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Attenborough s New Film

‘Crv Freedom
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Is It Truth Or Propaganda?

"~ * By GENE, TAH'\IE

12 / Human Evems / JANUARY 23, 1988

In an interview with the Washington

Post aver his recent film ‘biography’’
of South African ‘‘black con-
sciousness’’ leader Steve Biko, director
Richard Attgnborough tells of his 1984
meeting with Winnie Mandela. Atten-
boraugh (ook the opporiunity to meet
wifh the wife of jailed  ANC leader
Nelson Mandcla witile in South Africa

for the premiere of his movie Gandhi.
The South African TV news account
mecting was  highly critical,
um-._mir!mg to, Attenborough told the
P , a ype « of {c}xe.r acler] assassina-
ch you can't im-

of the

dLIhL

Attenborough then goes on to relate
h.al the newscaster’s name was * Erf‘ek
Schwatt or something like that. We've
had fun with the name since — Freak
Fart and so forth.”

With this bit of toidy humor, Atten-
borough brings the current level of
debate over South Africa and upurthad
up 1o the third-grade level.

With his movie, Cry Freedom, he
brings it up to the fourth,

Which may explain why, the day |
went (o see the filim, a num ber n'. n.luml
buses were waiting outside the theater
to pick up a group of school children
who had just seen the film,

..-As Lwaiked up to purchase a ticket, a
“black child ualf-succ:e at’i .R:W“W hi

T

man

iSouth Afnca Porirayed’
In Stﬂdant Termsi“ i i
IJ\ 4 L84

Three hours fater, after welnb what
he had seen, ! could. well understand
such hostility. Intelling thestory of the
fife and -death of Steve Bike and his
friendship with white South. African
newspaper editor Donald Woods,
director Attenborough hds portrayed
South Africa in the mosi strident,
simplisti¢ terms possible.

All whites are either besotted, stupid
brutes or shielded liberal dolts. All
blacks, especially Biko, exist in a state
of grace bordering on sainthood.

Even the black newspaper, the
Sowetan, which takes its name from the
biack South African township of

Sowcto, called atiention to Atten-

borough’'s ham-handed dcpictions,
writing that ‘‘The South Africa in u;
Freedom is a place of cruel beauty and
one-sided - caricatures where zll
Afrikaners are vicious or unfeeling and
all blacks are noble victims.”’

Shortly after-Biko’s death in 1977 at
age 30, 2 death due to head injuries sus:

ained while being held in detention by
So th. African police,. over 2,000
members of the anti-apartheid Pro-
gressive Federal party prolested (the
death outside Johannesburg's City Hall
and ‘called for the ouster of Justice
Minister James Kruger and the repeal
of all internal security laws. Thes¢ pro-
lesters were white.

Mr Tarne is an A;.socfare Editor of HUMAN

EVENTS -who recently returned from a visit (o
South Africa. :
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Therd is simply ndvodm
Atienborough’s South mnca for such
whites—tha ngghuom\phtdu matters
“Thereis 111 le {Cr} Frecd,un‘ to Sub
5L~T the political w:"mmI in both white
and black LQ{"}H‘URI“@-" nase &lu"l fora
new direction for.the. country,” Lhe
rL\«;me foy-the, S‘mw tn polnu oL

“This is a mujor 1’ aw i the movie as a
political statement, since it will lcave its
viewers withodt dny idea ol the strong
commitmeni amang many whites,
Eaglish and Afrikaans-speaking, (o
finding a new -direetion’. Nor docs it
convey Lhe sharp and violent contict
between blacks."”

Only. w‘f.:h‘h (the him’s real hero
Donald 'Woods, excepted) who con
sider blw‘xa as sybhuman find a place
in this film. But then, this simplifying
[:,10[ cfmm.e may be Atienborough’s way
of drarpatizing a central tenet of Biko's
‘‘blagk ‘consciousness’’ thought -~
that-all ‘whites, even those looking for
a uay out of apartheid, share in a col-

almaost myci'a,al guilt for the in-
r;'s suffered by blacks under apart-

OL er snmphfwutmns amouni-
“ing ‘todistortions abound during
the course of Aftenborough's
would-be epic.

The dire gtor strips the Soweto riots
of 1976-77 = an ugly episode in Sou ,E
A frican history where police !.r(-d i
crowds ‘and upwards of 700 H"-‘.'J‘:il_\.f
school-aged children 10,& théir lives—
down .to- one - horrific eptsode of
»iol_c‘_nw.

‘< As hlack sc¢hool children carrying
signs :protesting the use of the
Afrikaans language in their schools

cenfront an all-white police brigade,
the police issue perfunctory warning
shots and then lurn their weapons on
the crowd. At the end of this gut-
wrenching s cquence, the smoke clears
and the screen is littered with the bodies
of hundreds of schoo! children.

But {he deaths that occurred during

the Soweto uprisings did not occur in
one apocalyptic massacre as depicted in
the movie. Rather, the unrest and the
-";e:‘-il:-s that resulted from- it occurred
over many months. Beginning in

Soweto in 1976 and spreading (o other
*parts of the country, the unrest did not
abate untl well into 1877

During this long period of unrest, the
protests went far beyond the mere sign-
carying u1gr., with all sides engaging
in violens There were incidents of
black-on- violence, as radical
black students — many of them in-
fluenged by “bisck cm’:&-.“;{‘au‘;r‘:tp_\‘.“
thought — tried to enforce a work stop-
page by forcelully keeping b!atk con-
tract workers lrom their JO}_‘ turn,
these workers, who could not afford 1o
forfeit their incomes, turned violently
against the students.

Whereas. the police responsible {or
the “‘massacre’’ depicted in the movie
are all white, many of those firing on
the crowds during the unrest of 10 years
ago were black. In n fact, a lar,ge portion

',v A

I10we¢e;, in

‘ol sSouth Africa’srpolice and armed

forces were and romain non-white,
All of this is in no way mecant {0 ¢X-

cuse the death toll during the uprisings.

But it raises suspicions as to the bold

statement, proclaimed onscreen, belore
the movie unfolds, that all the evenis
depicted are true and actually happen-
ed. Atenboreugh simply did not por-
tray the circumstances ol these tragic
deaths truthfully, as they sctuaily hap-
pened.

But this is not the cesalt of ig
noranee on Attenborough's part;
on the contrary, everything in this
movie has been clearly calcula(ed
by its director.

In the Post interview, responding (o

the observation that he has used “‘large:
than lifc imagery'’ to portray '‘South
Africa as a police state,”” Atienborough
replies, ‘1 think that’s inevitable. One
must reach the unknowing, the uncar-
ing, and even those who would ad-
vocate the furtherance of the present
regime. '’

Historic Events Must
Be Tailored and Reworked

Beneath the rhetorie, Attenborough
here all but admits that his movie is a
piece of political propasanda and, for it

10 work, it is ““inevitable’” that the his-

toric events on which the filin is based
be tailored and reworked to achieve iis
propagandistic ends. Indeed, uy othes
interviews, Attenborough himscll has

called the film an exercise in propa-
ganda,

But it is not merely propaganda
against apartheid — how many people
honestly, do you know who ait tvi
apalt‘aezd’? Even in South Africa today
there is an overwhelming conviction
among most whites that apartheid must
go and the government m ust find a way
1o bring blacks into the government o1
an equitable basis.

