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INTRODUCTION

south Africa today is in a war situation. Despitce international
pressure and ‘'verligte" (‘fenlightenced') movemcnts from within“th$
white community, the rcecgime rcmains roéolutc in i1ts maintenance
of ?owerithrough the use of violent force. To date this repression
hasteun implemented thrbugh the economic mtructure; logislatibn,r
the-activitios of the sccurity police ~nd the Openiviolbnce of
the South African Police. The backbone of the state's security,
the South African Defence Forbe'(SﬁDF), has never fully been put
to the. test,

It 15 incvitable, however, that, as the level of confrontation
between white and black increascs, the SADF will become the‘kéy to
the survival of_thé anarthcid regime and there is cvery reason to
assume that a significant proportion of the whitc nonulation will
be »repared. to fight to the very cnd. The role of the military.
thus nceds to be scriously ccnaidercd when 1ooking at the dynémics
of.the unfolding strugsle for nétional liberation. NO SﬁCCESQFUL
REVOLUTION HAS TAKZIN PLACE IN THIS CEHTUKY WITHCUT THERZ HAVING
BDEELN i:SIGNIFICANT LEVEL OF DISLOYALTY AWONGST TH. DEFENDING TROOPS.

THE STRENGTH OF THZ MILITAR

The SADF,'in an cmergency, 1s capable of‘puttinga force of
at least 250,000 in the ficld whosc équipmbnt éndrloyalty will
match any in Africa. With the heln of the wéatorn powers, the SADF
has equipped itself with sophisticated tochnology and machinory.
Anticipating potcntial isolation ycars ago, South Africa haé
developed almost comnlete sclf-sufficiency in its Capacitjto
producc 1ts own basic armgs and munitions.

The nmilitary consists of a small corc of profescional
soldiers, the Permancnt Force, and the vest majority, the Cifizon'
Force,lwho, after an initial two ycar pecriod of service, arc 5
called out of civilian life to nerform short tours of duty.

The 55,000 members of the Permancnt Force have by thdir own.
decision made a carcer choice to dﬁfénd the nresent sysfom,'Thcy
renresent the toughamt'core of thosec committéd to défondinglthc

state. HMembcrs of the Citizen Force scrve under compulsion from
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the state. The loyalty of these troops is 'a crucial facet of the

SADF's strength.

THE INDCCTRINATION OF WHITE SOUTH AFRICA

A1l white South Africans arc prey to the indoctrination of the
apartheid system from their carlicst conscious moments. They grow up
in an environment of material benefits, expericncing the master-
servant relationship between their parents and blacks. They enter
segregated schools where their history books give them a faultless
view of their heritage. In church they learn of the naternalistic
way in which blacks ‘''need to be treated'. From the media they hear
and rcad daily of the ''terrorists and communists who threaten our
lives' - this also from the liberal press who criticise the government
on so many other points. By the time they start thinking for them-
selves, the threat of communism and the "swartgevaar(‘‘black danger'')
is so firmly entrenched in their exwperience, that without the option
of rlternative views they automatically buy the ‘"South African drecam'.

This dream ic not a simple trust in apartheid and the present
government, for these can be openly criticised. The drcam lics 1n
the belief that white South Africa hac the right to control the
‘destiny of all the people of the country. The conservati?es are hanny
. with the way things are now, the liberals want tc sec gradual chaonge
- ‘ithrough the democfacy of o white controlled parliament'. These two
grouns and the variationsltheréof may heve heatced arguments, but
their dream is the same; “We as whites are not settlers, but Africans
in our own righ%iwho over three centuries have built un the wealth of
our country. We have to defend our interests, for majority rule will
mean choos, qommunism and every white having their throat slit.

South Africa 1is our only horie and so we must fight for the right to
remain in our own territory.’

