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The Permanent M ssion of the Kingdom of Lesotho to the

United Nations presents its conmplinents to the Permanent M ssions
and O fices of Permanent Cbservers to the United Nations and
has the honour to informthemthat Hi s Excell ency Anbassador
Monyane Paanya Phoof ol o, Pernmanent Representative of the Kingdom
of Lesotho to the United Nations, has returned to New Ybrk and
resumed charge of the M ssion.

The Permanent M ssion of the Kingdom of Lesotho to the

United Nations avails itself of this opportunity to renewto
the Permanent M ssions and Ofices of Permanent Observers to
the United Nations the assurances of its highest consideration.
NEW YORK

ah April, 1990.
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The :1ler Erder

The 26 Mar Ch overthmw of President Moussa Traore’ 1n

Mali, eVei'y bit as bloody and dranatic as that O N col ae
Ceauses’ cu just 16 nonths ago, and the denocratic el ection

of a ne’ Wpresident, N cephore Soglo, 1n Benin on 24 March
911585t h ' I andmark events which have received | ess attention
fromthe news nmedia of the Western Wrld than they deserve.

Both indicate that the wave of political Change sweeping

Afri Ca, Wich appeared to be weakening, still has sone way

torgoi .9115

Most inmportantly; South Africa 18 mWon the verge of an

all -party pre-negotiation conference, whose task will be to

fix the agenda and form of the constitutiorl’al conference
scheduled to begin later this year. A Wdel’'y-held viewis that
the political prospects fO change are quite gOOd, while the
econom ¢ ' prospects appear bleak. The country will have to

navi gate the perils of constitutional change with a | ow or

zero grON h rate, rising unenpl oynent, and "a' harsh anti -
inflationary econom c policy. The continiled high |evel of
killingsincreasingly suggests that political’yiolence my be
even nore prevalent in the new South Africa than in the ol d.

7 South Africa, despite the features Wiich distinguish it
fromother African countries, poSes thquestions which

haunt every ’'govemment contenplating reform ' how does a

gover nrent engage the opposition in dial ogue wthout

handi ng Over an unacceptabl e degree of power? If a govem

nment will not accept the formmon of a Constituent assenbly,

how else 15 it to establish a constltutlon maknmg body whi ch

i s’ considered Iegltlnate7 4

Not a single country in Africais 110VVuntouched by’ t he

spirit of change Wich has nade itselffelt sir’tce’ 1989-90 and
can afford to ignore these questions; Even Malawi, previ-

o’ uSly hernetic, has been affected. Al are grappling Wth
simlar problens as they seek aiway forward. $50 Tone e

Princi pe and Cape’ Verde have bEth’ s’ ucceeded’ 11) trains-

form ng thenselves into nultil partyndenocrac’ie’s, but bOh

are smal |l Portuguese- speaking island- states whose infiu-

ence is limted.

According to our calcul ations, the key countries, other

than South Africa,are as follows:

0O Mali: President Muwussa Traore had distingui shed hinmsel f as one
of the nosttobdurate of Africa s opponents of pOitical refoi-m For
nmont hs his cal cul ati on appeared to be paying off, as it seened that
a countryas rural and poor as Mali could resist change nore easily
than a’' nore urbanised Cuntry Wth a largerm ddl e El ass. Tlaol'els
overthrow has denonstrated that this is not’so and has illustrated the
danger of resisting change. It may now have a’ knock4on effect in
ot her Ftench-speaki ng countries whi ch have been unent husi asti oin
the inplementation of reform especially N ger and Guinea. '1

0 Zanbi a: inportant because it hosts arguably .sub-Saharan
Africais nost pEpul ar anfilrobust oppositiontin one of thenpst

hi ghl'y urbani sed countries. The Muwvenent for Multi- party De-
nocracy (MVD) has secured the passage to a ntilti-party consti-
tution while staying intact. There has been a rel ative absence of
political violence, to the credit of all concerned. The MVD how
has a good chance of ousting President Kenneth Kaunda s United
Nati onal | ndependence Party, m power since independencel But
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the MVD could itself be weakened by in-tighting between riva
barons (AC Vol 32 No 5). Sonme observers consider that MD

| eader F rederick Chiluba may not be i mune fromthe type of
presidentialismwhich many Zanbi ans condem in Kaunda; The

next few nmonths will test the true quality of the MvD. , 111111
O ZaireN-grfsident Mobutu Sese Seko, fanpbus as an apostle of the
one-party state, last year set a new prec’ edent by agreein g to a multi-.
party constitutiomH s aimwas to create a systemof three tame
parties, which he Wwuld donminate in the role of a head of state who

was above party politics. Wien this strategy failed, he went to the

ot her extreme, creating as many political parties as possible in an
effort to divide and rule. The result is that Mbutu, a tactician of
genius, still dominates Zairean politics. But the country is further
than ever frompolitical or econom c regeneration.

O Benin: it has succeeded better than any other mainland state in
transformng a politically and financially bankrupt dictatorship

into a nodel of multi-party denocracy. President Soglo received

80% of the votes in the south of the country, but a mere 10% percent

in the north, where people voted for the outgoing Mthieu Kerekou

i ndi cating the continuing inmportance of ethnic factors

0 C6te dllvoire: the fornmershowpi ece of French-sbeakingi Africa

has succeeded in transforming itself into a nulti-party systemin

whi ch President Felix HouphouEt-Boigny stillrugs the shoW. and

his party still runs the elections with a tane opposition. iGOne is the
threat of massive street-protests which hovered early |ast year.. The
scene is now set -’for Houphouet-Boigny to quit poWer. Wthhis head
hel d high, like his hero, General Charles de Gaulle

0 Kenya: at the sane tinme one of the nobst successful cQuntries

in Africa, and al so One,.whose, goverment has setitself resolutely
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agai nst f undanent al reform LastJul y, many observers, including

oursel ves (AC Vol 31- No 1,4) thogght that President Daniel arap

Moi m ght have di1fficultyisurvlvling 1990. He has eone through

intact, thanks to the Gilf .war, his control of the arny, the induli’
gence of the British governnent, and- the existence of a |arge
mddle class; with a 'vested interest in stability which surpasses
even its dislike for its government. V

The above six gases are notable only in that they illustrate
certain tendencies. Al nost’every other country is undergo: .

ing some simlar experience. In southern Africa, Angola

3. now has every prospect of a multi- -party constitution, al-_ 1

t hough peace could still be many nonths away. |In Mbzam

bi que, there 18 no end 1n sight to the rural rebellion inspired
by the Resistehcia Naci onal Mganbi cana (Renanp) in

spite of a new, nulti-party constitution. Zi nbabwe is
enmbar ki ng on econom ¢ (but not political) restructuring.
Virtually all of theFrench-speaking countries south of the
Sahara have now settled for the fornula of nanaged politiea
ref orm recomrended by France, which has been conspi cu-

oushby its disinclination to hel p di ehard opponents of reform
suchas Malils Mussa Traore and Chad' s Hi ssein Habre,
whOShave' paid the price. Togo' s President Gnassi ngbe
Eyadkna saw the |ight and conceded serious reforns in the
nick of tinme?" Elsewhere in 'the ’'French-speaki ngr world,
serving heads of state have ieniained in power while opening
up the constituti On t6 national debate and have successfully
established 11’ 111111- -party Systerns which do not seriously
threaten their grip on power. This has been the case not only
in Cote d Ivoire but also in Gabon,lvllith reformtrailing
behi nd i n Carmeroon, Madagascar, Congo, and others.

