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BONN. —  Sanctions
were  crippling  Black
South African communi-
ties even more than apart-
heid was, Chief Mangosu-
thu Buthelezi said yester-
day. : ;

He commended West
Germany’s Konrad Ad-
enauer Foundation for
pursuing its commitment
to improving the lot of
poor Black people while

and America swung be-
hind the sanctions cam-
paign which was causing
poverty and suffering.

The KwaZulu Chief
Minister and Inkatha
‘president, who was due to
meet Bonn’s Foreign Af-
fairs Minister, Mr Hans-
Dieter ‘Genscher, later
yesterday, was speaking
during round-table dis-
cussions with top founda-
tion officials.

He said the highest

major forces in Europe

—— Rl -

ting
Blacks £
Buthelezi

_ praise he could give any

agency or development

. organisation in the West

was to say that it helped
the oppressed people of
his country to do what
they wanted to do to
“combat their own bond-
age”.

This was what the foun-
dation did in co-operation
with Inkatha.

Although it was present
“on the ground where the
real battle is being
fought”, the Adenauer
Foundation never became
involved in the interne-
cine confrontations in the
Black community.

It had a real humanita-
rian concern for the poor-
est of the poor and stood
firm behind this commit-
ment while others swung
behind sanctions.

“Sanctions cripple
Black communities even
further than apartheid has
managed to  cripple
them,” Chief Buthelezi
said.

“Sanctions start crip-
pling after apartheid has
already done its crip-
pling.”” — Sapa.
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MR Justice van Dijkhorst ruled in the Pretoria j
Supreme Court yesterday that the State had
proved crimes of treason after concluding that the
“dominant core” of the United Democratic Front
leadership had sided with the African National
Congress against the South African Government
which was referred to as the “enemy” by both
parties. :

The judge, dehvenng :
his judgment which BdK%%K
started on Tuesday, said

the demise of the Black
Local Authorities
through the murder of

councillors was proudly

held up by the UDF as a
great victory.

Nineteen men who
include three leaders of

the UDF, have pleaded

not guilty to charges of
treason, terrorism
subversion and murder.
- The judge yesterday
said the UDF was
conceived in councils of
the ANC and its policy
was .the same as that of
the ANC in setting up a
revolutionary climate in
South Africa. The UDF
at one stage during the
unrest in the township,
even predicted that
“blood will flow in this
country,” said Mr Justice

| van Dijkhorst.

The UDF and its
affiliates denigraded |
security forces and called |
for their immediate
withdrawal in the
townships. The UDF
sided with the ANC
against the Government
which was referred to as
‘‘an enemy to be
destroyed”, the judge
said.

The “dominant core”
of the UDF leadership,
the judge said, fomented
a revolutionary climate
in a number of townships
to make South Africa
ungovernable. Mr
Justice van Dijkhorst
concluded yesterday
morning that “the State
has proved the crime of
treason”’.

Earlier the judge said
patrons and senior

" members of the UDF |

included former mem-
bers or supporters of the
ANC, some of whom had-
already served ‘years on
Robben Island
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Witness Reporter

A STATE witness in the trial of a
high-ranking Cosatu official in a city
regional court yesterday claimed
his statement to the police implicat-
ing the Cosatu official on charges of
attempted murder was made under
duress. :

Mr Alson Ngubo, a detainee, was.
giving evidence in the trial of Mr
Alfred Ndlovu (38), Cosatu’s south-
ern Natal regional chairman and

=

vice president of the affiliated
Transport and General Workers’
Union (TGWU).

Mr Ndlovu, also a KwaZulu Trans-
port bus driver before his arrest last
year, faces a charge of terrorism
and two counts of attempted mur-
der.

Giving evidence, Mr Ngubo
denied knowing anything about an
attempt on the life of Mr Philip Tha-
bethe — a KwaZulu Transport bus

7:1?7?4, WITNESS
witness ‘blame

1984

driver who belonged to the break-
away Uwusa union — in East Street
last year. 3

In his statement to the police,
which was handed in as an exhibit,
Mr Ngubo said Mr Ndlovu had asked
him to fetch four youngsters and
take them to Taylor’s Halt in Sep-
tember last year.

Mr Ndlovu told them they must
kill Mr Thabethe, one of seven bus
drivers who had broken away from

Cosatu and joined Uwusa, the state-
ment read.

According to his statement, Mr
Ndlovu asked him to get guns and he
later gave a 9mm pistol and a re-
volver to two of the youths.

After the shooting in East Street,
one of the youths told him he had
climbed into the bus Mr Thabethe
was driving and shot him three
times in the left shoulder but had
notkilled him.

SOWETAN, Tuesday, January 3, 1989

e 1

d Cosatu man under duress;g

Later Mr Ndlovu told one of the
youths to join any branch of Inkatha
and provide information about In-
katha meetings so that that the four
and “Brother” could go and shoot
Inkatha people, the statement read.

They were warned to keep “Bro-
ther’s” presence a secret as he had
come from outside the country.

In his statement, Mr Ngobu said
Mr Ndlovu was a shop steward and
the bus drivers feared him and car-

ried out his orders to the
letter.

Yesterday Mr Ngubo
told the court: “I made a
sworn statement to the
police but I want the
court to know that I was
assaulted when I made

(e
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* A CHARGE of contra-
vening the Civil Avia-
tion Offences Act is
being brought against
Mr Trevor Armstrong
Tutu and Miss Joan
Helen Rhodes after an
incident at Jan Smuts
Airport, the SAP public
relations division has
announced.

A police spokesman
waid Mr Tutu left his
luggage unattended in
the airport building and

in view of the present
security arrangements at
Jan Smuts Airport, the
police indicated to him
the luggage should not be
left unattended.

