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P.ole BOTHA GUITS HIS PARTY IN DIBGUST OVER APARTHELD TALKE

ADHANNESBURGS MAY &s REUTER ~ FORMER PRESIDENT P.N. BOTHA
SAID ON SUNDAY HE HAD GUIT SOUTH AFRICA'S RULINEG MATIOMAL PARTY
(MP)' AS A PROTEST AGAINST THE APARTHELD REFORM PROGRAMME OF HLS
SUCCESSOR F.W. DE KLERK, -

POTHA TOLD THE AFRIKAANS-LANGUAGE RAPPORT NENBPAPERs WHICH
HAS CLOSE LINKS WITH THE NPs HE HAD DECIDED NOT TO REMEN HIS
MEMBERSHIP BECAUSE OF HIS DEEP DIFFEREMCES WITH THE PRESENT
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o PARTY LEADERBHLP UMDER DE KLERK: WHO QUBTED HMIM LABT YEAR.

ME BAID THE FIMAL STRAKN WAS THE INCLUSIOM OF SOUTH AFRICANM
COMMUNIST PARTY LEADER .IOE BLOVO IN THE AFRICAN. NATIONAL
COMGRESS (AMNC) DELEGATION WHICH HELD HISTORIC TALKS OM
POWER-SHARIMG LAST WEEK WITH DE KLERK.

BLOVO s FORMERLY THE ANC’S TOP MILITARY COMHMANDER: NASG
BRANDED PUBLIG ENEMY NUMBER ONE UNDER BOTHA'S PRESIDENCY.

DE 'KLERK SAID IM A STATEMENT BOTHA'S DECISION WAS PASED OM
WRONG INTERPRETATIONS.
| HE SAID IT WAS UNFORTUNATE HE WOULD ONCE ABAIM BE FORCED TO
REPUDIATE THE FORMER PRESIDENT.

+IT I8 A PAINFUL TASBK BECAUSE OF THE VALUABLE COMTRLBUTION
MR BOTHA HAS MADE TO THE NP AND TO SOUTH AFRICA:+ DE KLERK BALD.

A SENIOR NP SPOKESMAN SAID BOTHA'S RESLGNATION WAB TRAELC
BUT WAS OF NO CONSERUEMCE PECAUSE OF HIS MEDICAL COMDLTIOM. -

POTHA» 74y WAS FORCED TO RESIGN THE PRESIDENCY AFTER
SUFFERING A MILD STROKE, FROM WHICH HE HAS NOT FULLY RECOVERED.

. IRONICALLYy THE NP LAST WEEK PALD TRIBUTE TO POTHA'S PART IN
LAUNCHING THE REFORM INITIATIVE WHICH LED TO THE SUCCEBEFUL
TALKS BETWEEN THE AMC AND THE GOVERNMENT,

.~ BOTHA LAUNCHED THE NP ON THE ROAD TO CONCILIATIONM NITH THE
BLACK MAJORLITY RY HOLDIME TALKS WITH THE MOVEMENT'S DEPUTY
PRESIDENT NELBOM MANDELA WHILE THE ANC &a>urv PREBIDENT HAS
STILL IN JALL.

DE KLERK AMD THE ANC DELEGATIONs LED BY HAMDELAs SALD IN A
JOINT STATEMENT ON FRIDAY THEY WERE SATISFIED WITH A PRELIMINARY
ROUND . OF TALKS IN CAPE TOWN ON REMOVING OBRSBTACLES TO FULL
EGOTIATIONS BETWEEM WHITES AND THE BLAGK MAJORITY.

THE EXTREME RLGHT-WIME CONSERVATIVE PARTY (CP)Y BALD BROTHA

riAD QUILIT BECAUGE HE HAD CORRECTLY JUDGED DE KLERK TO BE BOFT OM
COMMUNIGM.

CP LEADER ANDRIES TREURNICHT SAID 'SLOVO ANMD MAMDELA AND
OTHER MEMBERS OF THE ANC DELEEATION WERE ALL GUILTY DF TREASOM -
PECAUSE OF THEIR BUPPORT OF A LON-LEVEL GUERRILLA WAR ABALNST
THE WHITE MINORITY GOVERNMENT.

_+#MR BOTHA COULD NOT STOMACH LT ANY LONGER AND THAT LS WHY HE
HAS GIVEN UP HIS MEMPERSHIP. IT IS A VERY SERIOUS BLON FOR THE
NP AND MR DE KLERK AND REFLECTS ON MIS LEADERSHLP,+ TREURNICHT
TOLD THE SUNDAY STAR NEWSPAPER.
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