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~ “At first my husband and I

thought it was a police raid be-
cause of the searchlight, but
when they smashed doors and
windows he decided to flee. He
had to retreat and take cover -
under the bed when a shot .
went off just outside the door.

“He finally broke out and
fled when they doused the |
| house in petrol and the flames
| engulfed our house. I then

' icied. up my daughter Lun

ani, 18 months, and shouted for

the two sons to follow”, said

Mrs Mzobe has not seen her
husband again but had heard
that he was in hospital.

The massacre followed on
the heels of the death of eight
IFP supporters. Police have
d ; 7 arrested suspects in both inci-
o o VTR R dentsa
- THABOTHULO " IFP chairman Dr Frank
Ll M v ) Malalose visited the area_this

" DURBAN. After escapin week and a meeting of all
from her hut when it was se;  chiefs on November 1 was an
~on fire, an Umgababa woman nounced. :
_ watched helplessly through her ANC sources were not opti-
~ smoke-filled eyes as her six-  mistic about the possibility of
~ year-old son was beaten up and the IFP meeting being success- .
- tossed back into the blazing ful as previous attempts ended
inferno. B Gl thas in failure.

' Mrs Nokuthulo Mzobe’s hut —
was among dwellings at Amag- agk
cino, an area in Umgababa
su_%o'rting- the African Nation-
al Congress, raided by men al-
legedly from the neighbouring
serve.

Nine fﬁoplé died as invaders
threw lighted matches after
dousing 10 huts with petrol.
Mrs Mzobe dashed out hold-
ing her baby and shouted to her
two toddlers to follow.
Her son Nosipho, 7, now in

hospital, was stabbed with

spears after being severely
~ burnt — but escaped. -

But his six-year-old brother,
who had been sleeping in an-
other room, was stopped at the
door, assaulted and thrown
screaming back into the
flames. :

Mrs Mzobe said the horrify-
ing saga started just before
dawn when they were awak-
ened by gunfire. When they
peeped through the windows,
they found their area flooded
by a searchlight.




Natalo

B The township killing
fields of Natal are ‘‘veld
firing” into the rural ar-
eas. And this could be
the final nudge into a full-
scale civil war, says Kwa-
zulu Minister of Health
Ben Ngubane. By GRA-
HAM SPENCE, Weekend
Argus Correspondent

DURBAN — Statistics show
that 64 Inkatha Freedom
Party members, including
15 chiefs and community
leaders, have been mur-
dered in military-style O‘l.l)er'
ations during the past three
months. Angry IFP officials

have claimed that if these

victims were ANC mem-
bers, the outery would be

overwhelming. As it is, the

deaths have largely gone
unnoticed.
“We're at a critical situa-
tion,” said Dr Ngubane. “The
lice are stretched to the lim-
it and cannot protect us. Our
options are stark: either we run

for cover or we defend our-

selves. Obviously we are opting
for the latter.”

Dr Ngubane, a medical doc-
tor and one of the most re-
spected members of the Kwa-

ulu cabinet, says there is now
_overwhelming evidence that
the ANC’s military wing Umk-
honto we Sizwe (MK) is repon-
sible for the recent attacks. He
said “anyone” could deduce
that the military precision was
far too sophisticated to be the
work of radical youths or
criminals.

r—

“Qur information is that
hi%(hly mobile, highly efficient
MK members, dressed in SADF
or police uniforms, are bused
in from the Transkei. The
move quickly, digging up hid-

den arms caches, killing com-

munity leaders and whoever
else is in the way, bury their
guns again, and then flee back
across the border. Whenever
arrests have been made, those
convicted have almost all
claimed to be ANC members.
Also the SADFB"ﬂa;pparently has
evidence that MK is being inte-

rated into and trained by the

ranskei Defence Force, at
South African taxpayers’ ex-

nse. This was e , albeit:
in an obtuse way, by the New
Nation newspaper which is
hardly sympathetic to the
IFP.” ;

Dr Ngubane said they were
organising vulnerable IFP
communities into self defence
units, which would be activated
in the event of an attack. He
said this would be purely for
defence, not for counter-at-
tacks. ;

“Sadly, our ple have little
trust in the police anymore. We
do not want to break the law,
but it may come to the time

‘when we have no option.”

Asked if he foresaw a situa- |
tion where peasants armed
with sticks and spears would
be defending their families
against AK gunmen, Dr Ngu-
bane said that was “already

-w“ngﬂ.

qu

rudderless and this is where
the ANC will try to step in and
wrest control.

“But the miracle is that even
where people have been terror-
ised, there has been no loss of
support for the IFP.

“The ANC say they will win
at the ballot box in Natal/Kwa-
Zulu. Why then are they killing
our people? They would not
have to if they truly believed
they would win.”

He said this was one of the
prime reasons for the IFP de-
mand that MK be disbanded.
“Natal Midlands ANC leader

Reggie Hadebe says if MK
were disbanded they would be-
come ‘loose cannons’, instead of
operating within ANC struc-
tures. Consequently we must
assume that the recent massa-
cres of IFP leaders are on
ANC orders.” ;

However, Dr Ngubane said
their information was that the
alleged ANC offensive had
backfired, and “done more re-
cruitment” for the IFP than
they had managed to do them-
selves recently. i

“The difference between the
IFP and the ANC is that we op-
erate on the ground. Our
branch leaders live with their

communities, they share in:
their sufferings. We do not
have an elitist group, like the
ANC leaders who live in
wealthy suburbs. This may be
detrimental to us in wester-
nised propaganda, but we are a
roots party. And we are pre-
ared to contest this through
he ballot box.”

I3;011 kill community lead-
. ers, that community becomes

Regard_ing accusations of
IFP “ethnicity” as a Zulu par-
ty, Dr Ngubane said the ANC
was in itself ethnically based.
“In their map of a new South
Africa they
Xhosaland which they call Kei.
Their poets write about it,
there are songs aboutit — it’s

basically their homeland. They
mustn’t come and play 1games.
with the IFP about this. If any-
thing, with their vicious at-
tacks on KwaZulu, they have
done more to foster ethnicity
than any other party.

“That’s why they’re targeting
KwaZulu. The British said last
century that when they defeat-
ed the Zulus, they would win
South Africa. The ANC believes
the same, but it’s not going to
happen.”

However, he said although
South Africa was already in-
volved in a low-intensity civil
war, he did not believe this

would escalate into a full
blooded conflict. “We are work-
ing day and night to prevent
this. I don’t think that the rest
of the world will allow it to

happen.”

. What then is the bottom line
for Peace?

“The ANC must realise it is
not the sole spokesman for op-
pressed South Africans. Once
they acknowledge this, we will
be able to talk and work with
them. 1

“Also the ANC cannot persist
with their concept of central-
ism. KwaZulu/Natal will sim-

ve drawn up a

ply not accept it: there is ‘no
doubt that federalism is the so-
lution in a diverse country such
as ours.”

“I also believe that when
people, particularly those at
the frontline of violence, are
persuaded that there actually
are prospects for genuine
peace with a revitalised econo-
my, more jobs, more schools
and homes and a chance for a
better life, the hatchet on both
sides will be buried.

“Qur people are indeed in-
tensely angry. But they are
also sick and tired of burying
their loved ones.”

WEEKENL fiRGUS 2=~

foce L

nife—ed €

10 ~ Cf‘)_




=% PLG6us 25-/0- 92
IS was the parliamentary session the NP will t

necessary, nobody wanted i ]
BREIER of the Wgekend et hacydama

ry to forget as soon as possible. It was not

N ged party morale.
Argus Political Staff look bac)l: on evgnfs? i v

De

OR President De

Klerk the short ses-

sion of parliament
rras one unmitigated disas-
er.

His fellow-Nationalists are now
rapidly losing confidence in him
as he limps from one crisis to an-
other.

Nat MPs returning home after the
disastrous session privately ex-
pressed their %'owing unhappiness at
the way the De Klerk government
was floundering against the African
National Congress. De Klerk is being
seen increasingg as a lame duck
president losing the will to govern.

When he announced the session he
hoped to place pressure on the ANC.
The idea was that they would be
pushed into reaching early agree-
ment on a range of measures which
would make transitional arrange-
ments possible later this year.

But the ANC would not play. As a
result the short session became even
shorter. That legislation was not
even produced and parliament was
aiijourned two days ahead of sched-
ule.

i
a disase >

In a defensive speech, Mr De Klerk
turned on his critics in parliament
and said there was a need to talk out
the issues, that the people could not
be silenced and that MPs — as their
representatives — had a right to be
there.

. But his critics point to the fact
that he had just wound up the con-
gress season, addressing NP audi-

ences in Durban, Kempton Park,
East London and Bloemfontein. The
people had received every chance to
talk out those issues.

Once committed to the session, Mr
De Klerk had no alternative but to
ﬁress ahead. A cancellation would

ave been regarded as an admission
that the NP had blundered in trying
to put the heat on the ANC.

Parliament, with two exceptions,
was faced with a mini programme of
inconsequential legislation. Both ex-
ceptions caused the government
great embarrassment.

The Constitution Amendment Bill
failed to go through the first time be-

| cause the NP-controlled House of

Representatives did not provide the
requisite majority when it was put to
the vote. Government had to intro-
dm the measure a second time this
week.

er!

The normally well-oiled Nat ma-
chine ground fo a halt again when
the controversial Further Indemnity
Bill failed to pass through the House
of Delegates. Now Mr De Klerk has

had to refer it to the President’s,

Council in the face of opposition in
his own caucus. ;

The party ends the session more

rattled than when it started. Nat
MPs hold that the “Record of Under-
standing” ratified by Mr De Klerk
and ANC leader Nelson Mandela at
their summit on September 25 left
the grassroots as well as MPs feeling
out of step withithe leadership.

The session provided Mr De Klerk
with the opportunity to stiffen the
troops. He did so in caucus meetings.
In his speeches in Parliament it was

clear he was talking to nobody more
than to his constituency.

NP MPs are now claiming they
have a clear indication of party
strategy and direction. Once again

'they feel part of a family, they say,
" and will be able to explain to restive
NP members just what De Klerk,

seems to be getting up to. ;

But in spite of that assertion, there
is absolutely no good news to re ort.
The session cost millions and ittle
was achieved. The NP also had the
unusual experience of failing to pass
two bills.