“Mr Tutu and Miss-

Rhodes then made
certain remarks which
gave rise to the charges.
““The incident oc-
curred at 17.25 on
December-31, 1988. Both
of them have been

Park
Court.”
Police confirmed that
Mr Tutu is the son of the
Archbishop of Cape
Town and Nobel Peace
Prize winner, the Most

Magistrate’s

'S SON FAGES
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Sequel to airport incident

Mr Peter Blomkamp
for the state made an ap-
plication for Mr Ngubo to
be impeached.

A second state wit-
ness, who may not be
named, denied knowing
Mr Ndlovu and gave evi-
dence which contradited
his statement to the
police. )

An application was

| made for his impeach-
ment.

The continues

today.

case

—_——————
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Reverend Desmond &
Tutu.

i ———————————

=}warned to appear in
¢l court today.in Kempton
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~ TREVOR Tutu
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zoverns, governs well. The k emonsu-ation of the consequences  shopkeepers com; fete for customers.  is dispersed amongst numerous dif-
mtemisdlt:l:tsoverei&nn policies. People will - guotmtihgogaérnmen will tend to drive ti;tueﬂentoentm,subvusfonoftheen-
rather See which taxation, tran: educa- e state is much more difficult.
ﬂusme In o d erse society this _ tio ,_.pon’ s work : Sucha tem is extremel sécuﬂty :
can be achieved in a federal system wﬁ te with their feet and their ~ cratic bez.use citizens areyc‘li$§ tielali e 1 .
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a ‘ ;ameferendum, as well as by a major-
AB@UR LETT ER/ Ala“ Flna ; ity of the states or cantons. More-
,-if the central government has
o direct power to tax or subsidise
the states, it will not be able to bribe -
them to toe the federal line.
We can establish such a system in
South Africa provided that we are
prepared to work for it. Once enough
people understand what a liberal,
non-racial demoracy can offer them
in terms of peace, freedom and pros-
perity, the swell of pressure be-
come so great that the leaders will
realise they must ride the wave — or
be drowned by it.
FRANCES KENDALL _
Johannesburg
[IThis letter has been shortened — ,
* Editor
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AN STEYN is stepping down

as executive chairman of the '

R

tive support of black entrepre-
heurs. . . s
When the Urban Foundation started .
in 1976, formed by the private sector
after the Soweto riots, Steyn
with seerhingly insurmountable prob-
lems and few solutions.
* The past 12 years have given him
‘some very c insights into which
“problems can be solved and how they
should be tackled.
He does not expect business to do
|, things out of charity. Much of his time .
-has spent persuading business-
 mien that helping to solve the black
| housing problem is in their own long-

3

%

- in an unstable environment.”

. And as great a priority as housing is - -

education, training and jobs for t
thousands of black people who ‘are
streaming to SA’s cities.

He believes firmly that business
must act here in its own best interests,
too, because unless business takes a
firm and active role in educating and
training the next generation of black
workers and management, it is busi-
ness that will suffer. :

e

- £ “Secondly, a really dynamic im- |
-provement must be made in education |
| and training at every conceivable
level in order to sustain and acceler-
ate that L%
He sees a vast private-sector train-
ing programme moving “like a big
wave” d the urbanisation pro-
cess, lowering the threshhold for black
entry into the economy.
“There is no higher priority in SA.
“Commerce and industry must con-
stantly monitor what it is spending on
training, how it is _tsl?endmg it and
whether it is getting the return that it

" through staff training and the ac-

- térm ints ; : 5 !
* “You ean’t conduct sound business -

g
‘fapid economic empowerment of * |
3?3 South Africans,” he says. .
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STEYN ... “If | look at
how human dignity has
been advanced by people

. owning their own homes
~and having a sense of
pride and belonging, that
probably warms me up
the most”’ .

Picture:
ROBBIE BOTHA

cifically supporting the small black

manufacturer.” .
e e

business ry

courages businessmen to consult and

use.

This is a continuation of the pro-
gramme Steyn embarked on 12 years
ago to foster understanding and co-
operation between black and white.

“Bringing together black leadership

~ and'the business leadership not only

developed the understanding of the
business community, but over time a
ter realism on the part of black

‘Jeadership regarding the quality of

white South Africans — the recogni-
tion that they cared and wished to
work for a common future.

“One has the beginnings of a devel-
opment of some mutual trust.” :

w hat gives him much satisfaction
is the huge contribution the Urban
Foundation has made to black hous-
ing. ; ;
“We are talking about the prservx/

reve - |

1l

BRI o WA TS BRIy
should have on that investment.

“Every head of every business must
ask himself how much per capita per
annum is being spent on training.
Where is he going to find future man-
agement to run the business? Where is
he going to find the apprentices and
the technicians?

“White SA supply it for the future?
—mnot on your nelly.” ‘

Steyn also sees black economic ad-.
vancement as helping to break down
the fear and distrust which he regards
as the greatest inhibitors to progress.

“We can do so much to improve
race relations, to remove tensions in

5

'MICHAEL ACOTT

5

‘Successful economic advancement
of blacks would also help destroy all
thelﬂllﬁmsﬂlatunderp&theq-yfor
separatism which emerges from so
many white South Africans.”
4 egogg‘l;nment c%nb help glack busi-
: ancemen rapid deregula-
tion. But organised gusu!:ess needs-to
pump in money and resources and
seek out black suppliers.

~ “Black business will need small
. loans

— they will be high risk loans
and you’ll have to charge high interest
rates for them: But you've got to give
people access to money and you've got
to give them access to counselling and

“advice and you've got to give them

administrative support and backup.

