UTHOR Alan Paton is now

83, but despite that vener-

able age he has, as a recent

publication shows, retain-
‘ed the remarkable ability to ana-
lyse and sum up issues clearly
and simply. * -

With his outspoken rejection of
sanctions and his continuing will-
| ingness to accept that the National

Party is indeed leading Afrikan-
derdom away from a eid, al-
though far too slowly, he has made
something of a controversial

in anti-apartheid circles.

t whether one accepts or re-
jects his political judgments, Pa-
| ton remains an extraordinarily lu-

cid and perceptive commentator.
é For ArM}ginst,an:‘:e, he ﬂ;miltes. “The

roup ctis y regard-
ed as one of the most cruel laws on
our statute books. It has robbed
people — none of them very rich —
houses and land, and has

broken many hearts.

“The vast majority of thif:o le
who have suffered under ct
have been Indian and coloured, It
was the Group Areas Act and the
abolition of the Cape Coloured vote
that put an end to the three-cen-
tu:%;ﬁld peace in the Mother City.

e Act was passed by a Par-
liament which claims to ge Chris-
tian and which invokes God’s bless-
i gS on its sitting

“The kindest that one can
say about our lesislators is that
they were self-deceived; the harsh-
est thing that one can say is that
they were cruel and avaricious.
Some of them made a fortune out
of the Act.
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l?e glEh‘onp Areas Act was re-

ed by those who suffered un-

er it as an expression of the .ing-

lacable Afrikaner Nationalist’s

getermlnatiogatlo- reachﬂa goal of
complete racial separation, after
whi& all South Africans would

| live in peace and happiness, with

their own areas, own lan-

guages, thei{ own cu]hiltl;.m But g
after its passing it proved

emn‘lsot such an implacable law

| | after an”

Can anyone c‘l’oubt that the law
have to go?
vﬁ%-llis reﬂectxs&s on the 1976 dis-
turbances in Soweto and elsewhere
are equally ve: “No one

. believes that the com, use of
| Afrikaans as a medium of instrue-

tion in black sc‘l,lloola was the deep
cause of the violence.

“It was the immediate cause, no
doubt, but it of itself could never
have unleashed such hatred, nor
could it have turned black school-
children into killers. .

“Nor could it account for the
fact that at the time of writing,
which is September 1986, the un-




rest in black schools still contin-

ues.

“That the criminal class, t_he
tsotsis, bears some responsibility
for the violence, there can be no
doubt. That the extreme political
Left has exploited the dren’s

grievances, there can be no doubt -
either. ;

“But only fools regard these as
root causes of the violence, only
those, to use Sir De Villiers
Graaff’s words, who are ‘endlessly
deceived’.

“The root cause of the violence

is to be found in the kind of society

in which black people live. Blacks
see it as white-made. Its economy
is white-made, with the aid of
black labour. Its laws are white-
made, and the p of these
laws is to preserve the white-made
society and the white-made eco-

nomy.

o _._‘:'_l%e black man or woman who
approves of the laws of racial sep-
aration can hardly be found today.
Therewereafewofth?ﬁlmthe
Fifties; in the Eighties there are
a]m&none.lntheliﬁghtiesitha‘s
become physically dangerous for a
black person to support the racial
la x

z%here can be no doubt that 1976

saw the ence of a new black
generatim today demands
equality of treatment. The long

amad.”
on(e;:hanyone doubt the urgent
need for real change in SA?
Paton says white people realised
the violence in 197 glgnalled; the
end of white domination but “how
does one bring such a period to an

“It can be b
endlg ;2 su armed revolu-

: does not seem to be an;
Saiihond of s:g; a revolutid:{
Riackqpocple -have . neiihes Ahe
arms nor the money.

“What is the alternative to a suc-
cessful revolution? In fact there is

- more than one alternative. One

which all good men and women
most fear % a continuance of the
present unrest, with its violence,
its deaths and above all its hatred.
“One of the most conse-
uences of 1976 for white South
icans was to rez:m the depth
of black hatred, no
domination, but of white people
themselves. No good man or wom-
an likes to be hated. It affects not
only the quality of one’s life. It
affects also one’s sense of security.
“There is a third possibility be-
sides armed revolution and en-
demic unrest and violence _;v hﬂ::;
is, an evolutionary process whi
i:’m lead us away from white

domination. .
He doubted whether such a pro-

iod of conquest is over for
mks. Since the end of the Second
World War, the very word ‘con-
quest’ has become one of the ug-
he‘st words in the human language.
: Dew generation wants to
be free, just as the Afrikaner wan-
ted his freedom after his defeat

th? hands of the British in 1902,
“This l=Ele;‘x;temtiou has coined the
slogan ° Liberation, then Edu-
ﬁdm b_Ittis a dangerous slogan
ut one cannot argue ratio-

nally with it.

