003 9:13

[NKATHA FREEDOM PARTY

RF

No.7589

BUSINESS DAY, Thursday, March 27 2003

IFP struggling to retain control of KwaZulu-Natal
” ANC plays the pied piper as
politicians change their tune

Xolani Xunduy
Political Correspandant

HE Zulu nationalist

dtum, which once il

some people in Kwazn-—

lu-Natal dancing in unison as
Inkatha Freedom Party (Ilp)
leader Mangosuthu Buthelez)
played, is losing thythm,

3ix days into a period allow-—
/ing MPs and MPLs (0 cross the
floor without losing their seats,
the party finds ftself in a
quandary as it strugglos to re-
tin ts hold over the province
and the coveted premiership.,
Party members in the
KwazZulu-Natal legislature have
been made to sign pledges
decloring their loyalty ay the
African Nationa| Congress
(ANC) Jjuggernaut leaves no
stone unturned In ity attempl
ta wrest control of the provinee
from the IR

Following the defection of
former IFP member and edy-—
cation MEC Gabriel Ndaba-

ndaba to the ANC, Omie Singh
from the Demacratic Alliance
(DA) to the ANC, and the res-—
lgnatlon of former 1150 M1,
Theresa Millen ly fonn her

OWn party, the balance of pow.
er in the provinee is dpped In
favour of the ANC,

This leaves the IFP with 33
seats to the ANC’s 34, The DA,

which is 4 coalition pariner of
the IFD has six: the Uniied
Democtutic Movement hag

one and Is likely to vote with

thellp

The Minority Front and the



New Nutional Party, buth ANC
allies, have two and three seats
respectively. The African Chris-—
tan Democratic Party has two,

This means that&\200\235 the ANC
needs only two defections 1lo
govern the province and indj-—
cations wre that the party is
spending sleepless nights (ry-

" Ingto lure IFP members,

JEP spokestan Reverend
Musa Zondi says: "We’ve got
proof that senior ANC leuders

-A« are talking to our members,
something which 1s threaien-
ing to destroy our relations.a\200\235

He says the 1149 will &\200\234sjop
usideéd\204¢ shondd the ANC ke

control of the provinee. &\200\230[he
Ul will focus s energy on

preparing for next year’s gen-

cral elections,

Polltical analyst Aubrey

Matshigi helievesa\200\235 the chige
In the balange of power in e
province will harm relatjons

between the (wo &\200\230parties at
hoth national and provinefal

levels,

ANC spokesman Mitholephi
Mthimkhulu refused to Dbe
drawn into whether the party
wauld get the two members i
required o ke control of the
provinee.

a\200\234The IFP js lnereasingly
becoming rrelevant for

progress in KwaZulu-Natal,d\200\235 he
said. 4\200\234The IFP has surely
reiched iis sell-hy-date, It iy

only a matter of time before it

closes shop.a\200\235
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EHH xwlu nationalist

tlewm, which gnce il

some hoople i Kwaz-—

Ju-Natal daneing in wnizon ag
Inkatha Preedom Party (1FD)
leader Mangosutiu Butheless

played, is fosing rhythm,

Skx dayw iine u period allow-

r ing MPa ahd MPLs {0 ciugs the
floor without losing their seats,
the party fnds ftsclf in a
quandary as it stugglos o re-—
tain its hold over the province
and the coveted premiceahiys,

Pary mcmbers In the
Wi—-\202u-Nnthnlmchaw

besn made to sign pledyes
daclueing their lopahty wy the
African 4\200\224 Nationgl AngILGL
{ANC} Juggortiaul lcaves no

stane unturnod In s guempt

by wregl vontil ul e provissy

from the [K2

Pollowing the defeetion of
Tormer 1F2 mombur and cedy-—
cation MEC Gubriel Ndabg.

ndaba o the ANC, Omie Singh
from tho Domacratic Allinncu
(DA) to the ANC, and the rpys

" lgnatloa of former 1FE M,
Thersa Milen s form hey

Wiy, the balinco of pows

wr in the provine is tippat In

Tavaur ol the ANC.

4\200\230Thik leaves the 11 with 93



sents {0 the ANC’s 34. The DA,
whilch s a coalltion purnes of
the IFL haw six; the United
Demotrulle Moverent haa

utie and s likely to vote with
thell’R

The Minorlty Frout and the

New Nuttoual ey, bhuth ANC
allies, huve two ancd lhree seags
respuctively, Tha African Chis-
ttan Democratic Party has two,

This monus i the ANC

nocds oply (wg defeciiang
gevern the province and indj-
valions ure that 1lhe parly In

Spending slecpluss nlghits ry-
ingio lure IMP members,

TP spokestann Dteverond
Muza Zondi says: "we’va gol
proof that seniur ANC Iouders

"avdl 40 "1d3d

-+ kg lalking o our members,
somothing which Is theeaien-

ing to dostroy our relatlons

Het sy (e 1P will &\200\234sjop
wildeA® should te: ANC ke

vontrol of the puwinge. &\200\230ha
11 will focus ,m unergy i

prupurini) fur next year’s gen-
vial electlons,

Political analyst Aubre

Matshini bsllovess " thye :.-h:n:;z
It the balanee of power in 1lthy
province will hurmy rolatjyns
baiweun the two partles gt

hotly national and provineial
levels,

AN spukesinan Milwlvpli
Mthimkhule ofuged 19 be
drawn into whether the parcy
wantld gt (he: twn membera AS)
auivesd to ke connl nf (he
pivince.

4\200\234The 1A°P s Increasingly
hewrrnin trrolavain far

Progross i) KwaZalu-Natal,&d\200\235 ho
sald, &4\200\234The IV hng surely
rorched ns soll-by-date. It is

anly a mattor of time befora it

cloges shon.&a\200\235
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