" “Business has a critically important
role, not only in conventional job crea-
tion but also in actively looking at
how, in procurement and allocation of
orders, they can bring in the small
black entrepreneur.

“Middle management especially
must understand the importance: for

' their own long-term survival of spe-

w

tion of human d;f\z&- that in the
end is what it’s all & If I look at
how human dignity has been advanced
by people owning their own homes and
having a sense of pride and belonging,
that probably warms me up the most.”

The other huge sense of achieve-
ment is in the political - the
99-year leasehold provisions, the abo-
lition of the laws and govern-
ment’s recognition of black urbanisa-
tion — for which he and the foundation
were major proponents.

“While I concede that much re-
mains to be done, I get very angry
with people who say to me that noth-
ing in SA has changed. The authorities
are no lon%er arresting 200000 to
300 000 people a year under the pass
laws, shoving them in prison and sub-
jecting them to a demeaning process
which had little to do with justice. The
fact that vou’ve made some contribu-

PE. | oF 2



 tion towards bringing about that kind g

of change in the lives of ordinary peo-

~ He remains, as ever, an optimist. " a high level of commu lve- _ :

“H be listic ’ in its ‘and that it m ? -
E&Wﬂﬂﬁeﬂgwg zmomw»om ‘has .E.mwgﬁ%%_gza \ I 2 l D: p Sﬁbg ». M

Cim really low-cost housing

SPOH ( § %Gﬁ. El &

gy .
cesses of change at work? The fact
that we’re in a trough at the moment
shouldn’t d our longer-term

~hopes or obscure the longer-term hori-

- zons. %

“I think there is far more hope for #
 the future today than there was 10  society.
years ago. ?owgaou in the air is “That’s what EwMa the
almost a reflection of the intensity of " this organisation — they
.Eo__ovaasoﬂ%_oagaﬁais. ~ are
out hope prior to 1977.”

| argument that he cannot be held re-
' sponsible for a lack of government
L rve ok o ke of the to be done
ou've g some ; . - i
bility for it — if you hold your- “The racial mﬁsgﬂﬂm o“»_ mu_._.
upasa eagentandyoudon't  society has got to go, c_w:
deliver, you've failed.” moral or ideological reasons or
~ “He is also concerned about the pos-  sound economic reasons.
 sible passage of legislation tightening “Just as little as we could hope to
- practise grand apartheid today given
" our econmomic needs, so I believe we
- “If the legislation to aE.ns__%»Ma ﬁ»ﬁw%%ﬂn_ﬂ» SA’s
 leg were - any ki aj -
iy 1 in its gnogmao_mm Sw:oB«.sEaanﬂos&%mBE&
w&—Eﬁ of verysubstan- - rate to create jobs if we do.
| tial proportions. In both instances, we
~ woul gﬁgﬁum»gﬁ<@§ T
ww,..,ss.ux mEo__ is inappropriate for SA’s
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| Thousands attend funerg]

of Velani ‘Veja’ Thula
WS

By Stan Hlophe director of Co-Ordinated Market-
Velani Thula, the son of My Gib-  Ing, Mr Sam Coller, executive
son Thula, a’ Soweto businessman  director the Urban Foundation,
and former Inkatha chief urban  Mr Roger Sishi, chairman of the ¥
representative, was described as 3 NSL, his general Manager, Mr-
reconciliator, bridge-builder, and 3  Cyril Kobus, and management
dedicated community worker by  ¢ommittee member Mr Raymond
various speakers at his funeral ser-  Hack, Mr Tom Boya, president of
vice in Soweto yesterday. Um_ted Mumgxpahtges of South

The service for Velani “Veja”,  Africa, and white family friends.

(21), who was shot during a po- Winnie Mandela, wife of the
lice raid in Diepkloof Phase 3 at  ANC leader Mr Ne}son Mandela,
the weekend, was attendeq by lead-  said the Thula family had lost a
ing figures in business, politics, ~ great son who sacrificed his ife for
education and show business. the nation.

Among the 3000 dignitaries at- Messages of condolence were re-
tending the service to pay their last  cleved from Chief Mangosuthy
tribute were Mr G Magomola, chief ~ Buthelezi, Lesotho’s Minister of Fi-
executive of the African Bank, Dr  Dhance, the ANC, and Mr Linda
Oscar Dhlomo, Secretary-general Ngwenya, Velani’s friend who is
of Inkathh, Mr Ruel Khoza, chair- .Stl.ll recuperating at a private clin-
man of Shareworld and Mmanaging  Ic in Johannesburg,
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By Adele Baleta and
Jo-Anne Collinge
The Vaal Civic Association, the.
dominant political organisation
in the Vaal Triangle townships
during September 1984, “organ-
ised or had a hand in the organi-
sation of the violence”, the
Delmas treason trial judge
found yesterday.

Mr Justice van Dijkhorst, sit-
ting in the Palace of Justice,
Pretoria, rejected the defence
argument that violence on Sep-
| tember 3 was spontaneous.

“It is inconceivable that the
VCA leadership would not have
become aware that the UDF’s
policy on the destruction of
black local authorities was a
violent one.”

The judge noted that VCA
representatives had attended a
UDF seminar at Daleside where
a paper was allegedly given
stating that “our next tasks are
to destroy the black local auth-
orities and build our civics”.

The judge described this
statement as “ominous” in the
light of what had later deve-
loped in the Vaal.

“Alternative to the main
charge of treason are charges of
sedition and terrorism. Alterna-
tive to the latter are five counts

| Prayers for P

The ioy of being

of murder, arising from deaths
of councillors and others on Sep-
tember 3 1984.

