians -
who decide io defend the imperial borders of nigter Hailde Selassie? At the expmse
of the national question, by putting in the "Proletarian Internaticmal® troopl to

orush two natiommal liberatioy movements, im the Ogadan and in Exritrma,

" And with the South Afrioan natiomal liberatiom sLruggle we find
"Proletarian ITnternationalism™ at preaent playing the same miltiray games. The
natiomal question is taboo. It was solved in Morogoro im 1969 whem it was decided
that the ANC would become fully integrated, not om the basis of alliances whigh
form themselves in struggle, but by shoer powaer politios, The AVC thus allows
partioipatiom of white revolu'biutw.rioa as indivkdulas, not as as groups. iad again
the result is the working of the "Proletarian I tematiomal " formula,

"The foramtiom of the National Fromt is not only the bui lding of
military force aguinst the enemy, It is also the unmal.k:uc of its 1deology. The
faot that a very dangeptous form of apartheid-falwm 1s coming to the surface ip a
sign of ideologioal orisis withim the laa.gor It is ca We _lknesa of the natiomal
front politiocs of the liberatiom movememt that the falcintu get the room to grow,

’ " The (Qkhela manifesto states that we are rrofoundly internatiomaiist, We see
our internationsl task as aafegu.mrding of what we are ultimakély defending,
i1.e the mt.ianal and the olass deimensuans of ocur Afriksnerness within the

rovolmicnary movement,"”

Out of this text it cmoe more becoumes clear what was already ob\f;lm
with the firat Dreytembach trials the white resistance movement ia South Afrioca

is isolateds Not only from the white massesx ( this is in any case obviousf, but also
progreasively from the wultiracial liberatiom movement the ANC. The process of
isolatiom already started befroe the Breytenbach trials, but was scoelerated by these

In part this was no small prpagande achievanent for Vorsters Natiom_ 1l Party aad for
his security polive.
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. One recalls the f rat Breytembach trial whem om the first day of his trial
he admitted guilt, and a few days later repented "for the stupid things® he had
done., And than he also apologised fo the a poem directed agsinst the Prime

Minister Balthasar Vorster emtiiled Message out of the Alien to Baltahasar, Im this
poen there is the Iollowing passage:

" And you, butcher, made responsible for the security of the state/ what do
you think about whem the night begins to bear her skeletoms/ and when the first babbl:
ory is pressed from the prisamer/ itkmxmitxkixthxiigkkiux otGeeess "

Breytenbavhs guilty plead andRapology ocame after an interrogatiom of threem
months during which he was held in solitary oconfimmmemt, With this he achieved that
the charges against five others were withdr,mm « they then appsared as state
witnesses - , and that the oharges against him ware lightemed. Breytembach's
friends have poi.ted out that he did this to proteet others and to prevent the
onslaught of the sesutiry police from being evem more devastaing that was the e
case, Dut in the ANC there was soepticism. "You see, that is what we can expeot from
our white frienda” was the rea iom of many blacks,

Even though Breytenbach kept defending and supporting the ANC at both hig
triala, the same AIC let him drop without a commemt, Never has there been any
public stutement for mrxsmximimif Breytenbamh, and from the very beginning
it disocoiated from Okhela, In the Okhela Manifesto, writtem by Breytembach
( which was used as the wain item ix of evidenc against Breytembach at his trial)
it is stated that Okhela was imitiated at the request of the ANC. But this has beam '

omtantly denied by thex AiC,. ; i %
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Buckets full of Dirt,.

|

It will take years before it is finally olear what went om behind the
scenss behind the Breytenbach trials. Xm The second trial has raises questioms.
Breytembach came off relatively lightly after the the warder who waa lu_ppoud;to
incriminate himself had made a spectaole of hiuself and was rejected as a vallid miix
witness., Thei mpression is that the trial was a set up by the security police
to call a halt to the growing popularity of Brytembaoh amongst young Afrikaners,
After the Afrikaner had heaped buokets full of dirt over Breytembach they tumed
180 degr.es after the first trikle At his second trial it was made clear that

Breytembach still adhered to the Qkhela ideology apd everything had to be dome to

deioredit hime. 1t scems as if this ploy by the security police became oo

much for the courts to swallow and also for liberal afrikamers who are siriving
for a liberalisatiom of xhm apartheid. Ureyten therefore came off relatively

1ightly und shortly there after hes was taken out of his solitary confinement.




ganeral orisis im the post-colonial capitalist world,
movement in Fl_anoo, for exagnmple, always is

/
"The South African situation is gadng to explode, Er} it is mich more than *ﬁ
simply how this explosion is going to be regulted in Sout hord
is to have a M1l impact in its internatiomal ramifioaticnl.al Just think,
what 18 going to huppen when soam large numbers of
Africa kmzxugm becemes large scale? This
the stru.gle aguinst
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comBletalx isoluted from the AlCe

At "Yes, but we will continue., We don't need Vorut_gr's pmiuiﬁ. we don 't ‘
need the AiC's permission, we need noboly's permission, T,is 15 what Curial taught
us, he used to say: you don't need anybody's permission to fight inperialsin,

"Anomgst the young Afrikaners there is an increasing interest for our
oma language and our culture. Ultinately, who are we? There is a real :ldmtity
orisis. And, for the state, thie was the problem arocund Breytembach, and that is
they have done everjrthina‘ possible to discredit and to isolate hinm, "

5 R

Seseesce s e ceen Haags0he Post24th June 1978,




