A tough start
to Mawu talks

WAGE talks affecting more than 300 000 workers
in the biggest secondary industry got off to a
tough start this week.

s the Metal and Allied Workers Union
(Mawu) went to the negotiating table, it made a
scathing attack on the bosses and pohce for
attacking workers.

Mawf the biggest union in the metal sector's
industrial council, warned against police
involvement in the struggle for a livin A

It accused a Mr tha of the ysmith
a]}vecml branch of interfering in legitimate union

"Mbatha took it upon himself to tell Mawu staff
that their demand & a R4 per hour increase is
unreasonable," Mawu said in a speech to the
Industnal Council.

The union saw this as direct police involvement

in what is traditionally a battle between workers

and bosses.
"Such interference will only add to susplcmn of
collusnon between the police and bosses," said

'I‘he union's gcueral % Moses Mayekiso,
andseveralofnsshoE aresullm_pa:l

"Gun-wieldin cemen always come to our
meetings ... if the meeungs are not banned,"
union told the Industrial Council.

It also questioned the failure of the bosses'
organisation to comment on the massacre at

meni, near Howick, where two of the
union's shop stewards were murdered.

“In their generally successful attempt to
maintain increased profits, bosses have launched
an offensive against workers," Mawu told the
Industrial Council.
bo;g;—mm rationalisation mtge ﬂmy are the

main ns against

"The :nmm:;?roﬁts have been brought about
by ‘rationalisation’ and cost cutting."

"The bosses increase sales by forcing workers to
produce more, and this increase in sales must be
seen against falling empl nt in the industry.

"Let us not hide ind names such as

‘productivity’ and 'flexibility’. Job security,

eanungs and the quality of life suffer in the
process."
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Ridding ourselves of US sanctions

US POLICY towards SA does nob ex-
ist in a vacuum.

There is even an element of frivolous-
ness about US ]folic towards SA at the
moment, a self-indulgence as it applies
sanctions not because the situation is in-
tolerable or getting worse — at least it
was not when sanctions were initiated —
but because reform was not, in their
opinion, going fast enough.

these are the elements with which
we have to deal. The whole process is
complicated, uncertain and frustrating.
And yet, it seems to me that there is no
cause for despair.

What we need to do is to carry on try-
ing to solve our problems in SA, and to
continue to apply careful, sustained and
intelligent action to protecting our inter-
ests abroad.

The essentials of the situation haven’t
changed. Neither has the need for reso-
lute action on both, and I repeat both,
fronts. :

But none of this advice, however
worthwhile I may hope it is, answers
your most crucial question: What should
we do?

We can’t just rely on the US to change
its policies again or wait for some new
international crisis to shift attention
away from us. We must keep flexible,
seize opportunities, try to regain the ini-

tiative.
Far-fetched

Let me give an example of something
which we could at least consider when
the present election is out of the way.

It may sound a far-fetched thought,
and yet in many respects it merely en-
capsulates much enlightened thinking in
SA. In doing so, we would take advan-
tage of one fundamental mistake made
by those proposing sanctions.

We could, in fact, get rid of all the
sanctions at one stroke. Dramatically.
-Just like that.

And we could do so by taking the ini-
tiative to make reforms which we know
are necessary if we are ever to build a
peaceful, just and prosperous society.

The mistake our opponents made was
to lay down the conditions which would
end sanctions. For the first time, they

Durban yesterday.

THERE is a sure way for SA to get
rid of US sanctions — accept the
conditions the US has imposed for
their removal. This is an extract
from a speech by Washington di-
rector of the SA Foundation John _
Chettle to the foundation’s AGM in

® CHETTLE

put the goal posts in place, and they did
so without giving themselves any wrig-
gle-room.
They said sanctions would be
scrapped if we did five things:
O Repealed the state of emergency;
O Released ANC leader Nelson Mandela
and other political detainees;
O Scrapped the Group Areas Act and the
Population Registration Act;
O Unbanned the African National Con-
gress and other political parties;
OBegan good-faith negotiations with
black leaders for a new constitution.
Most of this is old hat. South Africans
have thought more deeply and profound-

ly about these points than anyone else,

and most would agree these steps are
important.

Indeed, if %ou examine those require-
ments item by item, tyc:m may well be
struck by how many of them are agreed
on even by senior members of govern-
ment.

President P W Botha himself has on
one occasion ended the state of emer-
gency and has said it is his objective to
end it altogether.