No, propaganda against
would be Justxth. even lama
the uneasy suspicion grows 111.4.1 A
borough is out for something more
{hat the director is hoping the
will leave the theater in {he bel
s?nar: South Africa is such a mon

“police state,”’ any means b
forced to use against
violence and terrorniss
fied

Towardbfha-’- end, not only must
whites be portrayed as uncom-
promisingly evil, blacks must be
secn s umumprummngh saintly.
This goal A(tenbmough A\.h'(-\l.ﬁ
in his punra\ai of *‘black co
sciousness’’ Ieader Steve Biko.
1n fact, when Biko first appears i;‘._

the 'mmie it is in a radiant enveigope Ol

light, a type of halo usu m.v re<c- ed for

the ICLEIO\H depiction of God and
saints, Under the ..nw'msmn e85, actor

Denzel Washington can do little but

portray Biko as the sy mbolic paradi grn

Atienborough needs (o carry the
~burden,.of the, films. mMESSAgE, , EYEr
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er collects books for South Africa, avoids pohtlcs

By Patsy ¥ Pressley

' OF THE SENTINEL STAFF

DAYTONA BEACH — Attorney CHff Gosney's pro-

-ject to collect Florida textbooks for South African

childreni has him hgh-stepping thraigh a
ninefield,

Gosney, In conjurction with U.S. Rep, Bill McCol
lu:n_ hag collecied about 4,000 books onated by the
Seminole County school distriet and & search ng for
more. The books, many of which are more than 10

nolttical

years old. are considered obsoclete by state officials

soon will be hraded for South Africe’s black

homelands.

I'he idea for the project sprang from Zulu Chief
Mangcsithu Buthelezi, a controversial figure be-
cause of his oppositien to U.S. frade sanctions. Buth-
etezl (pr(;rwuﬁot‘:l bosth-a-lei-zt) visited Central Flor-

1#a at Gosney’s request more than a year ago and ap-
pealed for books

Gosney said he expects questions sbout the obso-
lete boeks and his pditical connection:. But so far he
has steered clear of the explosive aspects and the
praoject rermnains on trick,

"It's an obsession but it's a magnificent obses-
sion,” the civil trial lawyer said. ""Thes> are the poor-
est of the poor, Not o1ly do mﬂy not have any books,

they don’t have any libraries

The books are houted 11 the basement of the Day-
tona Beach YWCA awaiting shipment to South Afri-
ca. Meanwhile, Gosrey, 59, has formed a fledgling
- group called Benevsience Through Education in
. 'Southern Africa to promote the booklift and other
p“u‘l:t is.

. Gosney stresses heis simply the booklift's coordi-

nator. The idea sprang from McCollum, a Republican
COn QZ,T:..;\ID.J(‘ from Altamonte Springs
During a reception for Buthelezi in November 1986
at state Rep. Alzo Reddick’s Orlando home, 2 & ques-
tion arose about what Floridians could de for blacks
iving 'mdsn apartheid, McCollum recalled.
P:!l’:s,r s answer was thal the students needed
South Africa spends
dent compared with $1437 for
6o one study.
lum cont: ! SeminoleTschool superinten
dent about using that district's old books. State law
required the Semincle school district to offer the
texis to every district in the state. Because there
were no takers, the books were headed for the gar
h‘u-’t’ :.."'I|
Nancy Haigh, Seminole’s coordinator of books and
media, sard the district was happy to cblige with the
prmt:(‘t. particularly if it required no cost to taxpay-
ers
But she questioned how much use South African
children will have for books that their American
counterparts noe ,nn,r'-; need even though South Afri-
can children are taught in English,
“You think yourself o’d*argm; made in just geog-
raphy in the last 10 to 15 years,” Haigh said.
Gosney’s answer is that organizers are picking
through texis searc hmg tor sociology, language,
math and spelling books with tmc-lesaa appeal. 'lhrj
gre removing bi)\ko on econamics, history and gov
‘ernment, wary of any political :-onnntaticns. :
For added ernphasis, Gosney has a letter from
Hl:*"x-lnz; that reads: “Cliff, there isn’t a single
[black] school who will NOT rs’od hooks."
B Jt Ken Eke, a Bethune-Cookman College profes-
sor of political science, questions the project’s ties to

capita ba

Buthelezi. Eke (pronounced tc'kﬂy} attended the Or--
lando reception and the two exchanged sharp words.

“Among the black leaders, he’s one of lh rse will-’
.ing to cooperate with the Sml:t‘w African regime, Most
black leaders are opposed to him,”” said Eke, who was
korn in Nigeria.

Buthelezi draws most of hiz politica} power from
his ancestral leadership of co i
(&ylus — one
Africa

intry’'s 6 mallion
of the largest ethnic groups in South

Eke said Buthelezi is popular among some whites
wno are gambling that Buthelezi will become a major
governmerit player if apartheid is dismantled.

Gosney said he is aware of the pitfails of his rela-

tionship with Buthelezi. He does not plan 1o let the
chief help distribute the books.

“As painful as it is to me, that'’s an option that
we re going to have to say no to. Chief Buthelezi may
net like it, but he'd understand,” Gosney said.

Gosney’s solution is to ..w'ni ute the books
through civic groups and private universities. He
added that Bethune-Cookmar black fraternities
and sorerities have agreed to help pack the books.

Gosney’s interest in Africa dates back to his early
travels, producing friendships with the former U8
ambassador to South Africa and Buthelezi. The Afri-
can continent also became the focus of Gosney’s mis-
sionary work because it was there th.zu he became a
E)O"Tl-ilgd.dl Christian. He said he plans to travel to
South Africa next month to set up distribution plans.

Despite the political pitfalls, Gosney is confident
the book program will thrive and spre -_.fi lnn, 1ghout
the state.

“"We're not supporting the government of South
Africa, nor are we opposing 1“9 government of South
Africa. We're only helping people,” he said,

s

MR LOSEY,SENTINEL
Gosney loads some of the 4,000 books he has
coliected to give to South African children
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placed on‘:f
events Iris) doé§ uth " Afri¢

Ihe Sou‘lh Africari-ﬁ

is it fair to assume that the ru'fi?:rf the

world is not getting a mllnplctu _

what'ls happoning? :
‘Answer; The world is, tget

- picture. South Afrlcans ;

- picture. ‘And T don't’ believg 1:11&

African government is gettmg 4"z ull

picture, because reliance on*

alyays impoverishes the m!ormgt;

te everyone, including gqvemmegts

Q: Doas this mean ihat'tha- main_

thing we're not hearing about is the

violence, o «re thare broader political
evants or tra are unreported?
A: I would & i) ain damage is done |

to underStinding of . unrestibecause the
[St.a ¢ of)
the guestion of viclence and unrest. There
are oiuep inbibiting statutes and
arrcngements which concern' reporting on
were there hefore the emergency.

3. Wha

haj °d .8 aresult of

sour publishing your. interview with”)

liver Tambo, head of the African
i ational Congrass?
At I published his views and was arrested

and charged in court. It happened in 1985 at-.
a time when a lot of business, academic and '

other interests had been dlscussmg matters
with the ANC..1f struck me as rather
nnusual that South Africans were not given
ac. 55 to the ANC's views because we have

laws “hich restrict reporting of statements
deencd by = government to be subversive
or about ubversive organizations. So I
decidaqd | he public had the right to -
know in Dliver Tambo's mind. It

Was a scro.. offense, because it is
punishable by a prison term of up to three
years, ] h

Q: This Was under the security la\n?

