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Ceagte dr. Serote

Di e Federasi e van Afri kaanse Kul tuurvereniginge (FAK) is die

oor koepel ende Afri kaanse kultuurliggaamin Suid-Afrika en het h
| edetal van 3 000 geaffilieerde |igganme en sowat 28 000

i ndi vi duel e | ede.

Di e FAK beywer hom ondubbel sinnig vir die Afrikaner se taal en
kul tuur, maar wil ook graag ten nouste skakel net ander

kul tuurgroepe. Die komtee vir Interkulturele Skakeling poog

om goei e ver houdi nge net bevri ende kul tuurorgani sasi es en -groepe
bi nne- sowel as buitel ands te bevorder

Hi erdi e skrywe word aan u gerig net die doel omskakeling te
bewerk, sow0l as om die goei e gesi ndheid van die FAK oor te dra.
Ingeslote vind u h panflet waarin u nader kan kenni snmaak net die
FAK, sy werksaanhede en sy doel stellinge.

U vind ook h anptelike FAK-Verklaring van Goei e Gesi ndheid

i ngesluit.

Ons sal baie graag verneemin watter mate u organi sasi e sou

bel angstel in skakeling nmet die FAK en vir die noontlike
uitruiling van Afri kaanse | etterkunde, literatuur, rmrusiek ens.
Ons sal baie graag nmeer van u organi sasi e se wer ksaanhede ver neem
en vertrou dat ons in die toekons op h gereel de en vaste
grondsl ag nmet nekaar sal skakel

Kul t uurgroete en goei e wense
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FAK letter translation

The Federation of South African Cultural formations is an anbrella
body of Afrikaans Cultural organisations in South Africa. it boasts an
affiliation of 3000 formations with about 28 000 individual menbers.
The FAK is totally committed to the protection and pronotion of

Af ri kaner |anguage and culture but would like to establish

conmuni cation with other cultural groups at this piont in time. The
Conmittee of Intercultural Communication strives for the creation and
promoti on of good relations with other cultural organisations in South
Africa and abroad.

This letter has been witten to you with the aimof consolidating
constructive conmuni cation and relations with you. Attached is a
brochure which will provide you with a better insight of the work and
aims of the FAK

Al so included is an official FAK-Declaration of goodwll.

We woul d appreciate being informed of the manner in which your

organi sation would like to interact with FAK with respect to the
exchange of literature, nmusic and other information pertaining to

cul ture.

W will also be grateful to receive information about the work of your
organi sation so that we may, in future conmunicate with you froma
sound basi s.

Cultural greeting and wi shes!



In

DECLARATI ON OF GOODW LL BY THE FAX

view of its aimand actions to strengthen and create good
nmutual relations and co-operation with other organi zations, the
Federasi e van Afri kaanse Kul tuurvereni gi nge (FAK) decl ares:
1

30

The FAK is a cultural organization associated with a
particul ar conmunity, and accepts the existence rights of al
ot her community organi zations in our country.

The FAK al so unequivocally declares its intention: to |liaise
with other community organizations in a spirit of goodw I |
and thereby to try and find ways and neans.

% To create better know edge and under st andi ng between

the conmuniti es concerned;

% To create better mutual attitudes;

% To establish better co-operation with one another with

a viewto creating a South-Africa in which the best

interests of all people and communities will be served.
The abovenenti oned objectives are based on:

t Goodw || between individuals and conmunities in the
RSA:

t The recognition of the existence of different
identifiable communities in the RSA

t The recognition of the equality of all individuals on
the one hand, and comunities on the other

t The realization that the welfare of the RSA depends on
the peaceful co-operation and co-existence of

i ndi vi dual s and conmmuni ti es;

t The search for nore comon ideals and ains;

t The enphasis on Christian values and their

significance for peaceful co-existence in South-Africa

In order to achieve its objectives the FAK hereby confirns
its conmmtnent to co-operate in good spirit with all other
conmuni ty organizations in our country.



Draft response to FAK

11 June 1993

D5. Henno Cronje

Chief Pubicity Oficer

Federasi e van Afri kaanse Kul tuurvereni gi nge

PO Box 91050

Auckl andpar k 2006

Dear Ds Cronje

The ANC Departnent of Arts and Cul ture(DAC) hereby acknow edges the
recei pt of your letter extending a hand of goodwill to other cultura

or gani sati ons. However, while the DAC appreci ates and encourages
constructive and practical co-operation anong all progressive South
African arts and culture formations, it would like to express some
gual ns about the undertone of FAK' s differentiation according to

exi sting apartheid conmpartmental i sed communities.

Contrary to FAK, the DAC enphasises the search for human

conmonal i ties rather than differences, which al nost always lead to
conmonal ities. Furthernore, as you will see below, the DAC s mmj or
concern is the devel opnent of hitherto marginalized indegi nous culture
to an equal status as Eurocentric culture by availing resources to them
on an equitable basis. It is thus for this reason that the DAC has been in
the forefront of negotiations for denpcratic transformation with
parastatals like the Performng Arts Councils.