Botha has indicated a willingness to
release Mandela, on one occasion if he
were prepared to renounce violence, and
on another occasion in exchange for the
release of (Soviet dissidents) Andrei Sak-
harov, Anatoly Scharansky and (SA pris-
oner of war in Angola) Wynand du Toit.

A substantial number of Cabinet Min-
{sters probably support Mandela’s re-
ease.

\J —

A committee of the President’s Coun-
cil has recommended at least a partial
scrap;l)ing of the Group Areas Act, and
we all know areas in SA where it has
ceased to operate.

Important government members be-
lieve that, until the ANC is unbanned, it
will be impossible to bring about a
breach between the nationalists and
communist elements.

And who, in this audience, does not be-
lieve that good-faith negotiations with
black leaders about a new constitution
are imperative?

Note: we are not talking about major-
ity rule; we are talking about good-faith
negotiations. We are not talking about a
constitution which we are obliged to ac-
cept: at all times we will retain, as we
have now, the power to object to unac-
ceptable proposals.

here is absolutely nothing in this pro-
gramme we cannot do. Nothing, indeed,
that is not already supported, often at a
high level.

And what is attractive about this line
of action is that the removal of sanctions
is automatic. The action, in terms of the
(US) Comprehensive Anti-apartheid Act
of 1986, triggers the release.

There may be some latitude which
now accompanies the term “good-faith
negotiations”, but it is President Ronald
Reagan’s administration, which desper-
ately wanted to avoid sanctions in the
first place, which will judge the term.

Provided the negotiations are genu-
inely in good faith — and who of us
would want them to be other than in
good faith? — even the crippled Reagan

Administration would get rid of the
sanctions tomorrow.

It is hard to give you a sense of what
the reaction to that move would be. We
South Africans have become so accus-
tomed to bad news we find it difficult to
imagine the good.

But, I believe there would be so great
and so spontaneous an explosion of relief
and joy, not only in SA itself but around
the world, as would amaze mankind.

It would immediately enable SA to re-
gain nearly R2bn in exports to the US
alone. The EC and Japan would almost
certainly follow suit.

We would carry the attack into the
camp of our enemies. We would provide
so important a sign of our good faith that
it would be almost impossible politically
for our opl)onents to set new goal posts.

We could, indeed, do these thin -
equivocally, but with the proviso that, if
sanctions were not repealed, we re-
served the right to take whatever action
necessary to maintain a peaceful and or-
derly society. ;

Now, I do not want to pretend this is
the only thing we could do, but it is an
example of flexible thinking,

Crucial importance

And I believe that the efforts of the
private sector are likely to be of crucial
importance.

Don’t be overawed by the situation
elsewhere. Pursue your interests in the
US just like the Americans do.

The South African lobster industry

was reported to be still exporting to the
US, quite legally, by using a legal provi-
sion which says, in effect, the nationality
of a fish is the nationality of the ship
which catches it — whether that ship be
registered in Panama or Liberia or
Paraguay.

I know that this may sound self-serv-
ing, but I believe it may be the best ad-
vice I can give you.

And nothing would give me more sat-
isfaction than to see a dozen good, well-
informed, vigorous and motivated law
fi. ms representing South African inter-
ests in Washington. _

We could then begin to have a formi-
dable lobby.
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. ET in a quiet
spot in the beau-
tiful countryside

in KwaNdebele,

about 30 kilometres
out of Bronkhorst-
spruit is the Southern

African Theological

College for Indepen-

dent Churches.

The tranquil sur-
rounds provide an ideal
environment for the
study and contemplation
of.the scriptures.

* The college is headed

by, two leading lights of

the fledgling United

Christian Concilliation

Party (UCCP), which

was launched with much

controversy last year.

Among some of the
better known members
of the UCCP are Mr Ed-
ward Kunene, a former
mayor of Soweto, and
Mr Tamsanqa Linda,
former mayor of New
Brighton township in
Port Elizabeth.

Bishop Isaac Mo-
koena, who is president
of the UCCP, is rector
of the college and Dr
Evangel Sebastian Mal-
amb, the party’s public
relations man, is princi-

pal.

~ Boardroom

Pastor Petrus Baden-
horst, Bishop Mokoe-
na's private secretary, is
also the college’s admin-
istrative secretary.

Dr Malamb said the
college has an enrol-
ment of about 160.

