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Th9 a Pthfiifi resime bears the entire responsibility £0 a violnnt

 

conflict in WA.§he Generwl do: mbly h-s rocogni ed the logitimicy of
th: :tru“;lv of tho a ore sod w 0v1e anu their liberation ovonnt by

all mofinv including XXermod stru’;le...fh oeople of Ga hove not ofily ”
a right but also 1 duty to defy thc Terrorism Act and other racist
logislotion.The e ecut on of Mr. Mahlangu would constitute an acy of lxxd

murder...”

United Nations Sp cial Cowmittee Agaish Apartheid.

the hours are ticking away for the great notriot andrevolptimnory Solomon
Mahlangu who has xixztixxbeen lanquishing in the notorivus Pretoria

Central death céll for more than 300 dayn.He was sentenced to Jeath for his
vorticioation in tne ”goch street" shooting in which two whites were killed.

Tho ANC suw orted by drogressive and pages loving xxxxtx gfivernomnts ahi
owoolos throughout thn world rej ct the éahrg“ thot Mahlongu is a murderer.

To uh he i? a-oatriot who symboli es our aspiratlons fro a non-rqciol 3nd

democratic 3A and our determination to fight and to make the neceaary nxzxtti

sacrifices for thé achievemnt of tni goal.

Solomon has joined the gallant band of revolutionaries an martyrs like

She Guevera, o-Chi ninh,=ini,Khayinga ,Fimcher and thousand. of others

who t roughout hi tory have emerged to take up the banner of struggle.

‘hc regime and its lackeys calls Solomon and other freedom fighters I'terrorist

an. ”murderers".Cho guevera a great revolutionary who die? fighting for

freedom in Eolivia once wrote—

”A guerrila fighter is 4 social reformer who takes u) arms resnon 133

to the angry nrotests of hi neoole wgainst tho 0‘ resoor.He

fights in order to change the social system that ke-ws all his

unarmed brothers in ignominy and misery"

Solomons life is a living testimony to the truth of this.

Solomon was born oh xkn 10th October 19561n Mamelodi,Pretoria.Hin life was

tyoical of thut of milluons of other owormssed Block Gouth Africans.He grew

up uhder vo y difficult and eprived conditions.Because of the apartheid

‘Vsystom has denied thg‘oowortnuties to bring her children up in normal

zanditinnx circumstances.tney were denied Job cnoortnitios,xu£fiizixxt paid

starvation wages,forced to live in intolerable,overcrowded and unhealthy

alums and subaecyed to continious police harrassmont nnirepression.

Everyday was aday of anxiety andinsecurity. hy'

Mrs “ahlangu slaveé away as a ”washer women” and tho meagre salary thatzsha

hazzaztn w s hardly sufficient for the basic necessitie:.However through

taking on extra chores and working for many extra hours afidAwflshe managed

to scra’? up sufficient money to enable Solomon to go to school.

Tvp' '001 the harsh realities of apartheid was felt constantly.The1r

uate facilities,overcrowded c1assrooms,insufficienlt qualified

few could haVG doubted that #he—purpasa—ofi—Bantu Education
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fiesifin~d to turn ua into ”hewers of wood and drew rs of weter".It was

education for serfdom.
('HO , _~‘. W ‘

He ‘~*Jaefit€Ty aware that well over d m1: lon Blacke were unem,lojed and

‘ I “ A W ¥ >

1 ’P

that miVj‘onm more were being forcibky remOVed to the so- caller nonelnadds.

'3 there was no security 0! home let alone

 

:znd that ._

work.

“11 thi: influenced his

nd ownrernion.flovever at this stage he had not yet

of change

thinking and he develoaed a krvn sense of hatred

against inju tice

fu 1y graeoed the true nature of our onpreuqion,nor the forces

n7 the methods of strugile. “Q*?*fi 9: 1 '

In 1976 he entered metric intent on stueytng—hard—ane—fia.51ng.hoping that

tgis yould give him some ”advantage” in the bwttle for survival.qowever the

evnst of 1976 xtxn changed the lives of Solomon an mi‘Wions others.

In that year our students decided—te launcfiyg u-nceful ewwnnign against

b ntfl Uducation.*he feecixt regimes response shocked the entire world.