o

hat is important is to

that a t psychologi-
cal change Ilastig:: Pﬂe in‘:fe
minds of black people. They no
lontier accept the mfgrior position
of he cogguered, nor the superior
position of the conquerors. m
:g on they are as good as anyone
Turning to education, Paton
writes Lﬁat even today “seven
timesasmuchmoneyiss t on
the education of a white dason
that of a black”. -
“The contrasts between the
SR B st el
, the p of white
schools and black schools mglke

= ¢éss could ever

ful” but “we i
it will be characterised
rather than strife”,

be mainly a politi process.

metic, and therefore hy
and that the real aim

it up to pacify the outsi
the most important co;

the only hope for Afrikanerdom
lay in moving away from apart-
heid. That the process be slow, I
fully expect; it will be done at the

or the US Congress or the
European Community.”

Paton then said he would not
deal with the issue of “whether we
have time to move at the pace of
the NP, whether some terrible fate
will overcome us before the aim is
realised”. ! '

be called “peace-
y all hope that
by peace

_This evolutionary process would

“It is a process on which our
government has already embark-
The process is slower than
many of us would like. Some of us
maintain that the process is cos-
ritical,

: the NP is
to retain apartheid while dpolishing
e world.

“Ido not believe this. I think that

uence of
1976 was that the NP realised that

B:;?e of the NP, not the pace of the.

This is a pity, because it is a cop
out. If we do not have the time to
move at government’s pace, as he
implies but does not say, then its
reform programme is essentiall
no different from his first alterna’:
tive to revolution, namely endemic
violence, death and hatred.

It is almost as though Paton is
hoFing against hope that the NP’s
reforms will lead to evolutionary
change in SA. All one can say is
that the evidence for that hope is
very limited indeed. |
< However, his commitment to

justice remains as solid as ever: “It

as been the ce of many
fighters for justice — in this coun-
try as in others — that the fight is a
tough one, but that not to fight it is
totag-l]f unthinkable,

“All of us in SA who have devot-
ed so much of our lives to the fight
for justice must by now have
developed a kind of stoicism.dlli;

- stoicism I do not mean, any in

ference to pleasure or to pain, but
a resolve not to be ruled by this
indifference.

“When the blows come, we blink
but we do not yield. That many
blows will face us in this next
decade, one can have no doubt; and
these blows will fall on many of us
who have fought for peace and jus-
tice for many years of our lives.
We above a]]y will need these sto-
ical qualities.” ;

Cleargi‘: Alan Paton has not lost
any of his touch. _

*® “Beyond the Present, The
of Women for Peace, 1976 to
1986 (Brenthurst Press). )




S. Africa Sets
Strict Black

School Laws

17‘1. ll%
By William Claiborne
Washington Post Forenm Sernce
JOHANNESBURG, Dec. 29—In
a further tightening of South Afri-
ca's six-month-old state of emer-
gency, the government today or-

dered sweeping new regulations |

aimed at countering political unrest,
boycotts and alternative education
in black schools.

The emergency orders, signed by
President Pieter W. Botha, empow-
er the director general of education
and training to bar pupils and any
other persons
schools, to strictly regulate the con-
duct of pupils and teachers at black
schools, and to ban any syllabus not
approved by the government.

The orders appeared designed to
break a 28-month school boycott in
which as -many as 300,000 of the
1.8 million students in black town-
ships nationwide have stayed away

from entering |

from classes in protest of apartheid

and previously-imposed campus re-
strictions.
They also appeared aimed at

. “people’s education” programs in-

troduced in some black schools as
an alternative to student strikes.
The courses, based on “alternative”
histary textbooks, teach black his-
tory and opposition to apartheid,
the policy of strict racial separation.

The antiapartheid National Ed-
See SOUTH AFRICA, A7, Col. 1
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South Africa Establishes Strict Rules
To Counter Black School Boycotts

SOUTH AFRICA, From Al

ucation Crisis Committee had re-
cently announced plans to introduce
a new “alternative” history textbook
when classes resume in the black
townships on Jan. 7.

The new regulations, published
today, also empower the Depart-
ment of Education and Training to
ban the wearing of T-shirts or other
clothing with antiapartheid slogans
and to prohibit the distribution of
pamphlets or posters.

The education department’s di-
rector-general, according to the
new rules, may also issue any or-
ders that he deems necessary “for
the purpose of the safety of the pub-
lic, the maintenance of public order
or the termination of the state of
emergency.”

He may also “regulate or control
the movement or activities of pupils
on any school or hostel premises.”

Violations are punishable by fines
of the equivalent of $1,800 or two
years in prison.