As the Nat MPs left for home, or
for overseas trips as members of
study groups, they did not go as win-
ners. e i

CP leader Dr Andries Treurnicht
twisted the knife when he said events
at parliament showed the NP had be-
come isolated and weak.

“The tables have been turned on
the NP. The collapse of Codesa and
the federalism talks, the non-appear-
ance of interim government legisla-
tion, the failure of the Amnesty ]?..111
and the rumours of deep disquiet
among NP MPs and ran and file
supporters have illustrated the NPs
weakness and obvious obeisance to
the ANC. |

“In terms of the Record of Under-
standing co-signed with the ANC, the
governiment was clearly desperate to
pass the indemnity legislation. Its
toying with parliament and the con-
sequent waste of taxpayers’ money
has sullied this cotntry’s proud par-
liamentary traditions.”

It is being seen as yet another’de-

lIine




are blaming Mr Kobie Coetsee

for the defeat of the Further
Indemnity Bill in parliament and
President De Klerk’s subsequent hu-
miliation in being forced to put the
measure to the President’s Council.

The Bill will be passed by the
overwhelming NP majority in the
PC, but not even his party wants the
legislation in its present form. Mr De
Klerk has already given notice that
amended legislation will be intro-
duced next year.

It is also likely that the amended
legislation would have been approved
in parliament if it had been made
available for discussion at standing
committee level in time. :

NP sources note that Mr Coetsee’s
department now has a record of pro-
ducing legislation in the final days of
parliament, as shown in the past
three sessions. As a result, some of it
failed and other Bills had to be post-
‘poned. ; -

SOURCES in the National Party

One NP source said: “What hap-
pened this week has caused unneces- |

sary criticism of the party.

© “If the legislation had been handled

the way it should have been handled,

pRGUS LS ~10 - 92

B Justice Minister Kobie C
Nationalist anger because of
handled the controv :sia! i

MacLENNAN reports.

then this could have been avoided.

“Minister Coetsee is competent in ik |

that he has a good legal brain, but he

has shown lack of concentration. This

has caused a strong sense of irrita-
tion and frustration in the party.

“The Bill could have been debated
‘much earlier withgigget;_the unholy
een experienc:

pressure we have b
ing.” A
The measure, described by the
Democratic Party’s Mr Tony Leon as
a “charter for crooks, criminals and

assassins”, enables :%1&_- government
not covered in

earlier agreements with the ANCand |  whert
| tion in the House of Delegates would

to indemnify those

is seen as an at E{ the govern- |
etly the crimes

ment to sanction e
of those involved in State dirty
tricks. G '

Legal advisers worked what one Sk

MP described as “barbarie hours™ ir
pre[;laring about 25 amendments in
the hope these would make the le
lation acceptable.

! é!ﬁ.‘hburs”,g 1

oetsee is

sure.

N,
4

he focus of
the ham-handed way he

ndemnity legislation. JOHN

. Mr Leon said: “The secret ‘Star

~ Chamber’ created by this Bill is sim-
ply the precursor to fully fledged Nu-

- remberg trials in a future South
‘Africa. I predict that if today’s Bill is

~ passed, we will be inviting a victor’s
retribution on the electorally van- ’

- quished in the new South Africa.”

~ The ANC has rejected the mea-

[

Mr Coetsee went to extraordinary

lengths to get the Bill passed. The
NP was. assured of getting the Bill
- through b
~ and the House of Representatives,

both the House of Assembly
‘where it has majorities. But opposi-

mean that the legislation would fail.
There was division in the HoD’s

 ruling Solidarity Party on the Bill.
' The opposition National People’s -
- Party wds

rty was hot in pri ’gle opposed to
it, but .only to tlll)e in which it
was introduced. :

Mr Coetsee then tried to sway

> for ¢ defeat

them when he addressed members of
both parties together for nearly two
hours on Wednesday night. Ty
He said the Bill was only an exten-

i

sion of an understanding reached
previously with the ANC and wa%g,i
to know why the HoD — which has '
supported the government in the past’

- — was not willing to do so now.

What he did now know was that
ANC leader Mr Nelson Mandela ha ?
called Solidarity leader Dr J N
Reddy on Monday and asked him to
reject the Bill. It is not known wheth-
er he called NPP leader Mr Ami-
chand Rajbansi as well.

But Mr Coetsee was rebuffed and
the NP then started white-anting
both parties. :

NP sources said they received as-
surances from members of both the
NPP and Solidarity that they would .
help get the Bill passed b absenting
themselves during the vote, abstain-

. ing or voting ‘yes’.

" In the end the behind-the-scenes

‘manoeuvre failed, but the vote was

close: 17 noes, 10 ayes and four ab-

. stentions. Fourteen MPs were also

absent when the vote was taken.
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~Nats to momr

for Delegates
~control after
Bill deféat ‘

~ JOHN MacLENNAN
- Weekend Argus Political éﬁaﬂ

" I\ T ATIONALISTS ar set to
over control of t

e House f‘
Delegates fﬂll(:wiﬁﬁ their hu-
‘miliating gj rllamentary efeat this
- week over er In-
~demnity Bill.

~ The loss is bemg seeﬂ asa \rlctory fm
 ANC leader Nelson Mandela over
- dent De Klerk.
~ The NP was assured majomws in
" both the House of Assemt:ll{ehnd the
House of Representatives.

the Bill therefore depended entirely on a
Yes vote in the House of Delegates but
_ ‘Mandela’s intervention in calls to
' Solidarity leader Dr J N Reddy

it was rejected.

' Now Mr De Klerk has been forced to

take the humiliating route of pushing
the measure through the President’
- Council.

But he has decided he will not be '

‘thwarted again by a House which he
¥arded as an ally and has now given

ng awaited Ige ahead for ‘the NP to
take over the 3 ]
The NP is confldent It can easﬂsr mus-
%gr the 23 d:fecumgs u'h needstal lto dbecomeM
e majori arty. Na eader Mr
Jﬂgrd'etg

George has had talks about the

Iuture of at least 18 MPa who want to
join the NP.

Among them is National People’s

Party leader Mr Amichand Rajbansi as

~ well as the four members of the Minis-

for Mr Rajbansi in the NP. The poss1bil-
ity of his membership was aj 2ntly
discussed in committee. An source
~said: “Ninety percent of the committee
_ said if he was allowed to join then they,
would leave.”

The extraordmary tussle for influence
between the ANC and the NP in parlia-
ment this week surfaced when the con-
troversial Further Indemnity Bill ran
into trouble in standing committee.

At that stage the NPP was not in
{)l‘llltlple opposed to the Bill but only to

he rush in which it was being intro-
duced. There was also a division in Soli-
darity.

Justice Minister Kobie Coetsee then
tried to sway them when he addressed
members of both parties together for
nearly two hours on Wednesday night.

‘He said the Bill was only an extension
of an understanding reached previously
with the ANC and wanted to ﬁnow why
the Delegates — which has slavnshly .
supported the government in the past —
was not willing to do so now. -

What he did not know was that Mr
Mandela had called Mr Reddy on Mon-

~day and asked him to reject the Bill.

Mr Coetsee was rebuffed and the NP

~ then started white-anting both parties.

NP sources said they received assur-
ances from members of both the NPP

- and Solidarity that they would help in

etting the Bill passed by absentin
fhemsglves during the votg:, abstammg
or voting yes.

In the end the behind-the-scenes ma-

- noeuvre failed, but the vote was peril-

ously close: 17 no-votes, 10 ayes and four
abstentions. Fourteen MPs were also
absent when the vote was taken.

The abstentions came from the four

~ ministers in the House — Messrs Reddy,
- PI Devan, Baldeo Dookie and Kisten
_ RaJoo — who were clearl

trying to
go ease both the ANC and the NP. But
lidarity’s chief whip later rose with
the transparent excuse that the four had
not understood the electronic voting sys-
tem and their abstentions are now re-
flected in the minutes as no votes.

NP sources said Mr De Klerk wants
no more embarrassments in the House
of Delegates and has therefore approved
a takeover. This is likely to occur at the

~ start of the session next year.

Until now the NP has resisted them
on board because they formed part of
the NP alliance at esa and had equal
salir with the main players But theqN

1 be willing to sacrifice this because
their clout will be much diminished in
the more streamlined forum which is

likely to replace Codesa.
~ ter’s Council. But there will be no home :
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'f ®ANC leader Nelson Mandela has infuriated many
' people in Britain by expressing support for the IRA’s
1 "anti-coloniaﬁsm” .campaign. JEREMY BROOKS of

" the Weekend Argus Bureau in London reports . . -

andela sparks

ANC leader backs IRA — as bombs rock London

N o Rlithel in Geldof: But ... ' He added that once the South Afri- Mr Mandela replied: “That is the
];1?0“[30? Oli?ilé:ﬁe r%igg%{)élg Mandela (waving his finger): Just ~can government banned the ANC, all oint. Everyone is looking at you to