11%; C216 bbcodjcty.over a 1000 of our finest eons and daughters were butchered.

and thousands mere wove mn jured and maimed.f¢==tt¢a.A11 peaceful protest

we met with unbriflled terror anfi rewrem ion.
, , CIHELKfi _, , ,
Jnca again we vereflfeminfed that the racists,3uvported by 5r1ta1n and other

nuropnan powers colonised ul by for e of arms and that their history is

.sxnxnt filled with atrocities.We remember

flelomon,1ike eo many others, teeled in the crucible of fire,beceme acutely

aware that new methofls of struggle and the guitnace ,diecix1ine ”nd

13qu- hip of the liberation movemnt wasWmp“
system.ihetaxxntxxixxfinxxnhtxnlxanfixtxxnix With others he left 5: to pepare

f ~ the .;:~rug; 1c: aheadfltnherilr77 he Joi‘ ed Mf‘ tn: military wing of like
ANC.Duringrhi pvriofi hr who ed devotation ane dedication to the peoales

course and exc 178d in all his subjects.He W‘s a constant source of

inevitation to others and eagerly aw ited the dxy when he wbuld return to

SA to be with the eeowle in_their sufferings and in th ir etruggkes.
on m we 0-; MIQLA5~¥ ceuxéuxa 04.. “$me Messomu

e t " ' h he and two ther comrades(

  

. ) were infiltrated back into South Africa oe~the—e¥e—of

th2iegéixansa3__n£_theflSowebe—maeeaeres-".In Johwnnesburg they were

apwrehenied b; the police and in the ensuing shoot-out two whites were

killed.fhe police claim to hqve confiscated sub-machine guns and grenades.

To the Oppres:ed people of G the mafisage was c1ear.Thier sins and daughters

were returning to continue the struggle.fiowever now they were trained and
rebghéicaorh\.

armed and if necceesary prepared to use reveiutiunary peoples Vlolence agalns

thev ' riat violence of the statelOur struggle had pnesed through many

earlier day: our peowle carried out miiitant but non violent
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non-violnnt rosiitanCO.fho regime responded with incr-aae~ POPTO' ion,

culi in ting in tho Gharwevi‘le ma sacre and the banning of the ANC.

my th' 1961 it 1‘ cl2ar that the road to freed m lwy tdrough the armed

seizure of eower.In that year MK~the Peoolos army-waw formed 1nd its

manifesto Aeclared-

"The 9013103 patience is not endless.Phere comes a time in the

life of ovwrx nation whon there remains only ono choico:submit

or fight.?hnt timv hms now come to SA".

fhu ma sacres of 76 anfl the subsequent banning of 111 Black ofivvsition

once again GK‘ORed thn nature of the regime and rrflncted thv corr ctness

of out strategy-i.e. thw combination of logal and illegal struggle for the

armed seizure of power.

Solo:on Hhhl4ngu and Mondy Motloung were brought to trial on the 26th

seatember 1977( he third comrade had xxzxx eVQded nrrect).?hey had bé: :

subjected to brutal torture.Mondy Motloung wn so bgdly beaten that he

sugfrred extensiVC brain damage and as unfit to stand trial.fie has i"

now incarcerated in one of the regimes so ca led mental hos itals.

Solomon te;tified that ho had be n tortured by ca-tain Cronwriwht, and

lieutenants de Waal and fltruwig.However tho coursts once agin exposed their

complicity by reje ting this testi mony.

 

On 23rd march 1978 Hahlangu was found guilty of ”common purpose” and senteced

to death.Xuinn He defiantly gaVQ the ANC salute and shouted Amandia.Even

in the face of death the soirit and convixtions of our poofile cannot be

broken. . (

Throughbut the world governments and ocoolns have initiated campaigns

to "Save the life of Mahlangu".Almo t all mqjor governemnts have intervened

to try to save his lire.xxg respite :11 this all effortu to get a re-trial

his failed and anpaal for clemency to the State President has also been

rejected. \
< 5‘“ mx‘ \Hkn“ \N

Today are thoughts are with Solomon who is languishing in1gdagzth cell in

for over a year he has by n witness to one «lack «risoner being executed

every three days(sa has the hifhest execution rate in tho world).He has

b on tormented by the lntxnxhnix sad laments of the condemned ,hc has

waited anxioulsy to har of the regimes verdict and yet his spirit and

convictions haVe not bean shaken.After a recent vjsit Mrs. Mwhlangu said
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Letwu»eell~b§”ifi?hired~andme¥ad~towactionnhy~ihis.Comrade Mahlanxu i: a

symbol of te revolutionary lec k youth of SA:th

together with 211 sections of tie owpre

AN“

youth who h‘VU Joined

ed peoole,under the banner of the

,to fight for a non-racial demicratic SA,free of all e xploitation and

nrivileges.

It is not Mahlangu but Botha and his collaborators in SA.,Britain,the USA.,

Heat c,7.rm..';:ny,France,Israel etc. who are the murderers.Mhalangu is a natriot

who,like t‘ousands of other oepressed Blacks,have eedicated their lives to

the noble course of liberating our motherland.

