
 

STATEMENT OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS.
OLIVER TAMBO. AT THE 25th OAU ASSEMBLY OF HEADS OF STATE AND
GOVERNMENT: ADDIS ABABA. ETHIOPIA, JULY 2A-28, 1989.

Mr Chalrman. Presxdent Mohamed HQSHI Mouberak,
Year Exeellenciee. Dlatlngulehed Heads of State and Government,
Esteemed Heads of Delegatlena,

Your Excellency. Javier Perez de Cuellar, Secretary General Of

the Unxted Nations.

Your Excellency. de Oumarou. Secretary General cf the OAU.
Hone ‘able Mlnisters. Ambassadors and High Commiaeienere.
Comrades leaders of the liberatlen movements.
Esteemed delegates, comrades. ladies and gentlemen:

First of all, we greet thxs 25th Assembly of the DAU Heads of

State and Government on behalf of the AND its leaders and

members and In the name cf the mlllxens of the struggling people

of South Africa.

All of us who live durlna these times cannot but feel a sense of

hope and expectation with regard both to our own continent and

the rest of the world of Wthh 1t L3 part.

We salute thxs august body. the OAU Assembly of Heads of State

and Government. for the lneetimable contribution it has made over

a period ef 26 years to brxng about the sense of hope ahd

expectat1on to Which we have referred. Without the OAU Assembly

and wlthout the collective endeaveurs of the outstanding leaders

of Africa who have served in its ranke, without the ideas and

labours of the African patriots who sit here today and the input

of their predecessors, none can tell where Africa and the world

would be today.

We salute the contribution that the Government and people of

Ethiopia have made to our Forward movement. through their

readiness to host these meetings and to receive us in a splrxt of

open welcome. friendship and solidarity. Ne take this opportunity

to extend our thanks to the Party. the Government and the people

of Ethiopia for all they have done for Africa. both now and in

the past.

Ne also wish to thank and congratulate President Menqistu Halle

Harlem. General Secretary of the Workers' Party of Ethiopxa.

Presxdent of the People‘s Democratic Republic of Ethiopia and

Commander-in-Chief of its Revolutionary Armed Forces. for the

thought-provoking and moving speech he delivered yesterday. He

believe that it has helped to set the correct tone for the

consideratlon, among others. of the fundamental issue of the

total liberation of Africa.

led this

He pay homage to the outgoing Chairman of the Mile

Excellency. President Mousse Traore. who has ad
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Drganzfiatien delng thxs past year. Because of his eommxtment to
its 3' , hLa energy. dedxeatlon and the quality of his

leadership, we can =ay that as the OAU commenced its Journey into

t second quarter-Of-a-centux‘y, Lt ccvntmued to inspire and give

comfort to the peoples 3f our contxnent. His report has also

helped to point the way forward in a clear and unequxvecal

manner.
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We welcome to the helm the new Chaxrman, H.E. Presxdent Mohamed

Hosnl Noubarak. and extend to him our very best wlshes, confident

that he U111 lead the OAU ably and selflessly, enabling it by h15

own pereenal contrlbutlon. to take the millzens that inhabxt our

dear continent further ferward towards the realisatlon of thelr

polxtical. economic and eocxal aeplratlons, All this was

confirmed in the well-thought tut address he delivered

yesterday.

es of our people send the1r salutetitns fully conecxeus

of the central importance of the deliberatlons of thzs Assembly

future of our centlnent. eur realen and cur eOLmtry.

Throughout their ranks‘ there is great expectatlon that this

august Assembly lel take such decialone as will not only advance

the cause of Africa. but also help us greatly to accelerate the

general process so vlsxble in our region - a process

characterlsed by the defeat of the forces of apartheid. the

expansion of the frentiers of freedom and progress towards a

genuine and lasting peace for all our peoples.

It is understandable, Mr Chairman, why our people have

heightened expectations. After all. as a result of a heroic

struggle waged by the people of Angela and their army, supported

by the Cuban internatxonaliet forces. the South Afrxcan army of

occupation has now left the People‘s Republic of Angola.

For the second time within a dozen years. and on the Angolan

battlefield, the apartheid war machine has been beaten. The truth

has been confirmed that this army of aggression. occupation and

repression is not in any way invincible. Thls historic victory

has both strengthened our own people in our offensive against the

apartheid state and its humiliated war-mongers. and opened the

way for the people of Angola to achieve peace for themselves.

But also of great importance. it has led directly to the

inltiation of the process leading to the long-overdue

independence of Namibia. Today the reality, which was difficult

to imagine even a year ago. is that important leaders of SHAPO

are beck in their country. Namibian refugees are going home and

an election campaign has commenced, as part of an internationally

agreed process which will lead to the independence of Namibia.