Rwanda, Djibouti hGui nearthe Seychelles (a special case)

and the Central African Republic drag their feet.

O her countries taking faltering steps towards politica
reforminclude Tanzania and Ghana. Nigeria -is in a

category of its own as it grapples with a programre of
transition to civilian rule.

The npst tragic category is that of s’tates which appear to
have fallen apart for the indefinite future. These include
Li beria, Sommlia and Sudan, the latter having incllirred the
wrat h of powerful enem es by supporting the wong side in
the Gulf war. Mozanbique, in spite of its govemment ?s
flexibility, nmay al so be placed in this category. _
Mauritius is arguably Africais only real, functioning

multi- -party denpcracy. In the case of Nami bia, nore time
is needed for a definitive judgenent. Ganbia, Botswana

and Senegal have all had nulti-pany systens for sone

years, but close exam nation of each reveals a system of de
facto single-part’y control in which the opposition appears
doonmed to permanent el ectoral defeat

The poiitical reforns undertaken so far,whi le they may
warmthe hearts of denocrats and |iberals world- w de, have
underlined the inportance of the reservations expressed-by
Africa Confldentia
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Africa Confidential |ast year (AC VO1 31 No 5). Ethnic
politicsare alive and well, as the caseof Benin denonstrates

with particular elarity.Opponerlts of mlti-party systens
1Lair." making a serious point when they argue that this system
" ' carries a risk of an aggravated form of ethnic voting. But the
solution is surely not to preserve rigid and tyrannical one-
party states in which the winner takes all. The days are gone
when organi sed expressions of ethnic solidarity could .be

, mstaken for a threat to national sovereignty in Africa. The
task facing African governnents is not to stifle such expres-
sion by banning ethnic parties, butto find constitutiona
systens which take full account of the multiplicity 6f ethnic
and factional interests. "So far; only South Africa has’ begun
seriously exploring this avenue. O hers will haye to foll ow,
starting, perhaps, with Ethiopia.



A second rel evant observation concerns the inadeqlla’ cy

7 of international response. Sao Tone, Cape Verde and Benin
have alltaken remarkable strides to transformtheir constitu-
tions. Many other goverments have taken brave steps in the
direction urged upon them by the Wrld Bank and | eadi ng
Western donors but are not being rewarded by any | oosening

of purse-stllngs.Céte d lvoire, for exanpgle continues to
groan under the weight of its debt. Denocracy 1n itself .wll
not produce prosperity. And denocracy is unlikely to
flourish in inpoverished circunstanees. The W rld Bank

has so far failed to answer the question of whether structura
adj ustment of African econom es" can take place 1lnder

el ected governnments. The experiences of Chana and N ge-

ria suggest not. In these circunstances, to call for denoc-
racy and then hope for the best verges on the irresponsible
There is even a ghestion-mark over the commtnent of

France, the nbSt entrenched of external powers to continu-
111g.,large- scale aidi France is, after all, no nore than a
medi um power, and nust consider its European future.

Since the end of the Cold War, the United States appears to
be losing even the little interest it had 1n Africa (AC Vol 32
No 1). . 1

In the absence of either real political |egitinmcy or over-
whel mi ng power, nore and nore governments- and even

states- are now com ng under threat from anbitious young

men who see their way to power through violence. ,._C _1lad,

Li beria and Somalia, .19 nanme but three, all appear to have
established a pattern of unending struggle for power by

arned factions. Even after the end of the Cold war, aspiring
warl ords like Charles Taylor do not find it hard to find

ext ernal backers. Mozanbi que appears to be in the same
Situtation - and Renanp s refusal to honour a ceasefire
indicates that the real motive of us |eaders 15 not to establish
the possibility to tight for power through political means, but
to seize power by force. The sanme coul d becone true of

South Africa s townshi ps, where unending violent struggle

ri sks becomng a normal formof political expression. O

MO occo:

Hassan’ s m nO troubles

There is a growi ng view abroad that Morocco is North

Africais next crisis country.

The opposition has been strengthened by its challenge to

King Hassan Ilis policy over the Gulf war. The-govem

mentis weaknesses were denonstrated by riots Wich shook

Fez and other cities |ast Decenber. |slam st opponents have
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at last shown thensel ves 1n public, alongside the traditiona
leftist/Arab nationalist opposition. Wth the econony under
pressure fromdebt ,and fluctuating world pll ces for oil and
mnerals, it will not be easy to neet demands for jobs higher
wages and a' better quality of life for the huge majority that
is excluded fromthe wealth of an elite gathered round the
Palace. ' vy. z 1
The view frominside the kingdomis rather different In
recent nonths, a united opposition front has .devel oped
which will push for greater denpbcracy. It expressed itself in
a 3 February denonstration in Rabat, held to rel ease tensions
deriving frompopular anti-war sentinent. At the tail of the
huge crowd were up to 30,000 Islamsts - whose | argest
noverent , ALAdl wal | hsan (J ustice and Charity), has been
heavily repressed. . Sone 250, 000- 300, 000 ot hers took part
i n what becane the | argest denonstrations since independ-
encein .1956. ,
Not for aidecade have opposition parties manoeuvered so
assenively, They will press for a fair chance of representa-
tion in a nmore powerful parliament when el ections are
eventual ly held. Yet few Mroccans doubt that the Pal ace
will continue to donmnate politics, with Hassan perched atop
a conplex pyram d of |ocal patronage networks. Reforns
there may be, but nore sweeping change is unlikely w thout
the sort of popular explosion or mlitary coup that would
seriously underm ne Hassan, 60 this year. The Rabat dem
onstration, significantly, was peaceful. Wen the King
banned all subsequent marches, the order was obeyed. It is
an illustration of the King’ 8 continuing authority.
In fact the collapse of Irag 5 arnmy showed that, once
agai n, Hassan had proved hinmself a master tactician. This
was an essential quality for handling the Gulf crisis, whose
consequences were potentially explosive, even for the ex-
treme west of the Arab world

