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PREAMBLE

The South African state is colonial, racist, fascist and capitali st
inits nature. It is an outgromh and a remmant of the epoch_of
colonialism its formation came about as a result of an agreenent
between British colonialismand the white settler mnority in South
Africa that this n-inority would take over from Witehall the
functions of a colonising power. This ab neenent provided that tho

. H ndi genous African majority would be excluded from power and woul d
be ruled by the white minority as ool onial subjects, denied their

right to self-detormnation. Fromthat tine to date, the primary

and sharpest centredietion that characterised this formation has been
bet ween the fbrceg Aof national oppression on the one hand, And those
-of national liberation, en the other. As in other colonial situations,
this contradiction cannot be solved by the col dni sers thensel ves

ref ohm ng the col onial systemout of existence or, in this case, by
the: hreitorici’irag’ime "vdismtli’x’ig nBaithcid*. Tho ohly "way to abolish
this contradiction is, through struggle, to destroy the col onia

sys tor: and, in the South African ca 50, to destroy als go the, Col onia
power - the South African state
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2. OUR GOAL

Tho str: togic goal which the African National Congr: ss pursues is
the Seizure of political power by the r evolutionary forces of our
country, led by the ANC, and the forcible tra.nsfcr of thtt power
fromtho : scist ulitc ninerity to the hands of the d-cnocratic
majority , for thC crontinrnof-d peopl ct?i &rdbrLcy based on thc

-.-. AL 1, .1 _
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i deals or.bodicd in the Freedom Charter. This strategic goal finds
1. ... 1..-w_...-21LL . ... 1r.-

popul ar expros.ion in the slogan which the broad nasses of our

peopl e have taken up; Anmandl a | gawot hdm ' PoWhr to the Pooplc

Sei zure of power by tho erol utlOlarx fqrccs means and prosum ores

the nll-round defeat of the rO cist, colonial regine, thc disnantliug
by the victorious people of all political, economc, l.ilitary
cultural and other_structure of colonial and fas cist rule, Ls well
1,

as the SEA hinp of the state machinerv of f0O scismand colonic lisu
and the cons truction of a new O 110 conmitted to the defence and
advancenent of the people’s cause.
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3. OUR TASKS

To fulfil this strategic 50.31 of the forcible trunafcr of power to

the people, the ARCis working to c: rry out four prilnOlpul Jtratcaic

tasks:’

"a) The extension and cdnSolidation throughout the country, anong

al l hnatiohalities, classes, strata and groups, of an. ANC

: hhder gf auhd’ mchi norv, Capabl e of reaching,- directing_and

rleLdinr the ntjoritj of the pedplc of South Africm

-0 -ni-0 - Q.

._h)yrwthe Dollth 1 noblllsat10n of the rm 15305 of the peopie, thBdidlly

the .blg" ck sections, into active rals nt glc wound | OCal and
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nat lonul - s.sucs , whilst continuoust educating the people into

| the realinotion that, without a revolutionary transfer cf power,

no sin;rle major probleu of South Afrigpn life an be sol ved

satisfactorily and pernmanently.

c) the intensification of the armed struggle, increasingly to assert

the grow ng significance of revolutionary viol ence, our response
e coo.--wwiw 1 o...-..-0 1 .. ..., 1270 1-"1. 0 L1 L -
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to the viol ence of fascish,.as a pa; went feature of our struggle,

, | EEQ EE. 1 Q13 e recOFni sghlg-encr"” nee of our peoplgm 1251. Unkhgpt o
We Si ggSI WS the popul ar spearhead in the struggle to smash the

, -t
i nstrunments_of repression, deprive the eneLy of the abllity to
rule and.thus_crcate-the_conditions fer us t9 seize pbwer.
d) the international isolation of the Both.-Mal en raging, further
rai sing the strength and conbativeness Of the internationa
solidlrity novement and .on the _basis of our own advances in
the struggle within South Afrlca, h.gur correct strategy. and
tactics translated into action,|1nd the _acceptlnce of our
programme for the or 1tion of a denocratic, anti-fascist and
rnon-reci Al South Afrirl, to 7et the mgjority of the internationa

