i MJ DDE?"! DOD&SL’J ]'gg]qomOL Mahl angu-Yeonles Haroe I A\/d
the A» rtheid regime bears the entire responsibility fo a violent
conflict in SA,The General Ass mbly his recogni:ed the legitimacy of

th: ;Fru”:l. Oof the oovpressed »neonle and their liberation ovennt by
all means including X¥xarmed struscle...Th neople of Sa have not only
a right bdbut also a duty to defy the Terrorism Act and other racist
eglslation.The e ecuti on of Mr, Mahlangu would constitute an acy of muxd

MULC e oo

United Nation:s Special Committee Agamst Apartheid,

*he hours are ticking away for the great p-triot andrevolutionary Solomon
Mahlangu who has axxxayxbeen langmishing in the notorisus Pretoria

Ventral death céll for more than 500 days.He was sentenced to death for his
participation in tne "Boch street” shooting in which two whites were killed,

The ANC sun»orted by oprogressive and peace loving xraxXE governemnts z..-
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peoples throughout the world reject the &ahrgﬂ that Mahlangu is 2 murderer,

Y0 uc he is a patriot who symbolises our aspirations fro a non-racial -nd
democratic SA and our determination to fight and to make the necesary sarrifi
sacrifices for the achievemnt of thi=s goal.

s0lomon has joined the gallant band of revolutionaries an martyrs like
Che Guevera, i0o-Chi minh,iini,Khayinga ,#ischer and thousand:s of others
who throughout history have emerged to take up the banner of struggle.

“he regime and its lackeys calls Solomon and other freedom fighters "terrorist
and "murderers',Che guevera a great revolutionary who died fighting for
freedom in Bolivia once wrote-

"A guerrila fighter is a soclal reformer who takes un arms resoon igg
to the angry nrotests of his peonle against the on»n ressoreHe
fights in order to change the social system that keens all his
unarmed brothers in ignominy and misery"

Solomons life is a living testimony to the truth of this,

Solomon was born oh ke 10th October 1956in Mamelodi, Pretoria,Hi= life was
typical of that of milluons of other o»npressed Black South Africans.le grew

il up updef ve y difficult and “eprived conditions,Because of the apariheld

‘Tspétém“ ﬁaﬂmd&nied2;3210ﬁﬂ0rtnuties to bring her children up in normal

nnnﬂitinnx circumstancesethey were denied job opnportnitics ,xuXXigxrmrt paid
starvation wages,forced to live 1in intolerable,overcrowded and unhealthy
slums and subBecyed to continious police harrassment andrepression,
fveryday was aday of anxiety andinsecurity. cr
Mrs “ahlangu slaved away as a ''washer women" and the meagre salary tSrxt——he
yas—3 w s hardly sufficient for e basic necessities,However through
taking on extra chores and working for many extra hours aN\dJAy'\she managed
to scra~2 up sufficient money to enable Solomon to go to school,

tve- ‘001 the harsh realities of avartheid was felt constantlyelheir
uate facilitiesgyoversgrowded classroomsy,insufficienlt gqualified

few could have doubted that $ae—rwwsscooi—Pantu Lducation
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W designed to turn us into "hewers of wood and draw rs of water",It was
education for serfdom.
H15%@ 2 S _ % _
He “W“JacﬁtéTy aware that well over 2 million Blacks were unemployed and
: | > A " ‘. | g T™TT
that millions more were being forcibky removed to the s0- called Homelnands,
and that
worke
#1171 this influenced his thinking and he developed a keen sense of hatred

there was no security oE home let alone

against injJustice nc onpressionesHowever at this stage he had not yet
fully grasped the true nature of our onprescion,nor the forces of change

nd the methods of strugglee Qaaty 9&
In 1976 he entered matric intent on s&a&yd - ﬂ g.h:)'ping that
this would Bive him some "advantage" in the battle for survival,However the
evnst of 1976 wxiax® changed the lives of Solomon and millions others,

ﬁ ‘ | y | cA |
In that year our students =secided—bHe launch a »ecaceful campaign against

Eanta Lducatione*he fascist regimes response shocked the entire world,
7 Cold bhoodedy over a 1000 of our finest sons and daughters were butchkered,

and thousands more wese MR Jjured and maimed, for=3ELo, A1l peaceful protest
wa: met with unbridled terror anéd renressione

C A
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once again w Tcreﬂfeminwed that the racists,su»>ported by Fritain and other

suropean powers colonised us by for e of arms and that their history is
BRRXBE filled with atrocities.e remember

