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SYMPQSIUM RECOMMENDS CONTINUEL RULIVRAL. ALADERIL PRESAURE ON SOUTH
COUPLED WITHE ASSISTANCE IQ ﬁﬂmuwm_gmmmmwj

continued culturai and academic pressure on Scurh Africe pending l“&

establishment of non-racial and demogratic congtitution in that country has
heen recommended at an iatexnatiome! symposium neld undér the sugpices of the

Jpecial Committes agalnsl Apsrtheid in Lot Angeles on 12 May. Y A
icy of Los

wish was co-spensored by the
Ek:luded

Pﬁlftitipaﬂtﬁ il the ::%j':"‘.-'pn‘_‘:'ﬂ-:i ., W
togeles, the Jcrean ACLOrsS cuild and the Directors Guild ol Ararice.
Nehel Laurcate Wole Sovipke, South african noveliat Nadine Cordimsr, qnd tiie

fresident of the Screen ACTOrs cuild, %arrv Cordon. |

south Africs within the
ke participants rece nized

¢ gpartheid was held in

Examinipg oultural and academic tinks with
context cf recent developments in that countiy, 4
ehat, since the first symposium on culture sgains
sthensg in September 1988, certain steps had been caken towards the ergdication

of spartheid. Chbserving, howaver, ehat spertheid wos fax From being
{ ded that, gt this ¢rucial period, presgure shogpld De

sradicated, they cenclud
fully maintajined until a non-vacial and dempcratic comgtitution Was

estahlizhad in Bouth Africa.

r.panﬁl alan gmyhaSized the nged
cetures and 9 the nNoON~ acias

oar

fn their Los Angeles Ststement, the part
for providing assistance td grti~gpartheid st
democratic culture of South Africa. |

3.1
i

SYCOLE,

the policy of the cultursl
it

ad by the General ASIemdey.
to enterialily any

The Los Angeles statement reaffirmed
estahlished in Athens and subseguently endors
called on Covernments, organicaticns and individuale not
coltural or ecademic 14inks with Soulh Efrics unleds sny particular @8 tdvity in
rhoae fields had the intent and effect of cppesing apartbeid. it al&O
encouranged appropr:ate assistance to the gnti-apartheid structures snd to the
1isadvantaged secters of South aAfrican gocisty.

tr waa recommended in the Statement shat academic 1inka should Rave as &
primary goel the need Lo rodress the digastrous imbalances in education
crasted by apartheid. In the contexs of the overall poidcy, the free flow to
south Africa of pudblicariens, music, £iime and other art forms and mgrariel
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~antridute to the byilding

should be gneourzged only %o the extént that they
Writere jand

af a pon=racial culture of democratic and humanistic Values,
artisty from ahrosad should he encouraged to asplist 1a ¢nd-raising idn jfavour
cf non-racigl crganizationa in Scuth Africs, help in the training of Joutlh
African artists und in gufporiing relevant community programmes. ?

The Btatement alge urged the garly establighment of an umbrella
non-partisan cultural body in South Africa to help monitor this polidc
become the focal point For consultations regarding appropriate culturgl and

gcademic links with South Africa.

and

Participants alac called for honouring thoes artists, intellectudls and
entectalners who have made an immanse contribution to the gLrugg~s agpinst , -

apertheid over the years.

The Los Angeles Stetament asked covernmente, intargovernmental

organizations snd individuals to degisc from satablishing cultural &n
seademic links and exchangss with the apartheid institutions in Southi Africa
sad called upon the United Netifong Speciaml Committes L0 pdopt and monktor that

policey in consultsetion with the tarthcoming non-pactigen sultural body in
South Africa.

edentesd escalation of vﬁolencc”
of ahv kind
it ckiticized

It expressed ""greve cofncesn at the unprec
and rejected the concept that in this charged atmogphers Weapons
sould be censidered &8 "cultural” or "traditional'' necessities.
the South African authorities ag being unwilling to put an anu 0O thel viclence

decisively and impartimily.

