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REPORT ON THE COSATU VISIT TO NAM Bl A

A Cosatu del egation visited Nam bia on the 22h23h24th
August 1989. The purpose of this visit was to neet the
National Union of Nam bian Wrkers in order to draw up
pl ans that woul d concretise our solidarity |inks.

The del egati on consisted of the foll ow ng:

E Barayi (Cosatu President)

C Damni (Cosatu Vice President)

J Nai doo (Cosatu General Secretary)

J Matros (TGA)

B Marie (NUMSA)

The del egation in addition to neeti ng NUNW net seni or
SWAPO representatives in Nam bia at the time. The

del egation intended neeting representatives fromthe
Counci| of Churches and the Students Myvenment NAWSO
However due to time constraints these nmeetings did not
materiali ze.

The visit did enable the del egates to concretise a planned
solidarity link up with NUNWas well as to get an idea of
the problens faced in the process independence.
Suggestions are nade bel ow as to how Cosatu and the NDM
coul d assi st.

COSAI U NUNW MEETI NG DECI SI ONS

2.1 NUNWwas represented by NUNW General Secretary
Conrade Ya Oto. Representatives fromthe affiliate
uni ons were present.

2.2 hOLI DARI TY COW TTEE

It was agreed that a Solidarity Conmittee be

establ i shed consiting of two representatives from
NUNW and two representatives from Cosat u.

The function of this commttee would be to:

i. Co-ordinate the assistance progranmme.

ii. Inplenment decisions reached between the two
federati ons.

iii. Ensure information exchange
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2.3

iv Strengthen rel ati onship between NUNWACOSATU.

NUNW appoi nted the foll owi ng people to represent
themon the comittee:

Ben U enga (MJUN)

Sandi | e (NUNW Educat i on)

Cosatu was to inform NUNWwho their representatives
woul d be.

It was further agreed that contact with NUNWits
affiliates would continue on 3 |evels.

- Federation to federation.

- Union to union

- Worker to worker (via the national shop

stewards Council eg S. A B. OK Bazaar etc)

SPECI AL REQUESTS FOR ASSI| STANCE

NUNW i sol ated the foll owi ng areas where assi stance
was needed. These were discussed and suggesti ons
made as foll ows:

VEDI A

Trai ni ng was needed in use of conputers and |ayout,
witing etc.

It was suggested that TOPS, New African, New Nation
could be approached to assist in this area.

ADM NI STRATI ON ( ACCOUNTS)

It was suggested Cosatu auditors be approached to
assist in setting up aocounting system in draw ng
specific policies e.g staff transport/vehicles
policy.

There was di scussi on on how NUNW Cosatu structured
its departnents, set out job discriptions, drew up
staff conditions of enploynment, how staff reported
to Ofice Bearers and what the specific role of the
O fice Bearers and where.



It was suggested that a Cosat u/ NUNW st aff workshop
be held to |l ook at these issues in detail.
EDUCATI ON & TRAI NI NG

4. -
The foll owi ng points were nade:
- Much Shop steward training could be done through
uni on to uni on contact.
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2.4

- A Cosat u/ NUNW wor kshop shoul d be held to discuss
the drawi ng up of an Educati on progranme.

- Cosatu and affiliates should inform NUNW and
affiliates of National training semnars.

- Organi zer training possibility should be

di scussed between uni ons.

CO OPERATI VES

Uni ons or groups waiting to set up co-operatives
shoul d contact Cosatu. Cosatu will arrange for
peopl e with experience to attend.

WALVI S BAY

NUNW af filiates (MANWY NAFAU) have been organi zi ng
in this area.

Enpl oyers are refusing to recogni se Nam bi an uni ons
as they say they are in South Africa.

It was agreed that Cosatu affiliates will put
pressure on South African enployers in Walvis Bay to
recogni se NUNW affiliates.

Certai n conpani es were preventing workers from

regi stering/voting in Nam bi a.

Cosatu undertook to get reports from Cosatu
affiliates who have organi sed conpanies with
branches in the area.

The foll owi ng conpani es were bei ng organi sed at
present:

- Afrox

- Metal Box

_ Worker Freight Services

- Shell, BP, Caltex, Trek

- SWA Chem (british Plastics)

SATUC (South African Trade Uni on Cctordinating
Conmittee)

Contrade Ya Oto briefed us on the position relating
to SATUC.

- SATUC was forned in 1983 as a Counterpart to
SADCC forned in 1980 by head of states of

frontline countries and includi ng Nam bi an and
South African Liberation Myvenents.

- There is disatisfaction anongst all frontline
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states (excluding Swazil and, Lesotho, Botswana &
Zambia) with the present |eadership of SATUC in
particul ar the Secretary Ceneral Chiana (expelled
from Gaborone, established in Swaziland -

expel l ed from Swazil and now settled in Lilongwe -
Mal awi ) .

Di satisfaction relates to

- m smanagenent of funds

- no organising solidarity link up.

- holding neetings in places where |liberation
novenents have difficulty getting to e.g.

Lesot ho.

- NUNW(Ya Oto) and SACTU have been sitting on
SATUCC.

- SATUCC falls under QATUU Sout hern African region.
- SATUCC i s now pl aced close to AALC though findi ng
li nks.

There was agreenent that SATUCC shoul d be

transf or med.

A speci al conference should be called via

QATUU Mozanbi que to deal with problens with the role
of SATUCC.

3. MEETI NGS W TH SHAPO

SWAPO representatives outlined the problens they were
facing in the S A administered el ecti on process.
After discussions with SWAPO we net UNTAG representatives
and expressed our concern at the problens rai sed by SWAPO
these incl uded:

i ntimdation by KOEVERT

rai di ng of SWAPO activi sts houses by SWAPCL.



several killings of SWAPO supporters.

del ay of registering voters in the SWAPO stronghol d.
SWAPO asked if we would assist in arranging for Nam bi ans
liVing in South Africa particularly in the Cape to get to
Nam bia to register and later to vote.

Cosatu informed SWAPO of its resolution to collect nobney
to assist inits election canpaign.