Their etrenght courage and dedication is an inepirat on to all and a

clarion call to action.Phey symbolise the inevitable triumph of the Beoples

resistance over the forCes oi racinm and darkness in our country.

This year marks the 133th anniversary of the Battle of Isandruadha-an occassion

when our peo=le inflicted a crushing defeat on Briti h imwerialism.The ["0 I

hus declared 1979 to be ”The year of the epear”.1nseired by the heroes of

the past and the pre ent let u; dedicate ohreelves to the nxaxxecause 0?

fr edpm and seek to intensify our rezieyance at all levels both legal and

illegal,armed and non-armed. .‘
’VY‘ \'\€X\‘\

The battle lines are being drawn. Comrade Thnmbo-Vreai recently stated-
"Instead of submitting to afi‘already disproved invincibility of

the fascist army,the best sons and daughters of our peowle have

re eonded with enthusiasm to our call to swell the ranks of MR..."

Ted y confrontaion with the racist regime is gr wing at nittknx every level.

Dur 00021? are finding new methods of mobilisation and mrganieation.

The resistance at Unibell,Crotsroads,in the fwctories,school:,universit1es

and in tnw eocalled Henelands are some reflections of the anger and miiitancy

of our people. «uh . . , M m ‘

Our und'rground machinery,stee1ed 2a eiperience, is being strsnbhtenee end

consolidated.And an increasing number of armed battl between our freedom 1

fighters an: th2 xxxxxxxix13xn£x13nxxegimes terrorists.

We must raise the all round struggle to newer an: higher 1 vels.This is th 32:

, 1 ‘ . n u rP-rl

greatest tribute we can may to Solomon anG all ti? other heroeo of our etruub

The Anc calls upon you to-

-—Fight to save Mahlnngus life

-—Figmt for the release of all noliticnl. prisoners and *etainees.

- Hake our xxhxuix factories,rural areas,townships,schoole and universities

storm centres of re istance.

-— Forg a unity in action of the oonressed African$Coloured ann Indian 000916

A peovle united can not be defeated.

-3ick v the weapon of militants like Mahlangu and join the ANC and M..

ving cnll be "Power to the Peowle-Victory or Death".



 

 

 

 





 

 



On the I3 january I979, a group of 7 Umkhonto cades were involedin a clash with racist police on the border with Botswana atDerdepoort, near ZeerustxxnxSxtxrdaxxaftxrnmxnx One of the groupwas taken prisoner, one died and another was wounded. The othersescaped enemy encirclement. Minister of Police James Kruger saidthe clash 'could be a forerunner to large sacle infiltration'

Security Police chief Brigadier Coetzee identified the 'insurgentsas members of the banned ANC. He said they were heading for thel”retoria—Widwatersrand industrial complex. The regime hasthreatened the people of neighbouring Botswana with 'hot pursuitraids in their search for ANC guerrillas.

SA press estimate that there have been I9 known incidents ofclashes with guerrilla forces over the past two years

Sentencing of Marwane

Mghlgggu_ UN statement

Refusal of appeal for retrial
Int action
letters
need for intensified action now more urgent.

Hangings in I978

Year of child 2 funerals and torture of 15 year old.



 

Political Risoners Bulletin J’ebruary I978

draft

Up to 20 Umkhonto we Sizwe members, now incacerated in Smiths°\\k-Syb Khami Prison face possible repatriation to South Africa over
the next few years.If sent back, they could face retrial undersa's terrorism Act.

These patriots took part in the historic ANC6ZAPU alliance andfought in the Wankie operations against the combined forcesof smith and Vorster during *967 and I968. They were sentencedunder 'Law and Order (Maintenance Act) of the illegal smith regime.

The following names are known - see focus and those who have died.

Under the Rhodesian laws, a number of the ANC prisoners will be due forrelease in the I980's. ANC prisoners in Khami share their conditswith fellow Zimbabweans and are mostly held in A hall either incells formally used for white prisoners but now accomadatinff upto five African prisoners or in larger cells on the third floorhousing 40—50 people - so tightly packed that at night impossibleto turn over. They do hard labour - in early 70's this consistedof stone crushing at the bottom of 9 foot deep pits inside theperimeter fence from which the ladders were withdrawn to preventescape . inx ANC prisoners in Khami have not even had the chanceof the allowed one I5 visit a month as their families unable toget there. below reprint.letter from prison er in Khami:

ERemember our men in Khami.Call for their release and the release
of all Zimbabwean political prisoners



 