£ h d, jisten! The IRA is conducting a strug- channels which people could use to find out which of the boys is the brav-
Nelson Mandela ¢ atted in gle for self-assertion. They do not  deal with their political grievances ost. You must stay absolutely un-

s

e

Britain about life, love, music  want Britain, a foreign country, to run were closed. moved.”
3 . and the Irish I}epubhcan a colony. “They surely never expected us to Geldof remarked: “I wouldn't like to
4 Army’s moral standing. Geldof: But the majority of people fold our arms. They must have rea- be at the end of the line. The blade
. As the ANC leader spoke of his sup- tt‘:ere &“ Northern Ireland) do want hsec}dttllatko?ce ?he weret hcl(tl)s’.edf we  must be blunt by thente o
rt for the group and its “struggle em there. would look 1or other methods of as- Ge o _
Ia‘:gznins.t colonialism”, the 13th bomb in Mandela: Yes ... serting ourselves. mwnlﬁisf?r;ﬂng e?iI ;t;eﬁlrmlg{?:gga
a terror campaign running up to- Geldof: They get to vote every four But it was on circumcision that Mr listed his musical interests: Bach,
wards Christmas exploded in a Lon- years. Mandela had a flushed Geldof sitting Handel — and Abba. 1t was like drop-
j don pub, killmg one person and injur- fM_aml:ila-. 'glherde is at 1§r1ge numgei on tlf1e edbﬁe of élis chair, shiitling un- ping a bomb on the studio.
1 ing several of people who do not believe wha comfortably an crossing his legs. “ . »
3 Politicians expressed outrage at Mr we're saying. Nevertheless, we are Mr Mandela described how he was aSkEc?uwﬁituaﬂgzéﬁgné\@;o?w Gg}g‘?:
i Mandela’s comments. convinced that what we are saying is taken up into the mountains for three plown it. 1 was ‘ust. ett‘iny T
- Elsewhere, millions of pale British correct, We don’t want any form of  weeks with other boys of his tribe. pressed » ) g g
men ditched their cornflakes and colonialism. They were made to kneel naked, with P : el :
crossed their legs. Mr Mandela had Geldof: I don't agree ... a blanket laid on the ground between Mr Mandela said his first marriage
warmed to another theme — circum- Mandela: Wherever colonialism is their knees. had _iallen apart because of oppostion
cision. found, we support those who fight it. Mr Mandela, as the son of 2 chief Dy his wife, a devout Seventh Day Ad-
The bizarre interview with pop star  People should have self-expression. and part of a royal house, had the son ventist, to politics.
Bob Geldof, filmed morg than a  Geldof: 1 come tromn, the southijof 7 of aicommoner next to him. The IRA discussion provoked a roar
month ago, was screened daily in  ireland and I can’t accept your analy- «The circumcision expert will come from rightwing politicians. Tory Mr
short se :_nents on the recently sis. round with a sharp asse ai. The com- Nicholas Winterton said_he was ap-
launched Big Breakfast TV Show. Geldof said he could not accept any moner must be cut first. If the assegai palled: “It shows how naive Mr Man-
The singer tackled Mr Mandela on  campaign of violence in which “inno- 18 poisoned, or pewitched, then he will dela really 1s.
ANC support of the IRA. The warm  cen » ° ordinary civilians — would die first. «Mr Geldof has identified his igno-
rapport quickly frosted. be killed. “He catches your foreskin, cutting rance. I don’t think any rational per-
] Geldof: When you cameé out of jail, Mr Mandela replied: “In any “econ- in @ two-way motion, this way anﬁ son could su_pport terrorism, perticu-
some of the things you said seemed flict civilians must be hit by crossfire. that {demonstrating).” larly when it is completely mindless
1 slightly naive ... endorsing people That has happened throughout history. Geldof, fanning his face with his and kills innocent people.” g
] like the IRA. : 1t is sufficient that we sought to avoid  notes and glancing at the cameramar, - " Mr Winston Churchill, MP, added:
Mandela: The enemies of Europe it and that by and large we succeed-  asked: “Did you seream? Didn't it hurt  “Itis quite clear Mr Mandela has nev-
are not my enemies. : ed.” i er been to Ulster.”




—

?& @"J’i T

ODE KLERK
Has he lost the will to govern?

feat for the Nats at the hands of the
ANC. Nat MPs are convinced that
~ Mr De Klerk suffered a similar de-
feat at last month’s summit with Mr
Mandela. : ! el
Mr De Klerk tried to rally his
forces -throug: hardline ANC-bashing
speeches at the recent Cape Nat con-
- gress and the opening of parliament.
This was after intense criticism in
closed Nat meetings which emerged
into the at the congress and in a
highly critical article in the official
Nat Cape organ, Die Burger. |
But after the government’s inept
display in the short session, worried
Nat MPs have gone home voicing
- even less confidence in Mr De
- ﬁll%k’s ability to stand up to the

The government bungled the Con-
stitution Amendment Bill, at first
failing to achieve the required ma-
jority. Then the Indian house vetoed
the Indemnity Bill. :

Mr De Klerk, apparently under
pressure from the security establish-
ment, is trying to force the bill
through the ¥’re&| sident’s Council.

Democratic Party Houghton MP
Mr Tony Leon, who has favoured
closer contact with the NP, said‘he
was worried at Mr De Klerk’s ide
cline. ' i
- “The thing that worries me about

Mr De Klerk is that he is paying the
costs of any reformist of a profound-
ly authoritarian structure. He is try-
._inngto chanﬁe the state in mid-course.
story is littered with examples of
men like him — Kerensky and Gor-
bachev in Russia, and now De
Klerk” . ' ; ;
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ROM THE KILLING FIELDS: Violence in Natal is spreading like a veld
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H In taking the first tentative steps this
week to exorclse the ghosts of its
brutal detentlon camps, the ANC left
-morel questlons hanging In the alr
than were answered by the report of
Its Investigative commission. '

BRENDAN SEERY, Weekend Argus Reporter

NAMES of ANC members implicated in
torture and brutalities at camps in Ango-
la and elsewhere have been forwarded to
Nelson Mandela, but the organisation
says it will not makes the names public
until those accused have had a chance lo
defend themselves.

However, from the accounts of former ANC de-
‘talnees, from the ANC's own reporl and from evi-

las Commisslon of Inquiry set up by the
International Freedom Foundatlon, Weekend Ar-

clals who may possibly stand accused:

M Mzwandile “Mzwal" Piliso, an ex-communist,
ran the ANC's securlty department at the lime of
the worst excesses In the late 1970s and early
19803, Durlng this Lime scores, Il nol hundreds, of
delainces were brulalised, and even killed in the
notorlous Quairo camp In northern Angola., -

Mr Plllso, who headed the feared securily spe-
clal force, Mbokodo, admitted to the ANC commis-
slon that he had been present when suspected as-
sassinatlon plotters were Interrogated in 1981,

He Is singled out repealedly by former prisoners
as belng responsible [or the excesses of the securi-
Ly department al Quatro and elsewhere,

Now efleclively sidelined in the leadership, Mr
Plliso was relleved of his security job In 1985 fol-
lowing Lhe Investigation and reporl of the ANC's
Sluart Commission Inlo the ecauses and effects of
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dence glven by ANC dissidents given Lo the Doug- -

Fus has pleced together a list of names of ANC of- -
i

stand ,d? =

MODISE ...
“at Interrogallons"

0O ALFRED NZO ...
“saw Quatro"

the 1984 mutiny. He is now In the organisation's
manpower department,

N Andrew Masondo, 2 former Robben Island
prisoner who Is now the ANC's Chief Representa-
tive in Uganda, In the mid-1980s he was the organi-
salion's Natlonal Political Commissar.

Accused of Involvement In the running of Qua-
tro, Mr Masondo Is seen by many former camp in-
males as the man who ordered delentions, lortures
and execulions and imposed the unflaggingly cruel
way of life In the prison camps,

M Joe Modise, head of the ANC's armed wing,
Umkhonto we Sizwe, Evidence from a number of

. former delainees places Mr Modise and his wife at

Interrogations of dissldents, and also confirms that
he was a regular visitor to Quatro, .
M Chris 1lanl, MK Chief of Staff, and Ollver
Tambo ANC president are sald lo have vislled
Quatro. Mr Ilani was apparently appalled by con-
ditions at Qualro and tried to have them changed,
® One former delalnee also clalins SA Commu-
nist Parly stalwart and former MK Chiefl of Spe-
clal Operations Joe Slovo visited Qualre on one oc-

casion — allegedly al night.

M Former ANC secl'etari.r gene!‘al Allred Nzo

and the lale SACP leader Moses Ma[hhlda, also vis- .

Ited Quatro. “

M Peter Seelso, Regional Chlef of'Staff In MK In
Angola; Natlonal Executive Commiltee and Securi-
tﬁ epariment direclorate member John Mot-
shabl; and ANC representatiVe In Tanzania Redd
Mazimbu are accused of belng at a firing squad
executlon, . 2

M Livingstone. Gaza, commander at. Quibaxe..

camp, allegedly ordered two desperately ill prison-
ers lo be “finished off®, . .

M Thaml Zulu — otherwlse known as Muzl
Ngwenya — ran Camalundl camp In the Malanje

i I:rovince of Angola at the time dissident Oupa Mo-.

ol was beaten lo death during Interrogatlon. Ironi-
cally, Zulu himself died later of suspected polson-
Ing alter being held in custody for 14 months by
the ANC's security depariment,

M Morrls Seabelo, a Soviel-tralned Intelligence
officer, was one-time commander of Quatro and
ordered many assaulls. He died in Lesotho In 1985
In circumstances as yet not Tully explained.

M The head of the ANC's Inlelligence Depart-
menl, Slzakhele Sigxashe,was present with Mr
Seabelo In a mllitary trlanal' which summarily
ordered Lhe execulions of mutlneers at"l?ﬂngo
camp In Angola-In May 1984."; /. /1.

M Slzwe Mkhonlo, tralned at lhcfﬂmcow Party
Institute, Was also a brutal. Quatrg camp com-

mander, He Is belleved lo now be‘with the ANC's

security department in the.PWV reglon.

M Africa lkwe, tralned by Lhe Soviets as an In-
telligence officer, was a senlor commander and
commissar at Quatro, Ile was allegedly Involved

in ordering abuse and assaulls, Also belleved to be -

serving In the ANC's PWV security department.

B Dan Mashigo, Quatro’s Chief of Slaff, who al-
legedly ordered [loggings so severe thal al least
one of the viclims died,

M “Jomo", reporledly known as J B Mavuso and
who Is now a securlty guard for Mr Mandela, al-
legedly beat Inmates ‘wilh electrlcal cable.

. Hanl — a veteran of

BRENDAN SEERY
‘Woeekend Argus Reporter

QUATRO was set uf In 1979 as a
“re-education" facil lﬁ lor people
In danger of losing their way in

- the struggle. It quickly devel-

oped Into a brutal detenlion cen-
tre run by heartless young
guards flercely loyal lo thelr su-
perlors In the ANC's securlly de-
parlment, known as Mbokodo.