0n the eastern seaboard of our region. the Government of the

People's Republic of Mozambique has adopted new measures axmed at

inq the terrible scourge of banditry in that country,
‘toring peace and regaining the possibility for economic and
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social development.

Farther afield from our region, the international Situatien a

to be characterised by a new determination to create a climate of
mutual understanding among the peoples and a deeire ta expand the
frontiers 0? freedom. High on the agenda of the nations of the
world. and as part of this global process. ie the determinatien
to help end the criminal system of apartheid without further
delay. The meaeage we hear from all corners of the gltbe is that
enough is enough: apartheid must gel

eem .3

And so the eenvxction has grown among our people that South
Africa cannot ke some solitary island that will. by some miracle,
continue to drift against the tide of human history. It can never
be that dawn breaks everywhere. except in South Africa.

Indeed. even the representatives of the apartheid regime are

encouraging the notion that we are hearing a negotiated

resolution of the South African question and have. on the baeis

of this promise, been received in Western capitals and walked

away with the understanding that F.N.de Klerk will be given a

chance to implement his programme of so-called reform and

negotiation.

In addition to the external, the internal situation has indeed

raised the hopes of our people that we are nearing the end of the

apartheid system. In this context, the word ”hope” might in fact

be the wrong one to use. The better to convey the mood among our

people, we should rather say that there is a firm conviction that

the dark years of apartheid tyranny are about to end.

But whence this optimism! I would like to assure this august

Assembly that it derives neither from the promises made by the

spokespersons of the apartheid regime nor from any illueion that

the major Western powers can, by having cosy conversations with

F.W.de Klerk, deliver us from bondage.

A good and honest vision of the reality of what to expect from

the apartheid regime is clearly spelt out in the much—heralded

5-year Plan which the National Party announced recently.

Fundamental to that Plan is the old apartheid perspective of

groups and group rights. The ruling party continues to cling to

these concepts and in its Plan says openly that ”The South

African population consists of a variety of groupsi.."

When it talks of a new constitution, it speaks of giving "content

to the overall Juridical and structural protection of groups in

constitutional structures.“ And when it talks of negotiations.

it speaks of engaging ”recognised leaders of all groups...”

It should thus be clear. Mr Chairman, that the ao-called solution

that the party of racism offers is nothing but a race federation

which will be dominated by the white minority. In short, it

offers nothing but apartheid by another name. .
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a make sure that the peint was clear to everybody. the leader of

Jhe National Party, F:H.de Klerk, said the following at the

Cangrees of his party which adopted the 5—yzar Plan:
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“I want to give this assurance to the white electorate: the

National Party will. in its search for an understanding

that offers all South Africans full political particip-

atien...closely guard your security and intereata.

tegether with theae of other groups. The National Party

will never let you down.”

So there we have it! Let everybody be a South African. but a

South African who belongs to a group that has separate group

political rights. Yes. let us end apartheid but let us do so by

entering into negotiations that must reaffirm the continuation of

apartheid with the consent of the representatives of all groups.

But whence these contortione and illogical constructions of

schoolboy sophistry' The Simple fact is that the apartheid system

is in eriaie. Even its architects know and admit that it can no

longer be maintained. It has to go.

But whereas our people and the rest of progressive humanity are

determined to ensure that apartheid disappears in its substance

and its entirety. the Pretoria regime deaires that it should

appear to have disappeared by dressing it in new clothes. What

they fail to realise is that, because of our struggle. eupperted

by the international cemmunity, apartheid will indeed vanish For

ever. despite its new clothes and together with that new apparel.

however pretty and well-tailored it might seem.

And thus we come back to the question. whence the conviction that

we are nearing this historic outcome - the demise of the

apartheid system. That conviction. Mr Chairman. derives from our

certainty of the strength of the liberation forces of our

country. confidence in their ability to organise themselves and

to mobilise the people into united action to destroy the

apartheid system. and our unquestionable assurance that the

millions of our people remain unawerving in their commitment to

liberate themselves through struggle.

In short, it is because of our strength. our capacity to

organise, our ability to intensify the struggle and our

willingness to sacrifice, that we are confident that our victory

is assured. We have no doubt that the confrontation within our

country will further sharpen as the enemy fights a rearquard

action. But for us and our people. there can be no turning back.

