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Maseka —
mechalglca
genius...

" By Z B MOLEFE

MR JAN BUTI MASEKA is not called “The

Mechanical Genius of Orkney” for nothing.
-For years he has heen involved in hmldmg
_ tractor models as a hobby.

‘But you have to visit him in order to appre-
clate his skill which has seen his tractor models fi-
nishing among the prizewinners during the annual
Spnngbok Radio “Toys for Joy” competition.

- THE WORLD visited : this soft-spoken 40-year-
-old father of two children at the Vaal Reefs Mine
" ‘married quartefs. .
. ' *In fact my hobby started when I was a boy
workmg as a farm labourer at Koster in the Cape,”
said a beaming Mr Maseka, who had just put finish-
ing touches to his latest mod.el — a front-end loader,
which has taken him more than six months to build. -
s After ‘invxtmg reporters tu “inspect. the’ “model -
_ which had everythmg “built: into it mcludmg intFicate
'mechanical pieces like brake ' shoes ‘and -drums; we’

“models ™’ that*“hégcbought one,

‘a R100 gift vou;ﬂler - said-

aseka.
“The following:year I-imp

Sl second *

~-iny-models to whites in CapesTown- and Pretoria. -

+and achieve

3! wanted to know 1f whe uses any drawmgs or- plans be-'.: .':

B 3 eolleague told- me to- enter for:.t ‘the “Toy for: Joy.,;;
. competition. I won ' third -prize “and scollected ; R100 -

+-/prize- with the model.I had entered:-I have also sold- -

There is also the well'known shoe polish manutac-

. . turer who has shown interest and has ordered
“-model,” Mr Maseka continued.

He has only one regret. “I could work a lot|
uch. But now my house is so small,
And of courfe there is the problem of the children.
You know/that type of situation. where when you

want to ¢o serious work the eluldren will a]so want
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Monyane (left) ad-
1 mires the work of his
friend, . Mr - Buti Ma-
seka, who has won
fame as the mechanic-
al genius of Orkney
for the tractor models
_he builds during his
spare time. Al
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