Earlier the judge had said

that the fact that a resolution
was taken at the launch of the
VCA in 1983 to affiliate to the
UDF “indicates that the VCA
was not merely a locally orient-
ed residents’ association”.
Commenting on the march of
September 3 in Sebokeng, Mr
van Dijkhorst concluded it had
been organised by the VCA.
Although the march culmin-
ated in violence and the deaths
of many people, including coun-
cillors, the judge concluded: “It
has not been proved that VCA
speakers called for violence at
the meetings before the march.”,
He said councillors were at-
tacked and vilified and “no ef-
fort spared to move the people

found not guilty after three
ed on the faces of three accused in the Delmas trial: (from left) ti
Rev Geoff Moselane, Mr Patrick Baleka and Mr Oupa Hlomuk&:’

Vaal Civic Association had
a hand in violence — judge

years on trial is re

fithe

of Lekoa to contempt and, even
hatred for the councillors”. -

“The march was a recipe for
disaster. We can come to, only
one conclusion — it was intend-
ed to be that.” 4

He said that the VCA knew
the march was unlawful. The
fact that the courts had later
found the ban on outdoor gather-
ings invalid, was irrelevant, the
judge said. é vy

Provided that the intention to
cause a riot was present, this
could be sedition or a crime of
treason. R
. In contrast to his finding that
a dominant section of UDF-lead-
ership functioned as an internal
wing of the ANC, the Judge
could find no such conspiracy
between the VCA and ANCZI

The judgment will continue
today. - L

vi

By Kaizer Nyatsumba

The deterioration of Pan Afr
Congress (PAC) leader Mr Zephania
Mothopeng’s health in jail was a source
of major concern to his family, the

nis

leader’s health

bassies, heard all the speakers emph

. a-
sise they were gathered to pray foxP Mr
Moth.openg’s recovery, and to appeal
for him to be allowed to have an inde-

pendent doctor, and not .
release. to plead for his

PAC leader’s son, Mr John Motho
said in Joh'annesburg yesterday. o
Addressing about 500 people who at-
_tended a prayer meeting held at Lek-

his father, Mr Mothopeng appealed
individuals and the \ssrl% tgp;ressmt'g
thg, Government so his father could re-
ceive quality medical care.

The 500-strong audience, which in-
cluded representatives of foreign em-

+von House for the speedy recovery of

Lgunching a bitter attack on the
med_la for “ignoring and misrepresent-
gg th_e Africanists’ cause”, National

wuncil of Trade Unions president Mr
James Mndaweni said he wanted to
5now why Mr Mothopeng was denied

proper medical treatment” and why
he‘ ‘vIva§tnt()): in a private clinic.
s it because he is the leade:
PAC?” Mr Mndaweni asked. i
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" The implications

. If Nelson Mandela and his Rj
colleagues are soon freed, the
apartheid leaders of the 1950s
be coming out of

parts of the 1980s

The release
important realignm
liamentary and ex

ry politics,

Modern South Afri
history has been punc
mous trials, usually k

names. :

“Rivonia” ¢o
African Nationa
led by Mandela

. “Delmas2” will
nected with th

vonhia
anti-
will
prison just as legal R T
proceedings against their counter-  Arthur Chaskalson and Mr George mours of his release ha
Bizos. political currents suf

But, most importantly, both trials the circuits of both
ents in both par-  took place in the aftermath of pa. the anti-aparthej
tra-parliamenta- tionwide resistance to apartheid — 2
indeed, precisely because of that Cape Town last
can political resistance.
tuated by fa-

y also presage

1 Congress accused ANC in 1960.

and Walter Sisuly,” ;
henceforth be cop- are framed in a more contemporary

ree key officials of 1diom, but amount to the same vanised.
the United Democratic Front, Mr
| Popo Molefe, Mr Patrick
Lekota and Mr Moss Chika

Marathon trials

The historical
the two marathon
more than 20 years,
trials reached concl
of Pretoria’s Palac

| 8roups of accused
mum penalty; both
ly, were defended

parallel between

STAR /€ Moy /935
TREAS oy TRAL yp

Lo/XGER/ ews

By SHAUN JOHNSON and EDDIE KOCH of The Weekly Mail

: welconﬁhé Mande
compatriots. _ ‘
- According to some sources, there '

overthrow of the South African Goy-

thing. Their involvement was in

This was vivi

Mandela and his Co-accused were  the ANC leader and ‘
nown by place charged with plotting the violent lagues were on the brink pfrel‘easq.
J ikter the bakiln 0] The extx:a.-par'}‘iamentiryhma-

j ernment after the anning of the chinery in Cape Town, w ich ap- -
e L e oo : - pearedyto havepbeen smashed by de-
Molefe’s and the others’ charges  tentions and the restriction of the
United Democratic Front, was gal-

“Vaal Uprising” of September 1984,
the spasm of outrage which sparked

tance lasting until 1986,

Bright banners
the nationwide “long wave” of resis. Words of welcome

S hundreds of Dbuses
There is no reason to believe that ~ Within a few hours
trials, Spanning the latest rash of “Mandela release” verged on the U
goes deep: both Speculation has any more substance = Western Cape.
usion in Court ¢ __ save for its level of hysteria — 5
e of Justice; both than the hundreds of rumours which generating. more ‘than |
faced the maxi- preceded it.
groups, curious- Nevertheless, such is Mandela’s  that 5 wide network of acti

“Terror”  What has come to be known as the Wide network

The Mandela legend
 displays of fervour. It is
by advocates Mr  politica] Mmagnetism that mere ru-  peep mobilised around th

proclaiming
were painted;
‘were hired; and
5000 people con-
niversity of the

capable of
pontaneous
thought
vists has
e task of

ve Sél‘l"t,new.f': is talk of setting up national and re-
ging through -
government and
d moven M
dly illust

Mon

_mours spread in the

gional committees to  to practi-
cal arrangements su h as media ex-
posure, accomm ition, family :

- welfare — as we -as political de- -
b . briefing — for the veterans. .
morning that

his Rivonia col-

~ Representatives from a variety of
anti-apartheid groups outside UDF

- circles may be included on the re-

ception committees: white liberal
groups, homeland leaders opposing
“independence” and even resistance
groups whose ideals differ from the
non-racial principles of the ANC.
“Clearly, there are far more peo-
ple who would want to turn to the
Rivonia leadership rather than the
UDF or Cosatu,” says one source.
Other sources say that the recep-
tion committees could be embryon-
ic forms of a broad front to appose

+apartheid.

