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Cde Cyril Ranmaphosa

Secretary Genera

ANC

29 July 1991

Dear Conrade Secretary General

RE: RE- STRUCTURI NB AND POTENTI AL OF THE ANC HEALTH DEPARTHENT

, | wite to draw your attention to this matter which has been
di scussed by all existing regional health structures. This led tc-

t he unani nous adoption of the enclosed resolution by the Health

Commi ssion at National Conference.

The-resolution first noted the political potential of health as

an issue and the needs for both denocratic accountability and

nati onal co-ordination. It then "(directed) the NEC and RECs to

establish an ANC Departnment of Health with a national conmmttee

cnnpri sed of representatives of Regional Health Committees

denocratically elected fromgrassreots branch nenbership”.

we believe that the matter is urgent. South Africa spends 5, B% Of

GNP on health care and 80% of our people depend on public

facilities. The state is noving quite rapidly to reorgani ze and

- privatize this sector, without any real response fromthe ANC

I ndi vidual s are asked on an ad hoc basis to present an AND vi ew

on health but there is no cohordinati one and the views and

strengths of the regions are net being tapped.

. At an informal neeting in Cape Town on 20 July 1991 nenbers of

Regi onal Health Structures of Border, N Cape, PNV, N Tvl and S

Nat al unani mously requested the PHV Rgiohal Health Committee to.

take this matter forward and to keep all regions infornmed,

through their RECs, of what is happening in this regard.

| amwiting therefore on their behalf and 160k forward to an

early reply.

| enclose a copy of the resolutions fremthe Health Conmm ssion

and al so a brief document on the background t0 the call for a

restructuring of the Health Departnent.

Yours in the struggle,

cc. Sec. PW REC

TimNi | soh | Sec. Health Dept

Chair, PNV Regional Health Cormitt All RECs (attention

The Peopl e Shai T Govern! health committees)
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African National Congress

Nati onal Congress - Durban July 1991

FROM

Draft Resolution mthe Health Conm ssion

Thi s conference

NOTI NG

a) thepotential of hnhhasatt issm rwnd whichtonobiliseandorgani se the nmasses;
b) mendt ocr cmaf ndmxghwhi chnenber shi pcanar ucul awi t sdenmmandcanbew ddycmhed

m ssuesnhti ngt ohal t h:

c) themdfanati anl ndi nti ononheam ssues;

d) thatvety fw nmmmmesnblished so far;

RESOLVES

5 a) Todi ntttt hECandRECst oenabl i shnANCDepart ment of Heal t hwi t hanat i mt ai conmi tt cecomnui sedof
N

hm representatives of Regional Health Committee: denocratically elected frommamas bud! m

anbetship. 1'0.

b) Townmmammmmmmmanmmraanw

smmcuuesntonveueassonmaspossi bl el anai mm consuhat i vecenf aencem

i) prepare a Health Policy docrmem for submnission to the NBC

ii) to finalise the structure and functioning of the ANC Hahn Depart nment.
iii) to develop a national programe of action around Health.

NOTE: The Heal th Comm ssion has al so endorsed the Resol ution on

Pol i cy Devel opnent put before Conference by ANC Departnents.
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BACKGROUND TO CALL FOR RESTRUCTURI NG OF THE ANC HEALTH DEPARTMENT
The ANC Health Department was created in Lusaka primarily to
provi de nedi cal eervices to our conrades in exile, particularly
in Eanbia, Tanzania and Angola. It was a very inportant service
department but was not given either the resources or the brief to
devel op health policies for a liberated South Africa. ANC health
workers in exile elected a 9 person departnent and Ede Ral ph
Myijima was el ected secretary.

As contact between people inside and outside the country becane
easier the views of the departnent in Lusaka were sought Gh/a
nunber of issues, particularly on the vexed question at unity in
the health sector, and a mmjor conference was held in Maputo in
April 1790. Progressive urganizations within the MDM continued
however to take the lead in commenting on health issues and in
organi zi ng canpai gns such as the one to desegregate huspitals.
Fol | owi ng the unbanni hg of the ANC four nenbers of the Lusaka
based health departnment have returned to South Africa but three
are involved in other work. Towards the end of |ast year an ad
hoc groupr was convened which drew up the docunment "Towards

Devel oping a Health Policy" for discussion in AND branches, but
nost regions received copies anly very shortly before conference.
The present situation is that Cde Ralph Mjyijima is effectively a
one person departnent and has an inpossible task. He is stil
presunmably responsible for health workers in Lusaka, Tanzani a and
el sewhere, he liaises with international donors and with the
Worl d Heal th Organi zation, and he is expected to address groups
en "The Health Policy of the ANC'. If he is away there i s nobody
to answer queries or to stand in for himat neetihgs, and when he
| eft Conference early to go to Landon it neant that DO nenber at
the Health Department attended the Health Commi ssion. He hinself
is very aware of the problenms and wants to see the departnent

st f engt hehed. K

By contrast at |east 6 regione (PHV, Border, N Cape, S Natal,

M dl ands and N Tvl) have regional health structures. In the PHVY
for exanple an interimconmittee contacted all branches by
letter, through the columms of New Nation and by making persena
contact with at |east one menber of every Branch Executive
Conmittee. Branches were asked

a) to discuss the docunent "Towards Devel oping a Health Policy"
b) to nom nate peuple to serve ON a Regional Health Commttee, &
c) t0 send nmandated representatives to a regional health neeting.
Representati ves of 25 branches attended the neeting, resolutions
amehdi ng the document were debated and carried, 32 people were
num nated for the commttee and 9 welte duly el ected. The RHC
LEu: 31; neets once a fo.tthight. Ttt ma;n functic.h i.e to eetablieh
and represent the health intenests of owdi hary nenbers and to
devel op and pronote appropriate health palicies.



