Openi ng Statenent to AAAOWon 27th August 1988

"WL1ly Asia and Apartheid Now?"

We are very glad to be able to neet the people who are fighting agai nst
apartheid and other forns of oppression and discrimnation all over the world
and in Japan. Wl conme to Japan during the hottest time of the year, which is_
unbear abl e even for us. ’

There are two reasons why we had the idea of holding a grass roots or citizens’
group workshop on apartheid. Firstly, in spite of a worl dwi de trend towards
strengt heni ng econom ¢ sancti ons agai nst the apartheid regi me of South Africa,
East Asi an econom es such as Taiwan, Korea, Hong Kong and Japan have increased
their econonic ties with South Africa and have beconme powerful partners of
apartheid. And, unfortunately, the voice against apartheid in these econonies

i s rather weak.

That does not nean that in these regions there is no struggl e agai nst

di scrimnation or agai nst oppression. There are such novenents -- it is only
that there is usually no link with action against apartheid. "

It is worth nentioning that Japan has becone South Africa’ s biggest trading
partner and in 1987 enjoyed trade ampunting both ways to US$4.2 billion. At the
same time Taiwan increased its trade by 67 per cent between 1986 and 1987 to
reach US$910 million. The citizens of both Japan and Tai wan have been given the
title of "honourary whites".

The second reason for holding this workshop was that there has been sone

di sappoi ntment with the international conferences which have taken place so many
times in European and North Anerican cities. In such conferences citizens
groups or ordinary people fromthe so-cullcd Third Wrld countries have hardly
appeared. For such people, their only way of showi ng their concern about
apartheid is through the process of fighting their own issues, which are for
them of equal inmportance to apartheid. Such issues, however, have not generally
been di scussed in the international conferences concerned with apartheid.

Those are the reasons we decided to open this workshop. Although we are just a
very small citizens group, it has been possible to realise this conference with
the great assistance of the United Nations Special Conmmittee agai nst Apartheid
and many ot her organisations and individuals inside and outside Japan. You nay
notice that we do not call it a conference but a workshop. The reason is that
we hope to gain nutual understanding and to establish cooperation, which are
nore i nmportant than deciding on platitudi nous resolutions. Unless we understand
" each other well, we cannot take action together



