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THE National Medical and Dental Association and the Health 
Workers Association yesterday slammed the Transvaal’s 
department of hospital services as the furore over the victimisa- 

  

n of the doctors 
who criticised 
conditions at Bara- 
gwanath Hospital 
worsened. 

Nineteen of the 101 
doctors who signed a 
letter describing 
conditions at the 
hospital as ‘“‘deplor- 
able’’ have been 
warned to apologise to 
warned to apologise or 
lose their jobs. 

Unity 
In a statement yester- 

day Namda said: “We 
condemn the high- 
handed manner in 

which the situation is 
being handled by the 
provincial “authorities. 
Furthermore the 
methods used to under- 
mine and divide the unity 
of the concerned doctors 
must be deplored.” 

  

The Health Workers 
Association said that the 
threatened dismissals 
could lead to further staff 

Seniors doctors 
the sack 

shortages at the already 
overworked hospital. 

Tt said the action by the 
authorities had “strong 
elements of repressive- 
ness, vindictivenessand a 
gross insensitivity to the 

health care needs of our 
community”. 

A Soweto medical 
practitioner said that 
instead of being victim- 
ised the doctors “should 
be commended for 
bringing the situation 
the notice of the public”. 
The controversy 

erupted when 101 
doctors at Baragwanath 
signed a letter published 
in the SA Medical Journal 
in  September critising 
conditions at the 
hospital. 

In the ‘letter the 
doctors also accused the 
administration of callous 
disregard for the 

  

conditions. 
After the letter was 

published six of the 
signatories were told that 
their applications for 
new posts at the hospital 
had been turned down. 

Judge 
A Supreme Court 

action brought by the six 
was decided in their 
favour with the judge 
ordering they should be 
given a hearing by the 

      

  

  
By THABISO LESHOAI 
  

  

administration. After 
that hearing they were 
told the decision 
remained unchanged. 

Last week 19 other 
signatories were told to 
apologise or face 
dismissal or refusal of 
post applications. 

Of these, 17 signed and 
their jobs were secured. 
Three of the six doctors 
who instituted the court 
action subsequently 
signed the letters of 

    apology. 
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POLITICAL 
MURDERS 
STOP IT’ SAY UDF, AZAPO 

THE former vice-president of the 
Azanian Students Movement, Mr 
Xolisile Mnyaka, and an unidentified 
man were stabbed to death this week in 
renewed inter-group political fighting 
in Walmer, Port Elizabeth. 

They were killed in the early hours of 
Wednesday morning. 

A third person, Mr Luyandile Tana, 
also a member of Azasm, was badly 
injured during the attack and is in a 
critical condition at the Livingstone 
Hospital in Port Elizabeth. 

Appeal 
According to reports reaching the 

Sowetan, the renewed fighting between 
members of the United Democratic 
Front and the Azanian People’s 
Organisation and its affiliates, started 
at the weekend. Azasm is affiliated to 
Azapo. 

The SAP public relations division in 

Pretoria yesterday confirmed the 
ngs of the two men, stating they 

were attacked by a group of men and 
stabbed to death. Five men have been 
arrested in connection with the killings. 

Both the UDF and Azapo yesterday. 
appealed to their members ‘in Port 
Elizabeth to stop the fighting and 
“these senseless” killings. 

Mrs Albertina Sisulu, president of 

the UDF, said: “We condemn such 
actions. We cannot allow ourselves to 
be used by the system. [ am appealingto 
the members of the two organisations in 
the area to stop killing each other. This 

kind of thing must come to astop,” Mrs 
Sisulu said. 

of Azapo said: “This is a war the UDH 
cannot win.” 

y Mr Lybon Mabasa, deputy president 

He appealed for peace in the area. Mr 
Mabasa also condemned the attack on 
their members. i 

WETAN, FRIDAY, January 8, 1988 

FORMER AZASM BOSS KNIFED 
    

nLybonm...Aupo. 