I cor.munlty to accept our lihcracion novenent as the representative
of all the people of nw country, 1nd the
fr 11
11 10a of the intei hhhlnxhlvto/rncnu uhul astefgsqlggwgm gnx,
fer * Y Hy)" " 1 iii

. frecdogi uucrocrwe3 eh ?,??d sonial p:0& ress
4. THE ANC AS THE VKNGUARD
Wtheut the ANC, in contact with and being part of the rw sses,
enjoying their support and con idencc and | eadini theminto many-
sided actions, our victory is inpossible. He therefore work
continuously to expand and strengthen the underground structures
-E5f1the 1ML? _ . 1.-- 1...... 11w, . -, .. -, b, -1 .
-1 .. _ 1, . -p
It is of decisive inportance that at all times the’vlsion of what
.we are fighting for, the poJ.itical programre of demands Cont ai ned
-in the Freedom Charter should be put in front of the people to
ensure that we gi Ve.nQ opportunity to the forces of counter-reVd uP
,ticn . to train qur people for a pro-inperialist solution of the
South African problem
- The exercise of the function of |eaders hil requires that there
shoul d be present within the country recogni sed | eaders of the
: peopl e who, because they are in touch with the pul se of events and-
with popular feeling., 1nd are well grounded in our policies, Hour
strategy and tactics, are therefoze clpable of providing timely and
correct |eadership.
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4
Wthout an effective underground political machinery, there are

| very’ many practical problens of the revolution that we woul d not

"ho able to solve

For instance, the successful infiltration of cadres and war-

materidl s’into the country is alnOSt entirely conditional or

dependent on the exi stence of the well-organi sed underground

machi nery inside the country, capable of receiving, transporting,
hi di ng and utilising such nen-and equi pnent in conditions of

secreCy.i This al so-holds true for all propaganda materials,’

except that relayed by-radi o from outside.

-’ Th55ANC was fornbd to unite and |l ead to freedom the African"people.
1n tine,’ however, this task has expanded; Today,t he ANC is faced
with th5 task of organising and | eading alth c oppressed peopl e
together; African; Coldurcd and Indian hhd’td wih over to it5 banner
all denocratic-mnd ed whites. To accohplish this msSion, the ANC
has in its arsenal the Freedom Charter which_wa5 born in strugglg,
emana ting fromthe people thensel ves. Today the Freedbm Chdrt5f"’
const 1tutes our principal platformin the political 5nd idhol ogi bd
strub55le for thc all bgiance of the nabs es.

5. THE MAssEs AS THE POLI TI CAL ARMY AND COVBAT FORCE OF THE REVOLUTI ON
It remains one of the fundamental truths of our struggle that victory
cannot be won without the active and conscious participation of.th9
mas5e5 bf the oppreSSed peopl e thensel ves. Therefore we’' continuously
seek ways and- neansfoder QN ng the people into active struggl e agai nst
the Bdt ha-Eal an reginme:’ The nmain tactical slogan put forward to the

people is: 'Confront-the ; Eneny on-all Fronts’ . | The eneny nust find

hi nsel f confronted with stru55le throughout the country,. involvlhg

all the oppressed ant denocratic rasscs, carried out in different forns -
strikes, boyCotts,’ iras sneetings, prayer neeting, denpnstpqtions, etc.

Sucha progranm of work is inpossible to _carry out unless we take ad-
vantage of-all 105a -and sem -1egal opportunitresm Thergf ohpl wg
;.15
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encou?35e’tho formation of -1egel organisations,_cendhpt |ega
-agitation,tandfih. many:ueys try to reach the.5reatest nunmbers of our
leople in the shortest possible tine.

This work covers the fornetion-ot pgwepful and phogressive trade
unioje, nking into account the central leading rqgle ef the_

Working class in our struSb le. This work also covers the feasants
and agricultural workers, wonen, youth and student, teachers and

ot her proffessionals, religious people etc. It should al so be

borne in mnd that all argani sati ons which adopt antl-hpartheld
positions an nd strive for a denocratic South Africa bel eng, properly
epe"king to the broad front for national |iberation.n

In order to be effective in our political and ideol ogical effehsive
agai nst the eneny, to educate the masses in the revolutionery :
yolitcs of the ANC continuously, we strive to be extrenely active
and Efficient?in the field of propaganda a: 1d information.