The government regulations ap-
pear to be aimed at radical black

organizers, called “comrades,” who
have promoted the boycott by dis-
rupting classes and intimidating stu-
dents.

The department said in a state-
ment that the new restrictions were
aimed at creating conditions for
“uninterrupted and meaningful ed-
ucation” in South Africa’s segregat-
ed black schools, many of which
have been paralyzed for months as a
result of disturbances.

“There is incontrovertible evi-
dence to prove that the vast major-
ity of parents and pupils place a
high premium on education and are
anxious that calm and good disci-
pline be maintained at schools,” said
the department’s acting director
general, J.L.C. Strydom, in a state-
ment issued by the state Bureau for
Information.

“It cannot be allowed that pupils
be prevented from attending
school, writing important examina-
tions or that they be molested or
physically harmed in any way,”
Strydom said.

Coincidentally, the announce-
ment of the new restrictions came

after another plea by a parents or-
ganization in Soweto, Johannes-
burg’s largest black township, for
black pupils to return to classes at
the start of the new school year
next month.

The Soweto Parents Crisis Com-
mittee and the Soweto Students
Congress, in statements published
today in the Sowetan, a newspaper
aimed at black readers, appealed to
students to return to school while
seeking redress of their grievances,

Studenis at many of the 7,000
segregated black schools outside
the ostensibly independent tribal
“hemelands” stepped up their pro-
test last July when Pretoria an-
nounced new campus security reg-
ulations, including the issuance of
identity documents, the fencirg off
of campuses and the deployment of
Army troops on school grounds.

The government maintained that
the measures were necessary to
keep “outside agitators” from en-
tering school premises.

The Soweto parents committee
today called on the government to
reopen the more than 80 black

schools—mostly in the eastern
Cape Province and in Soweto—that

were closed last year as a result of |

the boycott.

It also urged the government to
repair schools damaged during re-
cent disturbances in the townships.

The new school restrictions are
the latest of a series of measures
ordered by Botha in recent weeks
to curb unrest and dampen nonvi-
olent opposition by groups the gov-
ernment has said are responsible
for encouraging a “revolutionary
onslaught” in South Africa.

On Dec. 11, Botha ordered |
sweeping new censorship regula- | |
tions that ban the reporting of most |

forms of peaceful protest and state-
ments the government decrees to
be subversive. School boycotts are
specifically included under the cat-
egory of subversive acts.

This article was written under new
South African press restrictions
that prohibit the reporting of
nonofficial news of violence,
wnlawful gatherings, strikes,
baycotts and other forms of
organized dissent, or of any
“subversive statement” as defined by
the Pretoria government, unless
cleared by a board of official censors.
Under the rules, it is the
responsibility of the correspondent to
Judge what falls under the category
of censorable material.

—_
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‘South Africa Moves to Stamp Out .Dissent in Its Black Schools

By ALAN COWELL

Special 1o The New York Times
JOHANNESBURG, Dec. 29 — South
Africa’'s white authorities announged

new under the nation's
em y (0 combagelis-
sent in segregated black schools and 1o

counter plans for an “alternative” syl-
labus called people's education.

The action, commentators said,
seemed (o reflect official concern
about plans anti-Government
educators io offer alternative courses
in history, English and other subjects
as a means of promoling protest
against apartheid and Lo establish what
is called people's power.

In a separate development, the Gov-
ernment confirmed thal it planned to
build an airstrip on a remote South Af-
rican-owned island beiween Cape
Town and Antarctica. But the authori-
I:;i offered no dir:cal il:lt;rnmenl on Brit-
ish news reports that the strip was part
of a joint Israeli-South African plan to
test nuclear weapons.

The authorities also acknowledged
continued violence in black townships
where more than 2,300 people, mostly
blacks, have died in political unrest
since the nation's newest black revolt
took root in September 1984.

Two Pollcemen Slain

The Bureau for Information, the sole
source of authorized news under an
emergency decree in force since June
12, sald a black man opened fire on two
unidentified members of the “'security
forces,” wounding one in the shoulder.
In two other black townships, the Bu-
reau reporied attacks on private
homes, one of them belonging 0 a
member of a local black council.

Over the Christmas period, activists
had sought to mount a campaign,
called Christmas Against the Emer-
gency, for blacks to abstain from buy-
ing goods in white-owned stores. Fig-
ures made public today suggesied that

Rowlers

President P.W. Botha, who an-
nounced new measures to combat
dissent in black classrooms.

pre-Christmas sales in many stores
were below expected levels, but it was
unclear whether the drop resulted
from the campaign.

In the north the country, mean-
while, the army and police were re-
ported hunting for a black insurgent
who shot two white emen to death
after being captured and then escaped.
The insurgent was said by the authori-
ties to belong to the African National
Congress, the most prominent of the
guerrilla organizations seeking the
overthrow of white rule.