  
 



  

ANOTHER four ple were killed j, continuing Violence jp Mtfl‘zblllg and 
are; 

The bodies of W0 men Who had been Murde; rdered     

  

and a sljg throat, In anothe, incident jn the area, arsonists 

  

  

      

      

     

       
    

  

      

  

Police fireg at the 
Property when they se 

Were also found i the - I to 

M, 
fe 

2 about 20 k., 
Serious Tom Marj; burg, , 

mage to tyo houses, 8roup of black setfireto 

gk died {ast year. ld At Edendale,  biacy 8 bottle store, 4 shop ar 

e '{“’;" township pear Maritz. icles at 0pping 

,mbafi'";:'h"/:s gy o burg: police saig », compIex. Police sy 

been'slabbaed xpp;mz';.- unknown 8Unman fireq , eXtensive 8¢ was 

Y e Sl shot at 3 pojice vehicle  caygeq {0 property py, 

Police sajg, 
Where “5 8roup of | blacks N0 injurjes Were repory. 

Arsonist had gatherey illegally.» o 
The other Was found at Willow Fountain with    Mmultiple ggap Wounds 

        

     
   Caused 

  
  

  

  

 



    
  

TWO youths were killed in KwaNobuhle township on 
Sunday after a crowd of conservative residents went, 

from house to house searching for radicals, police’ 

. said yesterday. . . 3 

Police spokesman Major Eddie Everson said 

~ some'1 500 black adults marched through KwaNo- 

buhle in the Eastern Cape early on Sunday morning. 

“They identified houses where they felt there 

were troublemakers, brought out furniture and 

burned it in the streets,” he said. Furniture was 

burned at eight houses. E 

He said the bruised bodies of two black youths. 

aged about 18, were found in the township on the 

same day but it was not known whether their deaths 

were connected with the march. 

. The deaths have not been reported in the daily 

unrest reports of the Bureau for Information. 

Major Everson said groups of youths identified as 

belonging to the United Democratic Front fled from 

the township when the march began. 

He said the marchers called themselves the “Afri- 

can Pers: oncerned Committee” and maintained 

—= 7= " they had no political 
connections. He said 

they were "ordinary 
adults. basically. paren- 
ts” and were not armed. 

Conservative black 

vigilantes have clashed 
with radical “comrades™ 

in a number of town- 

ships. — Sapa-Reuter. 
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Police 2 

ban ANC 
birthday 
and Mbeki _ 
rallies 

By Jo-Anne Collinge 

The Acting Commissioner of Po-" 

lice has used emergency power o 

to impose a 10-day ban on allii 

rallies in Johannesburg and it 

Roodepoort. 

    

       

    

    

   

that commemorate: 

the 76th anniversary of the 

founding of the African National 

Congress and to honour recently. ) 

beki. 51 

M'l‘he move appears to be de-: 

signed to counter a rally 

ey B A 
m‘;mhom House in Johan- i 1 

n@% — a national organisa- " 

tion of local youth groups repre-. 

senting some 700000 members: [ 

_ had declared today, the anni- .- 

versary of the founding of the 

ANC, Govan Mbeki Day and had 

called on its affiliates around - 

the country to hold meetings. . 

  

      
  

ORDER 
banning order was pub- 

lished in a special Government 
Gazette yesterday by Acting Po- 
lice Commissioner Roelof Jan-,1 
sen van Vuuren under regula-:+ 
tions promulgated in terms of» 
the Public Safety Act. =h 

Until January 18 it will be il-1 
legal to hold any gathering at.« 
which: ) 
@ “The 76th year of existence of ¢ 
the African National Congress is 
commemorated or celebrated. 
@ p“Homage is paid to Govan 
Archibald Mbeki. 
@ “The release from detention 
of Govan Archibald Mbeki is " 
commemorated or celebrated.” 

Sayco said its decision to hon-, 
our Mbeki on the anniver- 
sary of the founding of the ANC = 
should~ be understood in theci 
proper context. 

ADVERTS e 
I‘We want to make our posi-. 