But of course this is not enough to signify that our victory is

in sight. The other element that makes up the equation of the
balance of forces is, and has to be. the state of the enemy
forces. To put it squarely. the apartheid regime has lost the

strategic initiative. The struggle has thrown it onto the

.eneive. Its actions. whatever their intention. only have the
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Wing down the speed of its retreat. The enemy can

that retreat nor turn it round into a strategic

emergency For instance. Renewed in June, it is

ear. Despite its brutality and all it has

meant.in terms f aeeaeeinetione OF leaders and activists, meee

detentiene the banning of organisations and individuals and

severe pre 3 FESJFLCthHB, the liberation forces of our country

have conti ued to grow in strength. and have the capacity to
bring the tauntvy to a standstill. as was demonstrated as
recently as last month. Such an achievement is possxble precisely

because of the unity of the masses of our people, their fighting
organisations and their acceptance of the vanguard role of the

ANC.
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Our people are set to render the state of emergency inoperable

Simply by defying it. The apartheid regime does not have the

political Strength to stop this process. once it ie Joined by the

millions of our people. In the end. the apartheid regime will end

the state of emergency. not because it will have chosen to do so.

but because the people will have decided that they will not

observe ite prevxeione. Needleee to say. in this eventuality. the

regime will still seek to maintain its campaign of repression

through the use OF other repreSSive legislation that it has in

its arsenal.

Or again. consider the important question of the release of

political prisoners and detainees. As the Assembly knows. many

detainees have been released because they engaged in struggle.

espeCially by means of hunger strikes which were supported by the

South African democratic movement as a whole. Some of the leaders

who had been sentenced to life imprisonment have been released.

At some point, the others will also come out of jail. This will

happen not because the Pretoria regime has become more humane.

but because it no longer has the strength to withstand the

intense and continuing internal and international campaign for

the immediate and unconditional release of all political

prisoners. including Nelson Mandela.

The apartheid regime had hoped to build a buffer around itself

made up of black surrogates. paid by Pretoria and owing their

allegiance to Pretoria. The fact of the matter is that the buffer

is today paper-thin. as the people have continuously asserted

their right to total liberation and refused to accept these state

employees as their leaders and the structures they man. as

legitimate. Confronted by the pressure of the struggle, it is

inevitable that many of these apartheid hopefuls will seek to

find their way into the camp of struggle for a united. democratic

and non-racial South Africa.

Referring to some of these black puppets. and challenging their

credentials, the July 2nd issue of the Afrikaans .epaper
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“Rapport”. which supports the ruling party. had this to Say:

“Te think that black City touneillers Dr membere cf

the recently formed National Forum will manage (in

negotiations) is en illusxon. The new Situation

that has come. into bemg no longer allewa for-

kindergarten polities.“

Within the ranks of the white community. there is a rapidly

growing resolve to abandon the trenches of rat em and apartheid

and to search for eolutions within the context of the perspective

of a non—ratial demeerecy. For this purpose. increeSing numbers

of whites continLE to seek out the ANC. The formatien of the

Democratic Party in April this year is itself an expression of

this progreeeion towards democratic and non-raCial positions. We

ourselves believe that it is important that we reach our white

compatriots to win them away from the parties of racism.

    

So pervasive and penetrating has become the deSire among many

whites to end apartheid, that among the white youth, the movement

to refuse conscription into the racist army is reaching new

heights. with truly large numbers ready to face 6-year Jail

sentences rather than carry arms in defence of a system they

consider LmJust and illegitimate.

Add to all this. the impact of sanctions, limited though they

might be. They have hit the apartheid economy very hard and

helped to deny the Pretovia regime the material means to carry

out its programmes of repreeeion. aggression and further

entrenchment of the apartheid system. The economic crisxe 0f the

apartheid system has indeed become so serious that white

unemployment and poverty. unknown for many decades. have become a

permanent feature of South African reality.

The recent European Séfari by F.H. de Klerk. and P.N. Botha'e

trip to Europe had the specific aim. among others. to campaign

against sanctions and in particular. to pereuade the bankers to

agree to the most favourable terms for the rescheduling of South

Africa‘s external debt. This demonstrates how effective sanctions

are and the extent of desperation they have injected into the

ranks of the apartheid regime. Clearly. the OAU has to push for

more sanctions, including mandatory and comprehensive ones,

imposed by the Security Donnell.

In essence. what is happening in our country is that the balance

of forces continues to shift in favour of the forces of national

liberation. democracy and peace. The political forces grouped

around the parties of racism continue to diminish and decline in

strength. Those representing national emancipation continue to

grow in size and effectiveness. and have emerged truly as an

alternative power which can never be defeated and which. in
reality. sets the agenda for the resolution of the South Africa

issue.
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It i' .hle permanent ehlft 1n the kelance of forces within South
Afrlea, in our reqxon and internatxenally. which has so sharply
brought xnto focus the zseue of a negotiated settlement of the
South Afrxcan question. 