We were welcomed to
the college’s administra-
tion block by the:
learned doctor, who
ushered us into a smart
boardroom where we
were later joined by
young Pastor Baden-
horst.

The boardroom’s
walls are adorned with
many of Bishop Mokoe-
na’s certificates, diplo-'

“mas, photographs and
other awards from dif-
ferent parts of the
world. :

Qhw;';lpx—l\l <l

Doctor
here,
doctor

there

and doctor
everywhere

By NAT
DISEKO

There is the honorary
degree of Doctor of Di-
vinity which he was
awarded by the Unu-
yang Academy of Korea

in 1982. One other

award, this one from the
Internatioal Society of
Preachers, proclaims
Bishop Mokoena to be
“A good teacher and

able instructor of the di-

vine mysteries”,
Dr Malamb made a
rather dramatic entry

into the room armed .

with a bulgmg folder
containing certificates,
diplomas and awards
that in sheer numbers

- made Bishop Mokoe-

na's display a mere trifle
in comparison.

The good doctor then
proceeded to spread out
his bounteous intellec-

“tual harvest on the

table.

Noticing the look of
mild astonishment on
my face the doctor said:
“My documents are very
clean. All these docu-
ments are genuine. [
know that some people
forge things.”

University

The World of Learn-
ing (Europa), which
comes out annually is an

authoritative reference

source, contains the
names of all the univer-
sities in the world and

* their addresses.

Its latest issue does
not list Pacific State
University, Los An-
geles, California where
Bishop Mokoena re-
ceived kis degree of
Doctor of Laws.

The World of Learn-
ing also does not list
Tenessee Christian Uni-

versity where Dr Mal-

| amb once registered to

study for a degree of

‘Bachelor of Sacred The-

ology by correspon-
dence.

With the stern bespec-
tacled visage of Bishop
Mokoena looking down
at the proceedings from
a. photograph on the
wall, Dr Malamb pulled
out a picture of himself
dressed in a bishop’s
vestments complete with
mitre and all.

From the look on his

face as he stood resplen-
dent in the raiments of
ep:scopa! office, the
gctor must have been
fifled with the spirit as
the banner behind him
exorted.

Said Dr Malamb: “I
am a qualified bishop. I
trained at the College of
Seminarians in Los An-
geles. But many people
don'tknowlam a
bishop because I don't
like todressupin
colour!yi robes.™

r Malamb, who
affec sthe air of a
shrinking violet, is not
averse to being ad-
dressed as doctor. It is
doctor here, doctor
there and doctor every-
where.

. He was awarded an
honorary doctorate of

divinity by the Universal-

Life Church Inc. of Cali-
fornia.

. .PRO

Dr MALAMB .
of United Christian
Concilliation Party.

PASTOR Badenhorst
.. Bishop Isaac Mokoe- -
na's personal secretary.

Through studying by
correspondence, Dr
Malamb also earned a.
certificate of achieve-
ment for Faith, Politics
and“"Government from
the Oral Roberts Uni-
versity in America.

Asked what it was like
for him, an Afrikaner
who comes from a con-
servative background,
to belong to a largely
black political party (the
UCCP is open to all
races), Pastor Baden-
horst said: “I am a real
black person. You could
call me a Tswana in a
white skin. I also speak
the language.

“I have been in Bo-
phuthatswana for more
than four years doing
some upliftment of soc-
cer (sic) and missionary
work. I stayed in Mabo-

i pane and I have been
well known. The people
there used to respect-
fully call me Bra Piet.




“For some time [ had
this kind of thinking that
the blacks Jjve a dirty
kind of Jife until I went
in for myse|f to look for
myself (sic).»

R lylL
Pastor ﬁ'édenhorst-
said he once- visited the
home of a piack friend
with whom he used to
work as a security guard
at a motor car plant in
Rosslyn, Pretoria, pi
“I nearly fell on my
You could ‘have
thought a white man
Stayed there. I fel¢ very
comfortable with blacks.
I nearly thought I was jn
‘wonderland,

“I'have also done mis-

sionary work among the .
Vendas and Shangaans.
I was very privileged to
work among my broth-
€rs and sisters,” Pastor
Badenhorst said,

He said he did not be-
lievé in apartheid. and
had realised over the
years what a mistake the
whites had made. He
said his family had dis.
owned him because of
his affinity for blacks.