( tion known that we are not a 
front of the ANC nor do we have-; 
any organisational relationship.: 
with the ANC. But we recognise: , 
its centrality and leadership in s 
resolving the South African 
problem.” § 

ey
 

s 
      
 

   

  The Release Mandela Cam-: 
paign (RMC) has placed adverts 
in several newspapers notingi 
the ANC anniversary. 3 
Commenting on the ban on 

meetings, RMC national organi: 
ser Mr Aubrey Mokoena, said:(, 
“The ban is a farce because the: 
ANC s a reality of the South:) 
African situation. There is no - 
wisdom or sanity in the Govern-| 

        

ment trying to wish it away.” -~ 
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  ANC likely to 
By Tony Stirling 

ANC president Oliver Tambo; i 

that these aspects would be underlined When Tam- 
isolate South Africa in-  bo makes his annual anpj. Versary address in Lusaka today. 

The analysts said it wag 
events at the Tecent ANC significant that most of 

Umkhonto we Sizw:’,lni well as leading members of the sA Co i > such as Joe Slovo, Were absent ftom the Ar- Usha conference jn Tanza- Dia early in December. 

trate on the diplomatic isolation of South Africa, idening the trage boy- Cott against the Country, and internally on labour unrest and jes political 

'S isolation . 

tion was trying to get away from s image of Promoting vjol. ence and of being com- munist dominate, 
It was the Projection of this image that cost the ly in its bid to   

  

become Tecognised as 5 government jn exile, par- ticularly jp Britain ang America, 

isolation of and 
against So 

While terrorism is ex- Pected to remain 5 Ppart of the ANC’s overall strate- gy,   
  

They say there have 

its increasing importance, The ANC’s : been signs recently that 
of activatin, the g‘mpa'gfl Tambo’s health at the age 
bl "“thm- Of 70 is showing signs o 
300 making indi. declining. The ANy o7, 

e mBovermable.ind;. aoctor of information, lisations Thabo Mbeki, s - being mentioied a5 possibe 

    
 



     



     



T’Vh’y Mag 
MARGARET THATCHER ste ped out of 
her RAF VCI10 in the warm Nairobi dusk 
on Monday to begin her first visit to Africa 
since the Lusaka nwealth summit 
of 1979. British Prime Ministers are infre- 
uent visitors to the continent, even 

ugh its problems, mainly from the Y 
. South, have a habit of sitting on No 10 
Downing Street’s doorstep. 

Usually, Prime Ministers have gone to 
. Africa in the interests of rallying r:lipm 

leces- for a regional policy. Thatcher’s p: 
zwr in Kenya was 1d Wilson in 1966 
g:st—UDl in Rhodesia). In Nigeria (which 

sl | visits on Thursday and Friday) it was 
Harold Macmillan, in 1960, breathing the 
first blasts of the “Wind of Change” on a 
continent just stirring from its tor&or. 

Thatcher in Lusaka was m%ed mo- 
tion the developments that p Ian 
Smith and his Rhodesia regime over the 
cliff. While she is in Kenya, Smith’s suc- 
cessor, Robert Mugabe, will be i 
his first days as Executive President of a 
country he intends to turn into a one-party 
Mar;irsyb-l.eninist state. 

- Invitation 

This week’s visits seem to be something 
of a departure from pattern. No new poli- 

; _cies to announce at the two state banquets, 
_unless her aides have her intentions 
‘wrong. Certainly nothing to celebrate. 

* More than a quarter of a century after 
Macmillan’s “Wind of e” ) in 
.Cape Town, the post-colonial era in Africa 
has never looked more like a dingy, totali- 
tarian failure. 

Thatcher is not dgiven to %i.ntlm jour- 
neyings, so why did she go? The search for 

.~ an answer points back to the Vancouver 
Commonwealth summit last October, 

", When her relations with the black African 
members reached a new low. To the de- 

t of the British d tion, there came 
ding from the scow] g throng the bur- 

~ ly figure of President Daniel Arap Moi 

  

Locvir 
OWN CORRESPONDENT 

in London 

  

  

bearing an invitation to visit Kenya in 
return for his visit to Britain last l\&rch 

On this, it was hoped, could be built a 
trip to one of the Frontline states. There 
she would be able to elaborate on the twin 
themes of her detestation of apartheid and 
a Southern African policy that excluded 
further economic sanctions, 

At Vancouver Thatcher had, in a re- 
markable piece of navigation over the 
summit’s rough terrain, enunciated a vir- 
tually new policy. Investment should be 
encouraged, not discouraged, in SA. An 
expanding commerce and industry, in 
their search for skills, would break down 
the barriers of apartheid. 

