


REPORT ON THE | NTERNATI ONAL COUNCI L FOR ADULT EDUCATI ON (| CAE)
AND THE AFRI CAN ASSCCI ATI ON FOR LI TERACY AND ADULT EDUCATI ON
(AALAE) CONFERENCE ON THE FUTURE OF ADULT EDUCATI ON | N SOUTHERN
AFRI CA

PREAMBLE

At the beginning of February 1989 at the invitation of AALAE
twel ve adult educators fromthe fields of trade union education
literacy and | anguage, womren’s education, conmunity educati on and
uni versity-based adult education in South Africa had the
opportunity to participate with conpatriots-in-exile. with adult
educators fromthe rest of Africa, fromparts of Latin Anerica,
Asia, Europe and North Anerica, in a three day conference which
focused on THE FUTURE OF ADULT EDUCATI ON I N SOUTHERN AFRI CA

This was one of the rare occasions where South African adult
educators _froma spectrum of adult education activity were able
to nmeet as 'adult educators’ thenselves. Mst often we neet as
"literacy workersi, 'trade. union educators’,’university-based
adult educators’ etc. 'In addition it was the first tine that we
were able formally to nmeet conpatriots-in-exile who are invol ved
in adult education. In addition, it was the first tine that we
were able to neet officially with other African adult educators,
along with coll eagues fromother parts of the world.

During a very hectic three days nost of the South Africans
present nanaged to nmeet informally under the trees of the
University of Zinbabwe. It was during these neetings that we
decided to wite and distribute a report on the conference to as
many adult educators who are part of our networks as possible.
We felt that there were several areas of commpn concern anongst
us and that there were nany possibilities for sharing resources,
training opportunities, information etc. In the long termwe felt
that the possibilities for the formation of some nore pernanent
structure, through which adult educators could comunicate and
work with one another and with other adult educators from around
the world, should be expl ored.

We felt that there are many exciting possibilities opening up for
adult educators and learners to gain frominteraction and
exchange with adult education activities particularly in Latin
America, Asia and Africa. W hope that through this report and
through informal meetings in different regions of the country we
are able to share our experiences and use these as a basis for
taking the discussion of 'The Future of Adult Education in

Sout hern Africa’ further within our organisations.



BACKGROUND

Last year the | CAE and AALAE changed their policy towards South
African adult educators who are part of the struggle for a
denocratic, nonracial future for the country. Previously, and in
line with the ANC policy of total acadenic boycott, they had

i mpl emented a total boycott of adult educators in South Africa
and Namibia. Now, in line with recent policy changes within the
i beration nmovenents to a selective rather than total boycott
position, | CAE and AALAE have adjusted their policy.

Wth this change in policy AALAE decided to have the focus of
their 1989 Conference The Future of Adult Education in Southern
Africa. They set about organising the conference in close
consultation with the liberation novenents, SWAPO, PAC and ANC.
They al so consulted with people inside the country. Because of
various constraints they could only invite a |limted nunber of
adult educators frominside the country. In the invitations they
attenpted to get a cross section of adult educators fromthe
different sectors and fromdifferent regions of the country i.e.
trade union education, literacy, wonmen, university-based adult
education, non-formal education institutions, comunity
education. There were equal nunbers of representatives invited
fromthe liberation novenents. Decisions as to whom shoul d be
invited were nade by the AALAE conference organising conmittee.
The Conference was one of several consecutive events which
occured at the tinme on the University of Zi nbabwe canpus. The
events included neetings of the AALAE Executive Council, the | CAE
Executive Council and the Wnen’s Program of the | CAE. The
conference was the cul mination of the events.

The 200 participants at the conference came from 50 countries of
the world - Africa (virtually every country of Africa was
represented, with the Anbassador of the QAU al so in attendance),
Latin America (Peru, Ecuador, Chile, Mexico), Carribean, Asia
(I'ndia, Thailand, Sri Lanka, Malaysia), Europe (Denmark, Finland,
Britain, Holland, Wst Gernany, France), North Anerica (Canada,
US A)

The South Africans frominside the country who were there were
fromLearn and Teach, SACHED, Speak Collective, English Literacy
Project, USWE, iEnglish Resource Unit, COSATU Educati on, COBERT,
Adult Literacy and Advice Centre (Unata), and CACE at the
University of Western Cape. South Africans in exile were from
Zanbi a, Angol a, Tanzani a, Zi nbabwe and Finland. There were sone
problenms with visas, tickets etc, which nmeant that not all those
invited actually arrived.



CONFERENCE PROGRAMVE

Tuesday 31 January 1989 :

Theme - The Adult Education Movenent in Africa

Panel i sts spoke from Angl ophone, Francophone, Arabophone and
Lusophone Africa. A panel of speakers al so spoke specifically on
"The Situation in the SADCC Countries’.

