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I'll form my own 
: efl“f Press > 

rmy, says 
IF Umkhonto weSizwe was not dis- 
mantled, Ciskei would establish a “pri- 
vate army” for the African Democratic 
Movement (ADM), Ciskei ruler Briga- 
dier Oupa Gqozo said on Friday. 

Opening the homeland’s National 
Show in Bisho, Gqozo warned that un- 
less MK’s activities in Ciskei stopped 
“we will have to start building up a 
similar force to back up the ADM”. 

“No-one will have the legal or moral 
justification to stop me from forming 
the ADM’s private army for as long 
as the ANC retains Umkhonto 
weSizwe. It’s called levelling the play- 
ing fields.” 

Gqozo alleged the ANC was to 
blame for 99 percent of the violence in 
Ciskei. He had statistics to back up this 
claim and ‘would make them available 
to anyone, he said. 

He also accused the ANC of being * 
the “common denominator’ of the viol-: 
ence throughout SA. 

In a speech punctuated with Bible 
verses, Gqozo spelled out Ciskei’s posi- 
tion on multi-party negotiations. 

While “legitimate credible parties 
like the ADM” had not been allowed 
to participate in the talks, other parties 

a o999 ; 

Gqgozo 
“with only three people plus a leader” 
— such as the Natal Indian Congress 
and the Transvaal Indian Congress — 
were taking part. 

Ciskei insisted that the constitution 
negotiated at the World Trade Centre. 
should be a “final document”’. 

“We insist on a single phase process 
— no interim government, no constitu- 
ent assembly — just a straight multi- 
party process culminating in general 

elections.” A 
quio said the multi-party negotiat- 

ing council had outlived its purpose. 
“Real negotiations should be con- 

ducted through bilaterals, trilaterals or 
~even multilateral summits, for example 
... Christian Federalists versus Com- 
munist Revolutionary Unitarists.” 

He urged the SA government not to 
proceed with the special session of par- 
liament scheduled for September 13. 

  

If crucial issues such as “constitu- f 
tional principles, boundaries, powers, 
functions and competency of federal 
states, violence and intimidatiori” con- 
tinued to be shelved, Ciskei would 
certainly pull out of this futile process, 
Gqozo warned. — Ecna 
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- OPINION 

new struggle 
against tyranny 

A 

W HE finding of the Motsuen- 
yane commission that the 
ANC has been guilty, in its 
treatment of prisoners’ in 

Quadro punishment ¢camp, of tor- 
ture, cruelty and evidently also 
murder, has exposed as nonsensi- 
cal the claims of the ANC to mor- 
al superiority over the National 
Farty. There i3 nothing to choose 
between those who tortured 
Steve Bike, and those who tore 
tured the inmates of what should 
perhaps be called the ANC'S Sta- 
la;rr'v'. 

his is not to suggest that the 
leaders or members of the ANC 
are uniquely evil; on the contrary, 
they are all too human, Like the 
National Party's leaders, and the 
leaders of all other parties, they 
are not to be trusted with unfet- 
tered power. Given power they 
will, sooner or later, abuge it, and 
descend into the depravities 
which, on both sides of the politi- 
cal divide in South Africa, we 
know all too well, 

Tnis {8 what makes the pro- 
gress of constitutional negotia- 
tiony at Kempton Park alarming. 
1f the outcome is to put too much 
power in the hands of two politi- 
¢al parties, neither of which ¢an 
be trusted with power, then that 
outcome i3 unacceptahle, and the 
&onstitution which permits the 
outcome is defective. 