The African National Congress was 
branded as a “terrorist” organisation. The 
generous flow of aid to the Frontline 
states would continue, with encourage- 
ment to concentrate on repairing their 
own battered infrastructures and econo- 
mies. 

In economic terms it may have been a 
sensible message, but it was not a popular 
one. The summit ended in a raucous se- 

ence of Press conferences. The Front- 
states issued no invitations to Thatch- 

er — and there have been none since — but 
there was one from Nigeria, Black Afri- 
ca’s biggest and most im) t state. 

In Kenya, Thatcher will, perhaps wise- 
1y, concentrate on the economic well-be- 
ing of a country where Britain is not only 
the biggest aid donor but has given more 
than to any other African state. She will 
talk to Moi mainly about bilateral matters 
(he is not over-excited about SA, either) 
and spend the rest of her time visiting 
rural projects, farms, schools, training 
centres, sugar and tea plantations. 

Kenya is not a hap) &comm'y at the 
moment. Its human ri record is under 
fire, the university is closed, the threat of 

1€’s the_% '. 
Gk T 

an AIDS epidemic hangs over the future 
(and has IYready damaged tourism) and 

lls in coffee and tea prices have hit an 
economy rated among the strongest and bri m‘l\{ in Afrlc% - 

to Nigeria, then, where Major-Gen- 
eral Ibrahim Babangida hopes a new poli- 
tical culture will have been founds 
1992, enabling the military to bow out in 
favour of apolitical civilians imbued with 
the right sort of democratic values. His 
chosen instrument is Mamser, the acro- 
nym of the Movement for Mass Mobilisa- 
lon emt!jd'.| Economic Recovery. 

fence. The country recently held non-par- 
ty local elections as a step towards laying 
o foundations of Nigeria’s Third Repub- 

Bannt_:d 
Banned from holding elective office in 

the Utopia-to-be will be former presi- 
dents, prime ministers, heads of state, 
E):emors, military chiefs, members of 

he past Sapreme Sty Sommn and the upreme cil. 
‘The ban also applies to ext:cr{tlve mem- 

bers of banned or defunct political parties, 
politicians, senior public servants and 
military officers indicted or found guilty 
of offences while in office between 1960 
(independence year) and 1992. 

Equally unwelcome will be all those in 
the public and Frlvate sectors who have 
been dismissed from their jobs or indicted 
and o;;unlshed for corruption in the same 

riod. 

All-in-all, there may not be too many 
qunlilieg&eople available to run the coun- 
try in 1992, 

After talks with Babangida in sultry 
Lagos, Thatcher will fly to Kano, in the 
Muslim north-west, where the Emir is 
throwing a durbar for her, complete with 
displays of horsemanship and exotic - music. It sounds more fun than Mamser.     2\ 
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Ex-mayor Thebeha11 hkens himself to Churchi 
  

FORMER Soweto mayor David Thebe- PATRICK BULGER . 
  hah esterday likened himself to Sir 

urchil it G Dle meadow in Greater Soweto 

S i b en sacked the council last all essmg that it had mishandled 
\lsnal for electorates to rej 

The man, who became mayor of SA 'S 
biggest black 
vom!nai%poll 'was S| g at a me- 

dia conference to mark his appointment 
l‘;yl Transvaal Provincial Administrator 

the most  Cruywa; 
f publi , month successful of public servan ) fu 

Thebehali said he had called a media 
inhioT8 Whit 2 conference “to clear up my so-ca!]ed 

controversial appointment”. 

But he gave little indication of what 

llem Cruywagen as administrator of steps he intended taking to collect about - 

R35m in rent arrears in Diep 
arising from the rent boycott. 
only say he saw a need for bemr com- 
munication with residents, pointing out 
to them that “rent” payments were, in 
fact, service charges paid by the council 
to outside parties supplylng electricity, 
‘water and sewerage. 