We are, however, flrmly of the view that this Assembly should
reJeet all notions that the change of persons in the top echelons
of the Nationallst Party has brought into the leadership. people
who, out of conviction, e ek genuzne negotxatlone to end
a:arthexd. Equally‘ the translatlon does not hold that. because
the Preterla regime helped to negotiate the Angola-Namlbla
agreement. therefore it is ready to enter lan real negotiations
concernxng South Africa lSSelf.

  

The hopes held out by the Western powers. as a result of which
they plead that de Klerk be alven a chance. have as much
substance to them as the hopes they held out in the past. The
course of action these powers propzae and have embarked Upon,
serves only to buy time for apartheld. encourage dupliCLty on the
part of the apartheid regime and poatpsne the moment when
Fretorxa wxll at last realise that the game 15 up.

Ne are concerned that the zeeue of negotzatzons should not become
a means to divert our people and the world cemmunxty from the
central lSSue whxeh 15 endlng the apartheld crime against
humanity and transformxng South Afrxca into a non-raCAal
democracy. SLmllarly, it should not be reduced into an lesue of
polltical gameemanehip. as the apartheld regime seeks to do.

All African liberation movements. xncluding the AND, have.
without exception. always sought peaceful ways of ending the
system of colonial and raelal dominatlon. Consistently the
oppressed have been forced to resort to arms because the
oppreasor has made 1t impossible to bring about peaceful
political settlements. The history of the ANC is an outstanding
example of the commitment of the oppreeaed to non-violent
struggle and therefore a preference for peaceful eolutzone. The
OAU itself has. at various times. made serxoue efforts to end
colonial and racial domination through negotiations.

We have in the past said this. and we reiterate it today. that we
have never been opposed to a negotiated resolution of the South
African question. But such negotiations have to be about ending
apartheid and transforming South Africa into a united. democratic
and non-raeial country. and they are complementary to the
struggle for the attainment of these goals.

For these negotiations to take place, it is obvious that the
necessary climate should exist. To create that climate. we
together with the rest of the international community have called
on the Pretoria regime to release all political prisoners and
detainees, lift all bane and restrictions on proscribed and
restricted organisations. and persons. end the state of
enerqeney. repeal repressive legislation. and political trials
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and exe‘ tione and withdraw the apartheid army Fran the

townshi.

 

The aparthexd reglme pannot claim to be ignorant of t}

demands. Its awn medla has come out 1n support of thee
reasonable proposals. The newspaper “Rappart” of July 2nd 133:

makes the fellowlng observation:

  

“There are enough lndxcatLona that many black leadere

erganleatlone that carry welght are wlllinq to part

in probing d1ecuesxona. However some factors obstruct these

pOSSlbllltlESC the state of emergency; detentlon wlth:"t

trLal and reatrietlone on.imp0rtant peeple and

organisatxons. Therefore the eerlousneee with which Mr de

Klerk considers the internal discuselon will also be

determined by the way in whxoh he reacts to these

obstructive faetovs.”

  

If he 15 serious about negotiations. de Klerk must remove these

and other obstructive factors. prec1ee1y to create a elleate

conducive to negotiations. As the diatinquxahed Heads of State

who are members of the DAU Ad-Hoe Commzttee on Southern rxea

are aware. the ANC, in consultation with the democratlc

our country. has been working to elaborate and consult

more comprehensive poeltion on the xseue of a negotiated

reeolutlon ef the South African queetxon, a noeltzon which glvee

due recognition ta the vital necessity to continue and 1ntensxfy

the internal struggle in all its forms as well as heighten

international pressures until apartheld is ended.
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Ne believe very strongly that such a position should. at a later

stage. he discussed by and receive the support of - indeed be

adopted by - the OAU. so that. as with other fundamental Lesuee

that confront the continent. there should be an African position
on the important question of a political settlement 0f the South

African question.

His Excellency. President Kenneth Kaumda, spoke in some detail

and I thought very persuasively to this point. in the course of

his interventien this morning. The matter was also raised by the

Hon. Miniater-for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Senegal at

the Ministerial Council meeting. following my mentioning these

ideas to him when we met in Paris recently.

The idea that it is sought to elaborate, springs from the

knowledge that as apartheid appears to be yielding ground and to

the extent that it is. and giving promise of a breakthrough to a

new order. many forces in the world. many individuals and

organisations, international forces that have been involved in

the struggle against apartheid. would want to continue their

involvement and contribute to the final onslaught.

