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i\/l mUl'Eg CF THE | NAUGURAL MEETI NG OF THE N ASK FORCE TO LOOK
YVNTO THE PROBLEMS AND OPERATI ONS OF THE ALBERT LUTHULI
I\I\//lEI\/O?I AL TRUST FUND, HELD AT NO 19 KINGSVWAY ROAD, | KOvI

(Ejlil/l TUESDAY, 25TH JUNE, 1991

Present .. ’

(1) Dr’. A Anam - Director-General (PCL.) Chairman

(2) P. S. Eronobor - Mnistry of External Affairs Menber
(3) J. A Ashimblowo - Mnistry of External Affairs " 4,
(HH M M Durnan - Australian H gh Comm ssion V " k

(5) G Nene - Chief Representative (ANC) "

(6) M Skomolo - Luthuli Menorial Trust "

(7) E. Uhobo - Ag. Executive Secretary (SARF) "

(8) G Wkubeyinje. , - SARF

(9) S. A Ladan ' - Fed. inspectorate OF Education "

(10) Ms. C. 'o: Fagbayi - BACAA (FME) "

(11) Ms. J. N Okogbue - BACAA (FME) "

Absent

"(1) DG Special Services Ofice

In Attendance 1"

(1) S. DO Pam- Political Affairs Ofice (Presidency), Secretai;)7

I ntroduction .

1. The inaugural neeting commenced at 10.27 a.m with the Director-Cenerbl
(Political) presiding).- He welconed all nenbe;s t6 the neeting, ahd stated thatw
the mai n assignment given to the Task Force was to | ook into the operations
and problenms of the Al bert Luthuli Menorial Trust Fund (LMIF). This he
added, was due to the incessant reports received by the Presidency which,

if not checked, m ght have some national and international inplications for
Ni geria vis-a-vis the N gerian/African National Congress (ANC) rel ationship.
He then called oh the ANC Chi ef Representative to give an overview on the
LMIF so as to enabie nenbers have a cl ear know edge of the organi sation.

2:: In his response, WE briefed the nmenmbers on

the Luthuli Fund after a few prelimnary observations. According to him it

; all started with the excal ating viol ence caused by the Apartheid regine in
South Africa |last year. As a result of the violence, nost youth had deserted
school s and had gone into exile in the neighbouring Frontline States of



Zanbi a, Tanzani a and Angol a.

Thus in August 1990, the ANC Secretary for Education, when on-a visit to

Ni geria, held dis .cuss’ions with the then Director-Ceneral (Political) and
out the details with the Southern African Relief Fund (SARF) and the

Federal Mnistry of Education (FME)

4. Subsequently, a. team drawn fromthe SARF and FME went to Tanzani a,

Zambi a and Angol a to assess the students. About 579 were found suitable.

It was about this point in tine that the LMIF with its Headquarters in

London cane into focus. The Trust Fund according to M. Nene, had been

gi ven sone cash donation by the Australian Governnent through 'Austcare

(a non-governnmental organization fromAustralia) for the education of ANC

students. It was with part of this donation that the LMIF was set up in

1.

Ni geria about mi d-February, 1990. Thus an office was set up with a C0- t,
ordi nator, Councellor and a Chief Accountant and a few supportiye staff
(clerks, nessengers, drivers) etc. Meanwhile, according to him governnent
was aware of the Fund and he had witten to the MEA for its registration.

The ANC Chi ef adged that, he had since rec_: eiveo a feedback from MEA
that his request was being | ooked into. He added that the ANC had to cone
in to assist the progranmre because of the staff running the programe were
not sufficient. He announced to the neeting that M. R S belinge who was
the acting Co-ordi nator had been replaced by Mys. M Skonpl o who had j ust
resurmed duty. 'He inforned the neeting that out of the 579 that were to be
pl aced in N gerian schools, only 1460 had arrived. And an of this nunber
wer e under SARF sponsorship while the rest were on the LMIF sponsorship
xf/

At the time of this neeting, he said, only about 39 students who were yet
to go ,to school due to one reason or the other, but that arrangenent had
been nade to get evening | essons for nost of them whose adm ssion had
been deferred till the next academ c session



comence in January, 1991.