He said collecting rent arrears was 
not the primary reason for his appoint- 
ment — “there were serious financial 

and administrative problems that had to 
be attended to”. 

Thebehali said he had been unfairly 
accused of the highest salaried 
mayor in SA. is not true. I never 
earned a salary; I was paid an allowance 
for the various posltlons T held in the 
council.” 

Thebehali said he would serve as ad- 
ministrator until municipal elections in. 
October this year. He he would not 
participate in the elections. 

          

   
    

      

   
   

    
  

     



     



  

  

  

    
in September last 

year describing conditions as “disgust- 
ing and delpluble". It was signed by 

rding to the MEC in chnrge of 
MQpIMl:ls, Mr Daan Kirstein, the letter 
- is untrue and if the lignamrlel do not 

sign a letter of apology, they can ex- 
pect action to be taken against them. 
“We are not prepared to employ them,” 
he told The Star. 

A letter drawn up the province 
insists the doctors apologise if they 
wish to retain their positions. 

    

The letter demanding apol 
The crux of a letter drawn ||p 
authorities is that the letter in the 
SAMJ contamed inaccuracies, was 
drawn up by “eminent doctors” 
“motivated” people to sign it in 
faith”. By signing the letter prepa 
by the province, the doctors “a 
edge” that developments and lmptwé 
ments have taken place. 

Three clinics have been set up in 
Soweto and 200 beds opened to Barag- 
wanath at Leratangcel;llosplhl ik 

‘Signatories “concede that there 
been inaccuracies ... we did not know 
about this at the time”. 

“The facts contained in the letter 
were taken on trust from senior aca- 
demic and clinical staff in the wards in 
which we were working. We signed the 
letter on the assumption that tl::sf s 

al facts were cor‘re(l:{. We now 
an incorrect allegat as ma 
about the HF Vi H .. 

“Thus the letter was sigi 
basis that eminent doctors, 
all respect, took the lead in motivating 
people to sign the letter and, ;}i 
doing, we acted in the best of faith. - 

“We f ‘unconditionally 
gise and mm: the lolluwln‘ 
ments are derogatory: 
@ The attitude of the responsible auth- 

| oflflu can only be described as deplor- 

i .Plnnfnrhelp ve been met by in- !’ ‘doctors said, “given the Oiicrénce dng cahl L ce and callous disregard. 
@ The answer ‘filereinnonimzylor 
new facilities”) ) is utterly hypocritical. 
“Furthermore, 

to the aver: 
number of patients and not beds.” - 

nnd callous 
lems are treated with utter contempt by the auth- 

* orities. Nothing is done to correct this affront 
to human dignity, Here is human suffering which 
cannot be portrayed by mere statistics.” 

The doctors said: 
“The conditions in the medical wards at the hospi- 
tal are disgusting and despicable. The attitude of 
the responsible authorities can only be described 

" as deplorable. The state of affairs is inhumane. 
Facilities are completely inadequate ... 
vercrowding is horrendous. 

The 

“Nurses are allocated according to the number 
beds, and not to the number of patients. Ablu- 

facilities are far short of acceptable health 
lrement.s, and ethical standards are undoubt- 
compromised. 

for help have been met by indifference 
disregard. Patients and their prob- 

The letter started by stating that a similar let- 
ter had been sent to the South African Medical 
and Dental Council in 1980 (it was signed by 70 
loctors). Thi was ignored, as well as re- 

ted a ! e Transvaal Pro- 
ial Hospital 

The University of the Witwamnnd waz 
approached, as Baragwanath is a teaching 
tal and appeals were made to the Faclllty of Med- 
icine for support. “Ye 
noc lmproved In@ed lt is worse,” the. letter 

'l'he letteramd%e au'.hon ies have responded 
    

by saying a new hospital is being planned for 
Soweto and that improvements cannot be made to | 
Baragwanath. 

“These statements are devoid of truth,” tI 
passage of time and the 

‘fact that inquiries at provincial level have shm 
there is no 
“The letter stated that the authorities claim 

we acknowledge nurses © there is no money. However, a R300 million hospi- 
.+ tal mainly for whites was being planned alongside J 

. the HF Verwoerd Hospital in Pretoria. 

for this excuse”. 