There is likely to be a competition of solutions by forces that

are rightly concerned and would like to see a solution. In the
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process. unless Africa comes in with a solution. with a plan. it

might he marginalieed and forced in the end to participate in

plane worked out in goei faith by others but which might not

necessarily Suit the African interest.

He have thought that the idea should start from the fighting

forces in South Africa themselves. They must unite around a plan.

a position by which the struggle is advanced further. by

agreement. to suit the ends. the interests of the people who have

been the Victims of this apartheid regime. Therefore

consultatione akout this plan have to begin within South Africa.

He thought there was anether dimenaion to the apartheid

problem. It affects, quzte immediately. the Frontline States.
They become pert of the liberation movement in terms of their
being a target of this criminal system. They are involved
immediately. They must be involved immediately in a solution
that must be worked out. Therefore the idea was that whatever we
produce within South Africa. would be presented to the Frentline
States for their contribution to the ideas so that they adopt the

plan too as a regional plan to be brought ta Africa. Africa must

have the final say.

It wculd naturally have great regard to the ideas of these wh:

are immediately on the ground. It was these ideas that we

outlined to H.E. Freeident Traore and the Senegalese Foreign

Minister. Without a plan - because there is no plan as yet; we

are in the process of working on the plan - but we appreeiate the

urgency for us te take the high ground hefore others occupy it.
Therefore there is some urgency'in Africa evolving this plan and

working out an African position.

I may mention. Mr Chairman. Your Excellenciee. that the plan
should not be exclusive to Africa. Africa does not necessarily

want to monopoliae the solution. but to have a controlling hand.

It should therefore be a plan that accepts the readiness of the

international community to participate in resolving the situation

in South Africa. But it would be an African plan that takes in

the contributions of other forces who have been our partners in

the struggle against apartheid.

Accordingly, we wish to propose that this august Assembly should

endorse the idea of the elaboration of such an African plan and
mandate its special organs. the Frontline States and the Ad-Hoc

Committee on Southern Africa to work with us to produce this

African plan. We are convinced that this is urgent and will
respond to the deep—seated desire of all the peoples of our
continent to end the apartheid system as econ as possible and to

do so with the minimum of blood shed and destruction.

Mr Chairman:

The all-round struggle to liquidate the apartheid crime against

humanity must continue with even greater intensitbAccordingly.

the ANC wishes to reaffirm its commitment to the escalation of
that struggle on all its Fronts. I refer of cou‘ee to the mass

palitical offensive. the armed etruggle and the campaign for the

total international isolation 6f apartheid South Africa,

including the imposition ef mandatory and comprehenSive

sanctions.

With regard to these issues. we humbly urge thia Assembly to

approve the resolution on South Africa placed before it by the

CAD Council of Ministers. The adaption and implementation of that

resolutien would constitute an important contribution to the

escalation 0f the effeneive against t.e apartheid regime, the

cemmon enemy of all people of conscience.

He would like to take this opportunity to thank the DAU which,

through its Liberation Committee. has given us the material

assistance which has helped us to advance the struggle to the

point where it is today.

Similarly. we would like to express our gratitude to the African

countries which have given us invaluable aeaistance at the

bilateral level. Needless to say. the ongoing struggle for the

liberation of South Africa requires even more support. We shall

therefore continue to rely on this Organisation and the sister

peoples of Africa to provide us with the means to escalate our

offensive for the liquidation of the apartheid system.

He would like to conclude. Mr Chairman. by reaffirming our

unbreakable solidarity with SNAPO and the fraternal people of

Namibia. As before. we stand firmly with them in the struggle to

liberate their ceuntry. we shall do everything in our power to

oppose all attempts by the Pretoria regime to obstruct the

independence process or to destabiliae Namibia. We wish our

comradee-in-arms of SNAPO all success in the forthcoming

elections and lock forward to celebrate with them the
independence of the dear country. It is a matter of common cause

that SNAPO needs everything it can get to enable it to wage an

effective election campaign. We therefore appeal for more
assistance to be extended to this brother liberation movement.

Similarly, we wish to reiterate our friendship and solidarity

with the Pelieario Front and the PLO as well as their respective

peoples and states. Their victories will be ours as well‘ part of

the human process whereby the emancipation of each people

reinforces the freedom of others.

We wish them success in their struggles and express our

solidarity with others who fight for their liberation. including

the people of El Salvador. Guatemala and East Timor. We do firmly

believe that freedom is indivisible and therefore see ourselves

as part of the great universal movement which strives for

independence. democracy. social progress and peace.

i struggle of the people of Southern Africa for the realisation

 
 


