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A. PREAMBLE

The African National Congress Youth League is an organisation of
the youth committed te the ideals of democracy. It is governed
by and adheres to the policies and programmes of the
ANC. Its existence derives from the constitution of the ANC.

} The Youth League was constitutionally established by the ANC in
‘ 1944 end it played a very important role in the shaping of the
; policies of the movement. It: relaunch after years of illegality
‘ is an important achievement for the youth of our country and the
1 entire democratic movement lead by the ANC.

\ The Youth League as a mass youth formatien of the ANC is
committed to the struggle for the establishment of a united, non-
racial, nen-sexist and democratic South Africa. It shall telly

‘ all the youth or our country to pley‘hxractive part in the
1 struggles of the community and the detence q; democracy. It shall
‘ endeavour to unite the youth at country to take their rightful
‘ place in the affairs of our country.

* The Freedom Charter remains the guiding programme at the Youth
Leeguo.

3. NAME.

1. The name of the organisation shell be the African National
Gangress Youth League; herein referred to es ANCYL.



 

2. The National colours of the ANCYL shall be those of the ANC,
which are Black, Green and Gold.

 

3. The organisational central and programmes of the ANCYL shall
3. The emblem of the league shell be a circle bcrdered by a thin rest é“ th' AN¢¥L membership and structures in accordanceblack colour, inside which shall be a green lining thicker With its Constitution.

then the black one on which shall be written the name of the . .organisation in black and in the centre the gold colour on 4' The ANC Y°Uth League 3h°ll °l°sely 1131’“ "1th the ANC at allwhich shall be three halt arms holding in a series a spear, levels.
a hammer and e book, symbolising the unity of the fighting

‘ h .”“h' ""1“”; W“ and t“ Studying y°uth E. RELATIONSHIP WITH OTHER YOUTH ORGANISATIONS
AIMS AND OBJE v: 1. The ANC Youth League shell strive to maintain fraternalCT: 5 relations with other democratic and anti-apartheid formationsThe ANCYL shell of the Youth Of our country,
1. strive to tall the outh of our countr to su ort and unite .behind the ANC Yguth geague and activelg partfgipate in the (, 2. Shell strive towards the creation of a national youth front,

(_ struggle for national libegation, end the creation of a non- \ and
' retial democratic SOUth Afrlc" 3. The ANC Youth League shall strive to eetablish and develop

2. support and reinferce the African National congress in the fraterna% reletions "iFh regional, °°nt19'nt‘l andstruggle for national liberation. international democratic youth organisations.

4 3. champion the general interests and rights of the South ‘ F' MEMBERSHIP
: A! h he c' - ' an '‘ cofififiig yout in t 3° 1° economic d political life or the 1. Shall be open to all South African youth between the age: or

14 and 35 who accept the policy guidelines, aims and4. promote unity and patriotiSm among the youth. objectives of the ANC Youth League referred to above.

» ' . 2. Applications for membership shall be received and considered5' strive to bUild a national Pioneer movement by the ANC Youth League branch, where such exists. The Branch
. Committee has a power to accept or reject an application. In

gblisfttinie‘h: :gdth‘eoiguggr the education“, moral and cultural the event or a rejection, the applicant shall be made aware
' of his\her right to appeal to a senior structure.

Zho§;°§§:eyofiietfier equality in all spheres Of life especially ( 3. All members shall be issued with a membership card on payment
» of a registration fee.

8. ate a on uth he it o inte net‘o 1 'dpeeggoind frELngsgf; wig; oggfifhnatfiin,_ r i na 5°11 erity, 4. Membership of the ANC Youth League she}; be expected to pay
* * monthly due: as determined by congress cr NEC,

\ 1.D. TATUS AND RELAT: N N THE RICAN NAT: N 5. All members shall on acceptance into the ranks of the ANCYLS O SHIP 1TH AF 0 AL CONGRESS solemnly geclere their readiness and willingness to serve the
1. The ANCYL shall be a voluntary association and mass organ of °39‘n135t1°“'

the ANC with organisational autonomy. It shell be based on
' - . 6. Dual or multiple membership by individuals shall be welcomed

. the broad political and llelcglcal perspectives °f the ANC’ previded the policies and programmes of those orqenisetigns, . belong or may wish to be ong, are not host 162. The ANCYL shall be a legal persona with perpetual SuccesSion t° "hLCh th‘ycapable of acquiring rights and obligations, entering into t° those °f the ANC Y°Uth League.legal transactions;

9 meme an 61; o-ooxvs : lZ:8L : Ls-a 4L: ' Ianevaw Hmox sums was 9 MW“ 932 61’ ~00AVS t we: 3 L6-9 -7H BHDVBW Him ONVMS ME L———————  
—_—l



 

 

G. RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS

RIGHTS

Every member of the ANC Youth League shall have the right to:

1. Take part in the formulation and discussion of the ANC Youth
League policy and be eleCted to any committee, commission or
delegation of the youth.