The symposium, which was attanded Ly more than 200 pagrticipants, and
was preceded by two jays of

opened by the Mayor of los Angeles, Tom Bradley,
informal consultations. On 10 May, scund tables gave the apportunity S0 tae

representatives of South African non-racial cultural orgenizations Lg meet
with their countaeparts from the Amewican sntertainment industyy.
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The Los Angales Statament

Three yaars after tha First Synposium on Culture against
Apartheid held in Athens, artists and intellectuals from Squth
Africa and around the world met in lLos Angales, in May 199§,
under the sponsovship of the United Nations Special Commityee
against Apartheid to review the policy o¢f cultural and acla emic
l1inks with South Africa within the context of recent devalgpnents
in that oountry.

We, the particlparnts, recognize that since the Bymposijum in- =
Athens certain steps havae heen takan towards the eradication of
apartheid. MHowever, we nota that tha South African authorities
have not fully met the demands put forward by the United N3ticns o
congsensus Declaration on Apartheid and its Destructive
Consaguences in Southern Africa to create a climate conducive to
negotiations. Nor are they addressing the legacy of
institutionalized racism and apartheid in spite of thelr declarad
intent to repeal aspartheid legislation. |

We eXpress grave concern 4t the unprecedented eﬁcalatlcn of
viclance. While efforts are balng made by liberaticn moveRrents,
churahes and other groups t¢ address the issus of violence;, tha
authorities, until now, have been unwilling to put an end §o the
violence decisively and impartially despite all the resourgee at
their digposal. In this rsgard, the particlipants raiect the
concep: that , in this charged atmosphere, weapsons of any king
can be conaidered as "traditional ox "cultural®” necessiti¢es,

We feel that continusd efforts are reguired to dissemgnate
information in order to counter the misconception that apagtheld
is already elimlnated. In this regard, we helieve that inf this
cruaial pericd of the struggle, prassure should be fully '
maintained until & non-racial and demccratic constitution s
establighed and that agsistance should be provided to antl
apartheid atructures in conformity with the United Nations
Declaration and subseguent resclutlions. |

We reaffirm the policy of the cultural boycott which
established in Athens and subseguently endorsed by the UniYaed
Nations General Assembly which called on Governmants,
organizations and individuals not to sntertain any culturag or
acadenic links with Scuth Africa unless any particular acthivity
in these filelds have the intent and effect of opposing apaptheld
and giving appropriate asssistance to the anti-apartheid
structures and to the disadvantaged ssctors of the South African
society. '

We welaome the initiatives taken towards thae formation of an

unbrella non—-partisan cultural body and urge lts aarly
establishment in order te facilitate consultations batween, the
international community of arxtists and intellectuals and at
body in fulfiliment of the above mentloned pollicy. |
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The acadenic links with South Africa should have as &
primary goal thé need to redvess the digastrous imbalances |in
education crasted by apartneid. In the context of the ovexall
policy, the free Flow to South Africa of publications, musiac,
films and other art forms arnd material should be encouraged only
to the extent that they contribute to the building of a non-

cial gulture of democratic and humanistie values.

Writers and artists from sbroad should be encouraged 3o
assist in fund-raising in favour of non-racial ocrganizations im
South Africa or nehp in the training of South African arti ts*and
in supporting relevant community programmes. |

Those artists, intellectuals snd entertainers who have made
Ovel the years an innmense contribution to tha struggle aqa}nst
apartheid should be fittingly acknowledged.

We call upon Governments, inter-governmental organizagions,
non=gevernmentsl cruaﬂizatiurs, foundations, edusational
institutions and individuals to desist from egtablishing €
and acadenic links and exchanges with the apartheld Iinstitp
in South Africa.

Wa c&ll upon the United Natlions Special Committee agagnst
Apartheld to adopt the yOlLCV reconmended by the Symposium and To

monitor its implementatien, in consultatidh with the non-pertisan
cultural body in South Africa.

We reaffirm cur conmmitment and continued support for kh§
struggle waged hy the South African pedple to esutabliah a | niteq,
non—-racial and democratic fouth Africa. i
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