Its first Inmates were largely
Umkhonto we Sizwe (MK) guer-
rillas, who had been too outspo-
ken about whal they perceived
to be a lack of direction from
the military leadership and al-
leged corruption within senlor
ANC ranks. Rumours of diamond
smuggling, car theft and drug

* running were rife in the organi-

satlon's ranks In the late 1970s,

The securlty department's
crackdown on dissenters was lo;
grow laler Into what MK Chiel
of Staff Mr Chris Hanl himself
described as an “atmosphere of
fear and }nranoia" about the
presence of South Alrlcan agents
and Infiltrators, There Is no
doubt that South Africa's Intelll-
gence and milltary communities
did manage (o penetrate deeply
Into the ANC's ranks — in some
cases probably up to very high
levels. 7

The treatment of dissidents at
Quatro soon filtered back to MK
guerrillas In Angolan rural
camps, who were ecoming In-
creasingly disillusloned from the
.carly 1980s onwards,

In Augusl 1983, a full MK bri-
ade under the command of Mr
revious
MK operations — was deployed
alongside the MPLA lo drive Un-
ita out of Angola’s Malanje prov-
Ince. After Initlal successes, dur-
Ing which the MK [fighters
Impressed Soviel officers at-
tached lo the MPLA, the Soulh
Africans began to take casual-
tles In Unita ambushes,

More and more of the MK
cadres began Lo speak out aboul -

Ghosts of
Quatro
and the
Viana
revolt

M Quatro and Viana are
names many In the ANC

leadership would like to -

forget, symbollsing as:
they do the - :

organisation's dark past.

thelr role against Unita, de-

manding of their leaders thal.

thef be dePloyed flghting “the
real enemy” Inslde South Africa.

There was also strong critl-
clsm of the allegedly “easy” life-
style of some of the top leaders,
chlef amonﬁ them being MK

ler Mr Joe Modl

Things came to a head In Jan-
uary 1984, when guerrillas at
Kangandala in Malange province
began firing thelr weapons into
the sky as a sign of protest. Mr
Hanl met the prolesters bul the
then president of the ANC, Mr
Ollver Tambo, refused to do so.

Demands put forward to Mr
Hanl Included the disbanding of

the security department, the dis- Q

mantling of Quatro, There were
also demands thal more ellorls
should be made lo pursue the
war Inslde South Africa, " .
The following month, Febru-
ary 1984, disgruntled cadres
from all over Malanje province
headed for Luanda Lo make their
demands plain to the ANC lead-
ership. Some accounls say lhat
as many of 90 percent of the

T
ANC's fighters In Ma mlc-we—re
on the side of the dlssidap|d.

They congregaled at''Wlana
camp, on the oulskirls of the
clty, and made some forays Into
Luanda to caplure ANC “senior
officlals to come and talk to the
dissidents. -

Other ANC members from' the
organisation’s offices In the city

‘wenl to join the mulineers. One

account says Mr Hanl appeared

- on the side of the loyallsts, firing

at those who were irying lo Joln
the mutineers.

Mr Modise was refused entry

- to Viana when he attempted to

negotlale, but later Mr Hanl was
given a list of demands, includ-
ing one for a natlonal consulta-
Live conference, the last of which
had been held in 1969. ,

The ANC helrarchy then en-
listed the help of the Angolans

-and the Presidentlal -Brigade In- - -

Luanda was deployed Lo encircle
Viana. There was an exchange of
fire In which at least one Ango-
lan and one MK man were
killed. An Angolan armoured
personnel carrier was sel ablaze
during a hit from an RPG-7
rockel, ' 0

Evenlually, many of the rebels
handed over thelr weapons to
the Angolans alter belng assured
that the ANC's security men
would likewlse be disarmed. But
the securily men were not and,
with the Angolans standing by,
the ANC leadership resumed
control, They ordered (hose con-
sldered as ringleaders Lo be tak-
en away, For many this meant
up Lo nine months in Luanda
central prison and then years In
uatro. e 4=

The Viana mutlny was minor
In terms of bloodshed, but It cut
to the core of the ANC. On the
one hand, vengeance was exact-
ed on those percelved Lo have
been Involved, while on the olh-
er, thelr complainls were what
probably led Lo the hasly calling

of the 1985 Consultative Confer-]__

ence In Kabwe, Zambia.

Wil
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By MONWABISI
NOMADOLO

THE ANC’s recently released
commission report on “stagger-
ing brutalities” in its detention
camps has drawn widespread re-
action.

The report is likely to feature
prominently in any- future elec-
tions and has put pressure on the
government to “hang its dirty
linen in public”.

ANC president Nelson Man-
dela said this week the organisa-
tion accepted “collective respon-
sibility” for the abuses.

Peter Vale, director of the
Centre for Southern African
Studies at the University of the

Western Cape, said while it was
good for the ANC to have insti-
tuted investigations, it now put
pressure on the government to
follow suit.

Vale added that the ANC’s
initiative set an “important pre-
cedent”.

“In a way the ANC is saying

to the government ‘If we can do

it, why can’t you?,” Vale said.

The conservative US-based
International Freedom Founda-
tion said in a statement: “When
elections are held in the not-too-
distant future, the names of indi-
viduals directly involved in se-
vere human rights transgressions
may well appear on ANC elec-

Pressure on govt as ANC admits brutali

tion lists.” P B /'f' 2] / 72 However, he said it was “un-

Wits University political stud-
ies lecturer, Dr Philip Frankel,
agreed that the report placed
pressure on the government to
rid itself of allegations of atroc-
ities.

It was good for the leadership
to accept “collective responsi-
bilty”, said Jill Wentzel of the
South African Institute of Race
Relations.

L]

Former Quatro inmate and
leader of the Returned Exiled
Co-Ordinating Committee,
Mwezi Twala, said he was re-
lieved that the organisation had
finally accepted that widespread
tortures had taken place.

fair” that innocent. men like
Walter Sisulu and Nelson Man-
dela — whom he described as
men of integrity — had to assume
responsibility for acts they never
committed,

Twala vowed that he would
not rest until those involved in
atrocities were purged” from
the organisation. !

In a statement, Azapo said
though it was aware that there
were infiltrations into liberation
movements by the “white settler
colonialist regime®, the organisa-
tion did not believe the ANC
should use that as “, . . an excuse
for brutal actions against inno-
cent people”.

‘I'll sue
Hani’ )

ANC dissident Mwezi
Twala announced that he
intends instituting a civil
claim for defamation
against SACP secretary-
general Chris Hani.

Twala, leader of the
Returned Exiles Co-or-
dinating Committee, said
his claims of massive tor-
ture in ANC detention
camps had been vindicat-
ed.

He said Hani had ac-
cused him of “stealing
blankets in Mozambique”
and had implicated him
in the killing of ANC mu-
tineers in 1984,

ikl
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By QUINTON RHODES

HE ANC’s report of
the commission of
inquiry into abuses

of power reads in a de-
pressingly familiar way.

Brutality and the stu-
pidity of unbridled power
mixed in more or less
equal measure; depriva-
tion of food and sleep;
long periods in the hell of
solitary confinement; de-
tention for periods of up
to four years without ever
resulting in a trial; ex-
tended tortures; confes-
sions extracted by torture
including suffocation of
the victims, burying them
alive, hanging them up-
side down and beating the
soles of their feet and
burning them with can-
dles.

But mainly the report
lists a bread-and-butter
brutality of often unpro-
voked beatings which just
go on and on,

It reads pretty much
like the news on any given
day in past decades. Only
this time the shoe is on
the other foot: this is a
report commissioned by
the ANC into allegations
of torture within ANC

. prison camps. The tortur-

ers are not the security
police but ANC cadres
and the victims not those
suspected of furthering
the aims of the ANC, but
those within the ranks
suspected of furthering
the.aims of the apartheid
State.

The irony is inescap-
able. But there is a differ-
ence: The report of the
“Commission of Enquiry
into Complaints by For-
mer African National
Congress Prisoners and
Detainees” was commis-
sioned by the organisation
itself.

‘And, though respond-

| ing to public concern - it
\is:in part an exercise in
damage control - it does
not read as a cover-up of
the order we have come to
expect from government-,
appointed commissions; it
finds the organisation
guilty as charged.

At least within its own

terms of reference, the re-
port — prepared by advo-
cates Louis Skweyiya and
Gilbert Marcus and ANC
functionary Bridget Ma-
bandla with evidence pre-
sented by an independent

lawyer - few
punches.

Prompted by allega-
tions made by a group of
32 former ANC detain-
ees, who later constituted
themselves as the fiercely
anti-ANC Returned Ex-
iles Committee under the
patronage of Inkatha and
the leadership of suspect-
ed police agent Patrick
Hlongwane, the commis-
sion invited both loyal
ANC members and dissi-
dents to present evidence
of abuses in detention.

While the REC refused
officially to participate in
what it labelled a “tame
commission”, the evi-
dence of 11 of its mem-
bers, as well as that of five
serving ANC members
and various members of
the ANC’s leadership
corps, was heard.

Largely because of the
consistency of evidence
presented before it, the
commission was left in no
doubt at all that the sub-
stance of the allegations
were true. It found unam-
biguously that serious vio-
lations routinely took
place in the prison camps
despite the ANC’s com-
mitment to the Geneva
Convention and its own
code of conduct — which
specifies that detention
should aim at re-educa-
tion rather than punish-
ment.

The code also states
that torture should never
be practised, that life and
limb should at all times
be respected, and that the
principles of justice
should at all times guide

pulls

ANC members’ conduct.

Yet the picture which
emerges of the ANC’s
specially constituted
Quatro camp - set up to
house those suspected of
being agents of the SA
regime — is of a place of
unrelenting and unre-
deemed horror.

Food was inadequate,
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medical care almost non-
existent, prisoners were
sometimes allowed to
wash both their bodies
and their bedding (in the
same water) only at six-
monthly intervals. Prison-
ers were systematically
dehumanised by being al-
located names like “Mon-
key”’ “Pig”’ “Goat” and
“le".

They were forced to.do
hard and debilitating la-
bour. They were kept in
detention without ever be-
ing tried for periods of
sometimes two to four
years. And they were as-
saulted and physically
abused more or less all
the time.