This is not the place for a de- 
tajled analysis of the latest ver- 
sion of the draft constitution put 
forward at Kempton Park, ex- 
cept to say -that it is too cope 
cerned to secure power for the 
politicians, and too unconcerned 
with the threat which politicians 
pose to ordinary people. This 

  

  
1 

newspaper last week publistied, 
only half in jest, an ziternagve 
constitution which set out to ‘curb 
the powers of the central govern- 
ment, and to protect the people 
against govertiment. Qur propos- 
als ware brief, and suificient, dnd 
close enough to the American 
constitution to justify the ¢latm 
that jts underlying ideas have 
been tested, in eivil war and 
against slavery, and have stgod 
the test. - l 

The constitution offered | at 
Kempton Park, deeply influen¢ed 

" by the ideas that brought Eastern 
Eurepe to utter ruin, is a Jengthy 
document (62 pages, and griw- 
ing), tailored by Ddureaucrgtic 
minds for bureayeratic purpodes, 
and its purpose is to divvy iup 
power between power brokers, 
One example will make the point: 
our constitution defined, and thus 
limited, the powers of the ¢antial 
government, leaving the regions 
free to govern themselves except 
when they violate the rights:of 
individuals or act against the 

  
common weal; the Kempton Park : 
¢onstitution defines and so limits 
the rights of the regions, and al- 
lows the central governmentito 
impose its will across the spéc- 
trum of human lfe, | 

Time i$ running out, and it may 
well be impossible to esc 
from the deficiencies of this au- 
thoritarian charter, but 2 wam- 
ing must be sounded: the proceéss 
at Kempton Park is being de- 
signed to secure excessive power 
for two parties, both of which 
stand convicted of cruelty, tor- 
ture, murder, and pervagive - 
abuse of power. A new stmg@e 
against tyranny lies ahead. . 
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This woek tho leng: 
ewalied ropart of the 
Molyghyans 
commiision Inte 
atracitlag in the NG 
ARgeian puAishaont 
Camnpi [N the L9801 way 
rolekied, Among the 
ancounts of torture, 
murder angd Myrvytipn Iy 
ihli 0Ny == the talp of 
the good 1oidier Norman 
LY TT N 

LIKE nundreds of othe 
cr Sowe's pupils 
CINgAL in (e 1376 re- - 
volt 4gainst Bantu 
Edugation, Norman 
Phillip Furi ¢rossed 
the border into Swazi- 
lant 10 Join ¢he Afeican 
National Congresy. 

Phirt 18 now hagk in Se- 
wnig alter aimoys, 7 yhars 
in ARG == {ur years and 
ming momtha of which he 
was held i prison camps 
without 1212} and tortured. 

Ile has Bedn unemplnyed 
xince Aig Yolysa 12 Detemy- 
ver 1003, DUL #6148 3 Joy: 
2l member of thg ANC 3 
s armed wing, Umchonte 
wg  Sitwe, ever  though 
marbess of 13 leadirhip 
were ug aeHen guIrds 

His sersensl nightmare 
staried it the uorising In 
fhe MK cxmes ia Aagels in 
ke varly 30z ; 

An intelligesr, Artienlate 
dnd kighly truincd folaler, 
Podrt guickly rose throuyh 
MRS vanks aftar initial 
training 3ad wag inide 
paltics] commlssae ut Fa- 
1Ada eamp | ageihera 
ARRSR 18 1279 

The cacres in the Canp 
ware disilugioned with the 
ANC's leaderthip and 
thoughl L3t the wae in 
Sauth Alriea shenld be oy 
¢alated. 

Frustrated 

They were feunerated 
that oy had not 2een 30y 
combut 3 yosrs of hille 
tary training and began o 
disahey sders. : 

I7 aggitien Lo £latlivsions 
maent, tie evdray N Fa. 
renda 350 faced difdnse w 
malaria and yallow fever 
caused the elosure of the 
famy a0, 

Some ¢idres wery yest 
10 olhar camzy and three 
en Ware Sreesied (x 1960 
304 fent 3 Quadre, 2 gamp 
in northern Argaip which 
wag dybded feer \a Portys 
guese afigr tho kign seeyur- 
ity prison Nusmbed Foyr In 
RELIEIVILTTSA 

Fhire was aext wgnt 
Padga 8 northern Angola 
1A% g pelitisal com- 
frissar, 

As i Farends, dhe ead. 
*ay 3l Pyago were anxloys 
o engagernaat with the 
SA forcey and Irysiraled 
begnuse e leadesship aid 
not 33peIL 10 e inieRsly. 
ing the Strmed sirygaie 