_ All stress, however, that many

~ decisions and directions may well

be changed when Mandela and his

 colleagues come out of prison.

The Mandela factor has also
whipped up a storm within the State

President, Mr P W Botha’s, Cabinet.

- The Department of Constitubional
Development and Planning, charged

- With responsibility for persuading
 “moderate” black leaders to partici

pate in the Government’s pro-
gramme of reform, appears to be
pushing hard in favour of release.
There is, however, a powerfu]
lobby within the Cabinet which be-
lieves that by releasing Mandela,
the Government wil] pe courting di-
saster. AR
Headed by Defence Minister Gen-
eral Magnus Malan, this grouping —
dubbed the securocrats — is based
in the powerful State Security Coun-

el

The securocrats can also argue
that the release of Mandela before a
national election, expected to ?e
called early next year, would

'strengthen the hand of right-_wing‘ :

parties. o i :
Ultimately it is the State Presi--
dent who will weigh up the advice
of his warring navigators and de-
cide which course to follow.
His decision will indicate the

l 1re'ction_,,ot‘ the State’s reform pro-

gramme and this will influence the

process already in motion within
extra-parliamentary circles.
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Trgasop trials

The trial for treason of 19 men in the Pretoria Supreme
Court has made headlines in the past day or two because the
judge, Mr Justice K van Dijkhorst, has started to deliver his
judgment of more than 1 500 pages. :

The acquittal of three of the 19 men yesterday added to
public interest in the trial. But for many months it has been
largely ignored by the media. “Like exploding bombs in the
cities and the-death of servicemen on the border, they have

“to be spectacular to arouse more than cursory interest.

The 19 men'in the dock before Mr Justice Van Dijkhorst

‘accounted for less than a tenth of the men charged with
* ‘treason in South Africa and its dependencies.

A total of nearly 250 people are standing trial for treason
in six trials in South Africa and Bophuthatswana, claims the
Human Rights Commission.

Broader pattern

The current trials are part of a broader pattern. Last year,
36 people were indicted for treason in four trials, none of

~ which was completed. In 1986, 49 people were charged with

treason in four trials, of whom 10 were convicted and eight
acquitted. In 1985, 55 people faced treason charges in seven
trials, of whom eight were convicted.

The sharp rise in treason trialists in 1988 is due primarily

to the failed coup attempt in Bophuthatswana in February,

which resulted in 204 people being charged with treason.

The spate of treason trials in recent years contrasts shafp-
ly with the 18-year hiatus between 1961 and 1979 when there
were no treason trials.

BY PATRICK LAURENCE

Once rare and unusual, treason trials have become o- per-
manent part of South Africa’s political landscape.

The Rivonia Trial of 1964, at which Nelson Mandela and
seven political comrades were sentenced to life for sabo-
tage, occurred during the hiatus. They were lucky that it did.

The presiding judge, Mr Justice De Wet, remarked that the
crime for which they had been found guilty was essentially
high treason. But, he added, as the State had not charged
them with treason, he would not sentence them to death.

The hiatus started with the acquittal of 30 people in the
treason trial of 1956-61. It ended with the appearance of 12
on charges of treason in Maritzburg Supreme Court in 1979.

Writing in 1978, Professor John Dugard of the Centre for
Applied Legal Studies drew attention to the absence of trea-
son trials after 1961, a period characterised by a spectacular
rise in the number of political trials. : .

His explanation: Having failed to secure a conviction in the
treason trial of 1956-61, the State shied away from pressing
charges under the common law of treason; instead, it prefer-
red to charge radical activists under statutory laws, which
either shifted the onus of proof from the State to the defence
or altered the rules to make convictions easier.

Professor Dugard described the crime prohibited under
these laws as “statutory treason”, adding: “Only an over-in-
dustrious prosecutor would forego the generous definitions of
crime and the easy procedural rules of the new statutory

Sedition

forms of treason for thé common law of treason and itiné
xacting laws of procedure.”
Yet, only one year later, the State started to press charges

against African National Congress guerillas under common
law treason and, if their actions resulted in death, common

‘law murder.

Not coincidentally, Solomon Mahlangu, the first ANC gue-
rilla to be hanged after the 1976 Soweto revolt, was executed:
for murder. 2

-

No official reasons have been given for the re-deployment
in political trials of the common law charges of treason,
murder and sedition (the first sedition trial in years was held
in 1979 when sedition charges were brought against members
of the Soweto Student Representative Council). 3

But most observers see it as an attempt to de-romanticise
the trials of political opponents.

As Roger Scruton notes in “A Dictionary of Political
Thought”: “Treason remains one of the few crimes punish-
able by death in England.”

People convicted in South African courts of treason and
murder are, in strict terms of law, traitors and murderers,
labels which are not calculated to win them sympathy in
international capitals and the townships.

But world concern for the Sharpeville Six, convicted of
murdering a black councillor, suggests that even the ugliest
of labels will not necessarily alienate political trialists from

the rest of the world. 4 :
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Irony in
freeing

THE imminent release of
convicted ANC terrorist

Mandela will bring to a
triumphant end the cam-
paign initiated in 1980 by
assorted Leftists in this
country. But what awaits
South Africa after the re-
lease of her Lenin?