There was no question who was running things during the
War. Hassan 1s understood to have told his ministers at |east
twice not to speak out on Gulf issues. He ended in the
Wi nning team having sent- sone 1,300 troops to Saud
Arabi a and nai ntai ning a contingent of about 5,000 Specia
Forces in the United Arab Enmirates, there to 'protect Abu
Dhabi s rul er Shei kh. Zayed bin Sultan al Nahayan, a
regul ar visitor to Morocco, along with nmany of his wealthi-
est countrymen. :-' v
The opposition had manted Hassan to change si des. But
t he Pal acehad few doubts whoiwould win the War. Unli ke
nost Maghrebi s, . Hassan and ' his cl osest advisors did not
bel i eve the often undigested Iragi comruni ques that littered
the North Af11' can press. , . -
Ski | ful manoeuvri ng has consol|dated Moroceo s ties
with the United States. Deputy Secretary of State Law
rence Eagl eburger paid an unannounced visit in md-
February to tell Hassan that President George Bush under -
st oodhi s position: Rabat could count on Washingtonis ful
support - unlike its Arab Mahgreb Union (AMJ) nei gh-
bours, including Tunisia (AC Vol 32 No 4), whose US aid
has been sl ashed. Washi ngton can be expected to | obby for
Moroccan interests in critical international forums, includ-
ing the International Mnetary Fund (I M), the Paris C ub
and the United Nations Security Council, which is now
wor king on the future of the Western Sahara (AC Vol 32
No 6).
Africa Confidentia
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RUMOURS OF RI QTS
The worst rioting since 1984 was foeussed on Fez and _,
several towns in the traditionally rebellious nolth on 14-15 p
December 1990. Initial reports of the violence’ in Fez were "
deeply shocking to nost Mdtoccans since the city is they ’
5 governnent s heartland. Fassis predom nate 1n govem
nent, business and influence- -broking. i i i i’ -’



The 17 Decenber events in Casabl anca were thus largely ’
over | ooked outside the kingdom Casablanca Was swept by

,V a strange wave of panic. Thousands of people and cars ’'took
to the streets. According to sonme sources, groups of youths .
went through the town announcing that trouble was starting. 7,
, Others say it could nmerely have been a car crash - a very.
nregul ar event- or even the noise nmade by youths |eaving a |
g: King Fu novie that caused a nervous city to panic Feanng
"the worst, thousands of 1le5ldents and workers started | eaving
the city, causing intnense traffic Jans. The security forces
were overstretched, with police acadeny cadets being ’
nmobilised to control the crowds. '’

Wrd of trouble 1n Casabl anca reached Rabat, where 111-1
terior Mnister Driss i Basri was speaking to Parlianent

about that week?S riots.. In tinme-honoured fashion, he at-
tacked unnaned foreign :powers for stining up trouble.

Wil e word of the panic spread, Basri kept tal king. How

ever sone other. mnisters left Parlianent ininediately to
pack their bags. .

In the event, nothing happened, The pani e subsided as

quickly as it had risen. Wen the Gulf war broke out, Hassan
made it clear that no denonstrations Wuld be alloWd in
Casabl anca The city s battle-hardened security chiefs and. i"
the provincial governbr Ahmed Moteii spread the word that °’
unli ke 1n Fez In Decenber, l|ive ammunition would be used 1" °’
i Mmediately if things got out ofthand. Even’ small groups of
yout hs were di spersed. Troops were moved up fromthe

West ern Sahara. .Casabl anca renmi ns a quiet, though

sullen city. Security forces went off red alert only 1n March
'y

Even so, the situation is .not confortable. Riots in Fez on
14- 15 Decenber pointed to deep frustrations and were

foll owed by hundreds of arrests and trials. A report pub-

i shed on 27 March byi A”mesty International clains over

1,500 peopl e have been arrested in’'the past three nonths,

i ncl udi ng those involved in the general strike which the
Decenber viol ence acconpani ed, as well as pro-lraq pro-
testors. Amesty is a regular sparring partner wthiarch-
nmonar chi sts such as the ,4 mnister/newspaper publisher

Moul ay Ahnmed Al aoui, who pronpte Hassani s outrageous
claimthat thereare’' no political prisoners in Mdrocco. - H
Human rights are a key thene of donestic politics, with

| ocal parties, as well asractivists abroad, calling for reformns.
The issue hel ped topoisonrelations with France late .| ast
year, when deep divisions energed in public over a variety
of issues. These include the fate of .the fanmily of the late
Mohamed Qufkir, held w thout charge ever since the head

of the famly, the previously all-powerful General Qufkir
had staged a coup attenpt in 1972. Another contentious

subj ect is the support forSaharaw refugees provided by the
French first lady, Danielle Mtterrand. The French human
rights link is conplex: since Prime Mnister Mchel Ro-
card' s last reshuffle, the French Justice Mnister has been
Georges Kiejnman, whose law firmrepresents the Qutkir