The cadres 3l {Qared 
the ANC seeurity dapart. 
MER Whend t3tics 10 g 
ME of daggs vses :a Whe 
708 were viewed at 
oparatsive, 

{n 081, the then ANG 
prosident Qlver Tambe, 

REPORTS OF TIE COMHISSION OF ENQUIRY INTO CERTAIN 
ALLEGATIONS OF CRUELTY AND MUMAN RIGKTS ABUSE ABAIRST 

ANC PRISONTRS AND DETAINEES BY 
ANC MEMBERS 

  

Name: 

NORMAN PHIRI 

Qualifications: 
A highly intzlligent and 
committed MK soldier 

Allegations: 
Imprisoned without 
trial and tortured by his 
own comrades 

vigited all the campx1a AR- 
gola. AL Pango, ne smd 
some people in the mover 
menat ware trying to sabee 
lage it and Suggested that 
e:d‘m lho?ldht?iett o tuge 
fest ways (9 help ymprove 
the AN& 

The cagres electnd PhirJ 
cha:eman and formuiate 
3 series of dermands whleh 
ingluded the muspension of 
the security doprrivwne. 
They 4130 levaliad the sorl 
Quy Jecusetion that some 
MK commandars in the 
Frontling siates hsd “soid 
them oui* and were work. 
ing for the “easmy”, 

hiri met with a hostile 
TRSpONIE  when he pree 
seniad tho cadres' de. 
MARAr to Pangey esmp 
commander Dan Peteczan, 
He yocvsed P of lead. 
Ing 3 muting. 

Pelerson topoetnd the 
detaily of the moeting o 
the leadecship in Lvandy 
and two days Incer & than 
NZC meridar and now MK 
political commissas, Ane 
drew Miusohdg, mat cadrss 
and “drasxed them dawn”, 

ladetiing thair secesatiens 
AS AOnsensy. 

Masondo 1eruied Phivt 
of !nstlgnlnf the cadres 
agsingt the leadership at 
Pango and daving fuelled 
tag dlygension ot Fasenda 
aimp IA 1979, 

Liter, e3dres under 
Phiri's commane in Cacyso 
and Kangodsld were sanmt 
ta Vigns Tronsit Gamp 
after firing their gung Inte 
the 2ir aad velusing o fight 
Units, 

When thoy arrivesd, the 
Vissa eamp commander 
ordgred them o dusacm. 
Bul W cadeas suspecied 
that Shey would be adwied 
it they “agreed to do sn. 
Many ¢adres, {adieding 
Phiv, did not fotlow N3 
orger. 

The ¢adres slected a 
frou; of 10 and drew u{ 2 
8 of demands which they 
Were never abla 4o presant 
ta the lesdership Early the 
toxl motalng Angolan 
overniacnt Luopd (FA. 
LA) yurrovaded the 

camp. 
Chmt Uami, then MX 

Mandela’s bodyguard 
named by commission 

By EIRA MANTIN 

ONE of Nelwon Mandela'y 
hodygusrds it among tbe 
dosany of ANC membery 
whtling to hesr their fate 
tadny aftér betag singled 
owl by the Motsueayase 
cammisrion late humap 
rlfihlv abvae 

e 18 Mr Basil Mavveg, 
39 who retursed from avite 
1o 1999, e lett Soui) Afrex 
In {075 3ud wuy geplayed a1 
B dadypvard to thee ANC 
'f;av!ldfll Ottver Tambe W 

1. y 

He draled nvitence bes 
fore the commiryion War e 
was {nvolved (n begtiag fne- 
mer geeurty deparingest 
Teriber TFellx NXoil. whom 
b atlegeqly arrwiied tn 1088 
wilheut praper coudv. 
e sdtitted he vag pre 

vemt when My Gobriel Sale 
Tho'eg, S 40 ANC member. 
wur laterpegaied, Mr Seo 
boke elmimed 5¢ woy are 
rested xer a parsanal du- 
pute wia Mr Mavyra, 

Th¢ ¢oramixsion tupparis 
¢d (b2 pllagatione of My 
Nkopl ynd My Sotideke, 

polltlesl commityae, askes 
the cadres to surrender 
teir arms Thoy 4id. 
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Peter Mokaba is really a 
| gentle guy at heart 