Among the most noto-
rious of the tortures was
one known as “the gas-

the ANC’s camps.

—Names of those implicated

THE Weekly Mail this week published a list of
names of people it said were involved in abuses in

B Mzwandile “Mzwai” Piliso, NEC member until
last year, head of the security department until
1985, and now head of manpower;

B Andrew Masondo, NEC member and SACP
central committee member until 1985, now chief
.prescntative in Uganda;

Thami Zulu (Muzi Ngwenya), former command-
er of Camalundi camp and MK head in Swaziland.
He was detained from 1988-9 and died of suspected

isoning soon after his release;

Morris Seabelo, the one-time Quatro camp com-
mander and chief of security in Angola who-died -
mysteriously in Lesotho in 1985;

M “Africa Nkwe” (Oupa Shadrack Khumalo), for-
mer Quatro commisar and now a security official in
the ANC’s PWV headquarters.

M “Cyril Burton”, former Quatro official;
M “Sizwe Mkhonto”, former Quatro commander
and now in the ANC’s directorate of intelligence
and security (PWV region);
M Griffiths Seboni, former senior Quatro camp
official;
B “Itumeleng”, senior security department official
who once worked in Quatro;
B “MK Doctor”, MK security official in Tanzania;
B MB Mavuso (“Jomo”), currently Nelson Mande-

la’s bodyguard and based at the ANC’s Shell House
headquarters;

mask” in which a hol-
lowed out pawpaw shell
was pushed over the face
of the detainee until

breathing was impossible.

Another practice — psy-
chologically as much as
physically cruel — was

known as “slaughter” in
which . a - detainee was
thrown into a pit. As he
scrabbled to get out, the

guards would throw heaps

of soil over him.
Evidence was also pre-

sented of detainees being

e e 0

forced to crawl through
colonies of red ants, some-
times with pork fat
smeared on their bodies to
make the ants even more
savage,

Then there were the
beatings, often on the
soles of the victims’ feet,
where all the nerves in the
body terminate, or burn-
ing a victims’ soles with
candles, and the near
drownings ...

The guards at Quatro
may not have had the spe-
cially constructed profes-
sional torture equipment
their countgrparts in Pre-
toria possessed, but they
improvised with gusto
and they proved them-
selves to bemost enthusi-
astic amateurs.
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Such abuses were justi-
fied by the need to extract
information and confes-
sions from the detainees.
And as the report notes,
such confessions flowed
free and fast, so unrelent-
ing were the means used
to arrive at them.

And, as the report
again notes, the confes-
sions were as often as not
useless: instances are re-
corded of detainees con-
fessing to “killing” people
they had never met or
who were still very much
alive. In one memorable
instance, a detainee was
shown to have confessed
(under his nom de guerre)
to having murdered him-
self,

Considering the evi-
dence the commissioners
conclude with a compre-
hensive set of recommen-
dations.

These include:

B That an independent
structure be set up to in-
vestigate and act upon
abuses not dealt with by
the commission and the
whole matter be laid
open, as State President
De Klerk would say, to
the bone;

M That alleged murders

and disappearances with-
in the prison camps be
further investigated;

M That the names of
those detainees who were
never brought to trial be

immediately and un-
equivocally cleared;
M That financial com-

pensation be provided to
victims of prison camp
abuses, and medical and
psychiatric care be made
available;

M That those guards and
ANC members guilty of
violations of human rights
be identified and made
accountable for their ac-
tions. Especially at issue
here are serving members
of the ANC’s security de-
partment frequently
named by witnesses be-
fore the commission (see
box story); and

M That the ANC be seen
to be making public the
shame in its history and
thereby showing its ac-
countability to the public.

The report is in many
ways a fine and honest
document, but we should
not therefore suspend
criticism. The only of-
fender named is Mzwai
Piliso, head of security

until 1986. Present in-

cumbents in senior posi-

tions are given a more or |

less clean bill of health,

and, though the report

does note failure to root
out abuses and the con-

doning of abuses by the |
leadership, one is still left °
with a sense that a certain .
amount of scapegoating is

being performed.

At the same time the °

fact that the ANC has

refused to release the |

names of offenders, while
understandable
short term — as the report

notes, they have not been |
given an opportunity to |
defend themselves — will *
need to be reversed if the
organisation is really to !
come out smelling of .

roses.

It should not be forgot- |
ten that whether or not it |
was designed to do this, |

the report has served the

ANC very effectively.
Firstly, the release has

largely pre-empted and

neutralised the effect of |

an avowedly hostile com-
mission of inquiry being
sponsored by the right
wing International Free-
dom Foundation.

But more immediately,
in the timing of its re-
lease, it has thrown into a
sharp and unflattering re-
lief attempts by De Klerk
to push a general no-ques-
tions-asked amnesty
through an uncharacteris-
tically resistant  trica-
meral parliament.

While De Klerk is seen
to be trying to cover up
the dark past of his securi-
ty forces and government,
the ANC is demonstrat-
ing its own willingness to
seriously examine and re-
deem itself.

Meanwhile, De Klerk’s
undignified parliamen-
tary schlentering has
caused a drain of support
from foreign governments
who initially supported
his reformist moves.

in the |
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Ghosts that won’t rest

Detention
camps report

leaves many
questions

‘ hanging
IS

Brendan Seery

this week to exorcise the ghosts of

its brutal detention camps, the

ANC left more questions hanging
| in the air than were answered by the
| report of its investigative commission.
| A list of names of ANC members
| implicated in torture and brutalities
at camps in Angola and elsewhere has
been forwarded to Nelson Mandela,
but the organisation says it will not
reveal them until those accused have
had a chance to defend themselves.

However, from accounts of former
ANC detainees, from the ANC's own
report and from evidence given by
ANC dissidents to the Douglas Com-
| mission set up by the International
| Freedom Foundation, the Sunday
| Tribune has pieced together names of
| officials who may be involved in fur-

ther investigations:

B Mzwandile “Mzwai” Piliso, an ex-
Communist who ran the ANC’s secu-
| rity department at the time of the
worst excesses in the late 1970s and
early 1980s, when scores, if’not hun-
dreds, of detainees were brutalised
and many died in the notorious “Qua-
tro” camp in northern Angola.

Mr Piliso, who headed the feared
security special force Mbokodo, ad-
mitted to the ANC commission he
was present when suspected assassi-
nation plotters were interrogated in
1981. According to his evidence, the
| suspects were beaten on the soles of
|| their feet because any other parts of
| the body “easily rupture”.

B Andrew Masondo, a former Robben
Island prisoner who is now the ANC'’s
chief representative in Uganda, and
who in the mid-1980s was the organi
sation’s National Political Commis-
|| sar. Accused of involvement in the
| running of Quatro, Mr Masondo is
seen by many former camp inmates
| as the man who ordered detentions,
Y tortures and executions.

| Mr Masondo was responsible for
the formation of an elite unit called
the People’s Defence Organisation,
which was supposed to protect the
ANC leadership, but used as a Gesta-
E)/SS team to suppress dissent.

Joe Modise, the head of ANC’s

armed wing, Umkhonto we Sizwe.
Evidence from a number of former
detainees places Mr Modise and his
wife at interrogations of dissidents,
and also confirms he was a regular
visitor to Quatro.
Bl Chris Hani, the MK Chief of Staff.
He appeared to come off well in the
ANC commission report, having said
he was appalled by conditions at Qua-
tro and tried to have them changed.
He also played a peace-making role
in the Viana mutiny of 1984.

However, former Quatro detainee
Alfred Kunene claims Mr Hani was
present when four Quatro detainees
"\ were executed by firing squad.

‘ In taking the first tentative steps

Jeremy Brooks in London

lithely hopping about a politi-
Bcal minefield, Nelson Mandela

chatted in Britain this week of
life, love, music ... and the

IRA’s moral standing.

As the ANC leader spoke of his sup-
port for the group and its “struggle
against colonialism”, the 13th bomb in
a terror campaign running up towards
Christmas exploded in a London pub,
killing a victim and injuring others.

MPs and politicians were still ex-
pressing outrage at Mr Mandela’s
comments. Elsewhere, millions of
British men ditched their cornflakes
and crossed their legs.

He had warmed to another theme
— circumecision.

Segments of the bizarre talk with
pop star Bob Geldof, filmed more than
a month ago, were screened daily in
short segments on the recently-
launched Big Breakfast TV show. The
singer tackled Mr Mandela on the
ANC support of the IRA.

The warm rapport quickly frosted.

Geldof: When you came out of jail,
some of the things you said seemed

qslightly naive ... Endorsing people

ANC president
Nelson Mandela

like the IRA.

Mandela: The enemies of Europe
are not my enemies.

Geldof: But . ..

Mandela (waving his finger): Just
listen ... The IRA is conducting a
struggle for self-assertion. They do
not want Britain, a foreign country, to
run a colony.

Geldof: But the majority of people
there (in Northern Ireland) do want
them there.

Mandela: Yes...

Geldof: They get to vote every four
years.

Mandela: There is a large number
of people who do not believe what
we're saying. Nevertheless we are
convinced that what we are saying is
correct. We don’t want any form of
colonialism.

Geldof: I don't agree...

Mandela: Wherever colonialism is
found, we support those who fight it.
People should have self-expression.

Geldof: I come from the south of
Ireland, and T can’t accept your analy-
sis.

Geldof said he could not accept any
campaign of violence in which “inno-
cents” — ordinary civilians — would
be killed.

Mr Mandela replied: “In any con-

NELSON
ON THE
BOB
GELDOF
SHOW

Breakfast show
host Bob Geldof

flict civilians must be hit by crossfire.
That has happened throughout history.
It is sufficient that we sought to avoid
it, and that by and large we succeed-
ed.”

He added that once the government
banned the ANC, all channels with
which people could deal with their po-
litical grievances were closed.

“They surely never expected us to
fold our arms. They must have rea-
lised that once we were closed we
would look for other methods of as-
serting ourselves.”

But it was on circumcision that Mr
Mandela had a flushed Geldof sitting
on the edge of his chair, shifting un-
comfortably and crossing his legs.