Solomon,like s0 many others, teeled in the crucible of fire,became acutely

aware that new methods of struggle and the guidnace ,disciniine =»nd

: CL SN Quo sacea  Far JicAof
leadechip of the liberation movemnt was ne—see—to—eestpoy—theanartieid - §—

syetom, Xnc exEnkxxinxazankignexandxingria Vith others he left S to pepare
& an &

for the srruggle aheade I\ April 77 he Joined M the military wing of Mhe

HC.Duringrhi period he showed devotation and dedication to the peoples

course and exclled 1in all his subjectselle was a constant source of
inspitation to others and eagerly awsited the day when he wbuld return to

SA to be with the peopnle in their sufferings and in th ir struggkes,
S\ A €€ Of W@ LAtk OumlvRiiug O U “"Sowseks MosSStwlnl

g ik d ‘b ot e he and two ther comrades(

) were infiltrated back into South Africa on—$the—eve—of
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mascaeres ' In johannesburg they were

apnrehended by the police and in the ensuing shoot-out two whites were

killedeThe police claim to have confiscated sub-machine guns and grenades,
-

To the opnpres=ed people of S the massage was clear,Thier sidns anc daughters
were returning to continue the strugglesiiowever now they were trained and

: FrdoWltea O™\
armed and if neccessary prepared to use revotutiomary pooples violence againse
thev ° ricst violence of the state'Our struggle had passed through many

2arlier days our peonle carried out militant but non violent
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non-violent resistanceceihe regime responded with incrcased repres

ion,
culiminating in the Sharpeville macsacre and the banning ofv the ANC,
3y the 1961 it was clear that the road to freed m lay through the armed
seizure of »ower,In that year MK-the Peovnles army-was formed and its
manifesto declared-

"The pefnrles patience is not endless,There comes a time in the

life of everu nation when there remains only one choice:submit

or fighteThat time has now come to SA",
lhe massacres of 76 and the subsequent banning of all Black onnosition
once again ex»osed the nature of the regime and roflected the corr ctness
of out strategy-ie.es the combination of legal and illegal struggle for the
armed seizure of power,
Solomon Mahlangu and Mondy Motloung were brought to trial on the 26th
sentember 1977('he third comrade had Emes® evaded arrest),They had be- =
subjected to brutal torture.Mondy Motloung wa: so badly beaten that he
sufffred extensive brain damage and was unfit to stand trial.He kum i-
now incarcerated in one of the regimes so ca led mental hos 'itals,

Solomon tectified that he had be n tortured by captain Cronwright, and
lieutenants de Waal and

ey .

Struwigetiowever the coursts once agin exnosed their
complicity by reje ting this testi mony.

On 23rd march 1978 #Mahlangu was found guilty of ”coﬁmon nurnose’’ and senteced
to death.XzXzm He defiantly gave the ANC salute ‘and shouted Amandia,Even

in the face of death the spirit and convixtions of our peonle cannot be

broken, - {

Throughttut the world governments and neoples have initiated campaigns
to "Oave the life of Mahlangu'".Almo~t all major governemnts have intervened
to try to cave his life.,xnz Eespite AXX this all efforts to get a re-trial

has failed and appeal for clemency to the State President has also been
rejected,

"
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Today are thoughts are with Solomon who 1s languishing in a death cell Im

\
For over a year he has becn witness to one “lack nrisoner being executed

every three days(sa has the hifhest execution rate in the world).He has
boen tormented by the mEXareREXy¥ sad laments of the condemned ,he has

waited anxioulsy to har of the regimes verdict and yet his spirit and
convictions have not been shakencAfter a recent visit Mrs. Mahlangu sald
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Letne <2l intnired —=sn:

2 N B8 COmrade Mahlanru is a
symbol of the revolutionary Blac k youth of SA:the youth who have joined
together with all sections of the onpre= ed peoplesunder the banner of the

ANY,to fight for a non-racial demicratic SA,free of all e xploitation and
nrivileges,

It is not Mahlangu but Botha and his collaborators in SAe yBritainysthe USA,,
vest Lirmany,Ffrance,lsrael etc. who are the murderers.Mhalangu is a patriot

yho,like thousands of other oppressed Blacks,have cedicated their lives to

the noble course of liberating our motherland,

Thelr strenght courage and dedication is an inspiration to all and a
clarion call to action.They symbolise the inevitable triumph of the Peoples
resistance over the forces of racism and darkness in our couhtry,

