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LS/Conf.Room Paper No, l

The Commissioner of Priumnu, . 1‘, 7

PRETRORIA . 1 , . ‘%_J

N.T. Mandela. ‘
Single CL-ll Sectien
ROB;.BB {BL.ANB BRISGN
22 69 ”’

The Minister of Justice,

Parliament buildings,
CAPE TOWN.

Dear Sir,

My colleagues have requested me to write and ask you to re~:‘
lease us from prison and, pending your decision on the matter;

to accord us the treatment due to political prisoners. At the
outset we wish wo point out that in making this applicaticn we

are not pleading for mercy but are exercis ing the inherent rgght

of all people incarcerated for their politics] beliefS‘ .

The persons whos (3 names appror in schedule A attached to this

and are completely isolated from the rent 01 the prisoners oh;the

Ifilmnd. POT thin Teawun we fire NHHU]C Lo furnich yum ijhwa ‘~ JV'I;L:J

full lint hf all tha p01Bone Bn this I")IBBd and in amber pBlmonhl" "
oh behalf of whom this application is made. ”5 7
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Prior to our convigtion and imprisonmen; we weremeLberu 0f

wellkngwn polit1CBl uzCualBaL1ouw whlr:h icuitght agalnst *ul‘ti; 1 FF';f y

and racial persesution, and which demanded iull poliicalr15hts ‘“‘*» 1

for the Afrlean, Colour2d and Ind1an people.of this Counpry. \ ,1
We completely rejected as ewstill do, all 10Ins of white dc1na~ ‘

tion, and more particularly the policy of sepezLte deve' p£8ubi '”

and dmended a democzet1c Sou*:h Africa free fron the rv:is 0;"

Colour oppression, and “here aJ1 South Africans, regargleCS'cf , U

race or belief, would live 105:1}91 1n pea cc and harmonJ en a ,,7: ’,,i J
basis of equality. ' . W x;
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A1] of us, without exception, were convicted and awnfenvb; C,

for political aouivities which we embarked upon at, Jurt and pmzceh ‘

of our struggle to win for our pvople the rfinht of selfdetelmlnutium,

acknowledged troughout the civiljacd world as the inaliene—. v4 1 :J

ble birthribht of all human befings. 1'hese zctjv1ties were insp1red *
by the desire to resist racial policies and unjust laws which J ‘"."”u

violate the principle of human righxs z'nd fuadamental freedom. tha'

forms the foundation of democratic gcwxeznrant.

In the past the governments of South Africa have treated. H _

persons found guilty of offences of Bh1n nature as poli+1cel. J VKJJ_w‘vl

offenderw who were released from prJBon, in BOrC chxvu,']onr ” 3

heflore their mentencve expired. In this )rrl(1luu we 1019B you ta the _

c’ees of Generals Chrjabiuun De Wet, ..C.G. ~<up. (‘Ui mthcrn who ~ 151,: 5

were charged wjih hihh Lreason nrisivr; out of the 1913 BebelL1on. 1‘

Their case was in ev<1" WLepect more “rxlohn than ours. 1?,OOU1~

rebels took to alms SLG there VC]L no loss than 5?? cfie“altied.
» '., '~,q
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Towns were occupied and Considerable damafin caused to goVernment ;..
installations, while claims for damage to vrivate property amountéd-v‘
to RSO0,000u These acts of violence were nwmmitted by,wh1¢e men V ‘
who enjoyed full political rights, who be: nged to political
fiarties that were legal, who;had newspaptrs that could publicise
their views. They Wore ahLe to move freely up and down the
Country espousing their cause and rallying support for their
ideas. They had no justification whateoev r for resorting toh
violence. The header of :he Urnnqc Free buwte rebels; De Wet,. ‘_
was sentenced to 6 years imprisonment pita a ane of R4,QOO. 'T‘
Kemp received a sentence of 7 years and a ftno of R2'VOO. The t m ,
rest were given compurntiveWy lighter sentcnous. ‘ t 'K“

a, .
m;

In spite of the gravity of their offences, De Wet.‘was releaa: , v
. Bed within 6 months of his conviction and sentenoe, and'the rest ' JE
ifi within a year. This event occured a little more than halflua*t ”L i i;
a century ago, yet the Government of the day showed much legs I ‘ 3

intransigence, in its treatment of this category of priaqner ihan’i ”
x.' the present Government seems prepared to do 54 years.1ater with black

politicians who hoVe even more justification to sesort t6-violence3
than the 191A robe s. This Government has pe'sistently‘spUrned"
our aspirations, suppressed our political organisations and f
imposed severe restrictions on known activists and fieid workerse