fam |ly. Hassanis annual 3: March Fete du tr6ne speech

3
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fdwel l ed on the subject of 1111111311 rights The Qutkir famly
has now been rel eased, albeit into another form of house
arrest in a Rabat villa. (Their Oiginal hollle was razed to the
grel eases woul d follow, 1ncludlng prisoners fromthe horrific
Tazmanen dangeon and | eftist | eader Abraham Serfaty,
have not been confinne(L This indicates that Hassan does
not feel under great pressureto give nore ground. -
" Rabat had never admitted the Qufkirs were held, and
peopl e defendi ng them facedtharsh criticismand even | aw
Zsuits. Pressure not to criticise the king- a Crine in Mrocco
;- continues to be excited abrbad. This can nake reporting
difficult as the nonarchy remains at the very centre of
politics. And yet with the exdeptlon of the King hinself;
men: is scope for Open dlscusslon at tines. Thus, the
govemrent of Prinme M 1llster Azzedine Lai’'aki |ast year
faced i ndependent Mdrocco 5 first parlianentary censure
notion. This attacked ills that included .the gangrene of
corruption, not usually a subject for public discussion. But
criticismhas to stop at the Prime Mnister.
' Canpai gns agai nst French authorG |l es Perrault(whose
"book tNotre ami le roi ' - iQur friend the king- -has been 25
weeks in the: French best-seller’-"listsi)'t-(and others 'whose
reports are deened to insult thenor’rarchi sho’w the Pal ace has
little to | eam about news nanagei nent when 1ts vital 1nterests
f seent hreatened (AC V0132 No 6). The |ocal press can be
liver’ _ on sone issues, such as |abour disputes, but sOme
fleading journalists have intimate ties with the Pal ace sera-
glio 01 the powerful Intedorand Information Mnister Driss
Basri. Cetting out of line on political stories can nean
journalists famlies cone under pressure flomthe security
services- 't i’ Wnn ' - . . -7 . .
i Rabat is relatively underpopul ated with foreign corre-
"spondents. Reutel s and Agence F rance Pr’ esse (AFP)
maintain offices, while the USA-based Associ ated Press
boasts the well- connected Abdel Jalil Fenjiro as |oca
stringer; He is also the long-standin g director-general of the
of ficial news agency, Maghreb’ Arabe ?Presse (NAP).
Nei t her AFP nor AP were quick to reportthe Decenber riots.
Anot her force Hassan has control |l ed successfully for two
decades is the arny. There have recently been unconfirned
tales of small-scale nutinies 2. at Azrew nmilitary acadeny for
exanpl e - and a wi dely deni ed but not necessarily untrue
report that 2,000 soldierstried toleave the Sahara to join
Iraqgi ranks via Algeria: Allthese are unconfirmed but it is
known many military nen had gen’ ui nepro-Baghdad sym
pat hi es. The prospect of an end to the Saharan conflict wll
put new enphasis on the militaryis role; This could explain
an upturn in interest in nmilitary matters, with repons of
unSChedul ed cabi net nmeetings to discuss mlitary issues.
2: . 2. The opposition has not emerged fromthe war as strong as
it mght have if Saddam had won. Bu't there haVe been rea
advances, putting human rights, social andkeven politica
reformon the agenda. The re-energence of trades unions as
a focus of opposition confirns the view that the tSaharan
consensusi whi ch held Morocco together in the 1980s, when
the popul ation tacitly conceded they nust nake sacrifices to
secure Western Sahara for Mrocco, is now ending.- One
synmptomis guarded public criticismof corruption and even
hi gh spending by the Pal ace, nmost visible in the massive and
opul ent Hassan Il nmpsque’ in' Casabl anca and an ever-
4
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i ncr easi ngnhmber of | uxuri ous pal aces across the ki nngm
1 Maki ng the runni ng have been the Confederati on denocra-
itique du travail i(CDT),-twhich is affiliated to the Union
soci aliste des forces 'populaires 1 (USFP) and led by a
pugnaci ous long-tine leftist, Mhanmed Noubir Amaoui
the Union ge' nefrale des travailleurs maro’ cains (UGIM,
| ed by Abder Razak Afilal and aligned to the traditiona



nationalist party, Istiqlal (Independence); plus the teachers,
2u. nion and ot her professional groups. Even the nore |oyalist
Uni on marocaine du travail ° (UMl is calling for radically
(inproved living conditions for its nmenbers who, as in 198 | ,
did tnot take pan in the Decenber general’ strike. 1 '1 .

1 Students are potentially a powerful force. The Fez rioters

i ncl uded students fromthe Kairouyine and Sidi Mbhaned

Ben Abdul | ah universities, where Islam st and |leftists groups
are increasingly vocal,’ aswell as unenpl oyed yout hs who

prey on tourists in the historic nedina. As in’ Algeriain

Cct ober 1988, young rioters conpared thenselves to the
fighters of the Palestinian Intifadha. 3° Mich of their rage
focussed on the security services, Basll being a hate figure

for mny. -’ ' 1.

The ageing party | eadership 1s being replaced, 'too; The

ol dest party ",ofvall Istiglal, is borrowing new clothes this
time fromthe Islam st nmovenent. 2-Istiqglal ’'s7influentia
nunber .twogMhaned Douiri, is increasingly vocal in

calling fofa ban on al cohol ,iFriday as a day of rest andi ot her
I sl ami ¢ demands. He has described the party as that of the
Sharia. ,A recent conmuni que that maintained the partyis
ultra-Arab nationalist line on Iraq also criticised a clanpdown
on nosque preachers who strayed beyond govenment - pre-

scribed limts. = ' - - -

21stlqglal-iis trying to Wn |potentlal- 'Islamlst voters who,
despite the Rabat march; 2have yet to show thensel ves to be

a real force and cannot participate in elections; A Adl wal

| hsan "has not been given the opportunity .to becone a | oca
equi valent ofi Algeria s Frontlisl’amque 'du salut (FIS)

Radi cal nosques and i mans are cl osely watched by police.
Leaders-expect-to suffer the consequenceg of their inplied
opposition to. Hassan who, 'as Amir al Mum hin (Com

mander of the Faithfulyis Mrocco,s spiritual |eader. The

| at est Ammesty report lists-several’ AlvAdl wal | hsan mem

bers as prisoners of conscience,- including '-the ' twlce-

i mpri soned Mohamed Bechiri. He is one of six Politburo

nmenbers gaol ed | ast May for belonging to an illegal organi-
sation’ Many charges stemfromthe fact that the group is stil
illegal. It first applied fol legal recognition. as a politica
party in2 21981. 1

Among | egalised parties, the left will try to nmake the
running, if necessary with very different policies fromthe
past: The |argest socialist party, the USFP, is going through
one of its populist phases. (lIts paper, Al Ittihad a! Ishtirak
(Soci alist Unioni), enjoyed hugely increased sal es during

the Gulf war. Mlitants are nowtrying to exploit that interest
for electoral gain. 2 2

-;. The nost renmarkabl e change has overtaken the small but
influential Parti du progres et du socialisme (PPS), the
former Communi st Party, led by Ali Yata. PPS perestroi’ka

has made it’an ultra-liberal party, giving a whole new vision
to the intemationalismespoused by nmenbers’in pro-Mscow
days.’” ' This nove, which is opposed’ by the ol d-guard

prol etarians who traditionally vie in the party’s |eadership
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with mavericks drawn :fromthe professions, has been engi-
neered by the talented Nadir Yatai son of Ali. So inpressive
has Yataj uni or been in nobilising mddle-class support wth
a 19903-style nessage,:that he is evental ked of as a future
prem er, should the Palace decide real change is needed, or
in the event that the opposition forns a broad front.