S B O S 
Qam bless 
WHAT lies behind the angry and 
bitter image of ANC Youth 

League leader Peter Mokaba? He 
recently angered government 
officials and one of the strongest 
ANC allies, Cosatu. Both 
disagreed with his call for the 
township youths to take the 
struggle to the white suburbs and 
to turn their guns on State 
President FW De Klerk. The man 
behind these words is gentle, 
peace-loving and ready to save 
the life of a white farmer or a 
boer. He showed his other side to 
City Press during a recent 
interview. : 

From his war-talk when he 
addresses the youth, it is easy for 
anyone to think that Peter 
Mokaba hates whites. Because of 
his slogans at rallies, most people 
think he is really encouraging his 
supporters to take up arms 
against whites, especially 
farmers. 

Sitting in his newly-furnished 
office on the 14th floor of the 
ANC headquarters in 
Johannesburg, Mokaba seems 
like a leader who wants to reach 
out to his people and be heard, 
but who has not got the means of* 
doing so. A 
“The press has a grudge 

against me. I’'m always 
misquoted in the newspapers. 
They are doing the work of the 
system to discredit me,” he says. 

What steps will Mokaba - take 
to stop the media from doing him 
more harm before it’s too late? 

“There’s nothing I can do 
about it now. But the ANC 
government will have to change 
the whole media system in this 
country. Our media is very 
destructive. It is not educative. 
All the newspapers are worried 
about is increasing their profits at 
the expense of ruining our 
society.” 

Not only are the newspapers 
trying to put him out into the 
political wilderness, he says, but 
they are trying to put him up 
against other leaders in the 
National Executive Committee 
(NEC) of the ANC. 

ard talking but 
  

  

The tension that is supposed to 
~exist between him and ANC 
general secretary Cyril 
Ramaphosa has been made up by 

journalists, he says. Not only are 

he and Ramaphosa the best of 

comrades, but they respect each 
other’s political views. 

When Mokaba recently tipped 
Thabo Mbeki as the next deputy 
president of the ANC, he did not 

say so to spite Ramaphosa. 
Mbeki was one of the many 
names the youth league thought 

of. Ramaphosa was well informed 

about this before Mokaba 

mentioned it to the press. 
However, at 34, the chubby 

youth leader thinks he has done 

enough to serve the young lions. 

He will-not stand for re-election 
as the youth league’s president at 
the annual congress later this 
year. 

“As a member of the NEC I 
want to serve my main 
organisation full time. F know the 

  

    

“I don’t hate whites, in fact I don’t hate anyone because of his skin colour,” says Peter Mokaba._ 

press is going to think I'm 

quitting under pressure. No, it’s 
not so. 

“I think I’m going to run in the 
forthcoming elections in one of 

our regions. At this stage I’m not 

sure where, but I’m ready to do so 

in any part of SA because every 
town, city and rural area is the 
ANC’s stronghold. The people 
will tell me where to stand for 
election because I'm their 
servant.” 

After the elections he wants to 
start his own family so he can join 
his colleagues in the youth league 
who are already married. “I’ve 
devoted almost my entire life to, 
the struggle and neglected my 
marriage. I’'m yearning to come 
home to the comfort of my wife’s 
arms and my child and feel like a 
father.” 

. Despite his “kill the farmer, 
kill the boer” chant, he is not a 
killer. 
       

soft hearted 

  

  

“I'm prepared to go out of my 
way to save the life of a farmer 
who is being robbed or killed. My 
slogan on them is not an empty 
one. It’s about the days of our 
armed struggle when the farmers 
in the northern Transvaal 
borders, with Zimbabwe were 
mobilised and armed as 
commandos against our people.” 

He remains clear about his 
passionate hatred for the State 
President, because of what he 
calls “his double agenda in the 
peace process”. 

“He speaks peace with our 
leaders on the one hand, and 
unleashes violence on our people 
through his security forces on the 
other,” he says. 

It is the same violence that has 
made the ANC guard Mokaba 24 
hours a day. Since his release 
from Robben Island, he has never 
slept at his home nor had a 
chance to chat for long hours with 
his mother and sister. 

