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AR / The Commissioner of Prigons, - ,- | ML
@/  PRETRORIA - AL SRR (. e
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N.R. Mandela. @ . &

oingle Cell Sectitn

ROBiﬁN ISLAND, FRISON
. 22.4.69, ' AR
X The Minister of Justice,
f Parliament buildings,
% CAPE TOWN.
.- Dear S3ir y ¥
? My colleagues have requested me to write and. ask yoﬁ;ta-reéhhﬁf
X lease us from prison and, pending your decision on the matter, . .
2 to accord us the treatment due to politiecal prisoners. At the

ki ( Outset we wish wo point out that in making this appllcation we_fl

i are not pleading for mercy but are exercising the 1nhprent righte g ety
: of all people incarcerated for their political beliefs. :. R ',f-fjl
2§ The persons whose names appear in gchedule A atmehEd to tbls*7f b

9 _ letser léve in the Single Cell Section of Kobben Sidhﬂ-}thun;  T

& and are completely isolated from the reet of the prisoners on;the B

ﬁ; Island. For- thie remgon we are wniable to fuwnich you w-;‘i.Lhﬁ{i A 2

Rt full list of all the persons on this leland and in other Sad SORE T Bt

E‘i J on behalf of whom this application is made. ,'3  ¢~ o3

b | Pricr to our conviction and imprisonment we were Tﬁiberm Gf

e wellknown poliitical organisations which fougnv agﬂxnus‘*ui¢t1uah_

%‘ and racial persesution, and which demanded full politicall rlgmts‘ e N

%5 for the African, Coloured and Indian people.of;this CQHTLPJ f'_gfj[;;ﬁ

3 We completely rejected as we .gtill do, all 1orns cf mn*ue don 1na~ Y

g tion, and more particularly the policy of seperate devé opmeuu¢  a~;5

8 v and demanded a democratic gouth Africa-free from ‘the evils c‘_-_;; | g

o (i~ Colour oppression, and where all ‘Scuth Africans, regardledgsg’ef @ i

i race or belief would live together 1in peace and harmony. et & | ;

%; basis of equali - B 3 [

;T All of us, without exception, were convicted and SwanWPhx p

3 for political activities which we embarked upon ag part and. pas f‘PL

ﬂ of our strugegle to win for our people the vight of selfd ﬂte:tm..rn.t’mn, |

?. acknowledged troughout the civilised world as the 1uaiaenu—x f;LF_ M;;f

4 ble birthright of all human beings. These activities. wereans pirédV_L: g

; by the dm81re to resist raé¢ial policies and unjus¥ lews. whichi p 5.0 15;;Q

_ violate the p“lncztple of human rights and fundamental fTre e:ior T..hﬂ'

! forms the foundation of democratic government. J

i In the past the povorrmentu of South Africz have treatedj v i

‘ persons found guilty of offences of this nature as mc.:lit.ical_ il 2 é,ﬂ

: offenders who were released from prigon, 1in some coige€s,. LOAL w wd .