‘m’ " '

  

' O
‘ ' “ ., “,Ky ’« ;~

It has caused hardship and disruption of fomin liffi by' ; "'F n
throwinfl into prison hundredn of otherwise innocent peoplav '-f-““%F5m

 

Finally it has lmstntuted a reign of torror Uhprocqxdented in the n.w
history of the Country and cJosed all czannels of constibutiOnai-g _ ,
struggle. In such a situation resort to violence was $he ihevitobla V
alternative of freedom fighters who had the courage of their ' ”xj h d
convictions. No men 07 principle and integrity could'hévc;@one ,57 %
otherwise. To have folded arms would have been an act of surrenderyo
to a GoVernQfipt of minority rule and a betrayal of our cause.*y€w_dV
World history in general, and that ofnSouth Africa in particular, t

“ teaches that resort to violence may in'certnin cases be terféétiy ¢.,
‘5 \J/ legltlmate; Vg , $_V; 2’ x

L V
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In releasing the rebels soon after their convictionq theh
Botha—Smuts Government acknowledged this vital fact. We firmly Q‘ : .-;
believe that our zaxs case is no less different, and we acCordingl§ 7

, as” you to make this privilege available to us. As jndi nted above, 3
g" tL re were 322 casualties in the Rebellion. By way 0f contrast, we‘“
t draw attention to the fact that in committing acts of sabotage wev‘y‘

took special precautions to aviod loss of life, a fact which wasvyif .
; expresély acknowledged by both the trial Jud,e and the prosecution. f”

in tho Hcvonis Case. - ‘ +

An examination of the attached schedu1n shows thnt if we use
De Wet'o cnse as the standard, than every one of us ought to huVU

i boon released by now. Of the 25 pewsons those names are listed
therein, 8 are doing life imyrjs Lmeht, 10 are serving sentences

5 ranging from 10 to 20 years, and 5 between P and 10 years. ‘

}l ' Of those doing imprinonmvnt for life 7 have completed 4 years- .
10 months, and 1 him. doxm 4 yearn and 4 months. The man cvn'th‘the', 5;;
longest, rrentenne zumngum those z-;<:>:~vjn{j term 1,"f“fl'rc'l“’."l') 10 MM} 20:37?
is hilly hair who hhs already completed a i/A of his “entguce. U
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‘3‘ .

eJoe anbi, Samson Fadana and Andrew Masondo3 the first to be hJWD‘LNP ‘» convicted in this group have each oompleted 6,ycwrs of theirrespective sentences of 2, 8 and 13 years. The 11‘at man toibe,;; ‘ w-¢=isentenced in the same group were Jackson Fuzile and Johannee_D§ngaLa'é k'fwho received 12 and 7 years reupectively. Fuzile has completed‘e 1/4of the sentence whereas Dungala will have done-exactly half of his ~:«on 19th May 1969. Every one of those serving terms between 2‘and 10” 'years has at least completed a 1/4 of his sentence.

  

 

  

     

  

  

    
    

  

C: ‘a

L I

‘ § .7‘, ‘ Kn.¢;M

Our claim for release becomes even stronger when examined in S&H. arelation to the cases of Rohey Leibrendt, HoLm, Pioneer Strauss ' TiV'FVV «and others. Leibrandt, a hucional of Lho Union or South Afrieaj” , £,7j347arrived in the Union from Germany at e t;me when that Country waSVW‘;3‘at war with the Union. He then proceeded to set up a parawmilitary ‘Wunderground organisation with the purpose of overthrowing the x’Government and establishing in its place one modelled on that o:Nazi Germany. He was found guilty of high treason and sentenceqwtodeath, later commuted to imprisonment for life.'Holm, Pienaarngpd“:”LIStrauss were also imprisonment for high treason, it being aLlegédAj”that they collaborated with the chem ‘y in progecutjng the UH? L‘I x

againSt the Union and itg allies‘ 0n coming to POWer. heweverithe‘shgpresent Government released these and other prisoners sentencedéfor”~3”HQ, ‘ treason ang sabotage, notwithstanding the fact that-they had been' ‘pm'' ’arresfiEd in circumstances which made them appear to many Qeuth‘gfrieanm.fias traitore to thear Gun country. Annjn Ly Wny of cunfirflut} n9 firgw 9 ‘attention to the Yuan that unr activation were at aJl‘times.actuetedyhg~by tho noblest ideals that men can cherish, namely, the desifie to;?Serve our people in their just struggle to free th
Government founded on injustice and inequality.