The introduction to
the manifesto of the
UCCP, which hopes to
enter Parliament one
day, states:

“We are the party of
| moderation, liberty and
reconciliation. We pe.
' lieve that ajj people of
South Africa, as free, in-
dependent individuals,
hold the key to the fu-
ture. !
“We are committed to
the right to life, liberty
- and property through in-
dividual freedom. The
party is open to aJ|
South Africans who
 abide by religious values
regardless of creed or
‘colour.”

4
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“Scrap a

STAR —

or we’ll

The Star’s Africa News Service

WINDHOEK — One of the six
parties of Windhoek’s Transi-
tional Government has threa-
tened to withdraw from the ad-
ministration unless “institution-
gljsed apartheid” goes in Nami-

ia.

The South West African Na-
| tional Union (SWANU) partg-of

Health Minister Mr Moses Kat-
jiuongua said in the National
Assembly on Tuesday it would
lay down a time limit of one
year for its demands to be met.

And in another development,
1 the Christian Democratic Action
(CDA) party of veteran Owambo
politician Mr Peter Kalangula
has said it is prepared to join
the Transitional Government
and the Constitutional Council,
.provided the people of Owambo
are allowed to elect their lead-
ers in second-tier polls proposed
recently by South Africa.

. _Mr Katjiuongua made his
threat during a vote for finance
alocations for the second-tier
“ethnic” authorities.

5

Mr Peter Kalangula . . . yes
to Transitional Government.
support the system of second-
tier authorities as it was merely

apartheid in another form.
He warned that if the system
was not scrapped by the end of

the year his party would with-
.draw from the government. He

said SWANU wanted the com-
plete removal of apartheid and
was not willing to accept a
“patched-up system.

Mr Kalangula’s party said at

the opening session of the
Owambo Legislative Assembly
in Ondangwa on Tuesday that it
was willing to join the govern-
ment. /

Party spokesman Mr Werner |
Neef said the CDA was prepared
to take part in the second-tier
elections which were proposed

- last month by South Africa’s Ad-
ministrator-General in Wind-
hoek, Mr Louis Pienaar.

Mr Pienaar warned the Tran-
sitional Government then that
South Africa was ready to take
back power to facilitate such
polls. Pretoria was concerned,
said Mr Pienaar, that in the 18

~ months since its appointment,
the Transitional Government
had done little to involve the
majority of Namibia’s people in
the constitutional debate.
~ The call for second-tier elec-
tions has been welcomed by the
Baster administration and by
the Kavango authority, but has
- been rejected by the Tswanas.
~ Observers believe the Nation-
al Party-dominated White Leg-
islative Assembly will soon also

He said his party could not

call for polls.




Govt to be gnlled at congress
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anger
over

CAPE TOWN — Disgruntled local
government ofﬁcials will gather at a
congress here today demand

clarification on plans for the intro-
duction of Regional Services Coun-
cils (RSCs).

It is clear from of the position
Epers for the two-day United Munici 1

ecutive (UME) annual congress
delegates are unha ngkththewaythey
have been kept in the dark over govern-
ment plans, and over its apparent failure
to give attention to their views.

@ See Page 3

Some are also peeved at the decision
by President P W Botha to withdraw his
acceptance of an invitation to open the
congress. The reason given was the
5 of parliamentary duties” —
%uaratherthinmu
Par t is in recess.

The task of addressing a seemingl
hostile UME has been given wBotha‘Z

*Q_nstitutwnal guru, Constitutional Af-

lations between local and central gov-
ernment.

Many of the municipal officials have
strong misgivings over the extent of the
financial responsibilities Heunis is intent
on imposing on the RSCs:

In particular, there is considerable op-

siticn to proposals that these local au-

orities should be entirely responsible
for the capital and operating costs of
providing facilities such as schools, post
offices, police stations and railway sta-
tions.

The reasons for this opposition are:
[ Local authcrities woul required to
provide thecapital funds to establish
these authorities and possibly still be
subjected to State Treasury controls on
- a ital expenditure;

e orgamsatmn utilising the facilities

Local bodles

RSCs: local bodies

G\%W

CHRIS CAIRNCROSS |
falrs and Planning Minister Chris
Heunis

The RSCs’ proposed functions and re-
bilities, as well as other plans in
e constitutional pi for the “devo-
lution of powers”, be scrutinised
daybythepeoplewhowﬂl have to oper-
ate them.