A: Under, the Internal Security Act,’
which uséd ‘1o be called the Suppression of
Communism Act But I don't think - the

government wanted to have a case which

- Sunm‘i, 1988

aren'| 'g“'iﬁngg: ”;

emergency is desigied to address | |

matters, but those are a constant and |

1;‘*

oro you. Ilrad lrom your iob’
ithe Capes Times?™ %““‘ww g

2 wm«'ﬁ
“i’i’o‘ditor“

B, A..I'd been editor for. 16 years, which is a

long tune -and the company said they want-
eda’ cha.nge. Iwm polltlcally controversigl !
because X ha conﬂict with the Ia'azs 1
of South Afrlci er publication of various
thmgs The c]mm ‘was made that my dis- |
11 _'cal{ move, but I don’t

._i EATEATS n -" i OWlEdge l;)f What_
_.,Pﬁ%?Pg%ﬂa quﬁ'a;’?e- led rooms" I just |

FR4-Z2S94-7

1Thel;

mg.o ve-ip :

supshot ithe . goveriment tgrally
with gv- th_ charges after e:gh menths
fandethienTp "‘edéagam*st . cofpanyst
ithat!.ownedat 5papqr* ¢Times fMedia* Ltd.«
4ARd; since’you" can bg ‘%@nyﬁhea
0y pal gfme fig ub: $150: %

v prq tygcheap!y!pri

| ~EaRsp 'f}fﬂ't»“ie% h p']aced me ‘and sald it

i Gte Bappy with thal.
f ,#hﬁd F‘J“‘i ‘u:‘_

|
| by
|[ oy Do‘;you thlnk *yaur‘pap;o{“waa :
presaurgd hy -Ahe“government
| “irid:of yor 4 w};‘iabam m‘iém“ g qf__,
) 35.;1)0?“1“
i ?tt dlﬁ fﬁms

"boo!( titled The.
Sofur{c do ﬁbad 8°so-called South
A

_@’ _f{ica solution’ i whnch the country -

L oul befdwided into self-governing
ocgaraIIOnn with a rather wesk central
i gonrnmant to handis !onlgu affairs

¢ and & fow other things. It Included a’
A conotltuhnn gusraniesing everybody's
: rlghlz as the way to avold the
. disasters that have happenad in many

black-ruled African states while

answaetring the problem of the denial of

pol!llc:al rights to the black majority. is

iis a realistic posaibllity Ior Snuih;_;-.,

Africa?

.‘A: I think that 20 or 30 years agu lt would 3
“‘4'.: been more reslistic. Now the conflicl i3

bas gone so far that it's very difficult to sel] " e

to black South Africans -- eertain!y to

,;. «blacks? ...

Sa4=2

black nationalist South Africans —
anythiog other than what effectively
amounts to equal rights on a scale that
could involve quite a lot of centralization. I

.Aundersland sthat the.main reason for this |

" ided of cantons is really to’try to allay” |
" whité fear¥, In that having Iots of cantons in

which blacks predominate would not be as |

thy catening as a umtary state dominated by . |

|
I
i
|

‘blacks, but I think it is going to be very |

" diffi cuit to do deals af that dlvnde-and-m::
nature
Qe lr li raa!isllc to expef
majority of wl-itas in South Afri
to surrender power mllmg!y {0/ the
black majority?

A: It's not realistic to expect’ themn to do
that with any enthusiasm. But it might be
realistic to expect that when the black

realize they can’t win through force of arms

" in the short nn; and ‘whites realize” “they
can't win in the long run, there ¢an be an
accommodauqn between whites and blan :“

Q Whal shapol,mlght talu
\accommodahon take? .

- A: The oily’ basis otx whlch to’ v,alk
-black: South Afmans is, equal nghts In a
... constitutional structire Which® provides =
< [RUCH, sgu,nty for whites as possible, bu

. Dot in a* form éﬂuch woqu dm::wn
ﬁ ggg?n;ande ng ﬂun m $Uch a"Way" 42
_black inﬂug?ﬁe js sinat °d The

!"1

i Egme, in town 6" 0 bla
i ‘Alrica i

m!»!“f Bdthel--:.-.. whoi :
people as 2 m. of

l-v.
v b} 3
Tom, Whi

4 \i

_ ’1‘ eventuallywdl hav to come around to'{L o~
o View, Thay have.n't yet It might taks
years,’

E \ s ",_
Q-"t':ouldn L. you u r&ami
autonomou; araashwm. wer;b.‘f
F alectipg a central’ gan}rnma- tgn‘: ose
"authoﬂty Would be yery atricl hm tod
"by a conetiiutlon ‘which? nuamnta
jhe,tl;l,qnis of. everybody,afm pravan €

‘\dominahon by. aslmr ‘whites.

. g .' £ 4 (8
s AV there were no re!ereuce to race iu
the conshtutmn andif lg were done in 2
qmck\deai that they.for = 7 gow;: jﬁu conl!
get “a: \hlgh dqg«- : {*entraluailo

,»Fortuna‘telynfor Lyuth Afucans the

#ropabmt e e et Serer ; .

Vi, :

“Tblack. 'fpatna:ci,s aré -still aroind,” The

Ieade'smp of the. Mrican Natlonal i
;s in the hands of peoplq,like Oliyer- |

-'-'znd in a sense, Nelson' ‘dar de:la elderly"
gentiemen whose political views were
formed in the '30s and '40s. If a deal can be
struck with them qmckly I bche'P rhev
would be much more mind i} of white foars
than, for instapce, =i ' hl -"'r\.:]]c:
with the next gene.

gress
ambo

Q: You f srg”
savaral i - r FOU PO ly
VIOR® [oare T



i
b

Fr= b

=

|
|

g |

‘282 11032 8804

CLIFF. GOSNEY ,PA

FO4-254-7592 F

P

" “By Wiy St

TOKYO—AS anti-apartheid activists in
the U.S. Congress threaten to punish coun-
tries still trading with South Africa, J apan
can serve as a catalyst for true reform
there by sticking to the principles of free
trade. Japan, South Africa‘s main trading
partner, should take the lead in seeing that
reform there is advanced by opening up
the market and demonstrating to blacks

that apartheid and not capitalism is thelr

ultimate enemy. '

Japan became South Africa’s largest
tradlng partner last year, with two-way
trade of $4.27 billion, up from $3.59 billion
in 198, Japanese products enjoy a high
noofile in South Afrlea, with Toyota, Nis-

i and Mazda accounting for nearly half
‘e auto market, and brand names such as
Sony, Seikv and Nikon baving hecome
status symbols.

The increase in trade is bringing un-
wanted attention from abroad, and For-
elgn Minister Sosuke Uno has called for
voluntary restraints. Yesterday, Shoichiro
Toyoda, presicent of Toyota Motor Co. and
head of th2 Japan Auto Manufacturers As-
sociation, said Japanese auto makers will
voluntarily cuch exports to South Africa,
Japan aiready has some restrictions on
trade with South Africa. Direct invest
ment, for ¢xample, has long been outlawed
and commerclal loans are restricted. In
1985, Japan banned exports of computers
to South Alrican security forces, and a
year lafer lmports of South African iron
and steel were forbidden.

Yet the fallure of these measures, as
vell a5 the more drastic approaches taken
by o'her nations (sanctions have resulted
n only a marginal slowing of the South
African economy), has led to a reappraisal
ol poficy. It 1s now more widely accepted
in soine policy circles that pations can con-
tinue to (rade with South Africa while at
the same tlme actively aid the cause of
black rights. Although this proposition
might be h=rd to sell to a Democratie-con-
trolled Congress in Washington, it is in the
best interests of both Japan and reform-
minded South Africans.

This becames more clear when the two
hasic alternatives for South Africa's future

are consldered. The first is an open society-

_Japan Is Right on South

-based on democratic foundatiors and in-

corporating Western norms of individual
[reedoms, a free-market economy, open
electlons and a just legal system. The sec-
ond—which seems more likely if punitive
sanctions are pursued—is a society struc-
lured on neo-Marxlst principles. The fea-
tures of this latter South Africa would in-
clude a totalitarian political system and an
ecanomic policy tending toward wealth re-
distributlon rather than wealth creation,
Assuming that the first alternative is the
more desirable, the immediate challenge
facing policy makers in Japan and the
West should be to figure out how best to
push for reforms that benefit the black ma-
jority.