Ne 5Tdup of revolutionaries however gallant, disciplinelgnd self-
sacrificing, can overthrow the fascist regine, wthout the support
ani active participation of the Jeople.

In addition and of key inportance, the_perspective of a people’s

war is one of-the pecple armned.

The devel opnent of our armed struggle must progress towards the
situation of a war fought by the entire people, gradually expandi ng
the activity of the nmasses as the political army of the revol ution
to eneonpass; also; their role.as the mlitary conbat force of the
revol uti on. Thus the arned struggle, in which partial and general mass
ttuprising s will pl? y a vital role, must involve the whol e peopl e.
6. UHKHONTO WE SI ZHE - THE M LI TARY COMBAT FORCE OF THE REVOLUTI ON

" In "pur’suit of our strategic reel of the foreible capture of power,
the ANG Wrks continueusly to Step up its progranne o.f.training-as
xxony cadre es as possible in as many fields is the different stages
of our struggle | emand.



w 6

VWhat ever training is lesslible :13L 9 has t’ 3: carried cut care
fully; KSimltnneously, we have to-ihfiltretep elnany trained

"4 cddres’aui as much no teri 1- as- possible to f? cllltlte tb is progranme.
It is proper at this stage to point out that we are net 1lrep3rinv
an arny of invasion. The.units that train outside do net.themnsclvee
constitute an-arng; Rather, they are the nucleus, the organisers,
the trr iners ahd | eaders of the 3row ng popul ar army of which they
dre’ part.

The nature of our terrain, the strength and nobility of the . _
enenv fordes, the nature and organi sation. of the state machi nery
and the general |evel of devel opment of South Africa, including the
conmuni cati on system do not give us the possibility to operate
with classical guerrilla formations at t1% e begli ning of our armed
of fensive;’ ' u

The Peolw s Armv will therefore rel y on the surp ort, and active
participation of the people s revolutionary organi sati on and of

the patriotic and politically conscious nmasses and their loyalty
"to the revol ution.

In our work we are guided by the sloge : 'Werever the nasses are,
political bases and revolutionary orgasisntions’ nust_be set up".
By relying on these r-olitical bases, we will be able to solve the que-

stion of nilitary bases.

He al so work to create underground units of v.rious categories

t hroug; hout the country. _

VWil e working for the establishnment and_activieation cf eur visualised
nati onal network of trained ane arned conbat groups; we afe eihultn-
neously working ta solve the very nany rel ated problehs 03 syptlies
transport, communi cations, secrecy, etc.
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:Such organisationa 1 work i s being acconpani ed Eyithe cs cal utionhcf™’
arnmed actions to weaken gn'l eripple the eneny uni to prepare for the
next . phaee of arned struggle.-

.
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Thr ough our actions we should aimto disperse the eneny forces,
geographi cally and functionally.

SEl ZURE OF PONER N THE FI NAL PHASE

The Sei zure of power by the people will be realised as the cul m na-
tion of a protracted war cf liberation, fought through a comnbination
of political and mlitary means and concluding in a general offensive
in which we will bring to hear our accunulated mlitary and political
strength to defeat the eneny and effect a revolutionary transfer of a
povcr to the reople.