About 50 delegates, seven
qs R
al
The 200 items to be dealt with are
heavil with issues connected
implementation.
WiththedateonwhlchtheRSCsare

information they have been given about
their future functions and responsibil-

e

11:ighes:it;ua(u'ia'nImsue\mrelysl:rﬂl!!mtlre-

@ To Page 2 E>

-
angry

provided, ie SA Transport Services, may
refuse to pay a rental sufficient to enable
a local authority to recover its expendi-
ture. Difficulties have already been ex-
perienced in this regard covering site
rentals for abattoirs and ambulance sta-
tions;

O1In the event of the asset no longer
being required by the organisation con-
cerned, the 1ocaf authority might well
have an asset which has little market
value, and on which an outstanding debt
exists;

O The ful! planning and design costs in-

curred b{ a local authority may not be
recoverable from the relevant State de-
partment.
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CAPE TOWN. — A
suspected African Nat-
ional Congress terror-
ist was shot dead and a
25-year-old woman is
being held- for ques-
tioning after the man
opened fire with an
AKA47 on police in New
Crossroads, near Cape
Town, yesterday.

Police confirmed that a
Black man, in his late
20’s, was shot dead in a
house at 8.20 am.

Police confiscated an
AK47, seven handgre-
nades, one limpet mine, a
9 mm Star pistol, a Rus-
sian-made Makarov pistol
and:-ammunition for the
AK47 and 9 mm bullets.

Four policemen went to
a house in Hill Crescent,
New Crossroads at about
8 am yesterday.. A 25-

year-old Black’ woman -

opened the door and said
nobody was home.

Police ~ entered ‘. the
dwelling and found a bed-
room door locked. They

forced open the door and

found a man lying on the
‘bed. They saw a bag and
found a pistol, after which
a struggle broke out be-
tween the man and
police.

The man grabbed an
AK47 "which was lying
under the bed and opened
fire, but before he could
fire inithe direction of the -

tout drama

men opened fire with a
shotgun and hit him in the
chest and side. He died
instantly.

Police suspect that the
man was connected. with
the shooting in which
three policemen were in-
jured on Monday.

.

Numerous rounds of
ammunition were confis-
cated, including armour
piercing bullets for the
AK47. Some of the shots
fired by the suspected ter-
rorist went through the
bedroom wall and lodged
in the wall of the lounge.
— Sapa.

police, one of the police-
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Blacks owe R160-m in rent, services

BLACK local

ities in the Transvaal g
were owed R160 million:

for rentals and service
fees up until the end of
January this year.
Speaking at a meeting
of more than 80 West
Rand Black local auth-
ority officials in Johan-
nesburg yesterday,
Transvaal  Provincial
Administration consti-

tutional

Mavuso said it was im-
perative that conditions
be created wherein
councillors may decide
on “reasonable and jus-
tified increases and
where residents may
pay their rent and ser-
vice fees in the normal
manner and without
fear of intimidation.

“Coun(:lls must re-

to supplement short-
falls,” the two Trans-
- vaal MEC:s said.

They told the meeting
that “firmer action will
have to be taken in fu-
ture to exact payment

from residents for
amounts due to local
authorities.

“In regard to finan-

Transvaal Provincial Administration MECs,

cial viability, Black local
authorities appear to
face serious difficulties
and a solution will have
to be found to provide
them with a sound econ-
omic basis,” Mr Grif-
fiths said.

The process of reform

and the government’s

acceptance of the prin-
ciple of devolution of
power were gaining mo-
mentum, the MECs

L.ocal government

will play a decisive role

in the creation of more
acceptable structures of
government, the two
men said.

The MECs dispelled

beliefs that the new re-
gional community ser-
vices were development
boards in disguise.
Equal opportunities for
all races exist within the

new provincial struc-
tures, they said.
“Councillors are ex-
pected to support priori-
ties in accordance with
the general wishes and
welfare of the communi-
ty and to avoid the
temptation of self-inter-
est and place the com-
munities’ needs before
party politics.”
Regional services
councils will provide an

excellent  opportunity
for inter-group co-oper-
ation and joint decision-
making, the councillors
were told.

The meeting of coun-
cillors was to have been
addressed by the Ad-
ministrator of  the
Transvaal, Mr Willem
Cruywagen, who was
prevented from doing so
by illness.

