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Speaker’s Notes
SHARPEN YOUR VI G LANCEE
The events of the past three nmonths of this year ring |like a barrage of
fire directed at the ANC and the nass denocratic novenent. First there
was the attack on one of the principal installations of the ANC in Lusaka.
This was the blast in the culvert of the driveway to this installation towards.
the end of January, 1988. Then followed, in nore or |ess rapid succession
attacks in Bul awayo and Brussels in February; Gaberone, Paris, the banning
of 17 organisations within the country, the closure of the New Nation
(threats of simlar closures are hanging over the Wekly Mil, the Sowetan
and South), and so on, in March; and finally the attack in Maputo on Apri
7 1088. '
These attacks are quite hefty: the assassination of a senior nenber of the
ANC and its Chief Representative in France, Dulcie Septenber, the |oss of
ot her experienced cadres in other attacks and the permanent physical incapa-
citation of one of the nbst expenienced | awers of our Mowvenent, Al bie Sachs.
Thev are, however, bv no neans devastating or fatal. For themto be thus
the eneny will have to kidnap, ban and |iqui date the whol e popul ation, as
Al'l an Boesak put it recently.
Rat her than cow ng our people,into subm ssion or slackening our armed endeavours,
the eneny has been shocked by the varied response to this repression by
our people. New contingents have been thrown into the struggle, new avenues
of struggl e have been devel oped: the canpuses, churches, npbsques, etc. On
the battlefield the eheny is being engaged in sonme of the fiercest encounters
in recent times - one such was the military confrontation with soldiers
of Unkhonto we Sizwe in the Northern Transvaal a few weeks ago. In this
battl e, which lasted for nore thanlten hours, the enenmy was forced to throw.
in wave after wave of his crack troQps: helicopterlgunships, paratroopers,
etc. These were beaten off with heavy casualties and our conrades successfu-
1y eluded the enenx’ and are safe in their sanctuaries inside the country.
But then why these assassinations and attenpted assassinations? Is it perhaps
the definition by the enenmy of newiterrains of the conflict? O is it the
behavi our of desperation, of having gone conpletely crazy?
I
It will be recalled that our President, Cobrade Qiver Tanbo, has been alerting
our people and the international community since Decenber 1986, of a new
di mrension in the eneny’s schenmes agai nst the struggle of our people for
liberation - decapitation of our |ibehation noyement. The regine in Pretoria
has now enbarked on this canpai gn. Hencevthese assassi nations, ki dnappings,
etc. The court proceedings in London threw nore light into these nefarious
nmachi nati ons of the Botha/Malan clique in Pretogia: a hitalist of...
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...a hit-list of../ i ,

.J.the | eadership has been drawn, various forces have

been prepared to materialise this |ine of approach a its own special forces,
synpathetic elenments in the various countries, mercenaries, and so on

In the light of this situation of madness of,the eneny, we need to take

much nore seriously the intentibn of the eneny agai nst our struggle and

our people. Besides the commpn sense el enent of vigilance in the state of

war we are in - being wary of suspicious |looking letters, parcels, changes

in the environs of our residences andvreans of transport, prying el enents

in our living and working quarters and around our neans of transportation -
we need to be even nore exacting on ourselves in questions of discipline.
There nust be a very clear distinction between our actions on a day-to-day
basis fromthose of the enenmy elenents infiltrated within our ranks.

\Y,

In order to understand theSe schenes of the apartheid regine better we

need to throw a qui pk | ook at the past few years. The regime’s Defence M nister
Magnus Mal an i ssued a fresh reninder to us only very recently. Speaking

on the banks of the Linpopo River in the wake of what they called a rocket
attack on a farnmhouse in the area Malan said "...whenever thei ANC is, we

will elimnate it."” (Star 20/2/88). He added "...we are no |onger interested
in the neighbouring states." (what a cheek!).

In the past the reginme perceived the threat facing it as emanating from
outside, particularly fromthe states in the region. The strategi sts of

the regine held that once cl osed-these all eged_bases of the ANC-the reginme
will then, in peace, proceed with.its nodernisation programres of the systen
of col onisation and exploitation of our people. For once the external |aunching
pads were renpoved then the soacal |l ed encouragenment to rebellion of our people
will be done away with and the people will then beconelas it were, acconplices
in their own oppression. The few el enents that had been "infiltrated" will

be mopped up by its armed forces.

To this end the regi mre adopted a two-pronged approach - mlitary threats

and econom c incentives. It set about |aunching repeated raids against the
countries in the region while at the same tinme offering to conclude onurous
and servile security pacts with these countries. In relation to countries

far afield Pretoria staged attacks on the representati ons of the ANC - London,
St ockhol m

In the event, the strategy brough limted returns to the apartheid regine -
nost of the countries in the region rebuffed these schemes.

Against all the previous calculations of Pretoria the armed struggle shot

up, both in magnitude and quality. The area defence systemthat has been

el aborated to deal with the armed struggle internally came to naught. The
regi ne was even forced to redirect the thrust of what it designated

"reaction force’ - the Permanent’ Force - from external aggression and depl oy
it in repression and suppression roles within the country, in the African
townshi ps. ’

On the other hand, the actions of the nasses of our people also increased
astronom cal l v and consol i dated thensel ves intricately on the terrain within
the country. The eneny had | ost the political initiative.
This situation spans’roughly the period 1982 to the first half of 1986.
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In the wake of the failures of this approach the eneny feverishly set about
searching for and el aborating other schenes - donpl ete physical annihilation
Internally the regi ne introduced the kitskonstabel phenomenon - rudinentarily
trained armed nmen (|l unpen and unenpl oyed el enents) - and, nobst recently;

the cut-throats of its bantustan creations (’independent’ and ot herw se)

as the Pietermaritzburg events so graphically illustrate.

The phenonenon of kitskonstabels and the vigilante concept of both the

1986 and the 1987 to date types, is a clear indicator of the failure of

the various draconian states of emergencies in the history of the country
now in force. Their introduction mark the setting in of two closely rel ated
traits of the situation in the country - the irreversibility of the determ -
nation of our people dn the one hand, and the equal determ nation of the
eneny to resort even to medieval and barbarous forns of struggle to maintain
its rule. Hence the novel concept of the decapitation of the liberation
novenent and the mass denocratic novenment. "

These occult fornms of doing battle with opponents are not entirely newin

the history of conflicts. They were resorted to by Htler towards the end

of the Second Wrld War. On the eve of this surrender Rhodesia’s lan Smith
turned the fury of his frustration on the |eadi ng personnel of the Z nbabwean
Li berati on Movenent in Zanbia and Mozanbi que.

At the end of the day, the determ nation and vigilance of the forces of
liberation buried Nazi Gernany and Smth's Rhodesia. The tottering Botha/ Ml an
regime is staring this eventuality in the face. Wth hei ghtened vigil ance

let us attack and advance! Not an inch to the racist beast!!!

ENDS 19. 04. 88
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