before their sentences expired. In this comection ve refler yow) tcy 'Bhﬁ |
cases of (Generals Christiuan De Wel, J.C,G5 Kemp. andiothers, wiio b b ey e;
were charged with high ireason arising out of the 1924 h(bﬁ]Ll(nw  ?&@?1 '
Their case was in every rcspect mere serious than ours. GO0V S e L
rebels took to arms anéd there were no less than 32< cﬁsyglt*eﬂ.- ' ;;? “
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; Towns were occupied and considerable damage caused to government _ '?“-m
4 installations, while claims for damage to rrivate property amaunted
to R500,000. These acts of violence were committed by .white .men T e
who-enjoyed full political rights, who belcnged to political e et v
parties that were legal, who: had newspapt#irs that could pﬂbllC je
their views. They were able to move freely up.and: down '‘the A
i Country espousing their cause and rallyings support for $hedir: il Y
f? ideas. They had no justification whatecever for resoriing: oy sy L gve ;*%V
violence. The Leader of the Orange Free Stnte rebelg,) DaiWet:, fw i dya: Eﬁ
i was sentenced to 6 years imprisonment plus a fine.of R& OO Mo aen S0 g
i Kemp received a sentence of 7 years and a {ine of 12, UO "The | & o
i rest were riven comparantively | Lghter sentences. F a6 T . _ﬁ %;j
| In spite of the gravity of their offences, De'Wet'°ﬁae’r9LEa;w 4 ”F
ged within 6 months of his convietion and sentence, and. the rest . 1. 5‘
Ji within a year. This event occured a little more than half. a’ -
! century ago, yet the Government of the day showed much leSq AP RRLS W ¢ |V,
intransigence, in its treatment of this category of priSener than 4 ;Q 
“' the present Government seens prepdred to do ' 54 years 1ﬁuer'wlth'bi&0k  e
politicians who hﬂVL even more jJustification to Besort to. violence: 8
than the 1914 rebels. 'This Government has persis stently “pdrned ‘ R
our aspirations, uhppres sed our }ollut*11 Or{ﬂhl“ﬁt*GﬂS;an o)
1mposed severe restrictions on known activists and 11e1d WOPKGFS. A
- ot ' # VR \H'.fl'; f
It has ceused hardship and dlsruptzon GI famt ]V lltﬁ by M
| throwing into }I]trm1r1nhdwwh*¢u} othervise irméecent pfnple._ 0N ’“L_Hfag,
i Finally it has instituted a reipgn of terior un pY'y vrs*/d rited dn th@ ;;;
g history of the Counurj and closed all channels of constitmtional. fffkéﬂ;ﬁ
il struggle. In such a situation resort to violence wa g.the 1Le«1tab1ﬂ o
alternative of freedom fighters who had the co raf e o tnelr e i -,fjf
convigctions. No men o1 principle and integr J‘t,y could 'Baveagone. . 4008515 WS
otherwise. To hawe folded arms would have been an act of su“rende &V 3 5
to a.Goverﬂ@frt.of'mlnorJty rule and a betrayal -of our cabue.-miwiﬁf}jj E#
world history in genreral,’'and that of ,South Africa. in. partictleg, & 57 LI
teaches that resort to violence may in:certain cases be *nr¢ectiy %
. U legitinate: 4 8, . :
, In releasing the rebels scon after their convietiopd thHe i " Yt & 5
1% Botha-Smuts Government acknowledged this vital fact. e 11rm1v %'F' '”;¢; 3.
w believe that our =zaxs case is no less different, and.we ‘Bgtordinzly e
1 as” you to make this privilege available to us.'As indics ted abuv,,Jﬁff;“{ﬁ
2 t.. re were 322 Cd&UaLtJeS in the Rebellion. By way of conbrast, we '+ . 4%
A draw attention to the fact that in couulttwng actis ol sabolage we:
{ took special precautwon to aviod loss of life, a fact.whiech wag: A
g . expressly achomledrﬁd by both the trial Judge and the pﬁou cuLion ;ﬁff
{ 1n the Revonis Cace | s Wi, 8 A
i , o L e ;
An examination of the cttached schedule shows that if we'luse ' &'
| De Wet's case as the stundard, then everv one of us cugh Ul WoRave o Gilein
‘j been released by now. Of the 23 persons whose numes are listed . 'l e
: therein, 8 are doing life imprisonment, 10 are serving sentences __géﬂ?fﬁffl
;s;l ranging from 10 to 20 yeurs, and 5 between 2 and 10 Vears., BRCECWNE B C
q ] Of those doing fmp.‘r"},f,omru bt for iife 7 have completed: 4 i Sadin f e
| 10 months, and 1 has done 4 years and 4-months. The men iwith: the g 4T

10!1{{(-:;3 gsentence E'._Ii;f’)fiéf.'.lt thogse .;;(?L"‘V_'irl,f_f tor:.s betweon 10-_.'*--*_!*(* QU-nf(,_ .é_,
18 Billy Kair who has already completed a 1/4 of his sen€enpe.’
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W # Joe Ggabi, Samson Fadana and Andrew Masondo, the firstJté be f Ef{“fﬁ“if
¥ # convicted in this group have each completed 6 y;wrs of their e ey
requctive‘sentences of 12, 8 ang 13 years. The Last monftgfbé' ~ W
Bentenced in the same group were Jackson. Fuzile and Joﬂannﬂ%'Dgﬁi&IaP;”
who received 12 and 7 years regpectively. Fuzile hﬂﬂcomplg%édfag1)4
of the s€ntence whereas lungala will have doneaﬁKaCtly‘haifuf*hhs MY
on 19th May 1969. Every one of those.serving terms bet#@eﬁ'oaanaLlof:%.