Mr Mandela described how he was
taken up into the mountains for three
weeks with other boys of his tribe.
They were made to kneel naked, with
a blanket laid on the ground bhetween
their knees.

Mr Mandela, as the son of a chief
and part of the royal house, had the
son of a commoner alongside him.

“The circumcision expert will come
round with a sharp assegai. The com-
moner must be cut first. If the assegai
is poisoned, or bewitched, then he will
die first.

“He catches your foreskin, cutting

in a two-way motion, this way and
that (demonstrating).”

Geldof, fanning his face with his
notes and glancing at the cameraman:
“Did you scream? Didn’t it hurt?”

Mr Mandela: “That is the point. Ev-
eryone is looking at you to find out
which of the boys is the bravest. You
must stay absolutely unmoved.”

Geldof: “I wouldn’t like to be at the
end of the line. The blade must be
blunt by then.”

Geldof, formerly of the punk Boom-
town Rats, blanched as Mr Mandela
listed his musical interests: Bach,
Handel — and Abba. It was like drop-
ping a bomb on the studio.

“You actually like Abba?” ex-
pressed Geldof with amazement.

“Now you've blown it. I was just
getting impressed.”

Mr Mandela said his first marriage
had fallen apart because of opposition
by his wife, a devout Seventh Day Ad-
ventist, to politics.

“I was very sad about it, but I had to
choose.”

Responding to teasing about being a
“bit of a dandy” in his younger days,
Mr Mandela, 74, said: “As a lawyer I
had to look presentable, so perhaps I
had a few more suits than others in
the ANC.

/T ambo remarked on gloomy

conditions with little effect

M Oliver Tambo, former ANC presi-
dent, is also said to have made fre-
quent visits to Quatro. He did, on oc-
“casions, comment on the gloomy con-
ditions in the underground cells and
about prisoners’ food, but little was
done.

M One former detainee also claims
South African Communist Party stal-
wart and former MK Chief of Special
Operations Joe Slovo also visited Qua-
tro on one occasion.

B Former ANC Secretary General
Alfred Nzo and the late SA Commu-
nist Party leader, Moses Mabhida,
also visited Quatro, but their visits
left no apparent improvement.

B Peter Seeiso, Regional Chief of
Staff in MK in Angola, National Exec-
utive Committee and Security De-
partment directorate member John
Motshabi and ANC representative in
Tanzania Reddi Mazimbu are all said
to have been present at the same fir-
ing squad execution attended by Chris
Hani.

Other ANC officials (many of them
known only by their guerrilla names)
are accused of direct involvement in
brutalities:

M Livingstone Gaza, commander at
Quibaxe camp, who allegedly ordered
t‘;f? desperately ill prisoners “finished
off”.

M Thami Zulu — otherwise known as
Muzi Ngwenya — ran Camalundi
camp in the Malanje province of An-
gola when dissident Oupa Moloi was
beaten to death during interrogation.
Zulu died later of suspected poisoning
after being held for 14 months by the
ANC’s security department.

M Morris Seabelo, a Soviet-trained in-
telligence officer, was a former com-
mander of Quatro and ordered many
assaults. He died in Lesotho in 1985 in
circumstances not fully explained.

B The head of the ANC's Intelligence
Department, Eizakhele Sigxashe, was
present with Seabelo in a military tri-
bunal which summarily ordered the
executions of mutineers at Hango

Camp in Angola in May 1984.

I Sizwe Mkhonto, trained at the Mo-
scow Party Institute, was also a Qua-
tro camp commander. He is believed
to be currently with the ANC'’s securi-
ty department in the PWV region, or
with the ANC headquarters staff in
Johannesburg.

M Africa Nkwe, trained by the Soviets
as an intelligence officer, was a se-
nior commander and commissar at
Quatro, allegedly involved in ordering
abuse and assaults. Also believed to
be serving in the ANC’s PWV security
department.

M Others known only as Mountain
and Johnson, were also Quatro com-
manders.

B Cyril Burton, Griffiths Seboni and
“Itumuleng”, the guerrilla names of
members of the security department
allegedly responsible for torture and
assaults.

B Dan Mashigo, Quatro’s Chief of
Staff, who allegedly ordered flog-
gings.

I Dexter Mbona, security chief at
Quatro, who would tell detainees that
the camp was a ‘‘rehabilitation
centre” and then allowed them to be
brutalised as prisoners.

M A Quatro security guard named
“Brian” — now allegedly employed
by the SAP — who shot prisoner
Alfred Kunene on two occasions with
a Makarov pistol.

B A man known as “The Professor”
or “Pro” for short, who allegedly
murdered a man called Vusi Nhlapo
after forcing him into a metal con-
tainer.

M ““Jomo”, reportedly otherwise
known as JB Mavusa, who is now a
security guard for Mr Mandela, and
who allegedly beat inmates with elec-
trical cable.

M Security guard George Zulu, also
allegedly involved in electrical cable
whippings.

M Security guard “Donald”, who al-
legedly beat to death an Indian pris-
oner named Jimmy.

Brendan Seery

UATRO and Viana are names
many in the ANC leadership
would like to forget — symbo-
lising as they do the organisa-
tion’s dark past.

Quatro was set up in 1979 as a “re-
education” facility for people in danger
of losing their way in the struggle. It
quickly developed into a brutal detention
centre run by heartless young guards
fiercely loyal to their superiors in the
ANC’s security department, known as
Mbokodo.

Its first inmates were largely Umk-
honto we Sizwe (MK) guerrillas, who
had been too outspoken about what they
perceived to be a lack of direction from
the military leadership and alleged cor-
ruption within senior ANC ranks —
rumours of diamond smuggling, car
theft and drug running were rife in the
organisation’s ranks in the late 1970s.

The security department’s crackdown
on dissenters was to grow later into
what MK Chief of Staff Chris Hani
himself described as an “atmosphere of
fear and paranoia” about the presence
of South African agents and infiltrators.

There is no doubt that South Africa’s
intelligence and military communities
did manage to penetrate deeply into the
ANC’s ranks — in some cases probably
up to very high levels.

The treatment of dissidents at Quatro
soon filtered back to MK guerrillas in
Angolan rural camps, who were becom-
ing more disillusioned from the early
1980s onwards.

In August 1983, a full MK brigade
under the command of Chris Hani — a
veteran of previous MK operations —
was deployed alongside the MPLA to
drive Unita out of Angola’s Malanje
province. After initial successes, during
which the MK fighters impressed Soviet
officers attached to the MPLA, the
South Africans began to take casualties
in Unita ambushes.

More and more of the MK cadres
began to speak out about their role
against Unita, demanding of their lead-
ers that they be deployed fighting “the
real enemy” inside South Africa.

There was also strong criticism of the
allegedly “easy’ lifestyle of some of the
top leaders, chief among them being MK
commander Joe Modise.

Things came to a head in January
1984, when guerrillas at Kangandala in
the Malange province, began firing their
weapons into the sky as a sign of pro-
test. Chief of Staff Chris Hani met
the protesters, but the then president of
the ANC, Oliver Tambo, refused to do
S0.

Demands put forward to Mr Hani
included the disbanding of the security
department and the dismantling of
Quatro. There were also demands that
more efforts should be made to
prosecute the war inside South Africa.

The following month, February 1984,
disgruntled cadres from all over the
Malanje province headed for Luanda to
make their demands plain to the ANC
leadership. Some accounts say that as
many as 90 percent of the ANC’s
fighters in the Malanje were on the side
of the dissidents.

They congregated at Viana camp, on
the outskirts of the city, and made some
forays into Luanda to capture ANC
senior officials to come and talk to the
dissidents. Other ANC members from
the organisation’s offices in the city
went to join the mutineers.

One account says Mr Hani appeared
on the side of the loyalists, firing at

Names
they

wish
they
could

forget

those who were trying to join the|
mutineers. {

Army commander Joe Modise was
refused entry to Viana when he
attempted to negotiate, but later Mr
Hani was given a list of demands,
including one for a national consultative
conference, the last of which had been
held in 1969.

The ANC heirarchy then enlisted the
help of the Angolans and the
Presidential Brigade in Luanda was
deployed to encircle Viana. There was
an exchange of fire, in which at least
one Angolan and one MK man were
killed and an Angolan armoured
personnel carrier set ablaze by a hit
from an RPG-7 rocket.

Eventually, many of the rebels handed
over their weapons to the Angolans,
after being assured that the ANC’s
security men would likewise be
disarmed.

However, they were not and, with the
Angolans standing by, the ANC
leadership resumed control, ordering |
those considered as ringleaders to be
taken away — for many this was first
up to nine months in Luanda central
prison and then years in Quatro.

The Viana mutiny was minor in terms
of blood shed, but cut to the very core of
the ANC.

On the one hand, vengeance was
exacted on those perceived to have been
involved, while on the other, their
complaints were what probably led to
the hasty calling of the 1985
Consultative Conference in Kabwe,
Zambia.
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ANC ‘not capable
of governing’

THE ANC “does not have the capacity to govern”, a
member of the ANC’s National Execufive Committee
has conceded.

“There are no cadres ready to govern . . . we need to
train them,” said Thozamile Botha, who is head of the
ANC’s department of local and regional government
and planning. His blunt words were delivered on
Friday to delegates at a conference entitled “Towards
a democratic sub-national government”,

Mr Botha said it was not enough to be able to run
institutions; the ANC also had to “run them efficiently.
We have to empower ourselves to be able to enter the
system”.

“We need town clerks, heads of departments, engin-
eers and councillors who know how to take decisions
-+ and for all these things people need training.”

Alf's tale of
two cities

ENGLISH pensioner Alf
Whybrow booked a flight
to Panama, Florida —
and ended up 3200km
away in Panama City,
Panama.

Mr Whybrow was up-
set that his daughter
wasn’t there to meet him
when he got off the plane
from London, and
couldn’t understand why

| no one at the airport

spoke English.

He spent five baffling
hours wandering around
before a US airman told
him: “Gee, buddy, you're
in the wrong country.” He
flew on to Panama, Flor-
ida, the next day.

Jumbos join
space age

NAMIBIAN conservation
authorities will fit satel-
lite tracking collars to 10
elephants in Kavango
and Caprivi to research
conflict between humans
and elephants.
Namibia’s estimated
7 000 elephants cause ex-
tensive damage to crops.