The open-society alternative cannot be
achieved without hlgh and sustalnable eco-
nomic growth rates—rates that must be
sufficlently Figh to demonstrate to South
African blacks tn a tangible way that a
free economy benefits themn, Without the
foreign capital supplied by nations such zs
Japan, leading anti-apartheid South Afri-
can economists agree that the economy
Cannol grow a. more than 3% a year, a
rate that would fali far short of the devel-
opment requirements of South Africa's di-
verse and exploding nonwhite population.
(More than half the black population is un-
der age 16. Without [orelgn capital, real
growth rates are sure to be inadequate to
absorh the 250,000 new black job seekers
coming onto the market each year,)

If Japan and the rest of the industrial-
ized world are sincere in their stated intent
ta help South Afrlca plot a peaceful course
into the future, then they must stop isolat-
ing an economy where real gross domestic
fixed income has fallen 8.2% in real terms
in the past five years. South Africa's re-
form-minded white leaders are crying out
for foreign credit, forelgn investment angd
a removal of the threat of sanctlons. Al-
though ecomomic growth Is most cruelal
for the black majority, in the long 1un the
Wwhite minority’s own freedoms also depend
on South Africa's economic survival.

The potential for Japanese lead: Siip
in this arca should not be underestimated.
Now that the U.S. and Europe have largely
pulled out of South Africa, Japan through
its business presence can show the value
of a market-oriented approach to politica)

@D.‘m}tﬁnwiﬁﬁ of
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Africa

reform. The altei‘na:jve is to feed th a
mentality of white South Africans ¢ 4 al
low them to close off their counirv 4 the

kind of outside influences that have | iped
further the reform process thus fa:

Punitive sanctions are intended 1o send
4 signal to Pretoriz, but South A cans
sadly fest that Pretoria turned off re-
celving equipment long ago. But th. lie-
tening equipment probably would be  ned
in very quickly were talk to begin ¢! et
ting into South Africa_rather than gei ing i
out.

Mr. Stern, a Tokyo-based ce TTES;
dent, recently finished a six-mont r>
ing stint with Rusiness Day in Johon
burg, where he was arrested by tie 8
African yovernment for a vielatic. o |
State of Emergency press regulai v,

THE WALL STREET JOUR

Waerren H. Phillips E:
Chairman, Chief Executive

Peter R. Kann
Execulive Vice Fresudent/Associate Public) o

Norman Pearlatine Robert L, Dart
Managing Editor Tl
Stewar! Pinkerton
Deputy Managing Rditor
Puul E, Stelger

Deputy Managing Editor
Frank C, Breese 111
Vice Presideni/
Operationys

¥~

e S

™m

-

i

A
fq § /8
r 8l

& TEEM

George 1 llo
Degpury | i
Editoria F
'Beroard T. Flax g
Vice Prézident/Mark. 1
- Dorothea Coceoli P2 sh.
Vice President/Cire !

Published since 1888 by

DOW JONES & COMPANY, INC.
Fdltorial and Corporate Headquarters:
200 Liberty Street, New York, N.Y, 10231,
Telephone (212) 416.2000

W

Wharren H. Phillips, Cheirnan; Ray Shaw,
President; William L. Dwan. Peter R, Kann,
Execulive Vice Presidents; Kenneth L. Burenga,
James H, Ottaway Jr,, Senior Vice Presicants.

Vice Presidents: Frank C, Breesza 111, Operations
Donald L. Miller, Employee Relatinrs, Kevin J R che,
Finance; Pater G. Skinner, Corporate (Gen 2ra? Counse!-
Storling E. Soderlind, Plonning; Cark M. Valenti,
Infurmation Services

Assoclaie Editors: Edward R. Cony, Lavrence G
O'Dunnell.

SUBSCRICTIONS AND ADDRESE CHANGES
shauld by sent ta The Wall Strees Journal, 200 Bupgert
Read, Chicvpee, Mass, 01020, gving old and pew
address. For subseription rales se= Foga 2.

W



P .

SOSHEY , Pes

=

CLIFE

8848

15

Chng Rosm Stasina Wignslov

Uomplinents of

@ liff Gosiey

23 )oa] 9% -

Bravmg prison for a principle

S. Amcan resister rejects Army role in townships |

By Lynda Schutm
Staft vmm of The Christian Science Monior

Cape Town
T first, the prospect of prison
temﬂed Ivan Toms,

ofthem\ghLBymw the specter of '

imprisonment has hovered overhimso
long that he 18 alrost used to the idea.

“You can never really prepare yourself

. for something like this,” says Dr.

Toms. “After all, what do middle-class
whites know of jail in South Africa?”
‘He has good reason to wonder. For

-

ightmamsdc-gged him, and he :
wcm.ld awaken screaming in the middle

“Toms - a 3b-year-old physician who

.Served two years in the South African

Defense Force (SADF) as an officer -

probably will be convicted next month - b i
. for refusing to fulfill his remaining two  §
years, He cannot, he says, serve inan

Army that occupies black townships
and defends apartheid, the white gov-

emment’s segregationist policies.

Toms's case is significant in that he
is the first to be tried under a tough
new law that could put him away for
up to three years, {Although about a
score of other South Africans have

Pleasa sae TOMS back page .

€t you become
involved, thers is a
cost.But...itis a
small price to pay’ b |

- van Toms
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 FROM PAGE ONE.

TOMS ' home, he says. His father was a
fm'fmt b ST o -municipal water-ieter reader; .
FZEETRE FE!""‘ | %hisifuother taught piano:Toms -
been mmcted in the past’ im:f Ly «aoqmred two passions: rughy
omeetmgtnrmhtarysemoe, science. “I was a riormal
they were given only one-year k}d “h he explams in 2 voice that
jail terms or fined.) He is part of _ rasps like crushed gravel.
a smail but noisy group calléds <73 “Growing up as a white South
the End Conscription Cam]mg:n *African then, you-hardly were
(ECC) that is trying to raise the aware of apaz‘chel i
collective consciousness of - Although he gradual]y be-
whites to’ prmg,u;}e the.govern-- ' came nﬁnre politicized, his years
ment £o provide alternatives *'or niversity of Ca
oonscxennous objectors G deE aI_TQ_ 2
ool Bt al ] -',‘tf.“'_iut.'ll “more b
Ammoindicalm ! T{ian than a politic
Hls ‘case also is important for “"Then came his internship i in
bemg a mlaﬁvehr raremstame “1977 at Kimberley Hospital in
of white’ rad:cahsm“'wmle the’ " riorthern Cape Province, where
experiences that led to'his disil’ i Tems worked and socialized
lusionment are Sormon tg
South’ African fiberals;'the'simi-"*mixed-race) professionals. It
laritiea Stop there’M gsf : <%was ‘a huge revelation, he says.
tled ‘whites either leave theU119b70w WFor the first time in my life, I

nm&‘j%ﬂade 10 Ho's sadelmes"’" went to someone’s homie in'a col-' £%

homﬁ'g‘fdf’&mnge.‘lbm s‘jalewn ‘'ored township,”" Toms rememn-
toAight 10 bers.“Before, my ordreonw.ct

quiences.” Hwith nonwhites had been gar- -
erym\el'mﬂ&“deners or servants ¥ sud '

“ghndy g, medicore were marked

‘m&my’abwﬂ:h black Indian, and Celored -

doubts about the Army.
. 8o serious were those doubts

.~ that he contacted the family in

the United States that had

housed him as an exchange high-.. -

school student to find out about
. That fell through.
He booked a flight {0 London,
but canceled the day before his
call-up. He even considered go-
ing to prison, “bur I was too
young, too scared,” he recalls.
- Instead, Toms was inducted into

‘the SADF in January 1978.