   



  GUARDIAN WEEKLY 
August 29 1993 

FEATURES 23 
  A Country Diary 
  

Michael Wren 

‘A’'NGWANE, Eastern Transvaal: 
Laura had selected the camp 

-site carefully — a clearing in the 
trees by the banks of the Komati, 
relatively safe from prowling hippo. 
Hippo can be unpredictable: spend- 
ing the day dozing in the river, at 
night they emerge and may travel 
several kilometres in search of good 
grazing. It is not a good idea to get 
between them and the river. Ka’Ng- 
wane is a small national park, begun 
only 20 years ago. Already the land 
has substantially recovered from 
overgrazing by cattle and is return- 
ing to African bush, dotted ‘with 
thorn and scrub. On the hills the 
aloes stand in their thousands like 
sentinels. What a strange and won- 
derful plant is the aloe: its yellow 

  

  

flowers born on stems like antlers 
bear nectar on which sunbirds feed; 
its seeds are devoured -eagerly by 
bulbuls,  drongos, mousebirds, 
shrikes and many others. In the 
scrub we see kudu and the diminu- 
tive duiker, on the lush grass plains 
wildebeest, hartebeest, the sad- 
faced blesbok and the impossibly 
beautiful impala. By the river water- 
buck feed and warthog rear their 
large families. A walk along the bank 
in the warm winter sun brings us 
fine views of jackal buzzard, red- 
breasted sparrowhawk and the mys- 
terious gymnogene. We laze on flat 
rocks while the sluggish Komati 
flows by. In the reeds waxbills and 
firefinches feed, pied kingfishers 
flash by and we hear the liquid call 
of the black-headed oriole. 
g Aloes at Ka’Ngwane )       

  - --‘.‘._--_‘-—A 

 



  

    

  

Cannabis on anew highn Britain 
The hemp plant is once 

'| Hemp is climbing out of its flares again a legal crop, writes 
David Sharrock 

NEXT fime es | very different backgrounds, hoth of 

on the less publicised merits of the 
cannabis sativa, or hemp, plant. 

That album sleeve the New Ager 
is using as a tray on which to blend 
the ‘tobacco is actually made from 
cannabis, as- are -the papers he’s 

| using to build the funny cigarette. 
and cheeseloth shirt and putting 
onaCilysaf, =~ 2 T W 
~..Its new tailors are two men from 

whom profess to see the potential in 

but which has been restricted until 

-ule B controlled drug. .. 

  Ian Ipwe, director of Harlow Agricul- 

cences . to. _ 
.Imoddcfionofhanp,aappwhkhpas‘-. 

a crop which, they say, makes both & 
environmental and ‘economic: sense | 

_| not prepared to di _ -now by its classification as a sched- “cation. Lowe has a rather more am- 
© ... | bitious ' 1,500 .acres The first is Pete Messenger, who' | ‘spre 

runs Ecologically” Sound Paper, or: 
-ESP, out of which he pays himself a : 
salary of £40 a week. The second is   

tuml = V'mfllheyfibofll success- 
fully applied to the Home Office for ;- 

not been legally grown in the ‘Kingdom for more than 100 

acres, within sight of Oxford’s 
‘dreaming spires. Beyond that, he is 

divulge its exact lo- 

under seed, 
spread among 30 farms in Essex 
‘and southern East Anglia. The po- 
Jlice have detailed maps of the fields. 

This is where the re-education 
programme must begin, the hemp 

‘.‘_‘_:Messenger has planted five 

  

growers say. For the v'en‘u-xres ‘to 
succeed, it is ‘essential that the mari- 
juana law-breakers understand they 
will not get high p 
.smoke from these 

from stealing 

one of the Home Office’s strict regu- 
lations for permitting tpe -reintro- 

  

What remains, however, could be 
far more precious. Hemp yields 10- 
14 tonnes of dry fibre per hectare 

‘per year, from which high grade 
paper can be produced. In France 
some of the 10,000 acres per year 
goes to making cigarette papers. 