In 1917 the German
High Command provided
Lenin with a free passage
from Switzerland to Rus-
sia in the hope that a Le-
ninist regime would pull
Russia out of the war
against Germany. The
gamble proved to be a
shrewed one. But for
Russia it marked the be-
ginning of a bloody civil
war and a tyranny which
prevails to this day.

By bowing to the Marx-
ist-orchestrated “Free
Mandela campaign”. the
NP Government appears
to have been lulied into
believing it has struck a
blow for “peace”. In
terms of Marxist seman-
tics —communese — such
thinking may be justified

‘'What would Blacks

Mandela

because ‘‘peace” is re-
garded as an end of resist-
ance to communism. But
just as Lenin proclaimed
“All . power to the
Soviets” so Mandela and
his comrades have made
it perfectly clear that they
are interested only in us-
urping power for them-
selves and the SA Com-
munist party.

With the war in SWA
about to gravitate to the
Orange River once the
UN/Swapo forces assume
control in terms of Resol-
ution 435, and with the in-
evitable intensification of
internal unrest which will
follow the release of Man-
dela, by its own actions
the NP Government will
have succeeded in setting .
South Africa on fire —
something which 20 years

of “total onslaught”
failed to achieve.
RE
An appalling irony in- mai
deed. reali,
D L DU BOIS CONfri.
Brighton Beach regular and uo.

do with the vote?

I REFER to the Chief Minister of Kwa-
Zulu, Chief Mangosutho Buthelezi’s
comments in The Citizen (November 10)
regarding his rejection in all of this coun-
try’s efforts to help his own, and other
Black peoples, lot.
Chief Buthelezi’s request for the en-
_ franchisment of Blacks is extremely well
timed especially now that most of his
colleagues have been ably trained nat-
ionally to do so by two squirrels. :
Given the vote then, who will be
~ called upon to train these people to run a
country when clearly they are unable to
* run themselves.

No, Mr Buthelezi, you are kidding
yourself. Your race is not full of Bill
Cosbys, or “Commanders of the Galac-
tic fleet,” as the media may try to con-
vince us. You must recall that until quite
recently you had no.written language or
your own, no numerals no calender sys-
tem, you had not domesticated any ani-
mals, nor did you have a plough or even
the wheel.

But now you want a vote? Explain to
us why and what you would do with it
please, and who will profit?

A REALIST ®
Rivonia

- find great

1
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I am a paremt vr wul
lovely grown-up daugh-
ters whom I dearly love
and in whose company I
enjoyment
whenever they choose my
company and a son, my
friend and mentor (being
a lawyer). All five of
them occasionally even
take my side against their
mother.

The fact that they are

holders of good university
degrees is not incidental:

in their matric year they
‘were given a very specific

choice: matric or else!
DAD {
Pretoria.

Advice
for Tutu

WOULDN't it be nice if
Tutu took a leaf out of
Mother Teresa’s book
and did something to help
his Black community,
instead of giving them
heartache and despair.
They must have realis-
ed by now that his pie in
the sky stories are just
that.
Mrs M ELLIOT
Emmarentia Ext
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‘UDF policies were

the same as the ANC’_

Treaso

¢

PRETORIA — The State had

proved the crime of treason against

the dominant core of the UDF lead-

ership in the “Delmas” trial, Mr

gustice van Dijkhorst found yester-
ay.

n the second day of his judgment at
the end of the marathon three-year trial
of 16 people linked to the UDF, Azaﬁo
and Vaal Civie Association (VCA), he
said the UDF leadership core had for-
mulated and executed a policy of mass
organisation, while fomenting a revolu-
tionary climate to lead to mass action
against government institutions.

Violence, he added, was intended,
necessary and inevitable.

The judge said the violence of 1984-85
Wwas not sporadic and haphazard as
could be ascribed to frustration borne
out of unemployment or low living stan-
dards, but was preceded by a -propo-
ganda campaign of vast magnitude.

“Every grievance was linked by the
UDF and its cohorts to apartheid.”

Violence

. The judge said the Congress of SA
Students (Cosas) had glanne‘d schools
boycotts to coincide wit the tricameral
elections. “It does not need much insight
to see that hordes of politicised school-
children on the streets could lead to
disruption and rioting.”

' There was further evidence, he noted,
that violence had been directed at spe-
cific targets. ‘

He found that in the 17 areas where
violence had been directed at council-
lors and local’ black authorites, these
campaigns had been waged by affiliates
of the UDF or organisations which
actively supported it

The court also found the UDF leader-
ship-as a whole held the view that the
ends justified the means as far as the
destruction of the local black authori-
ties system was concerned,
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“Violence was an effective and ac-
ceptable option,” the judge said.

“This conclusion is usnzgeporhd
by the fact that at no stage did the UDF
consider terminating its affiliation with
Cosas or any of the youth congir‘cssa.”

The demise of the local ay orities,
the murder of councillors or their resig-
nation through intimidation and arson
Wwere proudly held up by the UDF as
great victories, he said.

“Since its launch the UDF has consis-
tently popularised the ANC and foment-
ed distrust and even hatred of the gov-

those of the ANC, pagt
But, he said, while bound to the down-
fall of the government, the UDF was not
question of

as explicit on the violence.
“It did not openly and directly advo-
cate violence — " that woule have

brought about immediate state inter-

The judge said the UDF created a
mt::s o'll"ganisation of intertwined affili-
a 5 €6
final onslaught by the masses it set -
about creating a revolutionar;y climate
among the black population.’