WVhen white South Africans enter the military with this view of
the situation it is not sur»rising that they casily succumb to the
blunt indoctrination that is an intogrel poart of the tralning
programme. The vast majority of troops, by the time they are sent to

the operational areca for duty, are fully prepared to carry out any

instructions and believe any renorts that come down to thcem from
their commanders. They arc efficient, unqucstioning soldiers,

dutifully serving their country.
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Yhe c¢scalating war is by no meang confined to the concerns of
the troops. In civilian life the state is very effectively encouraging
a. potent war psychosis. There is widespread hero worship for ‘'our boys
on the border'' and pooplé in uniform are gaining more and more
privileges in civilian life. Bvery radio station devotes a significant
proportion of its broadcasting time to request nrogammes for those
in uniformw. Hulti national corworations have been swonsoring fund-
raising drives to provide home comforts for troops in the operational
-areas. All men killed during service receive full military honours
at their funcral. South Africa is preparing itself psychologically

for a massive confrontation.

In gencral, the state is able ot this stage to boast what apnears

to be o well olled war machine that presents a fairly formidable

picture of what the National Liberation Movement is up against.

oALSCOM'S PLATEFORI

SALSCOM hes defined its role in contributing to the liberation
struggle in South Africa o5 one of addressing the warticular role of
whites. Already there are a small but significant »nroportion of
whites who are prepdred to contribute in whatever way possible to
fundamental chnnge in the aparthecid system. As the »ressure’ increases
and the forces of isolation and liberation begin to drive white
oouth Africa into aimdre hopeless —osition, there are bound to be an
increasing number of whites who can be won over to the side of
liberation or at least neutralised to a dceision not to defend the
present system.

‘The SADF 'is crucial to the survival of the apartheid state.
Without the military to protect the system, it would collapse
overnight. The =bsolute loyalty of the members of the military and
their willingness to defend the systen with their lives is an

essential contribution in mainteining the system. This loyalty, - - -

oALSCOII believes, is the weakect link in South Africsa's chain of

military defence,

South African white youth arc not fascists by nature. Their
absolute loyalty stands on asflimsy base. One crack, one serious
question unansvered ond a thought process can begin which could

bring down the fragile mythology built upon lics ~nd over-pumned
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propaganda. We believe that it is possible to penetrate the military
and to create an important segment within the SADF who will be
-nreraredto join forces with the National Liberation Movement. The
weak links in the chein need to be explored. The seeds of dissension
cléarly exist in the South ﬂfrican military today. SALSCOM sees its
role in enabling the growth of these seeds in whatever way possible

as a constructive contribution towards national liberation.

A CALL TO DISSENSION - THZ DISSENTZR'S PROGRAMME
e < 7GR o e

THE ALIENATION OF THE YOUTH

White South Africa is by ne ncans one monolithic whole that
1s prepared to defend its laager of interests to the death. Incrcasing
numbers of white South Africans are beginning to seriously question
the prospects of living in a police state that is rushing itself
headlong towards destruction. It is especlally amongst the youth that
alternatives are being sought. With the escalétihg war situation on
the borders and in the urben areas, white youth (all men and a
growing number of women) are having to face the reality of what it
means to fight and die ‘"for their country''. lore =nd more of these
conscripts arc bcginning to sce their service in terms of defending
a systenm which they abhor and which offcers thern no future. Clearly
the-apartheid state 1s fast alienating 2 very significant pr0portion

of 1ts youth,

THE SEiEDS OF DISSENSION

ilrmady there are signs of discension within the SADF. Icolated
incidénts'occurring regularly within the forces night appear to be
totallj insignificant unlessz placed in the perspective of the growth
ﬁﬂtterns'of'diqsension that have becn observed within other military
systems. A few examjleéh(éll'takennfrom a tour of duty of one infantry

battalion) should give some indication of this.




* While in Angola, o platoon shaved themselves bald in drotest of

fortnightly haircuts.