Hemp-based paper, which can in- 

a 
crops. Indeed, 

  

. dude“ wood pulp and btheri.plémfi, 
‘was ‘used by the New Ageist Ozric 
Tentacles * for - their - new ‘album 
sleeves and posters. A 

uropean hemp and cornstraw is 
being marketed by a Mr John Han- - |-s0n of Dorset, while on Ian Lowe’s “desk in Harlow sits a‘'sample of east 
European hemp cloth, which he de- 

| scribes as “a bit ljkelinen_; but ex- 
tremely hard wearing*, ; 

- The soft inner centre of the tall 
plants — up to 15ft tall by harvest 
time next month — produce a supe- 
tior livestock bedding to replace tra- 
ditional - wood chippings. The 
possibilities seem bountiful, “It’s 2 
plant to save the planet,“ declares 
Messenger.       - 

O ————— -~ 
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__FOREIGN NEWS _ 

ANC socialist pe 
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ften violent Inkatha   
redible opposition — some 

thing the new South Africa 
ill urgently need 
As for the ANC, it can 

onsole 1self with a quick 
reference to the numbers 
game. While English-speak 

rs may affect the result in 
Jatal, as six per cent of the 

national electorate they will 
hardly impinge on the oY erall 

t1COMmE 
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by Alec Russell 

in Pietermaritzburg 
      

GAP-TOOTHED, squatting 

in silence, with large brass 

rings dangling from theijr 

ears, the huddle of Zulus 

waiting for their induna 

(chief) would have sct Rider 

Haggard's fingers feverishly 

itching for hisrer;. Only the 

odd pair of fa ed jeans and 

the plush uphoistery of the 

inkatha Freedom Party's 

Natal - Midlands headquar- 

ters gave away tnc 20th.cen: 

tury context of the gathering 

Then in strode a Jocal 

leader. ‘"Sawubona, sawus 

bona," (hello, hello) chanted 

the ensemble respectiully 

Blue-cyed, with a YVigorous 

«nublic-school” handshake, 

Mike Tarr 15 a stereotypical 

Anglo-Saxun: As a former 

MP for the jiberal Demo- 

cratic Party, he is also onc of 

the highest-profile whitc 

recruits te the Zulu bascd 

Inkatha 
With cight months to g0 

before South Africa’s first 

excreise in democracy, the 

old political certainties of 

apartheid, when most Eng- 

lish-speakers voted for the 

liberal opposition parties as 

a token protest against the 

Afrikaner-dominated
 Nat 

ional Party, are ovcel 

Many of the estimated 

three-and-a-half million 

whitée voters are now desper- 

ately unsure of their alle- 

giances For the mare 

conseryative, Inkatha seems 

the best of a bad lot 

{n the eves of many 10 the 

west, Chief N angosuthu 

Buthelezi, the Inkatha 

leader, whose negofialors 

have walked out of the s i 

party democracy talks, is the 

greatest ohstacle in the way 

of a political settiement. He 

threatens civil war if he 

doesn’t have his way, even 

though outside the yural 

communities in Natal and 

the migrant-workers hostels 

in Johanaesburg townships 

he has minimal support 

amiong South Africa’s non- 

whites, who make up 86 per 

cent of the country's 

population. 
But’ within South Africa, 

many English-speaking 

whites have succumbed to 

fear that the African 

et ity PSSV 2 

o e 
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Natiopal Congress — secin- 

ingly the inevitable victor in 

the elections — nay revert to 

the radical soclalist policies 

of its carly years, including a 

redistribution of wealth, 

with the National Party 

apparently moribund after 45 

years in power, Inkatha is 

the only remaining plausible 

alternative for thesc fearful 

whites. The killing of a white 

American student last 

Wednesday by a black mob 

chanting anti-white slogans 

will harden these prejudices. 

Mr Tarr said: ' The IFP has 

never done anything to alien- 

ate whites — it has always 

stood for frec enterprise 

Under apartheid it was 

against sanctions and the 

armed struggle. For most 

whites it is the most obvious 

and compatible party.”’ 