The South African Press Association
said today that the man had been told
by his captors to sit on his AK-47 as-
sault rifle in the back of a truck while
he was being driven o a police station

in Messina, on the border with Zimba-|
bwe. The insurgent was said to have|
freed himself and to have used the rifle,
to kill his captors.

In the newest fightening of restric-
tions on black protest, President P. W.
Botha, citing the nalion's emergency
decree, today announced a wide range
of actions to excise dissent from black
classrooms.

Since September 1984 South Africa’s

South African press restriclions
now prohibit journalists from trans-
mitting dispatches on any security
actions, protests, detentions or *‘sub-
versive stalements” withoul clear-
ance by Governmenl censors.

black high-school students have been!
al the forefront of protest against white
domination. The new actions followed a
roundup of government ts this|
month after a-tightening of emergency
rule that effectively outlawed most
forms of black protest.

In a special edition of the Govern-
ment Gazetle today, Mr. Botha empow-
ered the Department of Education and
Training, the minislrgain charge of
black education, to bar individuals
from school premises, to prohibit stu-
dents from using school facilities out of
hours and to outlaw any "allernallve"|
course or syllabus. |

New Censorship Rules !

The authorities were also empow-’
ered to bar the ““wearing, possession or
display” of T-shirts, other articles of
clothing, flags, banners, pennants or
posters bearing slogans or the names

ban the distribution of letters, books, | inferior.

pamphlets, posters and papers deemed
unlawful.

Under the proclamation, the white
authorities may determine which

causes are (o be outlawed. Offenders | schools

stand to be punished by a maximum

fine of $1,800 or two years in jail.
Schools boycotts have vexed the au-

thorities since the start of the nation's|

unrest and scores of black high schools| growth of black youths and had pro-{! °

The authorities spend far more per
capita on the education of a white child
than on that of a black and black cam-

are designed to breed black
subservience to white interests.
Black communily organizations
have expressed concern that the boy-
cotts will damage the intellectual

have been closed after protracted|posed the distribution of “alternative
classroom prolests rﬁnbh;ﬂ a szuem of | education” courses as a means of coax-

education conside

8 10 be| ing students back to class next year.

or emblems of resistance organiza-

tions.
The latest regulations, which fol-

lowed new censorship rules and a wi- |

dened definition of subversion promul-
gated this month under the emergency
decree, also empower the authorilies to




‘No Xerox
Move Yet

'On Pretoria
NyF—r2/o4%

:Further Study

‘Held Needed

o

5 STAMFORD, Conn., Dec. B (Reu-
‘ters) — The Xerox Corporation, cit-
‘ing the need for further study, de-
“clined today to say whether it would
"sell its-South African operations and
oin the exodus of major corporations
‘from the country.
- The photocopier, printing, com-
puter and financial services conglom-
erate said last May that it would de-
‘cide by year-end whether to sell its
South Africa operations. But today it
'said no decision had yet been reached
_and declined to say when one would
be.

Xerox, which has marketed office
‘equipment in South Africa for 22
years, employs 800 people there
through its majority-owned affiliate
Rank Xerox Ltd., 40 percent of whom
are black.

‘‘Situation Is Too Complicated’

““The situation is too complicated to

set a specific timetable for any com-
pany action,”” the company’s chair-
man and chief executive, David
Kearns, said in a statement.
* Mr. Kearns said that any decision
to leave South Africa would be ir-
revocable, but added, *‘We have stud-
ied the experiences of other corpora-
tions that have decided to leave, and
the approaches taken do not appear
to meet our objectives.”

Mr. Kearns said an ideal plan
would permit Xerox to keep its serv-
ice commitments to customers, avoid
laying off its employees and-continue
its support for social and political
g}r:grama A spokesman for Xerox,

mas Abbott, declined to elaborate
but said Xerox was considering alter-
natives to pulling out of the country.

$1 Million Contributed Annually

Xerox contributes about $1 million
annually to social and political pro-
grams for South African’ blacks.
Revenues in South Africa amount to
less than 1 percent of Xerox's total
1985 revenues of $8.7 billion, Mr. Ab-
bott said. He declined to specify what
contribution the South African opera-
tion made to Xerox’s 1985 profits of
$475.3 million. :

If Xerox were to leave South Africa
it would join a growing list of major
corporations that have recently an-
nounced pullouts from the country.
The list includes- General Motors,
I.B.M., Coca-Cola, General Electric,
CBS, GTE, Procter & Gamble and:
Eastman Kodak.

Barclays, a major British bank,
and Bata Ltd., the Canadian shoe
company, announced last month that
they would sell their South African
units.
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