The Istiqglal, USFP, PPS ,and other groups .may take

confort fromthe fact that there is an increasing electorate for
opposition politicsas the nunbers of the urbanised and the
literate grow. Loyalist parties such as the Union constitu-
tionelle (UC), Rasse’ nblenent. national des independents
(RNI') and the divided Berber-based Muvenent popul aire,

whi ch make up the parlianentary majority, depend on rura
votes. * 7 1.1 .. 1 m-- 11-99

" W& could well see sone stanling changes of direction in
the near future Economic liberalismrenains in vogue but

tsocial adjustment”-is under discussion as well, ainmed at
provi di ng nore opportunities for the unenpl oyed, underem
pl oyed and underpaid. . This could require a government

reshuffle. Hassan traditionally takes his tine overthese but
new faces may be required as the governnent confronts

i ntense opposition and a | ackof public confidence while it

i npl enents the new, social agenda. Manymi nisters would

not be mssed, including the [acklustre Laraki- who |eft
Istiglal in 1984 to keep his govem rnent seat and was
appointed Premer in 1985.1 . "

More significant would be a shuffle involving Basri,

Foreign Affairs Mnister Abdel Latif Filali - whose son
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Fouadjs married to Hassan’s adaug-hteril alla Meriem and

runs Omium Nord Africain (ONA), the giant hol ding

conpany whose mai n sharehol ders are close to the Pal ace -
and-possi bly Finance M ni steri Mhamed Berrada. Ob-

serversiare also watchingito see if nore senior mlitary nen
enter the cabinet, to join Tourism M nister Abdellah Kadiri;

a colonel appointed in last years linmted reshuffle.

Critical questiOns includehow to end the Wstern Sahara
coiitlict once and’ for all. A solution is still in the balance and
could prove highly-traumatic. Al so toiconme are el ections,

with the opposition |ooking for aige’ nuine denOcratic ad-
vance. -..There nust be a new :parlianent by October 1992,

whi ch puts the nost probable p0l1l dateat aroun’d J une next
yean Local elections, inmportant since they al so hel p choose
indirectly elected nenbers of parlianent will probably take

pl ace shortly before.

Reforms are unlikely to concede such maj or opposition

demands as de-linkingv the governnent fromroyal contro

(and giving nore power to "parlianent, or even ending the
(indirect election of one’-third of deputies, nwhich.favours the
| Oyalist (ruling’majorit’yi; Yet Slich questions are on the
"agenda of an increasingly as’sertive opposition and will give
the Pal ace plenty to cope with, even if Mroccans do nO take
to the streets againttovhighlightithealimts:to 1lHassani an
denocracy’. A And if the lage which in Decenber surged

through the govemmentis ' heanl a nd’ of Fez should flare

again on a larger scale, then even Hassanis skills as 'a ruthless
master-tactician will be sorely tested 0’

Zaire:

A governnent Wthout a constitution

Zaire has a new governnent and a new prine m nister who

i s pushing ahead with a programe of privatisation, includ-

ing of a minority share in the mneral giant Gecarni nes and

of all or part of the national postoffice. But the country stil
has no constitution, although it is now ayear since President
Mobut u Sese Seko announced the inauguration of Zaire's

Third Republic, on 24 April 1990 .(AC Vol 31 No 10). 1

V, Fifty-eight of the 66 politicalparties nowin |egal exis-
tence have accepted Mbutu's 1 invitation to , attend a



constitutional conference at a date yet to be decided. There
is precious little tinme tounblock the constitutional |og-jam
since Mbutu' s seven-year presidential mandate expires on

4. Decenber 1991, and before that date there must be

| egi sl ative elections and a referendum on the new constitu-
tion.

The problemis that anong the eight parties which have
refused to cooperate with Mobutu s proposal for a confer-
ence are the three nost inponant: the Union desfeideiralistes
et des re’publicains i ndependants (UFERI) of N guza Karl -

|- Bond, the Par 11 denocnte et social chretten (PDSC) of
Joseph 1180, and the Union pour |a denocr atie et |le progr es
soci al (UDPS) of Etienne Tshisekedi. These three have

refused to participate in a transitional governnent, with the
UDPS, probably the- strongest of the three, demanding
Mobutu' |'s resignation. 1

On .14 March, Lunda Bululu, primemnister of the first
transitional governnent, resigned at the Presidentis request,
apol ogising for failing to fulfil his mandate to restore the
econony and pronul gate a new constitution. , Mbutu s

twi sts and turns have now sown utter confusion,’  but |eave
hi m as the undi sputedmaster of. the political scene. On: 15
March he appointed a new Prine Mnister, Professor M-

| unba Lukoji, .whose .job is 1 to :construct a Mark _Two
transitional governnent. Lukoji |eaned of his pronotion

while he was on a private visitto the United States. Fony-

ei ght. years old, .ansem nary studentrbefore beconm ng a

prof essorof public finances after receiving a doctorate in the
USA, he was ,a mnister before | eaving the governnent in

1989 aftera difference with the then Prine M nister Kengo

wa Dondo..’ Heismmell-known in international financia
circles, but there is no reason to believe he will be any nore
successful than his predecessor in persuading the major
opposition parties to join in a new constitution.

. Mulunba Lukoji put together his new government on the

ni ght of 30-31 March, and its 51 menbers swore their oath

of loyalty to the head of state on 1 April. Two ninisters,
however, refused to take part in the government, the first
such case in Zaireshistory. Mst menbers of .the new
government are from East and West Kasai’' and Shaba. This

i ndi cates an obvi ous attenpt to weaken the UDPS, strong in
Kasai, and the UFERI, whose base is Shaba province. After

the announcement of the new governnent, studentsin Kin-

shasa went on the rampage and attacked the houses of sone
gover nent menbers. V,
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Mobut u has al so announced a change at the top of the
maj or public conpani es; Thus Urba Kyamtal a’ becones
director general of Gecamines for the second tinme. He
successfully .asked as a condition for his nom nation the pri-
vatisation of 48% of the conpany and the sacki ngof 6,000
out of 28,000 enpl oyees. Both the new prine ninister and
the new governor of the central bank, Nyembo Shabani, are
in favour of privatisation as a way of filling state coffers.
They aimto privatise. first Gecam nes and the post office.
Negoti ations are said to be at an advanced stage, involving
not abl y’ US and South African busi nessnen. -

Meanwhi | e the economy is being strangled.- The state is
bankrupt The currency, the Zaire, continues to fall in value.
It was worth two US dollars when it was |aunched in 1968 but
has new fallen to 3,000 to the dollar, 1conpared to 1,500 only

three nonths ago. Hyper-inflation has hit trade. - Every
famly in Kinshasa now has a relative or a child on the streets
selling small itenms of food, such as peanuts,’bread or manioc,

to. the extent that the informal sector now utterly dwarfs

of ficial enploynent. For the first time senior officials are
now conpl ai ni ng about the cost of living. Mnisterial sala-

ri es have passed from 1,500,000 to 5,000,000 zaires a nonth

($ 1,600), but that is not enough to support a top life-style. In
addition to their pay, senior officials benefit fromfree hous-
i ng ora housing all owance, expenses for televisions, videos,
cars and furniture and school fees for their children s private
educati on.