" The experience left him more
disillusioned. He served first at a
hospital in Ciskei, a black home-

' “Iand, then in Namibia (South-. .

“West Africa). There, even -
- though he was g.rmt,ed AON-CON-
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rubber bullets, buckshaot, and po-
lice dogs used against residents
were the final straws. In 1883,
he went public with his intent
never again to wear the SADF
uniform. After a number of call-
ups that ultimately were can-
celed, Toms finally had to report
last Nov. 12, Which he did, with-
out uniform, and promptly was
arrested by military police.

An ineviiable path
¥or Toms, this outcome was
inevitable. “The time in Cross-

‘roads only confirmed my feel-
ings about the viciousness of

..apartheid. To see the killings,
‘the injuries, the inhumanity. I

never eould be a party to such

batant status — which exerapted”  things.”

hxmfmmcammgagun Toms,
‘8ays he sensed resentment and

hosuhtyfromlocalblacm

© “It doesn’t matter if you clont
" carry a gun,” he contends, “t.hat
mufmm1dent1ﬂesyouaspmtof
* the ‘system: Other soldiers didn’t .

‘were a5 - mad 1 felt very alone.”,

- ‘than” me'”

-|;.|Tg,!“ il e L

ﬁunmllulm

‘:J‘I
P

'Ibmsleft‘l:heﬁrm&'afterhls

i two-year stint, determined to do
#work that would not be per-

foreesin ‘Aﬁgolaandlehst‘iﬁa Gl Thatwastheumungpmnt:' 'oe:vedasazdmg“thesystem

jfommNgnubm(SouthWétm ’{brmstoppedvoungmeled:ons
 Africa); Toms'is a'traitor"Alld t* “because his nonwhite'friends
 denio disapproval,T " were’denied the vote under
sdotne Kave slashed his'car €reés fires{s ®gpartheid, He attended the
diimpad*pig rriureon’ his¥ront Righly charged furieral of 3’
ne ¢alls}29n %fipolice detention; and was in-
S DY S i3 arit sab -39t bize- oy ‘spired by the anger of the town-
,&owlng N‘HII
"There is htl:le in the back-** his first call-up ~'a two-year™"
ground of r.h:s stocky; w
man 'th

ties hardly' were

‘afS v overllz yea.rs he had senous
Hiy “i‘J(!'J 48”1‘ 2l M

T nmeels .‘3‘).'; d Ao

7 G 1 Soighipg, hesays,Bythenmehegot'

"stint required of all white males
& maverick: *P'oh3 1 followed by 720 days of service -

Hesetups.clmcouts:ﬂe(:ape 150
- ‘Town in Crossroads, & teerming

black squatter camp of corru-

- - gated iron shacks and tents. I-bx.f
““severalyearsCmasmaﬁ:Eha.s
‘porch, and made dozefis ol Vot 23iiblack friend who died while in

been the scene of vicious fight-
'ing among police, remqlmts and

' 'dlﬂ'erent black groups over re-
peated government attempts to ..
: relocat,e the squatters. '

' Eventually, the Army. moved

-'in and occupied, among other |,

Toms says | he wants o pres-

"sure the government to provide

. alternatives for moral objectors.
He believes, for instance, the
‘years he has been in Crossroads
should count as having “served”
his country. Currently, only

= uriderstand. ’Theyttmug]ﬂ;lwas tmsewhoambot.hreng;msob-

‘and universal pacifists
qua,hfy for alternative '
“service.Everyone else either
leava the country - or faces
! prison...

Although Toms and the ECC
claim 2 groundswe]l of support
among ‘whites, it is difficult to
measure. The government does
" not release figures en how many
_recruits fail to report for call-
ups, and no.one else has accurate
" nurabers. In perhaps the most
.. visible act of suppert, 22 other
" young men joined Toms last Au-
gust by publicly vowing not to
. respond to their call-up notices.

The government obviously

takes a dim view of all this. A
Defense Ministry spokesman de-
clines to talk about Terns's case,
saying only that “it's the duty of
the government to maintain law
and order. Even if the method is
perceived as harsh, its citizens
must follow the course. You
can't start making exceptions in
a country that's in a state of
revolutionary assault.”

Preparing for life n 2 cell
Toms's trial is set for Feb, 28.
The best he hopes for, he says, i
a minimum jail sentence of 18
months. (The law allews for sen-
tences of up to one-and-a-half
times the time owed the mili-
tary, or a maximum of six years
for those who have never
served.) If convicted — “and I
will be,” he says with a grin,
“because I'm guilty"” — he prob-
ably will be condined to Poll-
smocr Prison. There, ke would
be allowed two 30-minute visits
and could write and receive two

500-word letters every month,

In the meantime, he is trying
to prepare himself by pract:mng
yoga, praying, meditating, and
puttering around his 90-year-old
Victorian house. I.ook, 1 love
my life, I don’t want to go to
jail,” he says, watching the late
afternoon sun play across his
living room wall. “But the thing
about South Africa is either you
live a comfortable, cushy life
like most whites, or you become
involved.”

He stops for a moment and
jooks down at his hands. “And if
you become involved, there is a
cost,” he adds. “But in the end, 1
think it is a small price to pay.”

thmgs Tnmssc]mc He saysthe .
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Jackson, Robertson: keeping the South Africa issue alive

FRTIS T e ‘* ‘\»\“«“‘* e
By Kurt. M Campbell

e e

T s o I o

Jthe American nesgsitiedia

eforic

$0T:

toward that embattled:land 3mong

i) >*&nmlmﬁm"!ﬂn’?ffz

of whatever:stripe, express thieir.
rence? over:apartheid (IR

Yet, all but two of the contenders ap-

" view towm’dwenmal ‘power-sharing.

- Albert:Gore hopes. to. make important ;
R R T S T mmtmmm Jackson's hlack
T¥:IVEN the focus on South Africa in'i - supporters in the Sotith, and he might be

lia'during __ expected toitake  tougher stand against
re.has been £-South Africa than some of his contenders. . -

-

1t is perhaps fair:to'say that Sach of the
ng > ticated position on -apartheid_ singe the
them, -, dramatic events of 1985, when South Af-
abhor:itica‘appeared 1o be on the verge of a __
g;;’ ‘%,.‘:-.__I- G : e PR bt Jarze s wi

Jackson wants much stronger sanctions
as part of a comprehensive policy. He will
strive to keep the issue alive during the
primaries. For now, however, the rest of
the pack have been generally content to
conidemn apartheid and move on. :

On the Republican side, the South Afri-
© can issue is the subject of more divergent
views. Robert Dole and George Bush say
they support the President’s 1986 pack-
age of economic sanctions but think this is

pear content to leave the contentiops and .- . The two candidates, with diametrically opposed visions of

complex issue of what to do abott South

Africa on the back burner. Interestingly

enough, it is Jesse Jackson and Pat Rob-

ertson, the two religious candidates, ‘who

express diametrically opposed visions'of "
politicized Christianity, that’have spoken "

out most vociferously about South Africa.
Where do they stand on the issue?
On thé’Dein
sensus among the ruriers’that'stronger
US action is necy

mental” refornis in”South” Africa > Many,

sive round of ‘punitive Sanctions; specifl-
cally-designed

atic side; therd'is' con-
4 to..a-f- -.._..? 5 :"

ed {0 press- thie White rather ** South

‘politicized Christianity, have been vocHerous about South Africa.