BROAD GUI DELI NES FOR DI SCUSSI ONS

PART 11l B

1. ’Introduction

The Presidential Eessage to the People of South Africa of January 8th,
1984 Contains many directives which, together, constitute our tactica
response to.the situation that fgg d and in nany inportant respects,

still faces our nmovenment. Bel ow, WQ detail these tasks since they
represent an inpcrtant part of th perspectives we have faced and
will still face in the inmediate future

0. Defend cur rains

c) It is our duty to lefenl the Freedom Charter, the strategic
and tactical line of our novenhnt, as well as the ANC and-its
arnmed wi ng Unkhohto He Sizwc;

b) It is also our task to defend the mass denocratic novenent, as
wel | as individual latriots and dgnocrats;

c) He must al so defend the gains we have scored in the internationa
Struggl e and encourage the international solidarity noverment not

to retreat from already established anti-apartheid po$itionsg

3; -Achieve new victories

w
a) By further popul arising anong our people the Freedom Charter and
iff-Y the strategib and tactical line of our novenent as well as further

i ncreasing the organi sed strength and popularity of the ANC and MK
b) By further encouraging the gTowh and strengthening of the mass
denocrati c nmovenent, pronoting-the creation of these where none
exi st and working for united-action anong all.these on the basis
of tho .csitions of the denpcratic novenent in wenerale

uy

0) By encouraging the formation of cno denocratic trade union
federation, the orgahisati oh 6f the uhofgani scd and the unenpl oyed
and ensure that the wdrking-class and the working rqul emn genera
are ConSci ous of-dnd plar.their.roi e as.the vanggard hoci hl force of
t

the national denocratic revol ution

.5
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d) By encouraging the formati on of mabs denocratic organisations in
the countrysu le and. the gctivisation of the rural rp sscs ihto
4 M...-..
struggl e around thC qucsfthn"vfti gn& and #Cnaual s;
C) By encouraging tlle greatest tossfkie-&volvcnmont of the religious
conmunity in the denocratic struggle and nobilise this conmunity
especially around the call: "Act now in defence of justiqgll29ggc
and life"; " .5 1"Viii i ' 1.
f- Bv "ronotinr the develC mcntCof a denpbnatic novenent anunr

1 (
cultural worlce rs a d sportspeople and to increase the use of
.cultan QS. & weapon in our struggle; i .": 1
3) By orienting the revolutionary mass es and act1lvl6lnv themtC
reduce the c po.city of the apartheid regine to govern our
country by destroying the organs of governnent and resisting
.Cono-r 1. "L
eneny attom ts to inpleant its programes and rendering
"th"-
institutions of._ the regi ne unworka 1blC;
h) By encouragi ng the "Col oured"” and Indian people to refuse to
be’ abSor bchi nto.the apartheid constitutipnnl structures;
1) By encouragi ng thos e sections anong the whitC community who
"habour anti-apartheid sentinents_to abandon the illusion of
"parlianentary yolitics" and to activise themintc thC nass
denocratic struggle;
3) By encouraging white, Coloured and Iniian youth to refuse to serve
in the racist army and working for the w dest-pesSi bl CCreili C&ion
agai nst-consoription into the apartheid arny;
CE) By nohiiising the black Youth against joining the SADF, Dantusta
arm es and pdi Ce forces;
1) By enbohraging the further activisation of wonmen into the mass
wdeCCratic Ctrqul C,-the fermati on of denocratic wonen’ s organi -
sations, united action anong these organi sations and the fornation
of C nati Cn-wi do denpcratic woren’s federation, and by encouragi ng
thol struggle for the libera tion_ of wonen as an integral part of the
victory of the national dempoCrati C revol ution-
a nm By working tb CnCQurare the deocratic novement to further shift
its fosturC fromthe aofensivc to the offensive, and to educa to
B = B T R VA
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3
activists and the masses in the lolitics of revol utionary change;
n) By encouraging the further growh of the Southern African
noverment of sclidarity with the LHC and SHAPQ projecting the
yosition that our region shares one destiny, and by nctivising
the people of South Africa to denpbnstrate their solidarity with
the rest of the pecples of our region, concentrating especially
on the aggressive policies of the apartheid regimne;
0) By encouraging the further growh of the world novenent of
solidarity with the ANC, SHAPO and our region as a whol e,
further intensifying the canpaign for the isolation of apartheid
South Africa, cducatinr our own reople to understand the anti-
i mporialist nature of our strhggle and nobilising themto act
in solidarity with other struggling peoples in favour bf nucl ear
di sar manent national indefcndencc social vro. ess and world
1J.i 1;
peace.