The latter 15 now a major benefit. Even parents who send

their children to stateschpols are finding it too expensive, as
under pai d teachers are demandi ng noney from each child

before allowing themto enter class. Pupils wthout nobney

are able to pay in kind with enpty bottles, preferably Prirnus
or Skol beer bottles, which have a nonetary value v A

For the first time soldiers of the elite Division spefciale
presidentielle (DSP), the presidential guard, are joining in the
rackets whi ch have | ong been practised by other mlitary and
security forces. Previously, DSP soldiers had been suffi-
ciently well-paid as to be able to abstain from such racketeer
ing. It is a sign of desperation

Banks are short of cash and will only allow wi thdraWal s of

300, 000 zaires ($100) per week, and that only at a days
notice. The shortage is attributed to the drain of za ire notes
to nei ghbouring countries and the w thdrawal of notes which

i nexplicably, had entered circul ati on without serial nunbers.
Peopl e are nmade nervous by w despread runours of a forth-

conm ng change of bank-notes. Many people would like to see
aretumto a currency pegged to the Belgian franc, and the

of ficial national trade union has even asked that Zaire enter
the CFA zone. Much of Kinshasafs external trade is already
conducted in CFA brought in fromBrazzaville. -The O ga-

man conpany, belonging to the Bel gi an Danseaux group

the main inporter of fresh food, recently bought a Congol ese
conpany solely to gain better access to CFA francs.

The price of urban transport has risen so alarningly that
woul d- be passengers are resorting to hijacking buses, forcing
drivers to take them on board on pain of being beaten and
seei ng the bus burned. Pedestrians force themto stop with
barricades. If they fail to stop, a hail of stones snashes their
wi ndows. Taxis are sinply out of the nornal price-range,

and the streets of Kinshasa are full of people walking.

It is now commonpl ace to hearpublic criticismof Mbutu.

6

Africa Confidentia

Vol 32 No 7

The UDPS and the PDSC hol d regul ar public neetings at

whi ch crowdsrare encouraged to shout anti-Mbutu sl o-

gans. Onl124 February, nore than 30,000 UDPS supporters

cane to meet Tshisekedi on- hisretumto the airport froma
trip abroad, and escorted himto UDPS headquarters. On.23
March, some oppGCsition parties called for a nass neeting at



Tshela, in Bas- Zai’'re province, tohonour the tonb of Zai're s
first president J oseph Kasavubu, on the 22nd anni versary

of his death.- Kasavubu has been witten out of the officia
Mobutiste history of the country.

Kasavubul s ol d party, the Abako, has not been registered

by the interior mnistry on the grounds that it is a Bakongo
tribalist association. This hasopened up a political oppor-
tunity which has been adroitly seized by the UDPS, which

was the first party to propose a pilgrimge to Kasavubuis
tomb. The forner Presidenti 3 daughter, J ustine Kasavubu

is a nenber of the UDPS national commttee, despite the

fact that the UDPS has al ways been a nostly Bal uba party.

Her presence in the UDPS | eadership nay attract many

ot her Bakongo and help to dinminish the reputation of the
UDPS as a single-tn be party. Hence the UDPS is demand-

ing the formation of a transitional govemment-under Tsh-

i sekedi, whose task would be to pronul gate a new consti -
tution. Tshisekedi is believed to see this as a steppi ng-stone
to the presidency. Tshisekedi is hinmself related to Mobutu
through his el der brother Bonaventure Kal onga,’ who is
married to the cousin of Marie-Antoinette Mbutu, the
President’s late’wife.. Tshisekedi was once a close aide to
Mobutu, the drafter of the constitution of the Second Re-
public and of the charter of the ruling party, and is a forner
interior mnister. However, the UDPS has the distinction of
bei ng consi dered the party which has opposed Mbutu nost
consi stently. The new ’prime niinister, Mulunba Lukoji is

a former menber of the UDPS.

Lukoji Seens doonmed to failure on both the political and
econonmic fronts. An econonic revival is inpossible wth-

out an injection of new noney. The European Conmunity,

the USA and Canada all cut off aid after Mbutu' s refusa

to allow an intemational inquiry into the Lubunbashi mas-
sacre of May 1990. The EC governnents are said to be in
possession of la Confidential report affirmng that at |east 12
students were killed onlthe Lubunbashi canpus. Brussels

in particular continues to insist on the appointrment of an

i nternational comm ssion of inquiry into the incident before
it will re-establish cooperation agreenents. Bel gi an non-
government al organi sations are bringing increasing pres-
sure to bear on their government to re-open cooperation so
as to alleviate growi ng hunger and shortages of nedicine.
Mobut u has been negotiating with opposition parties at

his residence of N7/sele, outside Kinshasa. Hi s pal ace there
is connected by an encl osed passage to the jetty where his
yacht, the Kamanyol a, is noored. Nobody knows in which

of the two |locations he sleeps. The area 'is guarded by

el enents of both the DSP and the Garde civile. The first

| ady, Bobi Ladawa, has al so been receiving del egations, a
sign of early Canpaigning for presidential elections.’

To be re-el ected Mobutu may now have to resune the
presidency of the fomter single party, the Muvenem

popul aire de la revolution, fromwhich he resigned | ast year
when’ he hoped to inpose ainew three-party constitution of
his own design O
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VAngol a’ -

j King of the south

1

1:11..)

The seventh Congress of the Uniao Nacional para a |ink-

pendenci a Total de Angola (UNITA), held at the Kwame .1

Nkrumah mlitary base .in southern Angola last nonth, -.

caused no surprise when- del egates decided that Jonas- "

Savi nbi shoul d be the organisation 3 candidate foi’ the

preSi dency of Angola as soon as peace had been established

O her aspects of the- Congress were of rather nore

interest, such as the commitnent to sign a ceasefire with the

ruling MovinEnto Popuiar’ para a Libertagdd 'de Angol a

(MPLA) this nonth, on condition that national elections are

hel d by the end of May 1992. Even if a ceasefire 18 not

forthcomng; UNI TA has resolved to suspend its attacks in’

Huanbo provi nce and 1h Luanda.