domestic cataclysm. With the security
forces back in control and ultimate
change on hold, most Democrats have
been left to ponder how best to formulate
" policy in a distant region where US power
and inflience are seriously constrained.
" Jackson, on the other hand, has waged
a nearly oné-man campaign to keep South

In virtually- every foreign-policy state-
_ment or speech, he proclaims the need for
“a much more’ assertive stance against
Africa. Jackson has supported the

than black S8ith ‘Africaiis. Others 'Nave'>lise of ' United Natioris forces to wrest

expressed 'sonfie ‘concern’ thatUS Policy”
m.td& .m{}_i"é‘“ | ! ;!‘- IS'!]ﬁ'l'lply‘ : .—.»: 6113, ] ;
and that Washingtonshould“move‘to’act’

Pretoriz and the black

UMMz et RIn bt LsRoogeT

r

- Namibiz away from South Africa. He has

“*also met 'many, times with African Na-

,'Washington"stiould“move" - “tional’ Congress’ léadérs ‘and- referred to-
as 'a 'diplomatic ‘intermediary ‘between*-them as South Africa’s “true” representa-

oppositictiCHith'a  tives. Like other Democratic candidates,

reforms in”So rica”Many,' Africa at the top of thé campaign agenda.”
including’ Michael-Dukalds ‘and’ Paul"Si-
mon, favor'another'afd nibre'comprehen- -

§

enough for now. Both speak of working
“constructively” and “behind the scenes”
to achieve progress toward racial equal-
ity. Jack Kemp, perhaps the only Republi-
can who has openly sought to appeal to
black voiers, has taken a very hard. line
against Pretoria. But each of the candi-
‘dates has expressed some reservations
. about the wisdom and long-term effects
. of sanctions, saying that they hurt dis-
- enfranchised blacks more than whites. -
There is also a greater concern armnong

* the Republicans about communist ‘en- .

croachment in the region, and all of the
.candidates have referred to the ANC as a
 “terrorist” organization. However, given
" the precarious play of South Africa do-

- mestically and the party’s sometimes con- .
troversial civil rights policies, most Re- -

publicans have been happy to play down
the issue of racial separation in Africa.

Mr. Robertson has now emerged as the
hard-right conservative candidate on the
South African issue. He sees South Africa
as a crucial test of Soviet-1JS competition
and identifies the region’s minerals as
vital to the West. In a recent interview
broadeast on South African TV, Robert-
son asserted that black Americans “don’t
understand what they're dealing with in
South Africa,” and that he will not criti-
Cize that nation to gain votes for his presi-
dential bid. He has proclaimed: “What I
want essentially is a free South Africa. 1
want South Africa as a friend of the West
and a bastion of capitalism. It would be
tragic if South Africa was plunged into a
bleedbatn, if the Marxist-led members of
the African National Congress conld gain
control.”

While Jackson and Robertson repre-
sent the poles of opinion in their respec-
tive parties, they do illustrate the starkly
divergent visions among the candidates
about US policy toward South Africa.
Pundits contend that neither Jackson nor

" Robertson can win his party’s nomina-

tions, but clearly their positions will keep
the South African issue alive.

- Kurt M. Campbell is lecturer and
assistant divector al the Center for
Science and International Affairs,
‘the Johm F. Kennedy School of Gov-
- ernment at Harvard University.
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Volusia books

DAYTONA BEACH — Schoolehildren in the South
African cities of Empangeni and Ballito soon will
have thousands of textbooks no longer used in Volu-
sia County. S 0 ;

A shipment of 65,000 pounds, of books from the
county schools went out Tuesday afternoon, said
Cliff Gosney, a Daytona Beach attorney who is volun-
teer chairman of Benevolenice Through Educatjon in
Southern Africa Inc. The 2-year-old non-profit eorpo-
ration, formed by Gosney is aimed at helping.black

youngsters who are the victims of apartheid, he said.
Tuesday’s shipment was the group’s third, bring.
ing to about 50,000 the number of textbooks sent to
South Africa in the past few months, he said. They
were the first from Volusia County, said Fred Phil-
lips, director of education materials for the district.

“It is @ great thing for us to find someone who

could use these books,” he said. The county accumu-
lates hundreds of books no longer in use in district
schools, and that builds into a storage problem, he

said.

If the used books are unwanted, they end up being
dumped in a landfill. “That would be the last thing
we would want to do,” he said, :

Gosney will give the system a map showing where
the books end up, Phillips said, “It'Nl make it more
meaningful to us,” he said. The towns are

”

e —————

bound for South African schools

about 100 miles north of the city of Durban on the
Indian Ocean.. : i

The donated books cover the basics — language,
spelling and math — and most are for kindergarten
through ninth-grade students, Gosney said. Most of
the 67 county school boards in the state are partici-

pating or will be, he said. “We're just getting going"

good,” he said, :

The Roundtable, a civic organization in South Afri-
ca similar to the Rotary Club, distributes the iext.
books, he said.

Gosney said he is unsure when the next shipment
will Jeave but said books are available. Benevolence,
which has no paid staff members, has agreed to send
50 shipments within a year to the province of Natal
he said, A ; i

It costs about $2,500 to have the books haulad on a
tractor-trailer to Jacksonville, shipped from there to
Durban, and’ for items such as feeding volunteers
who load the books onto the truck, he said. Some 20

volunteers loaded the shipment Tuesday, Gosney

said.

The 1idea for the project sprang from Zulu Chief
Mangosuthu Buthelezi, a controversial figure be-
cause of his opposition to U.8. trade sanctions. Dur-
ing a reception for Buthelezi in November 1886 at
state Rep. Alzo Reddick’s Orlando home, a question
arose about what Floridians could do for blacks liv-
ing under apartheid,

Buthelezi said the students need books, and U.S.
Rep. Bill McCollum, R-Altamonte Springs, contacted
Seminole County schools about using that district’s
old books.

Compliments of /

@Liff Bosney
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Reaching
for their
TOOtS

he pseudo-scientific racial
theory of the 18th and 19th
: centuries was that blacks
i had lower intelligence than
~other racial groups because of
;smaller cranial capacity. Decent
people (nhon-racists) of the era ar-
‘gued that it was inappropriate, and
~indeed crucl, to hold blacks ac-
“countabie to “whitc standards of be-
,haviar” because blacks were infe-
'rior and had only a limited
.experience with civilization. Today
«those attitudes arc voutinely dia-
‘missed as ignorant and racist.
~ But hold it! An Oct. 9, New York
~Times reporl, headlined “Boston
- Case Raises Questions on Misuse of
Affirmative Action,” told how iIn
11975, Philip and Paul Malone, fair
- haired, fair-complexioned identical
‘twins, wok a civil service examina-
. tion to qualify as Boston firefighters
«and bombed out. But not to worry
‘Their mother found a photograph of
their great-grandmother, whose
-gkin tones suggested 4 tint of black
‘blood in her ancestry. Mother told
-Philip and Paul, who always had
‘been considered white, that they
might opt to be black.

Armed with this knowledge, the
twins retook the civil service exam
in 1977. Again they bombed, scoring
'69 and 57 percent respectively. The
‘Boston Fire Department’s cutoff
‘score for appointment was 82 per-
.cent. But this time, since the twins
‘had applied as blacks, they won ap-
Jpointment. The city’s affirmative-
vaction program had concluded, as
'did the “enlightened"” 18th and 19th
, century thinkers, that it was cruel to
‘hold blacks acceuntable to white
‘standards. Thus, it set dual stan-
«dards for appointment: one for
‘whites, and a lower one for blacks.