This year marks the 100th anniversary of the Battle of Isandymanda-an occaesion

when our people inflicted a crushing defeat on British imperialism,The AMC
has declared 1979 to be "The year of the

spear'¢Inspired by the heroes of
the past and the pre ent let us

dedicate ourselves to the Emursecause ot
frecedom amd seck to intensify our resisgance at all levels:

s both legal and
1llegal yarmed and non-armed, PP P |

‘he battle lines are being drawn, Comrade Thambo-ViRAL FOSURELY wEavHey
"Instead of submitting to aﬁ‘already disproved invincibility of

the fascist army,the best sons and daughters of our pconle have
re-ponded with enthusiasm to our call to swell the ranks of MR,.."
Today confrontaion with the racist regime is growing at xxx<xmx every level,
Jur peonle are finding new methods of mobilisation and drganisation,

Ihe resistance at Unibell,Cro:sroads,in the factories,school:,universities

- 1
and in the socalled Homelands are some reflections of the anger and militancy

of our peoples e .

Our und rground machinery,steeled iﬁ e jverience, is being strenghtened and

consolidated.And an increasing number of armed - battl o betwveen our freedom X
fighters and the terrarrixksxefxkxexregimes terrorists,

e must raise the all round struggle to newer and higher lecvels.This iz th xx=E

greatest tribute we Can pay to Solomon and all the other heroes of our struggl |

The Anc c¢alls upon you to=-

--Fight to save MahlanBus life

--Fight for the release of all politicaln prisoners and detailnees,

- Make our xdxmxx factories,rural areas, towvnshins,schools and unlaersitiﬂs

storm centres of resistance,

-~ Forg- a unity in action of the opvressed AfricangColoured and I,dian people
A peonle united can not be defeated,

~Pick » the weapon of militants like Mahlangu and Jjoin Fhe ANC and MK,

ving call be "Power to the Peonle=Victory or Death',













On the I3 January 1979, a group of 7 Umkhonto cades were involed
in a clash with racist police on the border with Botswana at

Derdepoort, near Zeerustxmnxﬁatzrﬂaxxzftﬁxnmmnx One of the group

was taken prisoner, one died and another was wounded. The others
éscaped enemy encirclement, Minister of Police James Kruger said
the clash 'could be a forerunner to large sacle infiltration'

Security Police chief Brigadier Coetzee identified the 'insurgents
as members of the banned ANC, He said they were heading for the
iJrc—:-1:oria,-'Widwza.’cersrand industrial complex, The regime has

threatened the people of neighbouring Botswana with 'hot pursuit
raids in their search for ANC guerrillas,

SA press estimate that there have been I9 known incidents of
clashes with guerrilla forces over the past two years

Sentencing of Marwane

Twenty two year o0ld Wilford Marwane was sentenced to 15 years
imprisonment by the BophuthaTswana Supreme Court for his role
in Umkhonto actions in the Northern Transvaal during the
Rustenburg clash on August I I978., Quote of Judge,

,Mgﬁlgﬂgg_ UN statement

Refusal of appeal for retrial
Int action

letters
need for intensified action now more urgent,

Hangings in I978

Year of child 2 funerals angd torture of i5 year old,
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Political Risoners Bulletin jebruary 1978

draft

Up to 20 Umkhonto we Sizwe
Khami Prison face possible

members, now incacerated in Smiths
repatriation to South Africa over

the next few years.,If sent back, they could face retrial under

sa's terrorism Act,

These patriots took part i

n the historic ANC6ZAPU alliance and

fought in the Wankie operations against the combined forces
of smith and Vorster during *967 and 1968, They were sentenced
under 'Law and Order (Maintenance Act) of the lllegal smith regime,

The following names are known - see focus and those who have died,

Under the Rhodesian laws,
release in the I980's, ANC

a number of the ANC prisoners will be due for
prisoners in Khami share their condits

with fellow Zimbabweans and are mostly held in A hall either in
cells formally used for white prisoners but now accomadatinff up

to five African prisoners
housing 40-50 people - so
to turn over., They do hard

or 1n larger cells on the third floor
tightly packed that at night impossible
labour - in early 70's this consisted

of stone crushing at the bottom of 9 foot deep pits inside the
perimeter fence from which the ladders were withdrawn to prevent

escape , Xrx ANC prisoners
of the allowed one I5 visi

in Khami have not even had the chance
T a month as their families unable to

get there. Pelow reprint letter from prison er in Khami:

LRemember our men in Khami.Call for their release and the release
of all Zimbabwean political prisoners