Shock Natal
AIDS deaths

AT least 43 people have
died of full-blown AIDS
and another 158 have died
of AIDS-related compli-
cations in a single Natal
hospital this year.

Staff at the Ngwele-
zane hospital near Em-
pangeni have diagnosed
nearly 500 people as HIV
positive this year.

Smuggler had
drug implants

POLICE in Bogota de-
tained a woman who had
eight plastic bags of her-
oin surgically implanted
in her buttocks. The
woman said she did not
know she was carrying
the drug.

Denis Aguilar was en
route to Miami, Florida,
when she was stopped in
the airport and- ordered
to have her “dispropor-
tionately large” buttocks
X-rayed.

Girl, aged
11, raped

A MAN armed with a
knife walked into a flat in
Gladstone Heights, Pre-
toria Street, Hillbrow, on
Friday afernoon, threat-
ened and then raped an
11-year-old girl. She was
in a room with two other

-children, said police.

PAC will not
dishand army

THE South African gov-
ernment failed yesterday
to force the Pan African-
ist Congress to disband
its military wing, the
Azanian People’s Liber-
ation Army.

Hurley new
chancellor

TIRELESS human rights
campaigner and leading
clergyman Archbishop
Denis Hurley is to sue-
ceed Mr Justice Leon as
Chancellor of the Uni-
versity of Natal.
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ANC fury over rape arrest

By HEATHER ROBERTSON
THE Yeoville brench of the ANC has
slammed the pelice for arresting a snspect
jh connection with a series of rapes in the
ohmnubnrg suburd withoat “proper
investigation™. :
Mr Errof Teddy Mattera, 28, son of Izter-
nationally acclaimed poet ard activist Dop
Mattera, appeared in coort on Fridey,

He has not been charged and his bail
application wlil continoe in the Johannes-
berg magistrale’s court today.

The ANC branch’s media officer, Miss
Kerry Coliinan, sald the organisation
wanted 1o see the rapist brooght to beok,

hut the lates! suspeci was being 'iried by
the police apd media before he had beer |
proved gallty” !
Mr Mattera was arresied oo Thursday |
after iwo women saw kim in a coifee sbop. |
Two of the raplst’s victims, who spoke a1 |
a press conference yesterday. were apset
that they were mnable to see Mr Mattera
this weekend becanse they “still don’t know -
whetber the right pesson Is behind bars”.
Anotker victim sadd ghe had mei Mr
Mattera three weeks ago at the coffee shop
and she was certain that he was pot ber |
attacker. :
Victims and police have specuizted that
theze is more than ¢ne rapist io tke suborb
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| £5CENIC strotch of the Natal South Coast
Leeéway along which thousands of heliday-
ABRers will travel this Christmas Is so danger-
{o8e |t has being dubbad the “Hell Run',

In the past two months there have been about 20
incidents of stopings, beatings and hijackings on the
10km stretch of the N2 which starts just after Kings-
burgh and ends at the Shell Ultra Clty.

Last month, salet representative Gita Martens, 48,
of Umhianga was injured when a rock smashed

| through her windscreen and hit her in the face
Earlier this month, Gwen Viljoen, 25, of Durban, was
| found unconscious and lying in a pool of blood next to

he freewsy. Last weekend, Dan Moodlev, of Chats.

warth, careered off the
| ireeway afver his car hit
*ks placed in the road,
Two other motorists
| crazhed through a rock
Ybidblock on the opposite
| side of the road at about
| 1 2ame time gnd, a day
jgter, five vehicies were
|*mmvolved in a ¢oilision after
| two motorists were staned
|11 The townships bordering
| the. freeway have been the
[ sqene of vicious fighting
| ‘bEtsween supporters of the
PANC and Inkatha

Hazard

‘Ih the Umgsbaba ares,
- setticmnents nestle in
groves of banana trees,
AtbRing out on the Indian
*OBan, and cows graze on
‘the'banks of fat rivers and
“langnud lagoons
“ Bul the area is cre of the
olent inthe country

£ of ugly devasta-
r the exotic land

Cars run
gauntlet
of terror
On scenice

Natal
freeway

E: Bce
{dom 1
“fOroups of soldiers and
Ay vehicles ch on top
of the hills silhouetled
-against the blue skyline.
SIAL Jeast eight people
died-and 18 were tjured in
fighting last weekend. A
few weeks earlicr, a bakkie
'‘was ambushed on a

3 and IFP chalr-
erwn- Dr Frank Mdlalosa
¢1slied the region this week
on a {aet-finding mission

3=
Juaticn

feel
South Coast is slowly
‘cheked by a ting of
e taged by sand packed
around it. I thought |t was
some s$and that had
dropped off a truck” he
5ai1a.

Mr Greco said he
belleved the “Hell Run”
was reaily dangerous only
after dark

But Pert Shepstone bust-
Resawoman Julle Comwall
sald 3 number of sales rep-
resentatives refused to
down the South
Coast, whilé athers formed
cenvoys talougithe gaunt.
let B

ut ihe pace hag

stepped up and
¢ imaginative methods
1 Dringing cars o 3 halt
Sye appeared

iige conlicm the
place ash. blocks

N puacieLs or

"Some pharmaceutical ,.
reps came down a couple
of weeks BgoJand cattle
were herded oo the road
to £top their cars. Then two

. -

o ] T .
it o Y Rl i

TS LG RN,

of the cars were stoned
“They carried on with
their calls, but at the end of
the day they gathered to-
gether in a convey and
travelled back o Durban,
Things are not ve
8eod. I'm afrald,” she said.
Kingsburgh Protection
Sarvices offtser Lanse
Marshall said: “These guys
are not shy. If vou stop they
will rip your radie sut in
front of you and U you
cesist they U kill you.
“Not lohg ago, { found a
man riding bis motoreyele
on the rims of the wheels
He had been Nit over the
head with a knobkierie and
his tyres were taken.'
Captain Hamilton Ngidi

Kk of a bakkle which was

ambushed and set alight just 300m frem the freeway

of the Durban police said
security forces had been
deploved along the free
way [rom Amantimtot: ¢
Urgkemaas.
Amanzimtoll pe
Sergeant Mark
and Constable Q 1
Hellewege Laks no chancea
when they patrol
stretch of freeway
3trap on pullet-proa! vests
and take along an s
tie rifle and pumpegctis
shotgun
Sergeant Can
The army b
along this sir ]
come out regularly
Amanzimtotl (0 help out
“There are aiways
dents here




Slipping into anarchy

LLOYD VOGE
shown that it

LMAN says the government, by releasing prisonerg, has
is insensitive to the fears South Africans experience
aboui crime and violence

THE Department of Correc-
fional Services’ announce-
menl that il is to release
more non-pelitical prisoners
is bewildering. While under-
standing the need to lessen
overcrowding in prisons, the
release of more eriminals is
hkely to take South Africa
further into the realm of
anarchy and brutality,

The release of criminals
would be understandable if
there was evidence that the
incidence of crime was
decreasing in South Africa.
But the crime statisties for
January-May 1992 make sad
reading. Compared with the
overall figures for 1991, there
has been an increase in every
major crime with the excep-
tion of small decreases in car
theft and house-breaking.

According to the figures,
we are now averaging 52
murders a day compared
with the average 40 murders
per day last vear. Serious
assauvits and armed robbery
have also shown increases.
There are, on average, 374
serious assaults and 135
armed robberies a day in
South Africa.

Unfortunately these tragie
figures do not tell the whole
story since thousands of such
offenses go unreported.

It is of concern that the

Deparlment of Correctional

Serviees can speak with such
confidence about its success
in rehabilitation and its
administrative capability of
supervising reieased offend-
ers when its past record and
the more recent bungled
release of convicted bank
robber and murderer, Lucky
Malaza, shows the opposite.

Furthermore, even if the
Department of Correctional
Services’ dubious claims that
it bas an 88 percent success
rate in rehabilitation are cor-
rect, the effect of the release
of these prisoners conveys a

number of disturbing “and.

desiruciive messages to
South Africans.

The first is that the Eovern-
ment is insensitive {o the dai-
ly fears that South Africans
experience about erime and
violence. Given the incidence
of erime and the furere over
tiie release of criminals in
1981, it is incomprehensible
that the government permiis
the further release of individ-
uzls who have in some way
damaged the lives of oiher
South Africans -

The second is it conveys to
the victims of crime in South
Africa that the trawma of
their experience js not taken
seriously. Victimisation in-
velves loss, either pbysically
or psychologically. Given the

absence of any substantial
programimes of vietim aid in
South Afrieca, vietims of
crime are mosily expected to
cope with their sadness, fear,
loss of dignity and the fipan-
cial cost of erime by them-
selves.

The one sphere that
victims of crime have come
to partly rely on the govern-
ment for js retributien. The
early release of prisoners
negates this.

It says to the victim that

- his or her offender only has to

suffer limited negative con-
sequences for the irauma and
pain for which he or she is
responsible.

Furthermore, it encour-
ages the pereeption that the
only means to satisfactorily
obtain justice is Lo do #! infor-
mally or outside the criminal
Jjustice system. In so doing,
we create a eyele of informal
retribution and revenge that
is difficull 1o contre] and
contain.

Third, the relesse of

prisoners undermines the-

morale of law enforcement
and criminal justice agen-
cles. The arres{ and convie-
Uon of any offender takes a
great deal of time and effort.
The early release of prisoners
inevitably raises the guestion
i the minds of such officials
as to what the purpose of

their work is. There are al-
ready serious problems with !
policing in South Africa.
Reduction in morate will
further hamper police efforts
in reducing crime and ampli-
fy the daily criticisms ley- '
elled at the police. - !
Finally, the early release |
of prisoners informs poten- .
tial eriminals that the copse- |
quences of any offence need
not be too deleterious. Given
the fact that a primary deter-
rent of crime is the possibil-
ity of imprisonment, the ear-
ly release of prisoners can
serve only to heighten the
incidence of violence and
crime-in South Africa.