Last montk the Malone twins' cha-
‘rade was discovered, They were

Waiter Williams, an econgmics
professor at George Mason Univer-
Sy b5 @ nationally syndicated col-
tnnis:.

charged with making fraudulent ap-
plications and dismissed from the
fire department. Their attorney’s de-
fense is that the only criteria for ra-
cial classification is self-
desctiption, and, given the sepia
tones of their great-grandmother,
they had made a “good-faith claim”
to being black.

Whenever society tries to divide
its opportunities and blessings by
race, there’s bound 1o be fraud and
various other forms of hanky-panky.

Prudent preventative measures
must be undertaken. Now, if we're
going to be serious about racial quo-
tas, there is no nation better-
qualified to serve as a model of how
to divide the goodies than South Af-
rica.

South Africa’s Population Regis-
tration Act empowers its secretary
of the interior to classify the pop-
ulation in categories of: white, col-
oured and Bantu, thereby thwarting
attempts by pcoplc, mwoatly cul-
oured, many of whom are fair-
complexioned, from making false
claims and thus benefiting from
goodies reserved for whites. The
Population Registration Act says: “A
white person is one who in appear-
ance is obviously a white person who
is generally not accepted as a col-
oured person; or is generally ac-
pepted as a white person and is not
in appearance obviously not a white
person

he director of the census and

statistics may change the clas.

sification of a person, and, if
the person objects, he may appeal to
the Racial Classification Appeal
Board. The act also provides for re.
corded documents specifying name,
sex, race, date and place of birth,
and nationality In addition, there
are perjury penalties for falsifying
one’s race and penalities for
frivolously challenging another's ra-
cial classification.

If we had a Population Registra-
tion Act as a part of our affirma-
tive-action law, the Malone boys
would simply be charged with per-
jury and theft of goodies intended
for another race.

But let's not be too harsh on them.
Back in 1960, beginning my tour of
duty in Korea, I wrote in "white" as
my race on a military form. When an
irate warrant officer challenged
this, I told him my great-great-
grandfather was Irish, And, besides,
I didn't want to be assigned (o the
worst job over there.
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Black South Wfrican |
\ Runs for Mayor— E
And Dodges Stones |

Once Chased Out of Town

|
|
i
As Apartheid Apologist, \
He Makes New Try Today &

By RogeR THUROW
Staff RepoTier of TrE WaLL STREET JOURNAL
Out of the windows of the cars people
shouted; Linda is back home! - ..
Linda ovr leader is back!
—Fm:n“hmrnltnmmFrammud,"mau
aboul Tamsanda Linés.

PORT ELIZABETH, gouth Africa—He '

is back, &Il right. Tamsanqa Linda 1s back
in this tattered port elty, running for re-
election as mayor of the troubled black
townships. Inside the Tbhayi City Councll
building, a foriress-like structure sur-
rounded by razor wire and armed guards,

he plots his campaigh in a spartan office

with the window shades pulled down.
“The radicals, they'd like to gel me
again,” he says. “But T can't let that stop

me,"

The chubby, 43-year-cid self-promoter is
just the sort of man the government wants
Tunning its black townships. A former rail-
road ticket puncher, Mr. Linda was elected
mayor in 1983. Two years later, he was run
aut of town by an plack residents who
accused him of collaborating with the
apartheid government.

‘T'm No Stooge'

Now, he is back, denouncing the mili-
tant foes of apartheid as “radicals.!’ He In-
sists he is no Hgovernment stooge"’ though
his political philosophy sounds strikingly
l{ke that belng pressed by Pretoria: He fa-
vors flush tollets over gqual rights for
black South Africans. “Wfe have 1o remove
the wrong political \deology that has beeil
put tn people’s minds by the radicals,” he
says, '‘That is why I have returned."

Today, for the first time in the nation’s
history, South Africans of all races are gu-
ing to vote—aibeit at segregated polls 1o
elect represematives to segregated city
councils. The black elections are & crucial
{ngredient of {he government's strategy 0
reassert authority in the black townships,
following years of unrest in the mid-1980s
(see page Al9).

But the government may be disap-
poitited by the turpout at the polls. Black
activists are urging a boycott of the elec-
tione, which they condemn: as al extension
of apartheid. Until blacks obtain voting
rights on the national level, activists say.
voiing on the local level 18 meaningless.

A Home in Flames

Mr. Linda was |ast Seen in these paris
in late 1985, holed up in the Holiday innm,
surrounded by hodvguards, a mayoer in dis-
grace and on the rtun. Members of the
city's anti-apartheid organizations had de-
nounced him for selling out the black
struggle by serving the guvernment. After
Mr. Linda purchased the home of a black
family that had been avicted for not pay-
ing the rent, residents’ anger turned vio-
lent. They ook a torch to the mayor's
house and his general stove.
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similar things happened {0 black coun:
cilors across the country. Some were killed
by angry mobs. Mr. Linda was lucky; he
gscaped with his life. For two months after
flecing the townships, he lived at the Holl-
day Inn, then Jeft without paying the bill.
«He ate breakiast here with the state pres-
ident one day,”’ the hotel manager says,
ngo we figured his credit was good.”

Mr. Linda did, too; he says he thought
the city councll would pick up the entire
tab, but it left a dent of ljo_ughly the equiva-
lent of $5,000..Under a pourt order, Mr.
Linda recently agreed to Tepay the debt in
monthly instalime

nts.,
After checking out of the Holiday Inn.

Mr. Linda returned to his tribal home in
the black homeland of Transkei, where he
arranged demonstrations against the antl-
apartheld leader, Anglican Archbishop
Desmond Tutu. From time to time, Mr.
Linda alsv popped up In Europe and North
America, speaking ol pehaif of his United
Christian Conctliation Parly, a conserva-
tive black party that Mr. Linda claims has
tour million members, Not coincidentally,
many are members of the Reformed lnde-
pendent Churches Assoclation, headed by
Bishop lsaac Mokoena, who co-founded the
party with Mr. Linda.

While Mr. Linda was away, South Af-
rica erupted. Pretoria imposed a state of
emergency, detained thousands of black
political opponents and banned a host of
anti-aparthetd organizations-tncludmg
hose that had forced Mr. Jinda out of
town. Mr. Linda, figuring it was safe to re-
turn to Port Elizabeth, came hame and de-
clared himself candidate for mayor.

»I'm fighting back to prove to the radi-

culs that 1'm one of the greatest leaders in
{he county,’” says Mr, Linda. “I'tn not hid-
ing. I'm prepared 0 speak out.”

Maostly he does this from inside his ma-

roon BMW, shouting through the two loud-
speakers strapped 10 the roof of the car as
he meanders through the potholed and nar-
row dirt roads of the townships. These
streets, lined with dilapidaied shacks. are
teerning with tension, Fort Elizaheth was
one of the hottest areas of the country dut-
ing the unrest of the rnid-1980s, and the
government fears that its 500,000 black res-
idents could erupt again.

Mr. Linda worrles, t00. His BMW has
been stoned, and last weck the homes of
several other candidates for cily council
were firebombed, One other candidate was
shot to death, But for the most part, it
seems, his campalgn {5 being ignored. A
recent rally attracted no more than60toa
cavernous hall where 200 chairs had been
get up for the anticipated crowd, Of those
whn came, most were elderly, unemployed
women behind on their rent payments and
hoping for help fror Mr, Linda, :

*Oooh, he's powerful,” says a matronly
women named Jovee. “He'll give out fond
and houses and jobs 10 thase who support
him. He's a great man."’

My. Linda's campaign literature echnes
jier sentiments. He wroté most of the pam-
phiets himself, inclnding 3 poen in which
he hails himself as a black hero: “‘Ouy fir
ther Linda is out leader! The people told
Linda to iake his seal on Oct. 26 a5 4
mayor! and build houses for them. The
eader promised.”