2. Submit proposals or statement: to the branch and to the region
on every matter that aftects the youth and society in general.

3. Engage in constructive criticism and selfi-criticisms.

4. Protection against any harassment, victimisation and\or
discrimination based on race, ethnicity, sex or creed.

5. Active participation in all ANC Youth League activities.

OBLIGATIONS.

All ANC Youth League members are obliged to;

1. Pledge their unswerving loyalty to the ANC Youth League and
place themselves under its overall discipline.

2. To carry out decisions, duties and directives with diligence.

3. Organise, participate and contribute positively to all ANC
Youth League activities and to contribute to the strengthening
of its organic unity.

4. To rally all youth to support and unite behind the ANC Youth
League and actively participate in the National Liberation
struggle for the creation of a united non-racial democratic
South Africa.

5. Protect the ANC Youth League and its property all times by
exercising maximum vigilance. "1':

6. Exercise discipline lnd exemplary behaGEour at all times and
maintain harmoniOus relations with all members of the ANC
Youth League and the community in general.

7. Combat all forms of tribaliam, regionalism, nepotism, and
other forms of discrimination bused on race and sex as well
as combating tectionalism and malicious gossip within our
ranks.

B. Initiate and participate in activities aimed at promcting
international solidarity, peace and Iocial justice.

ORGANIshrlONAL BTRUCTUR! OF THE YOUTH LEAGUI

Nationnl Conqzoll
National Executive Committee
Regionll Conqzelu
Roqlcnnl Executive Committee
Branch Congres-
Branch Executive Committee
Branch General Meeting\
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1. THE NATIONAL CONGRESS

* The National Congress shall he the highest decision making
body of the ANCYL.

* National Congress shall convene once every two years.

1-1 mm

1.1.1 Delegates shall be chosen directly by branches in
proportion to their membership.

1.1.2 The NEC may consider special representation for areas where
Youth League structures are not fully developed.

1.1.3 Members of the NEC and REC': shall attend ex-office as
participants in the Congress.

1.1.4 A quorum at National Congress shall be 2/3 of
delegates.

1-2W

1.2.1 The Congress shall determine procedures in accordance with
democratic principles.

1.2.2 Decisions at Congress are made on the basis of 51$ majcrity
in favour, with the exceptian of Constitutional Amendments.

1.2.3 Election of oftice bearer: shall be By secret ballot.

1.3 2331;; nng 29w::: 9: 3533933] CQDSEBEE

The National Congress shall:

1.3.1 Lay down policy plet£0rm, determine and decide programmes
and the Constitution of the ANC Youth League.

1.3.2 Receive and consider reports or the NBC, which shall be
presented by Chairperson, the Secretary General and the
Treasurer-General.
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1.3.3 Have the right to review, ratify, amend or rescind any
decision and\or recommendation taken by any of the
constituent structures and\or officials of the ANCYL.

1.3.4 Elect the Chairperson, the Secretary General, the
Treasurer and the remaining 12 members to the NBC.

1.3.5 Have the power to elect or appoint any Commission or
Committee and assign specific tasks and duties to such
commission, committee and or individuel\e as the case may
be.

4W
4.1 An Extra Ordinary Congress may be convened at any time to

address major policy issues.
1.4.2 The congress may be called by the NEC or at the instance

of 51% of the regions.

1.
l.

. A I N EX! I

The National Executive Committee shall hold office for 2 years.

2.1
The NEC shall be constituted as tollows:
Chairperson, Secretary General, Treesurer-General,members of
the Working Committee and ex officio members ,Regional
Chairperson and Regional Secretary, from all the regions.

2-2 We

2.2.1 The NEC shall meet on the day of its election and shell
allocate the remaining twelve members of the Working
Committee to portfolios.

2.2.2 The NEC shall meet at least once‘}n three months.
' e-r~

2.2.4 The NBC shall appoint the National Organising Secretariat.

2.2.5 The NEC shall appoint the National Finance Committee.

2.3 ml

The NBC shell:

2.3.1 Carry out the decisions and inatructions of the National
Congress,

2.3.2 Issue and send directive: to and receive reports from
regional committees.

 

 

 

2.3.3 Supervise and direct the work of the ANCYL.

2.3.4 Ensure that the regional and branch structures of the
ANCYL function democratically and effeccively.

2.3.5 Manage and central all the national property and funds of
the ANCYL.

2.4 Ihg Naggona; Working ggmmitteg

The ch shall comprise all members of the NEC eleCted at
congress. Members of the NEC present at Head Office at any
given time shall have the right to seat in meetings of the
NWC.