A reccnt opinion poll by 

Johannesburg’s Radio 702 

and the Star newspaper gave 

Inkatha the support of 27 per 

cent of whites in the central 

Witwatersrand region. Inthe 

eastern region of Natal the 

level of support is believed to 

bie higher 

To justify their support for 

inkatha, whites have to 

indulgeina considerable feat 

of selective reysoning The 

party, whose pporters are 

responsible for some of the 

worst massacres in the past 

few years, is hardly a model 

Jf democrati¢ rectitude. 

But Mr Tarr, one of three 

white MPs to have joined 

{pkatha this ycar, said: “We 

[whites] have to accept the 

reality of the new South 

Africa. Unless you have al 

party which commands sub- | 

stantial black support you | 

won't figure. We [the Demao- l 

cratic Party] were making no 

progress with blacks. 

“The legacy of apartheid is 

that whites have the ma) 

ity of political and adminis- 

trative skills. They can make 

a significant contribution.’ 

The main reason for 

katha's potential supporters 

1o hesitate is Chicf Buthelezi 

himself, a volatile politician 

who runs the Kwazulu home- 

land like a one.party stale. 

On a prominent television 
(alk-show last month he lost 

control completely and 

started ranting at his inter 

viewer. "'Buthelezi can go 2 

bit off the wall,”’ said a senior 

‘. 
! 
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New head on the block: 

Inkatha politician in Johan- 

W]t doesn't help our 

ase. 
But as South Africa stum: 

ples closer to an election — 

althoughthe provisional date 

of April 27 looks more unten- 

able by the day — in the 

drawing-rooms of Pjetermar: 

itzburg the old suspicions of 

the ANC bubble away. ] 

Last week's admission by : 
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by Richard Eilis 

Johannesburg 

  

  7 
  

SUDDENLY thc most scn- 

itive of taboos has been bro- 

ken 1n South Afnca. Black 

fsupporters of the African 

[ National Congress (ANC) are 
[ complaining that their move- 

ment, which fought 10 end 

‘whitc rule, 18 itself dominsted 

by whites, 

| White ANC figurcs pre- 

viously regarded as untouch- 

[ ablc have come under attack 

a8 black critics complain that 

oon-racialism”, the ANC's 

“most sacred tenet, has en- 

ahled white liberals 1o estab- 

[ {ish a strangiehold on the 

movement, 
Charges of “black racism” 

| are being made 8s COucs 

point out that although most 

senior positions in the ANC 

are held by blacks, behind the 

scenes it 15 & differcnt story. 

“White and Indian cxperts 

‘shape economic and constit- 

utional policies; two of the 

ANC's most visible media 

spokesmien  are white; the 

‘head of the pro-ANC trade 

I \nion movement is Indian; 

and even the ANC com- 

mission on Jand — & crucial 

" jseuc (o blacks ~ is hcaded by 

a white, - . 

The row, which goes 10 the 

heart of who will really fun 

the new South 'Africa after 

cleciions next year, was trig- 

gered by a recent televised de- 

bate on power-shanng. In- 

katha, the Zulu-dominated 

party, had a white spokes- 

man. The ANC and its smal- 

le¢ rival, the Pan-Africanist 

Congress, were represented 

by Indians. 

tondli Makhanya, & busi- 

ness journalist, was incensed 

by the absence of black Af- 

vicans as he watched. I 

thought, ‘Whose power arc 

they discussing shanng here? 

1t was so glanng.” He sat 

down and wrote an article for 

his newspaper, the white-run 

Jiberal Weekly Mail. 
Why, he asked, were §0- 

called black political move- 

ments, unions and non- 

governmental organisations 

dominated by non-blacks? 

Their strategics and policies 

werc drawn up by whites and 
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lacks turn their 
ANC'’s white elite 
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Men of influence: Nelson Mandela relies on Joe Slovo’s advice 

Jndians; even the future 

shape of South Africa was 

being determined by “people 

other than those whose lib- 

eration is being sought — 

people whosc only expencnce 

of apartheid: 1s sympathy for 

the vicims” 

He went on’ “'So immensc 

is the influence of non-blacks 

“in supposedly non-racial Org- 

anisations that 1t is said that 

no lesser a personage than 

Nelson Mandela values white 

advice higher than black 

inputtt—— 

Makhanya accused white 

ANC leaders such as Joe 

Slovo, the Communist party 

lcader, and Albie Sachs, one 

of its foremost intcliectuals, 

of deciding thc movement's 

positions in crucial negotia- ™ 

tions with the government. 