In other words, what is painfully lacking in the FAK declaration, is an
undertaking to contribute culturally towards the denocratisation of
South Africa, which is the main prem se on which the DAC can

establish a working relationship with FAK

Following is the historical background of the DAC which we hope wll
provide FAK with a better insight to the ainms of the Departnent of Arts
Culture. Your letter and declaration of goodwill will be referred to the
14 DAC regional cultural structures for further discussion with a view
to formul ati ng a conprehensive response to you.

The DAC was estabished in 1992. This was done, firstly, to nobilize

our cultural workers |ocaly and abroad. Secondly, as part of our poitica
progranmme, we deliberately we deliberately engaged our people in the



culture of protest and resistance agai nst apartheid, which has

mar gi nal i sed the culture of the disenfranchi sed people of South africa.
At the Culture and Resistance, Culture in South Africa and

Zabal/ aza(strive) Conferences held in Gaborone, Ansterdam and London
in 1982, 1987 and 1990 respectively, programmes and projects were
identified and initiated in consultation with the w dest spectrum of
South Africans as was possible at that juncture, when the DAC was a
prohi bi ted organi sation in South Africa. Common goals were identified
and strategies designed to initiate, encourage, facilitate and contribute
t owar ds:

" efforts for the cultural resurrection of the disenfranchised
sectors of South African society.

it cultural resistance to cultural oppression and deprivation

" the bridging of the racial divisions and antagoni sns peculiar to
South African society through cultural expression.

t the denocratic transformation of socio-cultural amenities to
equitably reflect the rich cultural diversity of South African

soci ety.

it the equitable nurturing of the rich cultural diversity of South
African society to a level which all South Africans can be

proud to share with the international comunity.

it toward the cultural emancipation of all South African wonen.

1 the discovery, as well as the devel opnent of national talent for
the enhancenent of our cultural life opening of all the cultura
treasures of nmankind to all South Africans by free exchange of
books, ideas and contact with other countries;

9 to teach the youth to love their country, their people and their
culture; to honour human brot herhood, |iberty and peace, in
accordance with Cause 7 of the Freedom Charter as adopted at

the 1955 Kl i ptown Congress of the People.

1 the pronotion of arts and culture as conciliatory, reconciliatory
and unifying factors in the evolution process of a denocratic

South Africa.



Having initiated, encouraged, facilitated and contributed toward
various endeavours ained at the denocratic transformation of the arts
and culture in South Africa and, having noted that during the col onia
and apartheid eras the arts and culture were utilised as an instrunent
of division and subjugation, the ANC Departnent of Arts and Culture
sought to unify, synchronize and co-ordinate all the current

denocrat!| sation efforts toward the formul ati on of a conprehensive, non-
sectarian, national arts and culture policy for South Africa through the
Cul ture and Devel oprment Conference.

This was a qualitative leap fromthe culture of protest and resistance
to the culture of transformation and re-construction. At this
conference we will seek to define the relationship between the State
and Culture...Throught the inplenmentation of resolutions adopted at the
Cul ture and Devel oprment Conference, the ANC DAC hopes to:

' To pronpte and protect the right of all South Africans to practice
their religions, uphold their cultures and speak | anguages of their
own choi ce.

t To cultivate a sense of national identity and pride through arts

and cul ture.

' To redress the racial, class and gender inbal ances inherent in
South African society as a result of the prompotion of

t Eurocentric arts and culture in English and Afri kaans at the
expence of indiginous and ot her disadvantaged cul tures.

t To establish arts education and training institutions and
incorporate arts and culture devel opnent and enri chnent

programes at all schools, training colleges, technicons and

uni versities

it To facilitate the inplenentation of affirmative action in the
sphere of culture, both for wonen and the underprivil eged

comunities regarding the direction and manangenent of public

funded cultural institutions.

t To pronote and protect freedom of cultural expression

it To forrmul ate strategies to address the evol ving cul ture of



illiteracy and cultural deprivation to help save "the | ost
generation"” within the disenfranchi sed conmunities of South

Africa fromthe cultural perspective

t To establish cultural centres with appropriate facilities and
resources anong the di sadvantaged commmunities in order to

pronmote all art format community |evel.

t To place culture as a conciliatory, reconciliatory, reconstructive
and devel oprent al conponent on the national agenda of
denocrati sati on.

t To recognise, protect and develop all |anguages to an equal status
in South Africa.

t To identify, pronote and protect South African cultural heritage
in such a way that it projects the positive contribution to the
bui I ding of South Africa by all her peopl es.

Yours in the Year of Votes for All!

MITUTUZELI MATSHOBA

AN DA MEDI AOFFI CER