The Congress al so approved in pll nciple the cleation of a a

single national army. UNITA soldiers who failed to find,

enpl oyment and were denobilised woul d be assured of

__ professional retraining before their return to civilian life. 1

Even if the MPLA and UNITA are able togagreea , i

, ceasefire, numerous problens remain. Not |east is the

| question of the nurnber of nen UNITA has under arms. A -

yeax ago, UNITA 5 ny staff was claimng that’ 11 had about

75,000 nen, a figure broadly inline with estinates in -

Luanda. Now, spokesmen .claimto control only sone

10, 000 regul ar soldiers 3114401000 guerrillas. Sone observ-

ers wonder whether UNIT A isanot trying to hide soldiers ,

whom it can exclude’ fromthe negotiating process. Mre;

oVer, Savinmbi" 5 present position includes the condition that

the future national armed forces of Angola include the

MPLA scurrent airforce and navy butthat the grotindforces’ V
will be conpGsed largely O UNI TA conbattants. Savi nbi

is also proposing that a future national army shoul d receive

training from Mdrocco, Britain 01 Portugal, his preferenee

being for the first two.

The general thrust of the Seventh Congress, advertised as

the last to be held in the bush, is the transformation of

UNITA froma military organisation into a political pany.

To this end, execullve 110st have been transferred fromthe

; Political Bureau and the Central Conmittee to the Congress

? itself, while a conm ssion has been established to draw up 1

1 an election mani festo befofe May 1992.

UNI TA has declared its willingness to recognise Presi- 1V

dent Jose Eduardo dos Santos as head of state until free,

el ections can be held. There' 1s little doubt that pressure from

South Africa and the United States has played a part in’

ensuring this new flexibility, although Savinbi denies it.

During the Congress; Walter Kansteiner, the Anell’ can

envoy, read to assenbl ed del egates a nessage of support

from Presi dent CGeorge Bush, expressing his suppolt for

UNI TA during the transition to nulti party denpcracy.

Savi nbi 15 maki ng every effort to represent the US position

of general support as a nore precise backing for Savinbi _

hinself as a future president of Angola Thus, no sooner was

Presi dent Bushis nmessage read out to the Congress than the

UNI TA nunber two, Jerenias Chitunda’, announced that

the Seventh Congress wodl d propose Savinbi as its sole

candi date for the presidency.” To his audience in UN TA-

" land, it nmust appear not that the USA is suVStai Vning the

, principle of denbcracy in Angola, but that it is backing a

.. single man and a single political party.

. The South African del egati on observing the UNI TA

Congress avoided falling into the sane trap. Rusty Evans,

the deputy director of the Department of Foreign Affairs,
clearly stated his governnent s intention of devel oping a

Ireal politik extending to every Angol an party.



Pretoria s prudence may be explained partly by its rap-
1 xprocherment with Luanda, and partly by the South Afn’can
del egation’ s sharp reaction to a suggestion by Savi nmbi that

a future Angola could 10mthe CFA frane zone rather than the
' Rand zone. Evans countered this with the suggestion that
Eur opeans have lost interest in Africa and that it would be
foolish to rely on them’ ~’
The Sout h Ai hcans present at the SeVenth congress, |ike
many bt herl| observers, seemto believe it is very likely that
Savinbi would win future free national electiOns in Angol a.
, Enmerging new forces |ike the Associ agao C zvzea Angol ana
of Joaqui m Pinto de Andrade or the Frente para a De-
noeracia O Nel son Pestana are unlikely to make any
headway. outside the urban areas. Savinmbi has no intention

of giving up his radio station, the Voice of the Bl ack
Cockerel, and has announced that UNITA will establish its
| oWwh tel evi’sioh station in due course.
Curiously, there is far nmore freedom of expression in
' areas countrolled by the MPLA, where opponents and critics
have becasi onal access to the public airwaves, than in
UNI TA- | and, where there is no place- for oppbsition to .
Savinbi. He was re- elected to the presidency of UNTA by ;
3,069 votesout of 3080 duringaCongress which fromstan .

to finish, was a paean of praise to the Savinbi personality
cult. The "opening of the Congress was marked by priests and
preachers payi ng homage to Savinbi, the saviour, the good 1
shepherd who woul d | ead his flock to safety.
Savinbi s personality cult nust now be ranked ai nong
the ndst grotesque in the entire African continent. It extends
to Savinbiis own parents, his father Loth and and hi s nother
Moundi, | auded by huge banners at the entrance to, the
st adi um housi ng the Congress as the grandparents of the

rentire nation. It 1S not only the cult of a political |eader, but
al so of his fallllly and ancestors .
Guests at the Seventh Congress were nostly confined for
over a week in the Kwane Nkrumah base and were not
permitted to speak to civilians, VI’'SeVeraljonVrnalist’'s failed to
secure interviews with the forrnelUNI TA representative in
Washi ngton, Tito Chingunji, who was recalled to J anba in
| ate 1988 and who has not been seen outside J anba since that
date. , In reply to questions abo’ut J orge Sangunba, the
. former UNITA foreign affairs chief, whomtwo senior
UNI TA officials affirmed to Africa Confidential to have
been beaten to death by UNI TA security nen, UN TA
clainmed he was still alive. It is now highly i pertinent to
wonder what might result-fromthe eventual clash between
the totalitarian culture in UNITA-land and the pluralist so-
ciety evolving in the rest of Angola O

q .



Poi nters

UNI TED NATI ONS: AFRI CAN NAMES

It is Africais timto provide a United Nations
General Secretary to replace Javier Perez de
Cuellar at the end of his ternof office.
According to French diplomatic sources,

the French. British and United_States goyem
ments - all menbers of the Security Council -
have a preference for Dr Boutros Bout’ros
Ghali, the Egyptian Mnister of State for.
Foreign Affairs. One of the architects of the
Canp David accords of 1978, he has_a good,;
know edge of Africa. especially southern
Aflica,-through his work with the Organisation
of African Unity. He al so has a command of
issues in the Western and Arab worlds. He
recently succeeded in having. the heaiiquarters 1
of thei Arab League returned to Egypt, to the
eha’ grin of the Tunisian govenmmenti ' °

"1 s A neasure of French appreciation of Ghali
which is inmportant for rnustering African .
votes, is that he has neceived a French award in
recognition of his distinction in the French-
speaking wdrld.. He is'a friend of French 1
Academ ci ans Al ai n Decaux and Leopol d

sedar Senghor.

Boutros is reckoned to have two ’serious
conenders since Senegal ese President Abdou

Di out’ and Nel son Mandel a have declined -
interest in the post. The two are the forner
Ni gerian President O usegun Cbasanj o,

presi dent of the Forum of Afn’can |eaders, who
has | aunched a new magazine to help his

cause. He is said to have the support of foner
Worl d Bank President and US Defence

Secretary Robert MacNanmaraEThe ot her

| eadi ng Candidate is J ulius Nyerere, President
of the Sout h-South Comm sSion as well as
former President of Tanzania. Among his -
backers are said to be the Socialist Interna.
tional and ex- -President Jimy Carter.