  

the situation has’| 

    | 
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US compa;l;es can play 
constructife ro 

By Bruce Anderson Jfi'fl ¥ 
A visiting professor from Harvard Business 

1 says he was “bitterly disappointed” when 
the US Congress recently passed le%sshtlnn 
which effectively doubled the tax that 
panies in South Africa would have to pay. 
Professor John Mathews, who is in South Afri- 

ca to present a series of seminars on business 
ethics, says he believes American companies can 
play a constructive role by staying in South 
Africa, despite pressure on them to pull out. 

He said he believes that local South African 
companies also have a considerable role to play 
in solving the country’s social problems. 

: SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 

“South Africa’s are so complex and 
so vast, that I don’t see how any businessman can 
turn his back on the social problems. Saying 
that the government must take care of the social 
problems, is a way of ignoring reality,” he says. 
 Professor Mathews believes that business eth- 
iu“huwstaflwithglrlmofmlndlndm 
emotional mind-set, only then do the tools and 
techmques for implementing changes beeome 
relevant”. 
"Ifymlhaveapersonanhehudollwm- 

pany who does not have personal values that 
translate into good corporate values, then m 
people below him will pick that up.” 

According to Professor Mathews, every lm:i 
ness, whether a large corporation or a small res- 
taurant, functions as both a “moral environ- 
ment” nnd a “moral agent”. 

business is a “moral environment” in the . 
sense that it affects the haj and well- 
of the people who work it. It is a “moral 
agent” because it also affects the lives and well- 
being of people and entities who are external to 

it, for '%mle c suppliers. 
notion of “wul respomlbfllty" which is 

ofunevldzntinpmmnlmumbylocallnd 
foreign firms to uj de schooling and provide 
housing for the tion at large is an enmple 
of a firm acting as a “moral agent”. 

Businessmen in South Africa have proved 
themselves capable of speaking out and disso- 
ciating their companies from apartheid, he says. 

But he also stresses that the apartheid system 
is all-encom]  and that businessmen are in- 
evitably part of system, 
and countries who associate with South Africa. 

Historically, he traces concern about the le- 
gitimacy and morality of business behaviour in 
the United States to roughly 100 years ago. 

Anti-trust legislation, which made it virtually 
impossible to create monopolies, was passed in 
the 1890s. 

WATERGATE INVESTIGATION 
Another wave of interest in business morality 

came in the late 1920s and early 1930s in the 
wake of the stock market crash when legislation 
ggvemlng the financial markets was promulgat- 

The excesses of corporations, which became 
evident following disclosures in the lnvutlllfion 
of Watergate, also “shocked and disgusted” busi- 
nessmen in the United States, he says. 

Tllegal campaign contributions and ‘mghly 
questionable payments to ioreign politicians, 
especially in Japan, were among the practices 
that contributed to what ma; observers de- 
scribed as “corporate Water 

ProlmMalhmaylthhwuofigofthe 
factors that led to a greater interest in business 
morality in the post-Watergate era. 

olé in SA> > 

as are individuals 

Business 

seminars 
Professor John Mathews will 
conduct three seminars in 
South Africa on business. lead- 
ership and corporate morality. 

The seminars have been or- 
ganised by the Harvard Busi- 
ness School Club of SA. 

The first seminar will be 
held at the Carlton Hotel in 
Johannesburg on January 13. 

"This will bé foliowed by by a se- 
minar in Cape Town at the 
President Hotel on Tuesday, 
January 19. 

The final seminar will be 
held on Thursday, January 21, 
at Durban’s Royal Hotel. 

For further information, 
phone Ms Merle Richardson at 
(011) 465-1595 or pager (011) 
393-1020 code 1334.     

   



  

  
South Africa will emerge as an issue 

| in the seven-man ‘Democratic race 

for the American presidency. this 

year, says Mr Herman Nickel, for- 

mer US ambassador to the Republic. 