Such patronage costs money, and the

government is ready to ypend plenty here
after the election in an effort to bolster the
credibility of the black council and s |
mayor, But Mr. Linda, whose campaign is |
on o shoestring budget, is taking 1o |
chances on the money running out. i

sTell America to send money,” Mr. .
Linda tells an American visitor. :

vgand it to whom?"” he is asked.

o me and my pavty,” he says. “You !
send money to the radicals. Why not send |
some to me?" ;

Black activists shrug off the elections |
as a farce. “Our people won’t vote untll |
our real leaders are released from deten- |
tion and we can vote for them,” says &
member of the banned Port Elizabeth
Black Clvic Organization who 1§ in hiding
in the townships. He points to 2 polling sta-
tion recently buiit by the government—-2a
one-room concrete hut surrounded by rolls
of razar wire and guarded around the clock
by several soldiers—and laughs at the idea
of holding elections under the state of
amergency.

A vote in these electlons is a yote for

our contlnued oppression,” he says. “The
people see Linda’s name and they know
right away that the elections are illegiti-
mate. Everyone ldentifics him with the
system.”
Mr. Linda doesn’'t seem 10 mind the as:
soclation. ''We must support local govern-
ment, for right now that fs what the gov-
ernment is giving us. It is a step along the
way," he says. «Phe radicals say they
won't take part in elections until all pollti-
¢al priseners arc released. But municipal
elections are not the place to call for their
release, That time will come.” :

Mt Linda says blacks are more inter-
ested in improving their living conditions
than In cqual political representation. “The
radicals are introducing foreigh ideas that
don’t fit in this country,” he says. ‘A sys-
tem of one-mar, one-vote in & unitaty
state, which the radicals want, won't work
in South- Africa. The people in the lown-
ships aren't interested in living in White
areas, like the radicals say. They just want
10 be taken carc of in their townships.”

Mr. Linda says he Is the man to do this
in Port Elizabeth. He promises to start
spending the million of dollars the goveri-
ment has earmarked for upgrading proj-
ects in the black townships. He talks ahout |
putting 2 flush toilet in every house. He as-
sures those threatened with aviction for not |
paying thelr rent that he won't turn them
out. TFor now, the othet things, like equal
rights, can walt,
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" A man of morality
. and conviction

JOURNEY CONTINUED:
AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY
by Alon Paton
New York: Charles Scribner's Soms
820 pp. Niustrated. $22.50

By Merie Ruhin

N 1048, the year his first novel, "Cry, the

Beloved Country,” was published, Alan

Paton’s was a voice crying in the wilderness,

The principal of the Diepkloof Reformatory

for black juvenile delinquents was one of a

handiul of prophets calling attention to the plight of

South Africa’s black majority at the very rmoment

the Afrikaner Nationalists finally came to power
and started fulfiling their dream of apartheid.

By the time of his death — April 12, 1988 — his

. by people who have power gains
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loathing of violence, and a conviction that “oun-
ishment is not the way to make pecple behave bet-
ter,” be it punishment for wayward youths or sanc-
tions against reprohate nations.

For all that Paton's rightward drift distressed
many of his former friends and allies and led a
younger generation of radicalized blacks (and
whites) to dismiss him out of hand, he can still
convey, as few other writers can, the gross inde-
cency of the racial injustices he fought against so
long. Looking back, as he does in this strongly
written book, on the years of that struggle, he
becomes outraged anew by the unfairness, and his
writing takes on power from his rekindled emotions.

Firmly antico
of encapsulating the reasons for the natural antipa-
thy he's observed between liberals’ and .commu-

nists), Paton is scathing about the much-vaunted
anticommunisin of the South African government:
It was not the totalitarian nature of communism
that was abhorrent to the Afrikaner Nationalist; he
was to become a pretty good totalitarian himself.
What he abhorred was the supposedly egalitarian
nature of the coramunist State." -
Paton also writes movingly of- :

mnstshameﬁuofa]lam:scnm:ﬁttedinSoumMnca
t those who have

a;

forced removal of nonwhites {Africans,

none: the
East Asians) from land, farms,

Coloreds, Indians,
homes, and businesses
to excise these “black spots” from areas the govern-
ment chose to designate “white” -
Morality was the kevstone of Paton's paraliel
careers in literature and politics. As a writer,

Liberals (who believed in always

%

they legally owned, in order ¢

he found

the disputes between more radical
taking the principled
stand) and more pragmatic Liberals (who preferred o
moderate their demands for goals like one man, one vofe,
in the hope of broadening the party's appeal to the
whites-only South African electorate). .
While politics and the Liberal Party are at the hegart of
this book, Paton also describes his involvement in the
world of religion. There are intriguing accounts of ecu-
menical conferences he attended and irsightful, if idio-
syncratic, portraits of leading figures like Paton’s per-
sonal hero, Reinhold Niebuhr. Paton also tells what it
was like to find himself a world-famous author, plungec
into the reatms of theater and moviemaking with the
demand for adaptations of his “Cry, the Beloved Coun-

vividly recounting

mmuinist himself (he does & fine job | try.” Paton was a man who loved words, and in this book

he reveals how mauch writing meant to him.

Looking ahead, Paton's vision of his country’s future
is douded, even confused. The prophetic power he pos-
sessed was not of the sort that pretends to be able to
predict the future, but closer to the biblical sort that sees
the present for what it is and tries to warn people before
it is too late. This parable about the difficulties of
persuading his fellow white South Africans to change
sounds a note characteristic of Paton’s simplicity — and
his depth: .

{ went to my brother a i, 5
drcintad tgzdoor nd said, “Brother a ma i
J}'fy brother said, “Is he a friend or enemy?”
I have asked him,” I said, "but he replies that
you will not know until you have opened the door.”
There you are, my brother. You will never know if
the man outside is a friend or an enemy until vou
can be sure what he will be.

himself “incapable of writing a story that does not have
an emotional and moral guality.”” 1t was his religious
faith (he was a devout Anglican) that led him to politics.
Ironically, as he must “henestly and reluctantly” oon-
fess, he was to experience “the joy of fully non-racial
fellowship," not in his beloved church, but in the politi-
cal party he helped found.

Much of this book is devoted to the story of the
Liberal Party of South Africa, started in 1853 and dis-
panded in 1968, when it chose to dissolve rather than
submit to a government ban on multiracial parties. Aside:
from the Conununist Party, it had been the only multira.
cial party in the country. Paton elucidates the principies
that held the party together - belief in democrary
tolerance, nonvioclence, and the rule of law - .whi‘u—.

“That was written in 1969, Paton remarks. “This is
now 1987. But my brother still has not opened the door.”
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Merle Rubin reviews books regularly for the
Monitor.

{ompliments of
@ 1iff Bozrrey

political position was significantly to the right of
most of his fellow critics of apartheid: Paton was not
only opposed o the idea of 2 violent revolutionary
struggle, but also spoke out, passionately and elc-
quently, against the Western strategies of disinvest-
ment and econoimic sanctions.

Did Paton change over those four decades, or did
he stand fast while times changed around him?
Perhaps a little of each. “&Iourci
ney Continued,” the second an
final volume of his autobiogra- Boo“?___
phy (“Towards the Mountain”
appeared in 1980), covers this period in his life. T
sorne extent, Paton himself believed he had changed:

1 must say that in 1954 1 was more inclined to
identify politics with morality than I am today
[1987]," he reflects. As an older man, he felt less
outraged by the particular injustices of his native
land — perhaps because he'd lost his fervor, perhaps
because he began to take a broader, aimost timeless
and placeless perspective on life, death, human hig-
tory, and the universe. But in other respecis, a
certain consistency emerges: a lifelong patriotism, a