The keynote address was given by Vice-President of Zi nbabwe,
Conr ade Si non Miuzende.

Wednesday 1 February 1989

Theme - Adult Education in South Africa and Nam bi a

One of the main speakers, Vusi Khanyile, was not able to attend.
The South African presentation then becane a collective effort
with a panel speaking about University-based Adult Educati on,
Trade Uni on Education, Community Education, and Literacy.

Nam bi an speakers addressed Adult Education Provision inside
Nam bi a and anongst Nam bian exiles in SWAPO Centres in Zanbia
and Angol a.

Interest Group Discussions were held around the four areas
addressed by the South African panel. The discussions had as part
of their focus, ideas for a Draft Plan of Action in relation to
Adult Education in South Africa and Nami bi a.

Thursday 2 February 1989 .

Theme - The G obal Adult Educati on Movemnent

Panel i sts spoke fromthe perspectives of Asia, Caribbean, Europe,
Latin Anerica, and North Aneri ca.

Bef ore the closing of the Conference a Draft Plan of Action was
di scussed that was a synthesis of the ideas for action com ng out
of the Discussion Goups. The final address by Dr Budd Hall,
CGeneral Secretary of the | CAE, focused on 'The contribution of
the A obal Adult Education Mwvenent to the support of South
Africa and Nam bia’.

A Cul tural Show on Thursday evening with cultural groups from

Zi mhabwe, the PAC, ANC and Mexico conpleted the event. One

i nportant dinmension of the conference was the participation of a
Mexi can popul ar education group, Los Leones de la Sierra de

Xi chu. They had been on a tour of countries of Southern Africa
where they shared with peasant conmunities and cul tural workers
their music and their solidarity in their struggles against the
South African regi me. Each day they performed new songs which
reflected their perceptions and their grow ng understandi ng of
conditions in Southern Africa.



TENTATI VE PLAN OF ACTI ON

The conference produced a number of perspectives and action
possibilities which energed fromthe working groups and whi ch
were synthesi sed by the Conference Task Force. These will form
the basin of ongoing discussions in AALAE and | CAE and by
participants with their constituenci es back hone.

A. Inmplications of the policy of selective boycott

1. There was cl ear acknow edgerment of the problenms which the
shift fromtotal to selective boycott will have for severa
countries and institutions in Africa. There is still a policy
of total boycott in several governments of Africa. Participants
recogni sed that together with the |iberation novenents they will
have to work to persuade coll eagues etc of the correctness of
AALAE’ s position.

2. Mechani snms for the inplenentation of the selective boycott
were discussed and the feeling was that the 'flood gates shoul d
not be opened’ i.e. there needs to be careful control of the
contact with South Africans and Namibians - it was agreed that
contact shoul d happen only with adult educators frominside after
consultation with the liberation novenents and/or their allies.
B. Actions of Solidarity :

1. 'Disclosure of Foreign Funding Bill’ - A pending bill in
South Africa relates to control of funds from outside the
country. The conference saw the bill as an attenpt to limt or

silence oppositional activity. Mdst of the current adult
educational practice is dependent on private funding. The
conference rejected the bill and resolved to bring it to the
attention of the QAU, U N and any other relevant body in "an
attenpt to have it withdrawn. Donor agencies would be asked to
take stands of solidarity with their projects inside the country.
2. The conference expressed solidarity with adult educators
suffering under repressive conditions and resolved to highlight
the plight of these adult educators when necessary.

C. Building the Adult Education Moyvenent

1. The conference agreed that exchange programmes shoul d be

devel oped with adult | earners and adult educators frominside the
countries of South Africa and Nami bia and ot her African
countries, Latin America and el sewhere.

2. The neeting felt that the 1990 Year of Literacy could be used
by the South African and Nami bians to connect into a gl oba
action around a commpn cause. It was al so agreed that the Year
shoul d expose conditions in South Africa and Nam bi a whi ch hanper
the pronotion of literacy work.

3. Possible joint training progranmes should be expl ored where
appropri ate.

4. The neeting acknow edged that AALAE is an appropri ate pan-
African organisation to bring adult educators of all of Africa

t oget her.



SOVE KEY | DEAS AND CONCERNS TO EHERGE THROUGH THE PROGRAMVE

I nt roducti on:

It is very difficult to capture the richness of the formal and

i nformal discussions that took place during the conference. A
we can do is select sonme insights and ideas that were expressed
and which we found interesting. There were few formal papers
avai | abl e and sonme of these were in French, Portuguese or

Spani sh. If people are keen to find out nore detail about the
programre content you could contact one of the participants whose
nanes and addresses are enclosed at the end of the report. W
have sel ected to focus on sone issues arising out of
presentations on Africa, Latin America and North Aneri ca.