Her problem she said, started in February,

when at 2.00 a.m

M. 5

Hence she singl e-handedly had to

run-up and down to enablia the students to gain entry into Nigeria.
this incident and a few others

"9

| ack of adequate care etc. fromthe Luthuli Foundation and

in particular from M. S belinge,



7. After a lengthy discussion of the issues raised

, the Chairman identified

N

the critical issues and probl em areas which the Task
For cet shoul d | ook into.

These i ncl uded:

(a)

(b)

Reception of the 200 students at the airport; ., * r
Arrangenents for transportation of the students;

(c) Accommpdati on arrangenent;

f

(d)

Pl acenent of students in the various educational institutions;

(e) Operation of the LMIF;

(f)

Admi ni strative style of the forner Co-

, were naturally t

feeling so snte the apartheid regime had rel axed the [ aw on exul e returnees h
He agreed however that a few others who were St!" recal cutrant and wnsh to
go home had their problemreferred to the ANC Headquarters for their repa-
10.

the new Co-ordinator, things had begun to take shape as soneof the students
Lhad begun to comrent that "they now have a nother". She however opined
that the LMIF shoul d give the new Co-ordinator a proper chance to run the
Fund and al so provide her with nore funds to run the



11. The Chairnman agai n opened the floor to other nenbers to ask questions,
pass observations and comrents on what had been said by the SARF and

ANC/ LMTF. A menber from MEA suggested that with the problens facing

LMIF, the government should have a perr’ nanent representative in the Fund.
This according to himwould stemin future, such problens of adm h’istr’ative
| apses, Illegallty etc. which the Fund had found Itsel f. Another nenber i191?
according to himwas not good enough

12. In his response, the Chairman inforned the neeting that these issues
woul d be tackled along with others when the Task Force had worked out a
net hodol ogy for the assignnent. He then requested nmenbers to give their
suggesti ons on the procedure(s) to be adopted: by the Task Force in doing
the assignment. At this juncture, the menber fromthe Australian_l;l_ig_h
Conmi ssion re uested to w thdrgwm Task Force as she? had little or
nothing to contribute on the internal working of LMIF. She however

?- -- r-e, a

confirmed that the governnent of her country had pl edged the sum of
Australian Dollars 1.9 mto the ANC (LMIF) for the education of South

"0

to

assured the Task Force that she would be willing to supply it with any needed
Africans. The grant was for a period of 3 years, she added. She al so
information during the sittings. The Chairman thanked her for honouring
Txu-q

At thatpoint, the AHC re resentativgyas allowed to withdraw frrorin/the

. Task Force.

13. On the mpodalities for carrying out the assignnent, the neeting agreed
that the ternms of reference should be to:

(i) look into- the problemof LMIF --V

(ii) look into the operations of the Fund and

(iii) make reconmmendati ons whi ch woul d streamine the working relations

? between the government/or its agencies and the LMIF

The ANC Chi ef Repr resm expressed fears on the assignnent of the
Taskforce. He wondered if the Task Force was set up on a permanent

basis to nmonitor the affairs of the Fund. The Chairman once nore all ayed
his fears by explaining to himthat the purpose of the Task Force was
..186.



II'l. Before rising for the day,

the menbers agreed as foll ows:

(i) that M. R S belinge the fornmer Ag. Co-ordinator be invited
27th

June, 1991, |

(ii) that the ANC/LMIF FME MEA shoul d bring al ong any documents
that woul d be useful to the Task Force, these include:-

(a) LMIF Charter

(b) Letters/correspondences on the LIVITF, and

(c) Mnutesof neetings on the subject matter.

(iii) that the ANC Ishould bring the details of all financial statenents;
(iv) that the ANC should bring an up-to-date nunbers of students
present in Nigeria (this should include those already in schoo
and those not yet placed) and

(v) any other information that would help the Task Force in its
assi gnment ;

(vi)

that the Task Force would hold the next neeting on Wednesday,
26t h June, 1991 at 10.00 a.m in the same venue.

15. ng to

M gNene al so infornmed the nenbers that he would be travell
B L

South Africa the following norning for an inportant ANC nmeeting and that
Mys. Skonol o, _ the new Co-ordi nator of LMIF would continue with the
Task For ce.

16. The neeting rose at 2.00 p. m

Political Affairs Ofice,

The Presi dency,

Taf awa Bal ewa Squar e,

Lagos .

VK .