* A platoon serving on the Angolan border refused the orders of their

commanding officer and declined to co--operate i1n any way until
the officer agreed to make concessions in his treatment. of The
troons.
* Two privates assaulted an officer as they felt he was treating
them unjustly.:
There are many sirilar stories which are usually viewed purely in
terms of petty disobedience. These incidents nust be »ut in their
proper: perspective alongoide the fact that in 1976 4,000 men failed
to report for their allotted duty,
vouth Africa can boast that it has 2 military mochine with a
high degree of natriotic loyalty. Indced it presents a formidable
picture of what the forces of liberation are up against. The state
can recaelistically rely on a significant proportion of itg troons to
remain loyal to the very end. But the sceds of dissension -re clearly
vlented in the system and can only spread in the escalating

confrontation.

DISSENSION AND DESERTION -~ LONG AND SHORT TORE STRATLGIES
e et ettt ettt ettt ettt e e ottt £ O L IV £ LT L LD
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Perhaps the most constructive contribution that nrogressive
white South Africons, both incide and outside the country, can nake
to the liberation strug le lies in undernining the strength of the
military from within, in building and supporting diﬁﬁenﬁion“wiyhip
the ranks. The initiative for dissension can only be taken by those
in ‘the ranks but is very unlikely to occur in a vecuurl.

ST H encouraging descrtion, ocne is poding as a solution that »11
progressive white South Africans should leave the country. is a long
term strategy this cannot be Justified, for it negntes the fact that
whites are South Africans and arc . very much part of the country's
Tuture. However we believe it is essentisl to establish o very
clear orecedent of desertion before one cnn cxpect to see the
initiative of widcspread dissension veing taken on the inside. This
belief is borne out by ‘the natterns of the growth of dissension in
various contemporary situstions. Ucoccertion can thus only be seen as
a means to the end of establishing a very firm 2nd clear support base

outside the country that can give whatever aid neccesary to an




initiative on the inside.

This reaconing is based on the belief that whites have a positive
and concreté-role to play in the dynamics of change in South Africa
and that there 15 a poselibility of a significant wave of dissension
being establishcd withian tho militziryn Cven if this is too
optimistic a prediction, descrtion does have a profound cifect on the
white wopulation and can go a long way in bre=king the morale of
the troops. In the »nast, public stotements made abrosd by deserters
hpve daugé- a.flurry of reactions in the South African préasu'Theﬁe
'Cannot faii to have »~ significant impact on those faced with the
prospect'of oeing sent to the operstional arcas to fight for the
recgime. If nothing else, a single act of desertion mezns that there

15 one lces gun between the »nresent system and liberation.

A CLLL TO DILSENSION

SaLoCO calls for 2ll draft-age white Scuth Africans to seriously
question their role in defending the apartheid regime and to refuse
to teke up arms agecinst the forces of liberation. It cnccurages draft
rceistance, desertion ~nd dissension within the rﬂnkﬁ.ﬁnd'wledgCSltO
help disscnters in whatever way nossible. At the ssmme time SALSCOR
calls for the support of nrogressive individuals and instifutions
outside south Africa to assist those who on groundé of conscicnce

refuse to support the apertheid staote by taking up arms.

m—

THE AILS OF THE DISSENTER'S PROGRAMME

At this time, the prospcct of any white South Africen leaving
the country is bleak. It is almost impossible for them to obtain
residency, work or travel documents anywhere in the world without
a great deal of trouble. The deccision to throw up one's lot in one's
own country 1is seriously hindered if onc is faced with no »rospect of
any form of security within a2 new environment. SALSCOM thus sees one
Oof its prioritieg 1n providing a sugnort base outside South Africa
tolovéréome these difficulties. The programme aims at assisting
refugeeﬂ of the South African military and to publicise this
assistance to generatec a flow of deserters that in its own right

will establish the first clear precedent inside South Africa of a
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widespread move of dissension within its rankse.