. ‘
9

 

,r'

'y, =_v

emselves fromgaW ‘ ‘5'. _ >.V¢” , e

h; We further wish tOIremind you that in 1966 your predeteesbt3flggfi3 released Spike de Keller, Stephaney Kemp, Allan.Brooks and T .fianixixxtwhmeXXamxxxapyhurximxthzitaheénihixmaxaxehzrgexeixyehetigziQ 1,,rp‘,‘Knmpxxfixmnksxxhi True, all of whom originally appeared jeintly yikh;g,*_f\f5Edward Joseph Danieas (whose names apyear in the schedule)~oh a chefge.*“of Sabotage. Kemp, Brooks and True pleaded guilty to an alternati%e" . ‘charge, and a seperation of trial was ordered. The case egaihsafiengelsfi?kand De Keller proceeded on the main charge and on the 17thWEovemfiér71964they were found guilty and sentenced to 15 and 10 yeurs-respectifififlyg. wHKemp, Brooks and True were found guilty on the alternative-end' 'w , ,:VI‘D_sentenced 5, 4 and 4 years reSpeetively, onch of whivh nus partly" v,hk_ suspended. We are informed that Do Keller was ruleueed after he-héfl'w‘i” served approximatnveJy 2 years, or less, of his sentence of 10 years,. {whilst Kemp, Breaks and True were also released befOre they had cofii “h’“h,pleted their sentendes. " , ‘ ”
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We do not in any way begrudge those who were fortur __be released and who escape the hardship of hriuon life and are hupfiy”fibfiknow that they now lead a normal life. But we refer to iheir case fbr“the limited purpose of showing that our request is reeeonable, etd‘ufiee‘_h‘to stress that a Government is expected i0 hn‘auheinxoht fin jte pofi'fler‘ 'and to accozfl the ammo ergtmcflt Lo ite citinun~ "
..,-. V .-/‘e" : ‘ '..._; 7 V r
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There is one important difference betWeeu
De Wet and Leibrandt} They were released on]; 3
been crused and affier Germany had been conquered and Lhey we
threat to the safety of the State when igey were fireed.
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’ In our case, however, it may be argued that on: revolufii6E jg piafinedfi
for the future and that security considerations requ1re’tha€,webe~r'*
treated differently. Add to this fact tha t our convitions havé not?
changed and our dreams are still the same as théy were beforg’weWere
jailed; all of which wduld seem to confirm the opinion that our che ’
distinguishable from all the Previous ones. We feelsure,¢ho¥evar,frhéf
you will not be tempted to think along theSe l1nes, as suchan E~IH
argument wou.ld caxry sinister 1mplications. It wbuldméafi that 1fhue~
security considerations today require that we would bé kept1_in prlson‘
we would not be relecsed when we complete 6ur reqneotiveefitencfis u,;2¢
1f the pres~ent situation remains gnaltered; or if the- positigfiw¢r§6n1.1' “,
The plain truth is that the,racialésstrj1e and odnfliétthat flariauéfyfi
threatens the Countly today is'due solely to th6 shortsxghtédw*“
and. crimes committed by this Government.

  

  

 

gm . The only way to avért disaster is not to keep innocent;Mefi ingéaml 1
‘ but to abandon your prOvocative actionn and to pursue sane a H6fl115q16n6d

:11 EL polioiea. Whether or not evil atrife and blednhed ar6to ogcufiin ‘h -
* country rests entirely on the Government. The continu-ed shppaeahi6nt.

of ouraspirations and reliance o‘n' rule through ooercion ruufi”*-'
people more and more to violenCe. Neither you nor I canpred»

1‘ price the country will have to pay at the end of that Strif ~ 1
‘1 obvious solution is to release us and to holda roundtable bonfexanc

’ .to consider an amicable solution. » . -

  

to treat us as politicalpr1son6rs. l‘his means that weshouldm
' vided with good diet, proper clothing out—fit, bédafidwatt?”
papers, radios, bioscope better énd closer contact Wlfihour_

,and friends here and abrdad. 7

reading material that is not banned and towritebookafor°§hfilic61111
‘we would eXpect to be given the option to work asone des1reW 6nd 1111 ¢\
.decide the trvdes one would like to Jearn.~ln this connectig ,“waah#~'”*”
to point out that some ofthese prévileges were enjoyed both' ' -
1914 rebels as well as by Leibrgndt and[Cooleagues alLM“Iii;1.
treated as political privson6rs

 