- years has at least completed a 1/4"of his Diﬂt&ﬂCﬁ_ | 3 ke g O
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aim for releace becomes even sironger vhen.examined:ig

relation to the cases of Robey Leibrandt, Holm, Pienuar Strausg., . ke
arrived in the Union from Germany at a time when that Couﬁtfy-é&S*ﬁf':'

11{ #,1 8

gnderground organisation with the purpose of overthrowing the a |
overnmeni and establishing in its place one modelied on that oL L)

"8 LI

,LfStrausa were also ieprisonment for*high treason, it being allegid il

13 1'
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against the Union and its allies. On coming to ‘power, hovweverithe i 8 50"

res ‘ - . ~1 on - : gy 41 : | . . Ay
present Government released these and other prsouners: sentenced sfoxr i Vi

d H!treasqp agg sgbotage, noilwithstanding the fact that-thev,had“beenv TS
- arrested in circumstances which made them appear to nany South

@8 traltors:to thedr own Country. Apain by woy of contratty, we Braws

gttf;mionbto the fact that our nelivities were at all ‘tines actw“! ¢t od ok "
y. the noblest ldeals that men can cherish, namely, the dosite O A R

301 s hink
.‘ e s R 5

§erve our people in their. just struggle to free themselves i LB D R T
Govgrnment'founded Ol 1njusiice and: inegquelity. Gl Rl R U YU G
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| 1 .we fur?:her IWiSh o #remind you_,that in 1966 your p_'[w:‘“»de.‘-_ge\:.“___'.L'_Lc’rl.1,*5l ﬁ
Nl ;e eased Spike de Keller, Stephaney Kemp, Allan Brooks and TorE il et BER
. aﬂxnixxﬁwhmsaxﬁamﬂxxappmarxxnxtﬁakxmkﬁdﬂibﬁxu&x3i@hzrg&xﬁﬁkiﬁbﬁrixgi;ﬂf37r

* ! wr ey M | : ' WET L - T 4-
Kempyx¥xmmkxxand Lrue, alllof whom originally appeared: jointly w1t

- Edwvard Joseph Danieils (whose names aprear in the'schedule}von;&{Cﬁ&?éé.5¢ﬂ3ﬁ

.0f Sabotage. Kemp, Brooks and True pleaded 'guiity to an aliernative”

ot

IL §fcharge, and a seperation of triazl was ordered. The case agaiﬁs#ﬂﬁn¢e1SUinf??'

. |

they were found gullty and sentenced to 15 and 10 years ‘respéctiwel

and De Kelle Y 1 3 + i . I. - o - > | - - ' \ Y et | VRmAt N 4

L=

::hlsentenced 52 4 and-4‘year; respectively, cach of - which was pﬁrfiy“'« 
.o Buspended, We are informed that De Keller was releacoed after hehig" .

i pleted their sentences.
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al war with the Union. He then proceeded to set up a PQTQHMilitary:'fffﬁ”'

NEZitgermanY- He was found guilty of high treason and“sentenceqrtgfaﬁéf*1, ;
eath, later commuted to imprisonment for life-’Holm,Pienamrﬂipd“=4k}:*‘ “
yid !.flf"-" *I ' '
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Kemp, Brooks and True were found guilty on the aliternative awng - Y L
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whilst Kemp, Brooks and True’'were alco released. before. they hHazd comd U&d T Wi

"I-h l --|I il i

~ that they collaborated with the enemy in prosecuting the war Sy o dd K 5.
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do not in any way bepm udge those who were fortunate ENOVA Y07 wvday Ll Wl