The Working Committee shall:

2.4.1 Carry out decisions and instructions of the NBC.

2.4.2 Shall ensure communicaticn between regions and the NBC.

2.4.3 Submit reports to each NEC meetings.

2.4.4 Shall coordinate and exeCute the day to day administrative
tasks of the ANC Youth League.

2.5 Th N ce en Pr i omm'tte

2.5.1 The NEC shall appoint a National Finance and Projects
committee consisting of office.

2.5.2 Shell be responsible for the financial and ptoject
planning.

2.5.3 Shall be responsible to coordinate the initiatives and
management of projects as well as the raising, recording,
allocation and spending of funds of the ANC Youth League
in accordance with the NEC guidelines.

2.5.5 The office of the treasurer shall report to the NEC on
all fiscal and related matters oz'thh ANC Youth League.

‘

2.6. D ies of f

2.6.1 The National Chairperson:

a. Shall be the chief executive or the ANC Youth League

b. Shell preside over meetings of the NEC

c. Shall liaise with the NBC of the ANC

d. Shall present a report on the state of the Youth League and
the political situation in general It National Congrels



 

nlgi

e. Shall be en ex-officio member cf the Secretariat

f. Shell supervise all work of the ANC Youth League in
conformity with the Constitution and rules of procedure
agreed upon by the NBC.

9. Shell report regularly to the ch and the NBC.

2.6.2 The Secretary General

a. Shall be the chief administrative office: of the ANC Youth
League

b. Shall be ex-officio member of the Working Committee

c. Shall be responsible for minutes cf the National Congress,
the NBC, the Secretariat and all other records of the ANC
Youth League

d. Shall prepare annual reports on the overall work of the ANC
Youth League

e. Shall liaise with other organisations and institutions
nationally and internationally

f. Shall be responsible for the overall functioning of the NEC
as well as convening meetings thereof

g. Shell report regularly to the NWC and the NBC.

2.6.3 The Treasurez-Generel

a. Shall be responsible for the finances of the League and
shall together with two appointed members of the NWC operate
a banking account on behalf of the ANC Youth League.

b. Shall Keep/cause te be kept books of accounts and other
records necessary to clearly reflect the financial position
of the ANC Youth League

c. Shall be responsible together with the National Finance and
Projects Committee for working out and executing plans for
fundraising, initiating, planning afit’Op-ordinatinq all
projects of the ANC Youth League. .‘

d. Shall be the chief guardian of all the property of the League

e. Shall report regularly to the NWC end the NEC.

2.6.4 Secretary to: Organisation

a. Shell set up, coordinates and strengthens ANC youth League
structures nationally,

b. Shell ensure that all regions of the ANC Youth League
implement the Programme of Action

c. Shell to—ordihnte and supervise the setting of relevant sub-
committees around issues such as health, environment and
other matters that affect youth

d. Shell report regularly to the ch end the NEC.

2.6.5 Secretary to: Political Education

a. Shell prepare political education progremfies, produce and
distribute resources

b. Shall organise political education workshops and seminars

c. shall ensure the functioning of and provide assistance to
the regional political education depaxtmenta.

d. Shell report to the NWC and the NEC.

2.6.6 Secretary to: student Altair:

a. Shell liaise with student organisations and engage in
campaigns to popularise the programmes and policies of the
ANC Youth League ‘

b. Shell sensitise the ch and NEC to the problems and issues
affecting student:

c. Shall attend to the educational needs of member: of the
Youth League and engage in educational campaigns of the
community at large.

d. Shell co-ordinate with all Other structures and organisations
dealing with educational matters.

e. shall report regularly to the ch and the NEC.

2.6.7 Secretnry £0: Women’s Azteire

a. Shell mobilise young women to actively participate in the
activities or the ANC Youth League

’5'?
b. Shell coordinate a programme or acting,

implement affirmative action in favour of young women in the
ANC Youth League and society in general.

a. Shell ensure that young women are conversant with the
policies of the ANC Women’s League

d. Shall liaise with the ANC Women's League on campaigns,
programmes and other related matters

e. Shell encourage young women to participate in activities 0:
the ANC Women’s League.

1. Shell report regularly to the NWC end the NBC.



2.6.8 Secretazy for Intermntion end Pub1icity

e. Shell'prepare and disseminate information and other
propaganda material to the youth

b. Shall edit the official journal of the youth

c. Shall deal with such aspects of the ANC Youth League work
as radio propaganda, leaflets, periodicals, legal
publications, films, posters, press. training of publicity
personnel and supervise the work of the editorial board

d. Shall report regularly to the NWC end REC.