When support “was sought amon;
White, Indian and coloured sections ¢
the population, UDF ':Pea.kem did not
support violence, he d, but when ad-
drese]zing blacks the languagt 8! e wta,:, if not
revolutionary, open to retation b
those inclinle.yd. i : ”

“For practical p  the govern-
ment is at war with the ANC. In the
circumstances the intent of the UDF
Was no less hostile than one would find
in time of war in the case of a treason-
able act.”

He said he wished to state emphati-
cally that n(&:ll.affiliates and persons

0 prepare the ground for the

finds

conspirators. %

There were many people who flocked
to the UDF out of disgust and dissatis-
faction with overnment in the expecta-
tion the UDF would be a catalyst for
radical but peaceful change.

Others would have become aware of
the course the UDF was taking and
there must have been many more who,
“wrapped in a political cocoon, closed
their eyes”, :

.The judge then dealt at length with
the birth of the VCA and the riots and -

political upheaval in the Vaal triangle

- during 1984,

There was clear evidence of UDF
involvement in the launch of the VCA,
he said.

The VCA saw itself as part of the
overall liberation struggle and was not
merely concerned with local civic
issues, he said.

He found there were also close links
between Cosas and the VCA.

Radicals

‘The judge concluded that the VCA
was neither democratic nor representa-
tive. A fair description of its operations
in Lekoa, he said, was “never have S0
many been manipulated by so few”.

It was clear that b mid-1984 radicals
were at the helm of the VCA.

The state had not proved that speak-
ers at various VCA meetings had called
for violence before the rioting started,
but what was clear was that councillors
were attacked and vilified and no effort
was spared to turn the people of Lekoa
against them.

The judge also dealt at length with
the stayaway and procession on Sep-
tember 3, 1984, which ended in the death
of a councillor and erupted into the
riots. The march was a “recipe for di-
saster and there is only one conclusion,
and that it was intended to be that,” he
said.

Judgment continues,

named in indictment were co-

-




Defence argument of spontaneous action during rent protests rejected in Delmas treason trial

Violence

DLy NEwS o 16 Not:

organised,
judge finds P

/
/
i

Daily News Correspondent

PRETORIA: The Vaal Civic Associa-
tion, the dominant political organisa-
tion in the Vaal Triangle townships

during September 1984, “organised or |

had a hand in the organisation of the
violence” which surrounded the rent
protests of that time, the Delmas trea-
son trial judge found yesterday.

Mr Justice van Dijkhorst, sitting in
the Palace of Justice here, rejected the
defence argument that violence in the
Vaal during a rent protest march and
work stayaway on September 3 was
spontaneous.

“The stayaway was directed by well-
organised groups of youths who para-
lysed the transport,” he said.

“It is inconceivable that the VCA
leadership would not have become
aware that the UDF’s policy on the de-

a violent one.”

'I_‘he judge noted that VCA represen-
ta:tgels hgd attended a UDF seminar
at Daleside where a paper -
ly distributed. FE Meialegwt

The paper said: “Our next tasks are
to destroy the black local authorities
and build our civics.”

’I“‘he judge qescribed this statement
as “ominous” in the light of what had
later developed in the Vaal.

|

struction of black local authorities was .

wAlteT‘native to the main charge of

treason are charges of sedition and
terrorism. Alternative to these are five

counts of murder arising from deaths’ | |

of councillors and others on September - |

31984.
Earlier the judge had said that the

fact that a resolution was taken at the
launch of the VCA in 1983 to affili-
ate to the UDF «indicates that the

| VCA was not merely a locally oriented

residents’ association”.

In terms of the working principles of
the UDF, the VCA would be bound to
the front’s programme of action.

‘While the management of the VCA
was not aware that the organisation
was intended to bring about violence,
the question remained whether a clique
within the structures had “such nefari-
ous intentions”. o .

Commenting on the march of Sep-
tember 3 in the township of Sebokeng,
the judge concluded it had been organ-
ised by the VCA.

The VCA as the organisers of the
march must have envisaged it had the
potential of violence. They must have
been aware of violence earlier in the
day of the march, but had persisted

with the protest.

~ FREE MEN: Delmas‘

f 5

trialists the Rev Tebogo G o5 M '
. . go Geoffrey Moselane i ’
aleka and Mr Oupa Hlomoka (right), celebrate their acquittal at ﬂ(]lgftgrét:\:rriaPg&gcr:gmr\élacbggg

«The march was a recipe for disas-

| ter. We can come to only one conclu-

sion — it was intended to be that.”

The judgment continues today.

O Three accused in the trial were ac-
quitted yesterday, but the verdict on
the other 16 is still to come.

The judge has already found that the
State has proved its main charge of
treason.

The men discharged were Mr Pa-
trick Baleka (29), Mr Oupa Hlomuka
(35) and the Rev Geoff Moselane (42):




“That ou’s giving apartheid a bad name.”

Treason trials

The trial for treason of 19 men in the
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Pretoria Supreme

Court has made headlines in the past day or two because the

judge, Mr Justice K van Dijkhorst, has started to deliver his

judgment of more than 1 500 pages.

The acquittal of three of the 19 men yesterday added to
public interest in the trial. But for many months it has been
largely ignored by the media. Like exploding bombs in the
cities and the death of servicemen on the border, they have

to be spectacular to arouse more than
The 19 men in the dock before Mr
accounted. for less

Human Rights Commission.
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The current frials are part of a broader’ pattern. Last year,
indicted for treason in four trials, none of
which was completed. In 1986, 49 people were charged with
treason in four trials, of whom 10 were convicted and eight
acquitted. In 1985, 55 people faced treason charges in seven
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If Nelson Mandela and his Rivonia
colleagues are soon freed, the anti-

apartheid leaders of the 1950s will

By SHAUN JOHNSON and EDDIE KOCH of The Weekly Mail

be coming out of prison just as legal
proceedings against their counter-
parts of the 1980s wind up.