5

b 0.5 ¢ : o s 18 & i * : 1 3 '
e released and who escapc the hardship of vrison life ard are ‘hapgpvil
' ‘b vl

know that they now lead 4 nornmal life. But we refer to their .casd fapli sty 3
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‘the limited purpose of showing ithatl our:reguest is 1oo sonavle, apd ®ise -
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Aand Lo accord ‘the same 11 alniefft Lo ite citizons. PARIE LA AR B

F"

gt on There is_one jmportzmt difi‘eﬁrje:nce vetweel cur case and i‘"zftof '*.;.
De Wet z2nd Leibrandt. "Thev were releficed oriy ‘after the rebe7?ibn-b$d'*3
.been crused and after Germany had been corguered ard ke L e
_threat to the safety .of thc State when iicf vere i fread
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Y / In our case, however, it may be argued that our revoluﬂidh ig planned
 for the future and that security considerations require' tnaﬁ;pe 8T

treated differently. Add to this fact that our convitions. have nd@;‘* ﬁﬁﬁgzﬁjg

changed and our dreams are still the same as they were bei‘or&ﬁ we' ﬂwer& o '
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jailed; all of which would seem to confirm the opinion that'qur cg@m is‘ug 4&

wo distinguishable from all the previous ones. We feel. surP,ﬁhoﬁavaP,jfhat A6 bi;
o you will not be tempted to think along these lines, &s Buchvan & iﬁ.ﬂ-;,ﬂgf;‘*'_fﬁ';ﬁ
i argument would carry sinister implications. It would mean that if i”J ﬂH% e
© security considerations today require that we would be kept, ﬁn.prlson,eﬁyf}"ﬁf
@g: we would not be released when we complete our re qnective*vedﬁeneﬁsﬂ*wdga ﬂﬁéi,
o if the present situation remains unaltered; or if the- positigﬁ‘wérﬁen;.f-ufﬂﬁi
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ﬁff“ The plain truth is that the . racial 'strife and conflict that. ﬁeriﬁuéfyﬁﬁ“'gﬁg;
J : S RPRRE A N

if | threatens the Country today is due solely to the shortSIghtéd pj;f;ﬁﬁ i;;
A and crimes committed by this Government. o _ “*3~*ﬁ ity
;? '. | I :;I_ ! a ,,F.'.;[}.F 52 i i T M{tl : b T ff:

st e’ The ionly way:ito: avert disaster is not to k@ep innocen$ mem ih?éaal
' but to abandon your provoeative actions and to pursue sane aﬁd‘@nli€Q$en£d
bl [ [;/ policies. Whether or not evil strife and bloodshed are . to Qecurdncditi skt

7 country rests entirely on the Government. The continued Euppg&ﬁhidﬁQw““ﬁi*”?tt
g on of our: aspirations and reliance on 1rule through COGTCI@H &rumis ﬁﬁ;“ Lm@ﬁfﬁfﬁﬁ
% . people more and more to violence..Nemther you nor T carn - predaﬂnrtheﬁ m,wﬂaiw*;

| Qe R o T
il price the country will have to pay at the end of that Stzifenghe Dhﬁ“;ﬁim}g,ﬁ

il obvious solution is to release us and to hold a round table &anexﬂnc%;Qfﬁ”'
b b to 00“51der an amicable solutlon. * PR R E4 ﬁ*f‘ 1i:ﬁg
e P ~.~rz~wx. RIA
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Our main request 1q thqt vou relea,e us and pend;ng 39&?54f“"

papers, TdleS, bios cope better and closer contact w1ﬂh;0uqu m¢1” '
~and friends here and abroad. : i

Treatment ag polltiqal prlsoner 1mplln$ the freedom to obta;ﬂ Qll
reading material that is not barned and to write book@ffor ﬁhﬁlicati
. 'we would expect to be fiven the option to work as one deslre; QHd?f@F
Wi ondeedde the trodes one would Yike to learn..In this connectﬁc«’”,'-;éii'aj;ﬂﬁh

to point out that some c¢f these privileges were enjoyed botﬁnbyfyhélﬁ’