Mr JOHN MAVUSO (left) and Mr JOHN GRIF-
FITHS, addressed a meeting of West Rand

Black local aumorlly_eounclllors yesterday.
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Talks with ANC

‘not encouraged

DURBAN. — Mr Kurt
von Schirnding, South
Africa Foundation direc-
tor, said yesterday he saw
no purpose at this stage
for local businessmen to
press for negotiations

talks with the
African National Con-
gress.

At the official presenta-
tion as foundation direc-
tor in Durban yesterday,
Mr Von Schirnding, for-
mer South African Am-
bassador to the United
Nations, said business-
men last year made head-
lines and incurred govern-
ment displeasure when
they travelled to Lusaka

" for talks with the ANC.

Businessmen who talk-
ed to the ANC would not
do any harm, but his or-
ganisation would not en-
courage it at this stage.

He saw his new job just
as challenging as the one
he had held as ambassa-
dor to the United Na-
tions. :

Although that job
meant toeing the official
government party policy

>

line, he had faced ng
personal conflicts. No ho-

In his new role, Dr Von
Schirnding said he would
criticise the government
when necessary. Howev-
er, he said he would give
the government credit for
the reforms introduced
while he served as ambas-
sador for four years.

As director of the foun-
dation he said he would
try his utmost to convince
Western allies not to im-
pose sanctions on South
Africa.

Mr M R Christie will
serve as director-desig-
nate of the foundation in
Washington DC from
July 1., —Sapa.
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By
ANDREW THOMSON
IT WAS the hight of
folly for the West to
weaken South Africa’s
economy, the Presi-
dent of the South Afri-
ca Foundation, Dr
Fred du Plessis, told
the organisation’s an-
nual meeting in Dur-
ban last night.

He told delegates it
should be the founda-
tion’s single-minded ob-
jective to persuade West-
ern leaders that mutual
interest  dictated that
South Africa be re-ab-
sorbed into the Western
system.

Dr Du Plessis warned
that South Africa’s eight
neighbouring states
would not be able to feed

themselves in 10 years un-
less the South African
“economic engine” was
fueled by the West.

“The morality of the
sanctions campaign must
be questioned, and its hy-
pocrisy exposed,” he
said. “If the objective of
sanctions was to nudge
the South African Gov-
ernment closer to power

- sharing with Blacks, then

they have had the reverse

. 'effOCt.

“There can be no doubt
that a large number of im-
portant people around
the world have the uneasy
feeling that an awful mis-

: tgke has been made and

o
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economy

that something has been
set in motion that might
have  serious  conse-
quences for all con-
cerned.”

Turning to domestic is-
sues, Dr Du Plessis said
South Africans should not
“be blinkered to the fact
that the problems that
have so remorselessly
plagued South Africa for
the past two years are all
rooted in the political
power struggle going on
in our country.

“Clearly there is a need
for urgent and cour-

us action and for
statesmanship of the high-
est order.” :

Dr Du Plessis said the
foundation could not
agree with those who ad-
vocated a break with the
West because of interfer-
ence in the country’s
domestic affairs, even
though this had often
been  ‘“‘sanctimonious,
hypocritical and moti-
vated by self-interest”.

“A major objective of
South Africa’s enemies is
to isolate it,” he warned.
“We must not assist them
in the attainment of that
goal.”

The  Foundation’s
Washington director, Mr
John Chettle, told the
meeting that South Africa
had never faced a more
dangerous threat to its re-
lations with the United
States as it would face in
the next two years.

South Africa’s oppo-
nents had targeted so-
called loopholes in the
current sanctions legis-
lation, and were trying to
stop the export of uUs
technology to South Afri-
ca. In addition, they
wanted to further restrict
South African exports to
the US.

“They have already in-
troduced legislation to cut
off all trade, and are hop-
ing for some extreme ac-
tion on the part of the
South African Govern-
ment which would cause
revulsion in Congress.”

The answer, he said,

was for South African

businessmen to become
organised and lobby to
protect their interests.
There had never been a
political system SO re-

T S RS SNSRI |

sponsive to influence and

as that of the
US, or one where it was
easier to participate in the
legislative ~process, Of
even to overturn previous
decisions.

“We should use the sys-
tem to beat the system,”
he advised. “With fore-
sight, resources and skill,
further sanctions could be
defeated, and changes
made even to those sanc-
tions already adopted.”

The retiring director-
general of the Foundation,
Mr Peter Sorour, said
that world interest in
South Africa had been
heightened by the an-
nouncement of a general
election at the end of last .
year.