In an interview he also forecast a 

continuing rough ride this year for 

multinational businesses — not only 

Annflcancothpaniu—
lns«nmm- 

tion and southern African 

nuheJohmanHnlsd
ml 

for Advanced nternational Studies, 

i would be 

ocratic gafiy showed the black and 

liberal anti-apartheid groups among 

them, he said. “One of the recent 

things emerging ever ‘more clearly 

in the way in which we select presi- 

candidates is that it’s neces: 

sary to Qlln support of these 

interests.’ 

White House hopefuls could not 

them, 

ocratic debate. 

The South African issue had be- 

come one where the pro-sanctions 

camp had become identified with the 

‘}.:ENickpl dismissed a:n “a umbz   

SA will feature in the, 

US p'r*/efspjdgntial_ rac 
S foreves. 

From Alan Dunn 

of The Star’s 
e 

‘Washington Bureau 

The anti-apartheid lobby would 

clearly aim for worldwide sanctions 

of its campaign 

Nickel said. 
is a fading of interest 

in South Africa as far 

can public is 

year, 
‘anti-apartheid groups leading con- 

in the US against the 

¥ ‘of multipationals 

in South Africa. 
1f the two-year-old campnim 

inst Shell Oil o g0 

  

concerned, 
the two trends would 

d against each observed, sO 
have to be weighe South Africa had 

come an issue on 
‘poli 

to spend a great 

tal, he added. 

  

jes in South 
On American comj 

which not even 

Africa, Mr I‘fltigcel said a law Con-    deal of political capi- said, these 
much of a dent. 

credits US businesses receive 
il 

relations terms, major 

home for those they paid in the 

public, probably b 

had more bite 
t those firms 

than economic 

sanctions passed 

the year before. 

“But in public 

multination- 

als are very 'sensitive to their 
Congress to have lost some 

'lnterestinSmIthAh'
ica,wi some - 

politicians developing
 second eid movements would 

not stop their campaigns and de- 

mands until they wel 
litical power in 

      

re able to re- 

fix” many on 

of at the time. 

Republicans were 

position tha 
the sanctions 

   

  

Anti-sanctions 
Amendment was 

i 
now in a better 

one of those bits of 

Jegislatit i 
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", Bara: 
4_ 

AS A TEACHING HOSPITAL 
Baragwanath may be the best 

equipped on the continent and 

it has some of the finest skills 

in South African medicine. 

Through their work among the 

underprivileged, “Bara” doc- 
tors have earned a reputation 

for dedication. Yet the staff 

and accommodation shortages 
that have plagued the hospital 

for years threaten to nullify its 
proud record of service. 

Bara’s shortcomings were 
re-emphasised four months 

ago, when more than 100 

interns, registrars and consul- 

tants wrote — as a last resort 

— to the Medical Journal de- 
crying “deplorable and inhu- 
man” conditions at the hospi- 
tal and calling for urgent ac- 

tion to relieve the situation. 
The authorities responded 

by denying six interns appoint- 
ments to senior posts at the 

hospital. Since then a Supreme 

Court judge has ruled the doc- 
tors must be given a hearing. 
Hospital officials are also 

demanding written apologies 
from doctors who signed the 
letter. One registrar who has . 

refused to comply has been 
threatened with dismissal. It is 
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an extraordinary action by a 

hospital in dire need of quali- 
fied staff. > 

Mr Daan Kirstein, MEC in 
charge of hospitals, admits the 

doctors are being punished be- 

cause they won’t apologise for 

telling “untruths”. What un- 

truths? That patients sleep on 
the floor? That the staff can’t 
cope? Perhaps an insight into. 
the mind of the authorities is 
provided by a Deputy Direc- 
tor of Hospital Services who 
told a former senior doctor at 
the hospital that “Baragwan- 

ath serves a Third World com- 
munity, that they (the patients) 

were used to sleeping on the 

floor and that he did not know 
what all the fuss was about”. 

The authorities need to spell 
out whether such comments 
re] nt the official view. In- 
stead of threatening to fire 

doctors, Mr Kirstein and his 

more resources for “Bara”. 
By expressing concern at | 

the situation at the hospital, 
the doctors were surely 
respecting their Hippocratic 

Oath. They should be allowed 

to get on with the business of 

  
 