Blacks, he said, only had 

themsclves to blamc for the 

crisis, because they had been 

intelicctually lazy. ‘‘Blacks, 

fearful of tearing away at the 

vencer of hunky-dory non-ra- 

cial harmony in their organis: 

ations, have been content Lo 

do the legwork and leave the 

strategising to others 

“South Afnca,” Makhanya 

concluded, “faces ‘hiberation’ 

with a white intellcctual elite 

determining policy for the 

black majority. And with 8 

minonty elite running he 

economy, blacks will still not 

control the country where 

they are overwhelmingly in 

the majority.” 

The reaction was explos- 

ive. White lctter-writers .10 

The Weekly Mail accused 
Makhanya of being a “‘racist 

bigot” and of spouting “black 

consciousncss crap’’. But 

Makhanya was overwhelmed 
with calls from black ANC 
supporters praising him for 

being brave enough to speak 

out. At a lunch of several 
black ANC supporiérs, men- 
tion of Makhanya brought 

spontaneous applausc. They 

echoed his criticism of Sachs 
and Slovo and accused Ron- 

nie Kasrils, a white ANC 

communist who led a march 

Jast year that left 28 ANC 

tacks dead, of ““climbing 10 

the top on the bodies of black 
people™. : 

A columnist in  the 

Soweian, the biggest biack 

newspaper, praised Mak- 

hanya's forthrightness and 

warned against acccpling any 

form of “non-racialism™ that 

would entail the rejection of 
“Afncanness’. 

%] had no idca it would 

strike such a chord,” Mak- 

hanya admiticd last weck. 

“Black people had been salk- 

ing about it for a long time, 

but it had been in whispets.” 

He dismissed the criticism of 

“white leftists” in the ANC, 

saying: “Their argument 1s 

that they did not come in to 

dominatc, they camec i 10 

  

INEATHA 

anger 

make a contribution, But it's 

very hard for them to arguc 

they ar¢ dominating.” 
Carl Niehaus, one of the 

white ANC leaders singled 

out, rejected the accusatons 

fast week as “‘malicious, utier 

nonsense’”. “Thete is no truth 

that either Indians, coloureds 

or whites dominate the org- 

anisation,” he said. “All the 

senyor officers happen to be 

black.” 
But, spurred by 

Makhanya's outburst, many 

blacks are secking ways 10 

make the movement morc 

reflective of South  Africa’s 

40m strong population, 
which is 76% African, 13% 

white, 8% coloured and 3% 

jndian. : 

Many believe that liberal 

whites and Indians, who have 

spent years agilating for 

blacks, will have to be forced 

to give up their positions of 

power. “There's still 100 

much of an atitude among 

whites that ‘We know what’s 

best foryou’,” said one black 

ANC mcember. 
Blaze Nzimande, a mem- 

ber of the ANC's national 

executive, has called for & 

policy of affirmative actipn 

for *African Africans’ within 

the movement. Onc senior 

white ANC member who 

supports the iniative admit- 

ted: “It seems palling that 

when we are demanding af- 

firmative action as & policy 

for South Africa as 2 whole, 
we have not yet practised it 

fully ourselves.” 
Others, though, believe the 

fundamcntal problem lics 

within black South Africans 

themselves and the appalling 

legacy left not only by an 

abysmal apartheid education 

system, but the feclings of in- 

feriority caused by 300 years 

of white domination. “Apart- 

heid has worked in many 

ways that peoplc don’t fe- 

alise,” said Eugenc Nyathi, 

one the country's leading 

black political analysts. 

“There are many capablc 

biack thinkers out there, but 

some of them think they are 

wfeaor.” 
Makhanya ageeed. “Untl 

we start secing black people 

in government, fully in con- 

1ol of this country, it won't 
change,” he said, 
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