¥ "}. b .ﬁﬂlg.:‘:!:‘. ' -'I.I',J-.
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 \%; 1914 rebels as well as. by Lelbrqnat and Cooleagues %11 "of "yh
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\ treated ac polltlcal pPris oneru. ; _fz'f-“fuﬁ”~*i%ﬂ%?ﬁﬁﬁfiﬁfihmu»ﬁ-
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B s ‘The prison authorities at+empt to answer, our demand for%‘ Etr siman?
B as political prisoner by pointlng out thﬁf ‘wWe were conﬁjc%ed¢by tﬂﬁ* selug. LS
% o Courts for contravening the laws of the Countly, th;t hé ara l;!e ﬁfvﬁ%TW§ VL5
i other criminals and, bherefbxe, cannot be tredted . Py

criminals. Treason, abot ge, wembersh¢n of an’ 1ljﬁpal o“r;niﬁu[ﬁQ&i%;ﬁjgfgﬁVA
were all criminal ofrences ‘then as now. why then were tkey tagnted f*;iﬁ, i
ferently. It seems to us that” the only difference bel veen,ﬁh&wmﬂp c%@pﬁ?ﬁ§,
is one of Colour. T . , o1 1 BEPR ,g.ﬁwﬁﬁgW%. Jﬁw'i |
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On all other issues, ‘especinlly on the Mn.ur'qua-

stion of eolofip ik L
-‘hoth victor and vanquished were in agreement. The conf’fat havmngzhgtn |

solved it was possible for the Government tc adopt a.cohcmllétQﬁy I
attitude and to extend to the prisoners all

sorts 'of'lndulg'nces.“But k
today the position is altogether different. Thig tlmeatheﬁuﬁalte‘[éﬂﬁg;f
comes, not from white men, but mainly from black’ puiltlclﬁns whollw'“gﬁf;
disagree with the government on almost everything under”thﬁwsunﬁwfhel
victory of our cause nxminag MENSE means th end ot whlte rulemg”,fiéi¢ﬁa
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lhstitution of rehdhllLtatlon but
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and courage to persue eur ideals. This 'is our: puniqhment fﬂ{' QAS@ng'
our voices apgainst the tyranny of colour: This is the true explanat uﬂ.@n
for the bad tzeufmen» We recgive in priaon = pick and Qhovel*wbrﬁﬁ

continously for the lost 5 years, a wretched diet dunia; of egaentiﬁi
cultural material and isolation from the world out ide ‘Bhe Jaill Y

1s the reason why privileges normally available to othé%{nfi&gnﬂrﬁ;“~
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»  We get no remission of sentence. Wh1lst the ordlnaby pﬁﬁs
18 classified in C group on admission pelitical offendar” arﬁ_gut o I
in D which carries the leagt privileges. Those of us wHe mans wred }0 iﬁff;
‘reach{group (Al are denied privileges noimally eanyed'byﬁbrlminqkshﬁuwiiaﬂu
in the saiie group. They are compelled to do pick und sheNell wogpky @ & o i#
are not allowed newsgrapers, radlos, oiosoope, conwdgt*yialt§iq ?p  :“J;;.
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made avnllable 0 ail w1thout exceotlan WA
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The Pr*uons Act 1959 gives vou the nece
the relief we seek. Under its prevision

Us on parole or probzatior.. De Wet 2rd: others were re*eaged uh%éfﬁfta-uwm ;
-. <mer method. In conclustion, we place-:on record that tag years wg‘fﬁfﬁk;
have spent on this Island . have been difficult TR EX yearu. Almostﬁ“fgﬁfﬂiﬁﬂi
©very one ol us has had a,full share in onc way or anotlier of"thei %g??ﬁﬁ:?
hardships that face non-white. prisoners. These hd]dShlpq hdvg y 8 tim jf 4
been the result of official indifference to oup problezs,” other bmmeﬂ%
they were due to plain persecution. But tflngs nave someqﬁfﬁ'eﬂae&a
we hope even better days will come. A)l that we wish te.add- 1swtﬁq&.
we trust that when you cgr31der this application you will! bedridn'n

that the ideas that in ispire us, and the convictions that give, forn

direction to our activities constitute the only solution to the*pza'agﬁﬁ"
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