1. Adult Education in Africa :

a) The Context of Africa was ever present in the conference.
Adult Education activity is influenced and often a response to
one of nany social, economc, political or cultural conditions.
Speakers referred to conditions, for exanple, of war, fam ne,

ref ugees, poverty, national debt, apartheid, neo-colonialism
mlitary dictatorships,. one-party and nulti-party governnents,
mass Villiteracy, multiple |anguages, religions i.e. |slam
Christianity, traditional beliefs, multiple cultures, m grant

| abour practices, inferior position of wonen, and nultiple forns
of resistance to the various practices of authoritarian control
The questions that underlay much di scussion were - of what

rel evance is adult educati on? How can adult education |ink up
with social and political novements to assist with 'the
liberation of Africa’ ? What will the challenges be for adult
education in 'post-apartheid South Africa and Nam bi a?

Several speakers nentioned that the enthusiasmfor adult
education which was linked to fornms of national devel opnent in
the 19605 and 1970s had waned. The fight against illiteracy has
rel axed. The energy in Non-CGovernment- Organi sati ons(NGOs) has

| essened. The training of adult educators has also fallen off. A
nunber of the programmes are di sappearing. Wat went wong?

A speaker from Mocanbi que partially answered the question by
tal ki ng about their experience:

"Si nce i ndependence there has been a joint effort at building the
nati ons of Mocanbi que and Angol a, but these efforts have been
underm ned by national and international economc crises and the
war of aggression supported by South Africa. There has been no
peace since i ndependence. The effects of the destabilisation is
that nmany people are in a desperate situation, with the war
havi ng destroyed much of the countriesi infra-structures.

The role of adult education in this is to raise peopleis

consci ousness to understand and act in the situation. The
enphasi s has been on adult basic education and fornmal education



Efforts have still to be made with regard to other forns of Adult
Education. Basic skills to nmeet basic needs specifically in rura
areas are necessary. There is a need for survival skills.
Educati on for peace and devel opnent is needed. W nen need to have
key roles in this. There nmust be encouragenent of south-south
exchanges. The Mexi can group of musicians highlighted for many
that Adult Education is not only about reading and witing -
different sectors must work jointly if we are to succeed.

The government departnments are involved in adult education and it
was easy to nobilise people soon after independence. Wth all the
contraints the enthusi asm has waned. There had been massive
literacy canpaigns in Angola and Myzanbi que. There is a | ack of
books, |ack of audio-visual aids and there is war. There needs to
be an integration of literacy canmpaigns into the nationa

devel opnent effort. There need to be regional training programmes
for training adult educators and international solidarity to

hi ghl i ght what is happening in our region ...... "

b) Nam bia and South Africa : Adult Education in the |iberation
novenents and inside Nam bia

The ANC has adult education programes in various canmps in Angol a
and el sewhere. They have the Sol onon Mahl angu Col | ege in

Tanzani a which is now 10 years old. The issue of literacy and
school equivalent certificates seenms paranmount. The PAC has what
they call ’'extension units’. Swapo has al so concentrated on
conpensatory adult education - they devel oped progranmes for

adul ts using the distance education nodel. They al so devel oped
materials that were relevant for adult |earners. The Nani bi an
Extension Unit was set up in 1982 - it offers courses for
refugees in Study Skills, English, Basic Maths, Primary Health,
Basic Agriculture. Since 1983 there has been an ongoi ng canpai gn
to elimnate illiteracy anong cadres, the elderly and womnen.

O her courses to teach people English after literacy in their

not her tongue are al so run

I nside Nam bia there are a nunber of adult education programmes
coordi nated by busi ness foundations, by the mnes, by the Counci
of Churches, and by the governnent. There are Basic Education
Programmes run by the governnent; there is the National Literacy
Programme which is a non-profit NGO in-house training schenes by
the m nes; continuing education by the Rossing Foundation e.g.

| anguage courses, commercial courses, vocational courses. The
Counci | of Churches provides correspondence opportunity for
school |evel courses. There is also a project called the
Vocational Training Centre Nam bia - this is for sem-skilled
techni cal qualifications, general education till std. 7 - sem -
skilled artisans are enabled to set up their own snal

enterpri ses.

In South Africa : South African participants sketched the adult
education scene and spoke in sone depth about trade union
education, literacy, conmunity education, university-based adult
education, and noted the inportance also of industrial training,
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i ncome- generation projects, school equival ency adult education
health etc.

2) Adult Education in Latin Anerica

The General -Secretary, Francisco Vio Grossi, of CEEAL, the Latin
Anerican Association for Adult Education, highlighted what he saw
as important issues for adult education in his region

I mportant issues for adult educators in Latin Anerica are -:

# the struggle for denocracy

# the defence of denobcracy, and

t the deepeni ng of denocracy.