“Speculation about the
reasons and the likely ef-
fects of the election have

been rife overseas,” he .

said. “It has been criticis-
ed as unnecessary, as a
ploy to gain time, as a
sign of government inde-
cision and so forth.

“But most well-inform-
ed circles abroad also be-
lieve that the stagnant
cycle of internal politics in
South Africa can only be
broken if the National
Party gets a decisive man-
date in the election and
uses it to construct a basis
for serious negotiations
with Black leaders.

“There is, however,
speculation about how
the State President would
use a new mandate — to
breathe new life into his
reform programmes, or to
pursue his recent dictato-
rial methods with greater
favour.”

Mr Sorour said the
Foundation would be
compelled to criticise the
government ‘“if it was
seen to be putting party
before State, while con-
ceding the intractablc
problems with which it
has to wrestle”.

“We will also have to
confront the sanctioneers
and political ~ activiste
when they assault South
Africa in their various dc
structive ways and fo:
their often ulterior mo.
tives.” :
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Canadian Indians

cheer SA

PEGUIS RESERVE,
Manitoba. — South
Africa’s departing am-
bassador, who has com-
pared the treatment of
Canadian Indians with
apartheid, told a cheer-
ing crowd of 600 Indians
on Tuesday that his visit

government dismantle
its policy of racial segre-
gation.

Ambassador Glenn
Babb, who arrived by
helicopter amid tight se-
curity to visit the remote
Peguis Indian reserve
about 160 km north of
Winnipeg, said he ac-
cepted the invitation of
Chief Louis Stevenson
to see for himself how
Canada is dealing with
its aboriginal peoples.

“Let us face it, we are
dealing here not with a
local problem, we are
dealing with a global,
worldwide  problem,”
Mr Babb said in a 45-
minute speech punc-
tuated by applause and
the pounding of a drum
by seven native men at
his side.

“I had wanted to see
for myself so I could re-
port to my government
how strategies and poli-
cies work,” said Mr
Babb, who refrained
from direct criticism of
the Canadian Govern-
ment during his visit.

The ambassador,
scheduled to end his
L posting next month,
drew the wrath of Ca-
nadian Prime Minister
Brian Mulroney earlier
this year when he con-
demned Ottawa’s treat-
-ment of Indians.

Mr Babb wrote in
January’s Influence
magazine that Canada
heaped “gratuitous in-
sults” and “strident
defamation” on his

here would help his own

country while shameful-
ly neglecting its own
native peoples.

He said Canadians
denigrate Indians, ig-
nore their plight, stall
on pledges to allow
native self-government
and in the past have
even destroyed entire
Indian peoples.

Mr Babb’s remarks,
widely reported in Ca-
nada, were welcomed
by several spokesmen
for Canadian native or-
ganisations.

But Mr Mulroney an-
grily responded that
South Africa’s policy of
racial segregation can in
no way be compared
with Canada’s treat-
ment of its aboriginal
peoples.

“There is no compari-
son at all between the
difficulties of our ab-
original peoples and the
systemised system of
evil that exists in South
Africa,” the Prime Min-
ister said. “Any sugges-
tion to that effect is both
misleading and deeply
false.” :
~ Mr Mulroney made
the comments in late
January while travelling
to Zimbabwe to meet
with leaders of the
Frontline states to dis-
cuss South Africa’s poli-
cies.

The exchange led to
the invitation from
Chief Stevenson for Mr
Babb to visit the reserve
to inspect what Chief
Stevenson called intol-
erable living conditions.

Chief Stevenson ig-

nored criticism of the

visit, saying “I want to
cause a scandal because
the conditions my
people live under are
scandalous”.

He asked Mr Babb
for tens of millions of
rands in aid to improve
conditions on the re-
serve but was told by
the ambassador not to
expect much help from
South Africa.

Mr Babb’s visit,
which drew criticism
from other Canadian In-
dian leaders and anti-
apartheid groups, fol-
lowed an gttempt by the
South African Embassy

VOYy

to change the date to
avoid heavy media cov-
erage of the event.

— Sapa-Reuter.

South African Am-
bassador Mr GLENN
BABB talks with Pe-
guis Indian Chief
LOUIS STEVENSON
during a visit to their
reserve on Tuesday.
Chief Stevenson was
trying to highlight
the of Ca-

nada’s native people.
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