The release may also_presage
important realignments in both par-
liamentary and extra-parliamenta-
ry politics.

Modern South African political
history has been punctuated by fa-
mous trials, usually known by place
names.

“Rivonia” conjures up the top
African National Congress accused
led by Mandela and Walter Sisulu.
“Delmas” will henceforth be con-
‘nected with three key officials of
the United Democratic Front, Mr
Popo Molefe, Mr Patrick “Terror”
" Lekota and Mr Moss Chikane.

Marathon trials

The historical parallel between
the two marathon trials, spanning
more than 20 years, goes deep: both
trials reached conclusion in Court C
of Pretoria’s Palace of Justice; both
groups of accused faced the maxi-:
mum penalty; both groups, curious-
1y, were defended by advocates Mr

Arthur Chaskalson and Mr George
Bizos.

But, most importantly, both trials
took place in the aftermath of na-
tionwide resistance to apartheid —
indeed, precisely because of that
resistance. ;

Mandela and his co-accused were
charged with plotting the violent
overthrow of the South African Gov-
ernment after the banning of the
ANC in 1960.

Molefe’s and the others’ charges
are framed in a more contemporary
idiom, but amount to the same
thing. Their involvement was in
what has come to be known as the
“Vaal Uprising” of September 1984,
the spasm of outrage which sparked
the nationwide “long wave” of resis-
tance lasting until 1986.

There is no reason to believe that
the latest rash of “Mandela release”
speculation has any more substance
— save for its level of hysteria —
‘than the hundreds of rumours which
preceded it.

Nevertheless, such is Mandela’s
political magnetism that mere ru-

mours of his release have sent new
political. currents surging through
the circuits of both government and
the anti-apartheid movement.

This was vividly illustrated in’

Cape Town last Monday when ru-
mours spread in the morning that
the ANC leader and his Rivonia col-
lagues were on the brink of release.

The extra-parliamentary ma-
chinery in Cape Town, which ap-
peared to have been smashed by de-
tentions and the restriction of the
United Democratic Front, was gal-
vanised. ;i 5

Wide network

Bright banners proclaiming
words of welcome were painted;
hundreds of buses were hired; and
within a few hours 5 000 people con-
verged on the University of the
Western Cape.

The Mandela legend is capable of
generating more than spontaneous
displays of fervour. 1t is thought
that a wide network of activists has
been mobilised around the task of

ich Nelson Mandela and

tzburg Supreme Court in 1979.:
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d by a spectacular

bed the crime prohibited under
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forms of treason for the common law of treason and its more
exacting laws of procedure.” :

Yet, only one year later, the State started to press charges
against African National Congress guerillas under common
law treason and, if their actions resulted in death, common

.Not coincidentally, Solomon Mahlangu, the first ANC gue-
rilla to be hanged after the 1976 Soweto revolt, was executed

No official reasons have been given for the re-deployment
in political trials of the common
murder and sedition (the first sedition trial in years was held
in 1979 when sedition charges were brought against members
of the Soweto Student Representative Council).

But most observers see it as an attempt to de-romanticise
the trials of political opponents.

As Roger Scruton notes in
Thought”: “Treason remains one of the few crimes punish-
able by death in Englan

People convicted in

law charges of treason,

“A Dictionary of Political

d.”

South African courts of treason and
murder are, in strict terms of law, traitors and murderers,
labels which are not calculated to win them sympathy in

international capitals and the townships.

the rest of the world.

andela release

The Department of Constitutional ‘1 7

welcoming Mandela and his Rivonia
compatriots.

According to some sources, there
is talk of setting up national and re-
gional committees to see to practi-
cal arrangements such as media ex-
posure, accommodation, family

. welfare — as well as political de-

briefing — for the veterans.

Representatives from a variety of ;

anti-apartheid groups outside UDF
circles may be included on the re-
ception committees: white liberal
groups, homeland leaders opposing
“ndependence” and even resistance
groups whose ideals differ from the
non-racial principles of the ANC.
“Clearly, there are far more peo-
ple who would want to turn to the
Rivonia leadership rather than the
UDF or Cosatu,” says one source.
Other sources say that the recep-
tion committees could be embryon-
ic forms of a broad front to oppose

. apartheid.

All stress, however, that many

decisions and directions. may well .

be changed when Mandela and his
colleagues come out of prison.

The Mandela factor has also
whipped up a storm within the State

But world concern for
murdering a black councillor, suggests that even the ugliest

of labels will not necessarily alienate political trialists from

President, Mr P W Botha’s, Cabinet.

the Sharpeville Six, convicted of

X SRR
18- 1)— &8

Development and Planning, charged
with responsibility for persuading
“moderate” black leaders to partici
pate in the Government’s pro-
gramme of reform, appears to be
pushing hard in favour of release.

There is, however, a powerful
lobby within the Cabinet which be-
lieves that by releasing Mandela,
the Government will be courting di-
saster. ’

Headed by Defence Minister Gen-
eral Magnus Malan, this grouping —
dubbed the securocrats — is based
in the powerful State Security Coun-

”~

cil.

The: securocrats can also argue
that the release of Mandela before a
national election, expected to be
called early next year, would
strengthen the hand of right-wing
parties.

Ultimately it is the State Presi-.
dent who will weigh up the advice
of his warring navigators and de-
cide which course to follow.

His decision will indicate the
direction of the State’s reform pro-

gramme and this will influence the = ¢

process already in motion within

_extra-parliamentary circles.