There is econonmic crisis despite various devel opnent projects.
The foreign debt dom nates. The struggles of the poor, wormen and
ethnic mnorities continue. Sone conclusions, that Vio Goss
presented were

1. The main task of Adult Education in Latin America is to

col l aborate in overcom ng ranpant authoritariani snmh - denocratise
civil society. The purpose is to create new denpcratic societies.
2. The struggles of South Africa and Nami bia are their own. The
success with denmpcratising their own countries would nean taking
away sone of the staunchest supporters of the S. A regine.

He felt that there was nmuch reciprocai |earning that could and
shoul d take place between Latin America and Southern Africa and
to this end there shoul d be an exchange of popul ar educators and
materi al s between SA/ Nami bia and Latin Anerica.

3. Adult Education in North America

A brief sketch of Adult Education in North America was given

whi ch highlighted some current concerns. Adult Education occurs
in the trade unions, with wonen, in the churches, in solidarity
novenents etc. Factors in that context include unenploynent which
is assisted by free trade from SE Asia. Wth the ascendancy of
the , conservatives to government office, the state has w t hdrawn
certain social programmes. The adult education nmovenent finds
that it has to fight to protect what has been won previously.

An inportant concern for adult educators is the power of the

tel evision and radi o. There are few educational and cultura
contributions. Adult Educators are trying to create conmunity
radio and TV where a different vision of the world (other than
busi ness and show busi ness) can be shown. The speaker argued that
acritical analysis of the TV is needed. Qther trends that were

i mpacting on forns of adult education were

t the aging popul ati on, which nmeant that nore programes were
bei ng devel oped for the elderly,

# the imm gration of econom c refugees who are swelling the
nunbers within marginalised groups. There is raci smand thus the
need for education for integration

t the position of wonmen has changed so that there are now many
nore wonen as single parents where there are linited finances.
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There is a major economic crisis for wonen.

| there is a global novenent concerned with the protection of

envi ronnent .

I N CONCLUSI ON

The conference has given a group of South Africans from both

wi thin and outside the country the opportunity to begin to think
about the challenges of adult education in Southern Africa both
now and in a future, denocratic society. It has put on the agenda
the possibilities of connecting with adult educators in the rest
of Africa, Latin America, Asia and other parts of the world. It
has opened up the possibilities for South African adult educators
to engage nore actively with the devel opment of the theory and
practice of adult education both in Africa and nore gl obally.

The possible inpact of South African voices joining the adult
education debates in Africa was recognised by the secretary-
general of AALAE. M Paul Wangool a. He said

"There are nmany adult educators in Africa who have a
"technocratic’ approach. The South Africans and Nani bi ans are far

nore 'politicall. In Southern Africa adult education is a
nobi | i sing and organi sing tool to bring about fundanental change.
For many adult educators in Africa there will be a range of

notives which they bring to their adult education work - part of
a professional job, part of a social welfare function, part of
the building of particular values and orientations in the

soci ety, and also nobilising for change.” He went on to say in
hi s address that

"W do not engage in literacy and adult education for its sake,
but as a vehicle to address and find solutions to the devel opment

needs of the African peoples ..... It is accordingly inperative
for adult education to address the major devel opnent issues of
the African continent..... these include

t the independence and integrity of the African continent as a
whol e.

# war and vi ol ence

t the debt

t the participation of wonmen in decision-making in all |evels and
in all processes of devel opnent

t authoritariani sm

# political, economic, social, cultural, institutional and

envi ronnent al decay

t generalised pauperisation whereby the niddle class is being
prol et ari ani sed.

Al'l the above devel opnent chall enges call for social action, for
peopl es, institution building, and capacity building within
comunities."

Conmi ng out of the eonference are questions for progressive adult
educators in South Africa about how we wi sh to build on and
devel op the di scussion on the future of adult education in SA?



Nanmes and Addresses of South African Organisation. Present
SACHED, P.O. Box 8451, Cunberwood 3235

Adult Literacy, P.O Box 85, Untata, Transkei

USWE, P.QO Box 1290, Highlands North, Johannesburg
SACHED, Box 6043, Durban 4000

Learn and Teach, Box 11074. johannesburg 2000

. English Literacy Project, 314 Dunwell House, 35 Jorissen
Street Braanfontein 2017

7. COBERT, P.0. Box 19. Langa 7455

8. English Resource Unit, CIC, 36 Ecunenical Centre, 20 St
Andrews Street, Durban

9. Speak Collective, Durban

10. COSATU, P.0. Box 1019, Johannesburg 2000

11. Centre for Adult and Continui ng Educati on (CACE), University
of the Western Cape, Private Bag X17, Bellville 7530
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