The prison authorities attempt to anSser ourdemand forffgfipmen
as political prisoner by pointing out thatwe wéré convzctedb§tfig*
Courts for contravenilug the laws of tho Countzy, that wé ard;y

other criminals and, therefbre, cannot b6 treatod

' This‘is a spurious argument which 11165in the 1606o 2
On this view De wet, Hemp, N.?ari tz, Leibrandt and Others w¢r"”,1
criminals. Treason, sabotege, membelship 01 an1lioyalovrfi7‘”’

were all criminal oflcnces then as now. "by then weretkey1
ferently. It seems to us that the only djf:lorercu
is one of Colour. 1 1 1w ,1 “f

SorioEL differences of OpiniOh on u 3p(cj;ffic i'mLur
In.

umongsfi the snltes, and those who lost in tho cont6<t
those differences eventually found tltmselvc; behind baru.,
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av
V , ' ;-"\~ ‘ \.;10n.all other issues, especially on the Mugoraquestgcn‘ofi5é910§g‘V 5““both victor and vanquished were in agyeemwnt; The hdnflfét'haVfinthggfi',solved it was possible for the Government to adopt a gdhciliétqfiy " ‘attitude and to extend to the prisoners aLL sorts of fhdulgehdgstoday the position is altogether alfrerent. This timefitheflcfifiligpgucomes, not from white men, but mainly from black'pélitibififigpwhdf ‘disagree with the government on almost ’""v_everythihg;undefifith1victory of our cause mamas mamas means the end 0t yhitéfirul
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In this sitution the vaérnment;ihstitution of rehabilitation but Wnot to prepare us to lead a'réspectable and induétridus lifg fifibh ;;g Areleased, and to play our role as worthy members:of,ch$éty2fb#mffifiu‘”fi;‘punish and cripple us, so that we ébuld'nevergagain haV§§théffittéhgth «"3and courage to persue our ideals. This'is ourgpunishmentsfi t gpggfipg;_ ‘our voicea against the tyranny of culhur: Thifl is the trfie?§xfiléhdtibfor the bad treatment we receive in prison » pick and $hp¢axjy§g§ ,/continauaiy far the Just 5 years, a wretched diet,j ‘_.; ff”hfl “cultu-nl material and isolation from the,world,outm.‘ vfifie,gq;;,
prisioutf

18 the reason why privileges-normally availahle to othéVg: _ 'VJ
ape and crimes inflhlwgpgy vg”

fiegards the prigopyfiqt éé ,»as'afi.instrumentfofhpétributi.h‘
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including those convicted of murder, r
' nasty are withheld from political offenders. ‘ __W

 

   
. = . . We get no remission of sentence. Whilst thé ordinaiy'pfigs= Wis classified in C group on admission political offend§§3‘arghgut ,zin D which carries the least privileges, Those of qufihfigmapag”flf}0 3reach group A are denied privileges normhlly enjmygd”fi$ghntmiha£}, '”1n the same group. They are compelled to do pick and §h¢¥bfijfl {‘7are not allowed newspapers, radios, bioscope; contagfif?fl81t_groceries are given grudgingly. = ‘ ,gwg «'rftt”

51

  
.As already—indicated in the second yru parag§ahh3. _. V, we1application on behalf of all my 601108Eu98'0n the 151§“§“an§h.u hjails and I trust that any CORCGE‘SionS that may b?”5ran$”dkkiallb Vmade available to all without exceptian.- vf .u gfi‘ ‘rw;' f“

V. The Prgsons Act 1959 gives you the necessary power§7 _7&rgnt§athe relief we seek. Under its provisions you are fifititlbagth f“é>us on parole or probation; De Wet ard:others were relea§eaflgh3érw f. :mer method. In Conclusticn, we place on record thatEtfig years wghave spent on this Islantha 9 been difficult ahgx yéaréJ‘Almfiét?“Ievery one of us has had a full share in one way or anothér Q£¢th§fl"gu;hardships that face non-white prisoners. These.hardshipsafiaiggétftiwbeen the result of official indifference to Our‘problegs,f9thh@ him?. they Were due to plain peréecution. But things have-soggwhaijQSQBQ,we hope even better days will come. All that we wish té;éqa=isfitfiafifiwe trust that when you consider this application‘you wiliflbe§%n3nr”fithyt the ideas that inspire us; and the-QOAVictions thht'givg fq? j'.direction to our activities constitute the only solution to“tfie¥firdfi£of our country and are in accordauco with the nnlightehbd fig;of tho human family. ~~H: »f¥-
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Yours faithfullyg 147 «y
’Signed"N. Mandgiggflz3

. l 3 ‘ ‘

 