O her candi dates include a nunber of

serving UN ofticials of African origin, plus
Bernard Chi dzero, Zi nmbabweis highly-

respected M nister of Finance. But Chidzero.

al t hough he nay be interested in the job, is
understood to have received no approaches as
yet. Mdreover. his chief, President Robert
Mugabe, may well be unwilling to release him
fromhis donestic responsibilities.

CAR: MOURNI NG FOR MOUSSA

Presi dent Andre Kol ingba was so depressed

by the overthrow of his fell ow head of state,
Mali’s Moussa Traore, that he spent two days
cloistered in his country retreat at Kenbe in
the conpany of his Secretary of State for

Def ence Col onel Al phonse Rehote, and the

chief of arnmy staff Col. A ne Kassa,

opposi tion sources say

The 26 March overthrow, of Traore’ cane at, |,
a time when Kolingba thought he might have
done enough to stave off pnessure for
fundanent al change (AC Vol 32 No 3). Early

la’st’month he appointed to the post of prine
m ni ster Edouard Frank, a former clerk. He

is fromthe Banda tribe, the country’'s |argest.
A notable feature of the new government is

the eclipse of the hawki sh Christophe

Grel onbe, who previously handl ed both the
justice and defence portfolios Kolingba has



taken the defence portfolio hinmself and
" retained Grei onbe as an advi ser. The new
justice mnister is Jean Kpowka, one of
Grel onbe’ s aeol ytes. fromthe President’s own
Yakoma tribe. Kpowka, formerly a menber
of various opposition patties before going over
to the governnent in 1981, has the job of 1
opening a di al ogue with the opposition. But
opposi tion groups show littl e’ enthusiasm
LI BERI A: REFUGEES? HOSTAGES?
The International Cormmittee of the Red Cros’s
(ICRC) has confirmed that it is providing food-
and medicines to sone 1,800 West African
nationals living in Canps in areas controlled
by the NationaliPatriotic Front of Liberia
(NPFL) | ed by Charles Taylor.
The real total of displaced persons of non-
Li berian origin in these areas is believed to be
much hi gher
The refugees are nostly fromcountries
whi ch have provided mlitary contingents to
the Monitoring Group of the Economc
Conmunity of West African States (ECO
MOG) Those registered by the I CRC include
995 Ghanaians as well as 781 N gerians 28
Sierra Leoneans and others -1

Humani tari an sources say that the NPFL
has not explicitly used the refugees as hostages
to obtain political |everage. but that, when
ECOMOG began’ t o bonbard NPFL canps "
fromthe air. Taylor’s nmen pointed out that
these targets contained | arge nunbers of
nati onal s from ECOMOG countries. There is
a suspicion that some in the Taylor canp at 1
| east might be trying to use these refugees as a
hurman shi el d.
GHANA: | N THE COURTS
There is continuing interest in the case of the
sei zure by the authorities of Internationa
Tobacco CGhana (I TG Ltd.. probably the
| argest |ocally-owned private conpany.
According to ITG its problenms began
when the conpany’s owner, B.A Mensah
pl anned to sell sone two-thirds of his 100%
stake in the company. half to a |ocal bank _
call ed Social Security and National I|nsurance
Trust (SSNIT), and half to Rothmans
International. He did this to refinance his |
conpanyfwhi ch had been hard-hit by the
governnment’s econom C recovery programe.
On the day the newl y-reconstructed _
conpany was due to start trading the Custons 1
and Excise Board seized the conpany and
sonme rel ated assets on the grounds that I TG
; owedtsone 900 million cedis in taxes. The
gover nrent r enamed t he company Meri di an
Tobacco, installed some of its own directors
and handed it over to SSNIT and Rot hmans.
In July 1990 Mensah sued SSNIT and i
Rot hmans for a massive 32, 100, 000, 000j cedi s,
about $100 mllion, claimng that his conpany
had been taken over illegally. The defendants
did not contest the plaint, but the day before
the judge was due to rule, Mensah was yyyyyy
arrested and charged with econom c sabot age.
The hearing of this case by a public tribuna
rather than a conventional court has been
constantly adjounmed.- The defendants, in the
1 civil case launched by Mensah, meanwhil e,
have been granted an indemity for taking
' posseSSion of I TG property, protecting them' -



agai nst legal action by ITG

Sources close to I TG claimthat the case

has damaged forei gn busi ness conti dence and
has al so upset international institutions,
notably the Wrld Bank. There is also an
interesting legal 'precedent, as Mensah is |

si mul t aneously a defendant before a public

tribunal and a plaintiff 1n a case before one of

the traditional courts The next hearings 1n
both cases are fixed for next nonth.

BRI TAI N:. HURRAH FOR KENYA!

During a public neeting of the All-Party
Parliamentary G oup’ bn Overseas Devel op-

ment on 26 March, addressed by Professor
CGeorge Saitoti, the Vice-President of Kenya,

M chael Colvin MP, a nminstay of the ;
Bophut hat swana i obby 1n the House of |

Conmons, explai ned that he had realised for

the first time in his life, on visiting Kenya, that
it was possible to have denocracy in a one-
party system | ' 4

This insight was offered to the assenbl ed
commttee after Professor Saitoti had
expl ai ned that nany of those pressing for a
multi-party systemin Kenya were conmuni sts

or professional political agitators

EC/ LI BYA: POOR RELATI ONS

al.

Specul ation that last nonth’s Visit to Tripol
by a European Community (EC) troika of 1

foreign mnisters mght herald an i nprove- 4
ment in troubled relations with Libya seens to
have been iii-founded.

Current EC President Jacques Poos of
Luxermbourg, G anni de Mchelis of Italy

(past president) and the Netherlands’ Hans

van den Broek (next president) were in Libya

fer the Arab Maghreb Union (AMJ) summt.

The issue of Libya-EC relations was raised

during a neeting withAMJ foreign mnisters

and Moammar el Gadaifi’s cl osest aide,

Abdel Sal am Jal | oud.

The encounter did not go snoothly, ' _
partici pants say; Mjor Jalloud who' - unlike

Col onel Gadaffi - is close to Iraqi President

, Saddam Hussei n, accused the Europeans of

bei ng |l ackeys of United States inperialism

The Dutch minister timly rebined lalloud s

accusations. - -

De Mchelis was absent, perhaps In return

for his treatnent at Gadafti 5 Septenber 1989

20t h anni versary cel ebrations, when he was

i gnored by Libyan offlcials.
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