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Wsout h Africa Rel eases
nt (Trade Uni on Leaders
hel d wi t hout c
By Al an Cowel |
New York Tinmes Service
JOHANNESBURG - Sout h
" African | abor union officials said
Thur sday that the governnent has
freed a )handful of |abor |eaders
bar ges under the
state of enmergency decree issued
_A two weeks ago.
But the authorities indicated that
i there was no imedi ate plan for
lifting the decree. The m nister of
i " law and order, Louis Le G ange,
i land-mne
has said it would be applied Ore,
lentlessly. "
Meanwhi | e, the governnent re-
med a further five blacks had
killed, bringing t066the num
" ber of deaths since the emergency
was proclaiiiied on June 12.
The authorities also reported a
expl osi on on a grave
road of Pretoria, but said there had
H been no injuries.
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1 Overall, nore than 1,900 people,
nost of them black, have died in
anti-apartheid violence since Sep-
tenber 1984.

The | abor union officials said
about 12 of their |eaders were freed
Wednesday, i ncludi ng Phiroshaw
general secretary of the

Council of Unions of South Africa,
the oounufa third | argest | abor

0 federation.

At | east 100 other unionists are
bel i eved to be anpbng the esti mated
3, 000 peopl e held under the ener-
gency decree- the second pro-
clainmed in less than a year to
counter bl ack resistance and vio-

I ence in the nationis segregated,

bl ack township 5.

Dale Tifflin, a union press offi-
cer, said, W were kept in solitary
confinenent and not interrogated
tage, "’ | heAssoei at edP1- ess

from Johannesburg.)

"This detention does not prevent

us fromcontinuing trade uni on ac-
tivities," M. Camay said. H s orga-
ni zation clains the su pport of
about 180, 000 bl ack workers.

The eonntryk | eading black in-

of South

African Trade Unions,’ has said
that energency cydetentions disru t
| abor relations and may force

" unions to retaliate

At the sane time, unionists in

hi ding to avoid detention have said



that sonme of themw Il return to
their offices this week, challenging
the authoriti not to detain them
In a givenp prom nence on
state-eontroll ed Radio South Afri-
w lield Wthout Charges

M. Le Grange, according to the
radio s nmount, said the emergency
woul d not be lifted soon and woul d
remain in force until |aw and order
had been restored.

One of the few lawful platforms

for public dissent was the nation’ s
segregated, trieaneral Parlianent.
But it went into recessWdnesday

ni ght, a day before the authorities
were required, according to the
enmer gency decree, to present the
emer gency regul ations for discus-
si on.

The recess neant that the regul a-
tions cannot be debated in Parlia-
nment until Aug. 18, when the |egis-
lature is to reconvene.

Meanwhi | e, the South African

Def ense Force in Johannesburg

said Thursday it had filed a protest
wi t h Zi mbabwe conpl ai ni ng t hat
three terrorists armed with auto-
matic rifles into Z nbabwe

from South Africa this nmonth. The
statenment did not el aborate on the
identity of the three men.
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The trickle of information out of
Sout h Africa about the detainees
hel d under the current energen
decree appears to have all but dried
up, The New York Tunes reported
from New York

Sources in South Africa have
supplied sone details of deten-
tions, such as accounts of raids on
bl ack churches. But faced with the
anger of governnent officials,

many sources no |onger want to

, speak with Western journalists.

A tel ephone intervi ew Wednes-

day with Percy Qobou, editor of

The City Press, the larg est black-
ori ented newspaper in argJohannes-
" burg, was cut off tw ce.

After the first cutoff of the cal
from New York, M. Qoboza said:
."They obviously don’” t want nme to
talk to you That’'s why they keep
cuttingusoff. Thenheywas eycut of f
agai n.

Calls to other anti-ap artheid

| eaders 1n South Africa also were
cut off,

The Associ ated Press reported

from London on Monday that Am
nesty International said it had re-
ports that South African security
forces had smashed into a church,
assaul ted the bl ack congregation

wi th whi ps and detai ned about 120
peopl e, including dozens of chil-
ea on Thursday, ML21; Gange dren
asquoted as sayi ng the govern-



inent was ttdetermined to apply the
state of emmgency cyaud all its regu-
lations relen "essly. "

The energency gives police and

arny personnel virtually unlimted
powers of arrest and search without
warrant ’

The incident JuneJ6 at the RO-

man Cat holic Church of St. Peter
Claver in the black towrhip of
Duncan Village in rovinee

was the third report by Am

nesty International of entire eon-
gregations detained under the state
of energency decree.
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