2.6.9 Secrettry to: Pioneer Organisation

a. Shall coordinate naticnally all the work of the Walter
Sisulu Pioneer Organisation

b. Shall strive to develop national awareness and patriotism
among South African children between the ages at 7 and 13

c. Shall educate the broader South African society to observe
and respect internationally recognised rights or children

d. Shall develop and strengthen relations with regional,
national, continental and international children’s
organisations

9. Shall work towards the creation of a National Pioneers
Movement

5. Shall report regularly to the NWC and the NBC.

2.6.10 Secretezy £0: Axtl, Sports and Culture

5. Shall be responsible for the cultural and artistic
advancement of the youth

'f:'*
b. Shall together with the Secretary {ct Fiance and projects

co-ordinete fund-raisihg through culthtal and sporting
events

c. Shall liaise with existing democratic cultural, Sporting and
artistic bodies

d. shall liaise with the Secretary for Information and
Publicity for the production of posters and art material

e. Shall encourage the mass participation of the youth in sport

f. Shall report regularly to the NWC and the NEC..

_-_.._- nun“ A|IU.IH Iu-In

 

2.6.11 Secretecy to: leou:

a. shall mobilise and orgAnise all the working youth to
participate in the programme of the ANCYL

b. shall recruit and encourage the working youth to join the
ANOYL

c. shall reach out to the rural and youth on farms, youth in the
mining villages, compounds and hostels to organise them into
the ANCYL

3. ON ONGRE

The Regional Congress shall be the highest decision making body
of the ANC Youth League in the regions.

3-1 mm

3.1.1 Shall be attended by delegates elected on a democratic
basis by all branches in the region. Special
consideration to be made for areas with reduced
membership.

3.1.2 he attended by the members of the Regional Executive Organ
whe shall have fu11 speaking and voting rights in en ex-
otficio capacity.

3-2W

The Regional Congress shall:

3.2.1 be held at least ence in 16 months or more if requested
by two-thirds of all branches in the region

3.2.2 Receive end consider reports by the_Reqiona1 Executive
Organ ’9’»:

u
3.2.3 Elect the Regional Chairperson, Regional Secretary,

Treasurer and eight (8) other members of the Regional
Executive Committee.

3.2.4 Develop and implement the policy and programme of the ANC
Youth League in the region.

.- .. . M A ..H jfihwfl" U‘ 'V'  ‘-.
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4.1 m ‘n

The Regional Executive Committee shall consists of electedmembers by the Regional Conference and Chairpersons of all zonesen a region.

4.2 Equegg and Duties

The REC shell:

4.2.1 be tesponsible for the implementation of decisions of theReglonal Congress, NBC and National Congress.

4.2.2 meet on the day of its eleCtion to appoint the eight (8)offece bearers to their respective positions andthereafter at least once every three month

4.2.3 organise, establish and ceordinete zones and branches ofthe ANC Youth League in the region

4.2.4 implement the policy and programme of the ANC Youth Leagueand strive to further the interests, aims and objectiveof the ANC Youth League as a whole

4.2.5 Manage and control the funds of the ANC Youth League inthe region.

4.3

 

Regional office bearers shell, with specific considerationof circumstances and scope perform the same functions as thenational office bearer: of the ANC Youth League, in theregions. Elected members of the REC shall serve as theRegional Working Committee (RWC)wh1ch shall function likethe NWC in the region.

4.4W l
4.4.1 Any three (3) or more branches within the samegeographical area in a region shall constitute a zone.
4.4.2 Delineation of zones shall be undertaken by the RegionalExecutive Committee on consultations with the NEC.

.nagLn.

4.5 1-'xe iv mm“ ‘

4.5.1 ggmgoeitiOh; Shell be composed of by the Zonal Chairperson,Zonal Secretary, Zonal Treasurer, Zonal Organising andPublicity Secretary and Political Education Secretary, whoshall have been elected by the congress, and chairpersonof the branches.

4.5.2 gaggggi The ZEC shell convene at least once in twomonths. The elected officials shell serve as the ZonalWorking Committee. The Powers and duties 0: the ZEC ahdZWC shall be the same as those of the REC end the RWC.

5. BRANCHES

The belie unit e: the ARC Youth League shall be the branch.Ivory member a: the ARC Youth League irrespective of offlineshell belong to a branch.