Creating desertion and disscension within the ranks of the SADF
18, wWwe believe, a viable long t@rﬁ goal, but there are a number of
stens to be underteoken, one by one, before we can hope to rcach the

goal. these are:

1. Getting Asylum for Descrters and Draft Resisters

e e

1.) Reseerch and investigate immigration laws and the viebility of
asylum for dissenters in about ten countries. From a preliminary

reading of the situation the picture looks rather bleak.

2.) Target thrce or four countries where the political and legal
conditions seem most favourable and in concert with nolitical
parties, solidarity grouns and legal exnerts, to organisce and
lobby for these countries to grant political asylum to soldiers

who refuse tc fight in the South African military.

3.) Work on internationnl bodies like the Vorld Council of Churches,
the EEC, the ILO, the United Nations High Commission for Refugecs, ctc.

to increase nressure for such a granting of asylun.

Once there are threc or four countries, including at lcecast
one bknglish s»eaking country, ‘who have teken definite and positive

positions on granting dissenters asylum, we will move on to step 2.

2o Disseninating Infermation to Soldiers

1.) Inform soldicrs who about to be colled up or are in service

that 1f they wish to descrt they will need, for exarinle :. to
. & ¢

L

£

leave South Africa via a number of 2ossible routes, to go-to
designated countrics bringing with them their pacsports, call-up
papers, etc. ond within one wecek contact support groups, lawyers,

etces Who will assisct them unon arrival.

2.) Get the word back to the soldiers in South Africaj by open
publicity in the »press if possible, by radio broadcasts into the

country, by soHhrcecading inforiiation leaflets vie safc addresses or

underground, by word of. itouth - snecaking to soldicrs on. holiday




abroad who are going back,etc.

5. Providing assistance to Deserters
1.) Provide a counselling service for deserters to help them
integrate into 2 new society by helping them with legal cssistance
temporary financial assistance and by proviailng contact with agencies
that can assist with job, housing, cduc=tional and social security

nroolemse.

: 2.). Put them in touch with other South African exiles, solidarity
groups and, through a newshaper, with deserters in other countrics,
A s0lid support base will be essential to help them cope with the
proh lem of life in exile and to solicit their so-operation in

assisting other dcecserters.

At this stage maximum publicity 1s neccesary to nublicisc the

case, to organize rress interviews, speaking tours ctc., to build

£

up international support for the progrsmme, as well 2s to convey the

nescage of asylum back to South Africa.

4, PROMOTING AGITATION AlONGST TROOPS

1.) Monitor contact points to gct in touch with these peonle and to
pose to them the alternative to fighting for the regime. Hundreds of
- soldiers, in between their tours of @uty, go abroad for holidays.
They gravitate towards youth hosteks and certain pubs pbbular with

oouth Africans.

2.) Encourage then, upon return, to precsent the case to the soldiers

on the inside.,

%5.) Distribute literature and counter-propaganda amongst troops on
the inside. This should stinulate a regular flow of deserters that
will increasingly become a major pmychalogicnl-blow to the norale

of the troons and will begin to undermine their willingness to-

fizht.




5. Gathering Information
M—W

1.) Gather informstion, vnublished and unnmublished, a2bout South
Africa's militery copacity in order to gain a clear picture of

the whole South African military system.

2.) Gather information directly from tie soldiers themselvesy a
vast and thus far untapped source of informatioh. Every soldier can
provide information on what the current political climate in the

military is, the strength of his unit, etec.

5¢.) Transfer this information into charts, revorts and strategic

=

laps and »resent this to the National Liberation lMovenent. This is
vital information thot can be gathered from every deserter and other

synihathetic soldiers.

1f the programme advances according to cxpectations, SALSCOM
envisages setting up a centre in IEngland to act -5 an accessible
focus for the programme, to n»nHrovide temporary accomodation for
deserters and an oper~tional b-se from which work bcing done in

various countries can he co-ordinatoed.

SALSCOM
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