If there is to be any reduc-
tion in crime, not only are we
in need of democratic politi-
cal solutions, socio-economic
development, a co-ordinated
anti-crime programme and a
well-{rained, non-partisan
and community-oriented po-
lice force, but also a social
systern which breaks the
confidence of eriminals and
potential cifenders and ipdi-
cates to the - survivoers of
crime that they have not been
forgotten.

O Lioyd Vegelman is the
director of the Project Jor
the Study of Viclence ai
the University of the Wit
watersrand
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Disputing parties

seek alternatives

NATIONAL Peace Committee adju-
dicators have recornmended seeking
altermative solutions to the dispute
between the ANC and IFP over Nel-
son Mandela’s address to the United
Nations Security Couneil in July.

The adjudicators, former Zambia
president Kenneth Kaunda and Mr
Justice G P C Kotze, said the argu-
ments put forward by both parties
on October 19 were compelling,
which made a decision difficult.

This week Kaunda met both Man-
dela and Chief Mangosuthu Buthele-
7i to examine possible alternatives
to adjudication.

“I am very hopeful because I feel
that the country has mechanisms to
deal with such difficulties. Any coun-
try that can find, among its own
people, such as those in the National
Peace Coramittee who can generate
confidence and {rust from both dis-
puting parties, has a future,” said
Kaunda before returning to Zambia.

John Hall, chairman of the Na-
tional Peace Committee, will now
explore the avenues which have
emerged from the initiative,




%, ’g‘ #

3

Pt

-
Ty
™
oo
#]
e
'
-
et

)

JNE

repla

# Common ground: The
PAC and the Government
found much o agree upon
in their second meeting
autside South Africa.

By NEiL Lewis

Giborone The

cngress vesterdav [ores
n fcom the So
urient at the close

imau

e Codesa”’

Botha at the close of their second
meating

Among the issues agreed upon
were that political conflict in South
Africa be resolved through peace
ful negotiations, and that maxi
mum effort be exerted by all par
ties to end vaolence in the country

South Africa also needed 2 new
non-racial censtitution to be drawa
up by a body elected on a comunon
voters rele

it was decided tnat the principles
gutding such a body be decided

UpOr more represents en

forum, adding thasueh a body
should decide on unsitional ar
rangements leadingo a new

con
sfifution

In effect, the stament further
committed the Coyrnment to a
constituent assembl which woule
draw up the {inal costitulion

The discussionswere cordial
and were charactered by mutual

lerstanding of eac gthers’ view

. Substantialwrogress wa:
in ideatifwmeg commor
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We suggest
yht But let the cou
wllains be named, 100.

- good old days of apartheid racists

_wl the expression: “He's got mare

cheek than a white man. \\ 11, ‘this

week \n‘ onal Party secretary ge-‘c.a‘. '

Stoffe]l van der Merwe showe .d he '1&1
sven mote cheek than that. The ugly
question mark that hung over many AI\'

taders would not be removed, he said. if |
the organisation failed to name those - |
volved in abuses in its detention camps. Of |

~ourse he’s right. But let's not have a Nal
1a-r (g such a demand.
members, and leading ones al
af-a-_ did torture and murder 4 mﬂ deprave
and they must be named and pumshed
‘_?"' for every skeleton in the a\(‘ cup-
board, the Nats have thousands }{Lme.,
ner all the deaths in detention, the Bikos
the Salo 1e€S, the Imam Harouns, the Ag
getts; and the assassinations, the Gomwes
the vietims of the hit squads and probab
the CCB: and the torture of humdreds
men and women, sorne of whom the GOy
ernment has paid substantial ﬂompenq
tion “without prejudice”; and the arres
15 million people under thre pass laws; and
the mass removal of millions from the
homes arad the deprivation every black
suffered under Bantu Educa tm-.:
'_‘ hr other crumes aganst hurnanity
ymmitted in the name of apartne;d
The Nats are the self- prncl.mmeu ta
M\**‘ “pearers of Christian cavil L\&_lur‘.,
wurse they will name and punish all thel
henchmen Who perpetrated these crime
{ike hell they will What they are in fac
doing is scampering to push through a Bil
ihat will indemnify all their killers ao
~rturers and other crmurmh T'hess
:_;‘s'm'-um' ons will be heard in secrel
: simply published in t :
. M-rf G_uette ..1.,J in ajl prob:
their crimes will never be made pubis
"‘hu week’s flasco is as depressing «
intless' no new Government wil 1
‘type of amnesty. FW de Kler
il ink aga!n — if for no other rea
on " an 'he fact that he won't get awa
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- Bungled amnesty

and indemnity against pros-

ecution for misdeeds com-

mitted in the service of long-
dead causes are necessary if this
country is to put away its awful
past, but the government and the
ANC have made such a thoroy
mess of things that it threatens to
poison the future,

The burying of hatchets is a
political necessity, rooted in the
cessation of hostilities on Qctober 8
1990. Crimes that occurred before
that date are regarded as acts of
war, committed in good faith as
political acts by both sides, and
there is no profit in picking over
them. The slate is to be wiped
clean.

For the government to {ry now
to shift the date in ordes to indem-
nify its own agents for atrocities or
2rimes committed allcy e cessa-
tion of hostilities - that s, after
the justification for acts of war had
lapsed — is not only outrageous: it
risks discrediting the necessary
torgiveness of terrible acts com-
mitted on both sides before that
date. And to suggest that future
crimes may, by such trickery, be
brought within the terms of am-
nesty is reckless beyond belief,

“or amnesty to succeed, it must

air and it must be seen to he
It muse Salsly & sense ot patuy-

4l : B
plies  full disciosure,
i the crimes committed
.ght against apurtheid or
commitied [ de ence of the

AMNES’FY for political crimes

apartheid state, or' of atrocities in
the ANC camps — or, indeed, of
crimes committed in the conting.
ing warfare between the ANC and
the Inkatha Freedom Party, about
which no agreement of forgiveness
has yet been Teached.

This principle has been violated
from the start, and the very con-
cept of amnesty has already been
severely damaged by the adaoption
of a procedure that allowed ANC
members to be indemnified with-
out public disclosure. The result
has been publje outery, and a cor-
rosive debate over the relative
wickedness of Robert McBride and
Barend Strydom. The use of judges
in secret procedures has done more
to discredit the judiciary than to
impart respectability to a flawed
procedure,

Now the government is making
Matters worse by seeking to in-
demnify its own people for crimes
which are to be disciosed only to
members of the government itself
It is making a mockery of forgive-
ness, and storing up vengeance and
retribution for the future, and the
attempt to use the judiciary to give
a self-serving conspiracy a veneer
of judicial respectability will again
do more harm than good. Judges
are respected when they behave as
Judges, not necessarily in othor
roles.

The ANC, to its credit, has prom-
ised to identify, after proper inves.
tigation, the criminals responsible
for atrocities in its camps; the gov-
ernment can do no less,
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e brought undet control, the
noney stashed away in this fashion will
« worthless. It would be far more sen-
sible to establish, as best one may do in
3 short time, traditions of probity,
frugality and moderation in govern-

ment, The current snatching and grab-
bing are evidence of sheer panic.

The English voters who supported
Mr de Klerk in the referendum are
more rational in their panie, but rather
less admirable. Their businessmen,
once among the most ethical on earth,
have undergone a moral collapse in
their pursuit of short-term — prefer-
ably exportable — gains. Fraud is an
epidemie, price-gouging a way of life,
and theft an admired accomplishment.

Greg Blank, the cheap little erook
who fiddled the stock market, was
treated during his trial as the darling of
the smart set in Johannesburg's nor-
thern suburbs, wheré his Hockneys and
Chagalls are viewed less as paintings
than as foreign currency,

Behind the panic, both of civil
servants and of businessmen, lies a
sense that the wheels are coming off.
Codesa has broken down, Chief Mango-
suthu Buthelezi has retreated into an
angry and destructive isolation, the
ANC continues to reject basic demo-
cratic mechanisms and President de
Klerk busies himself with side-issues,

Crime is endemic, suffering wide-
spread and insecurity is universal,
Foreign investors have written us off,
and foreign governments may not be
far behind. This country {8 pretty
rugged, and its people are staunch, but
no society can be expected to endure
this kind of stress indefinitely.

HE source of our instability, of

course, i3 minority government.

Every day produces more evi-

dence that the capacity of white

South Africans to rule this
country ls exhausted. People flout the
law on every side, and the government
cando ver{ little about it. There are not
enough policemen, or courts, or jails,
and there is not enough money to répair
the deficiencies,

The logic of the situation is inexo-
rable: if President de Klerk wishes to
restore order, which is the prerequisite
io restoring confidence, he needs to
move quickiy to establish an interim
government. The ANC, itself alarmed
by the disintegration of society, will

surely co-operate, and will call
sanctions as soon as a date for inte;
government has been agreed,

The outlines of a deal are discernil
Crudely, President de Klerk can of
an interlm government in return |
the basic democratie principles th

+ the ANC has so far rejected: imitatio

on the power of central governme:

* federal structures, an Independent co

stitutional court and entrenchrment of
market economy.

Such a deal could well be stru
between Mr de Klerk and Mr Mande!
10 a matter of hours, provided th
Nationalists devoted their effor:s
towards establishing an electo
coalition but towards securing a der
cratic system, and provided I
dela‘was willing te shake off th
hand of the communist ideclogue:
the ANC.

HE obstacles are essent

litical. Mr Mandela is ur

Eressure from the radic

is party, which 1s trying

oeuvre more violent 1
tion by making an issue of the right
campaign in the homelands esident
de Klerk is under pressure from the
right wing and the security
ment, which seduce him into
like the Murderers’ Charter.

There is no profit for either of
in pandering to these pressures
order and insecurity are eroding -
middle ground, and the violent f ns
on the outer wings of both sides grow
steadily stronger.

Political wisdom lies in recognisir
that the best hope for South Afr
in the ordinary, decent, long-suff
Black people who want nothing but
that they can do in peace, and ir
ordinary, decent, hard-working wh
who want nothing but security of life
and property.

Statesmanship lies in bringing
together the two main elements of that
middle ground, not in playing cheap
political games across it.

KEN OWEN /