5.1 u 4 . uh 'on of

5.1.1 Ensure that the youth in a particular village, area,township and sector are organised into the branch of theANC Youth League

5.1.2 encourage the youth to take active part in all activitiesof the ANC Youth League

5.1.3 mobilise all youth to participate in the general messcampaigns in the regien

5.1.4 prepare members to participate effectively in theformulation of ANC Youth League policy

5.1.5 elaborate and implement the political education programmeof the ANC Youth League

5.1.6 Encourage members to take active intqpests in sports, artsand cultural activities

5.1.7 encourage all youth above eighteen (18) years to join theANC

5.1.8 support and reinforce the local ANC branch



5.2 * ch u ‘ru 'r

Every ANC Youth League branch shall divide itself
administratively into the following substructures:

5.2.1 Section/block committees and\or street/kraal committees
up to the smallest unit committee applicable to a given
local area.

5.2.2 Subcommittees which will assist in the implementation of
ANC Youth League policy and programme of action.

5.2.3 Special committees and projects can be set up to dell with
specific interests and concerns of the youth in the
community where the ANC Youth League branch is operating.

5-3-W

5-3-1 W

5.3.1.1 The Branch Congress shall consist of the Bxanch
Executive Committee and the entire membership of the ANC
Youth League branch

5.3.1.2 not more than two (2) designated member: of the REC who
will preside upon the proceedings of the meeting, but
shall have no voting rights.

5-3-2W
The Branch Congress shall convene once a year. The
Branch congress shall:

5.3.2.1 consider and make proposals to the Zonal Congress.

5.3.2.2 receive, discuss and adopt the Branch Executive
Committee report on the work of the branch

5.3.2.3 Discuss and decide resolutions Zfi‘locel matters in
keeping with the overall policy "ejectives o! the ANC
Youth League

5.3.2.4 Elect the Branch Executive Committee that will consist
of Chairperson, Secretary, Treasurer, Organiser end one
committee member.

. .

I. DISCIPLINE

The conduct of members of the ANC Ycuth League shall be
governed by the Code of Conduct of the ANC Youth League.

J. RIGHT OF APPEAL

1. Every ANCYL member shall have the right to appeal against
any decision of discipline that effect him/her
personally.

2. Appeals will be made in writing to relevant structures as.
set out in the ANCYL Code of Conduct. '

3. A member of the ANCYL has the right to be present upon the
< hearing of he:\his case of appeal.

K. RULES AND REGULATIONS

1. The NBC shall have the power to adopt appropriate rules
and regulations for the efficiency of the work of the ANC
Youth League.if and when the need arises. 2. The REC's shall have the power to govern and improve the
work of the ANC Youth League in the regions if end when
the need arises.

3. All rule: and regulations shall be founded upon the
constitutional principles and policy platform of the ANC
Youth League. Such rules end regulations as may be
formulated by REC's shall be subject to the approval of
the NEC or its ch on a provisional basis pending
endorsement by the NBC.

L. FINANCE POLICY ,7 _

The NEC shall pass a document entitled 'The ANC Youth League
Finance Policy’ which shell eutline the methods of raising
funds, their utilisation and general disbursement at branch,
regional and national levels. This document shall underline
that proper financial records be kept of all receipts and
gfipegditures and regular evaluation made of all assets of the

CY .  



4 B E X C C

5.4.1 ngggs BBQ Quiig:

The Branch Executive Committee shall:

5.4.1.1 Coordinate the general activities of the ANC Youth
League branch.

5.4.1.2 carry out the organisational and publicity work in its
area in furtherance of the policy, programmes and
decisions of the ANC Youth League

5.4.1.3 Liaise cloaely with the ANC branch committee

5.4.1.4 look after the funds and property of the ANC Youth
League

5.4.1.5 submit progress and development *eports to the ZEC.

5.4.1.6 Consider application fo: membership of the League.

5.5. ERANCB GENERAL MIITING

The Branch General meeting shall be held at least once a
month. The BGM shell:

5.5.1 diBCuss and adopt campaigns and programmes for the branch

5.5.2 receive and consider progress reports from the branch
leadership

5.5.3 consider and implement directives from the Zonal
leadership

5.5.4 Consist of all members of the ANC {path League in that
particular branch. ?’7.

a
5.5.5 make comprehensive proposals to the 28C.

M. AMENDMENTS

Any proposed amendments to this Constitution shall be

submitted to the National Congress for consideration and can

only be passed by a two-thirds majority vote.

N. DISSOLUTION

1. The ANCYL shall be dissolved by a properly constituted

National Congress.

2. Upon dissolution or windinq up, the assets of the ANCYL

remaining after satisfactiOn of all its 1iebilities shall be

given or transferred to the ANC.

“77‘


