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Huge Black project
Jgets green llgh

By Brian Stuart

CAPE TOWN. — The
upgrading of 18 Black
townships in Natal, the
creation of 17 new
townships and the pro-
vision of more than
83 000 new housing sit-
es are part of a five-
year plan to “improve
the quality of life” of
Blacks in KwaZulu
and Natal.

The R1 124 million, to
which KwaZulu Chief
Minister Mangosuthu Bu-

~ thulezi and Dr Gerrit Vil-
joen, Minister of Devel-
opment Aid, have agreed
will also provide new
schools, ready access to
fresh water, sewerage,
streets and stormwater
drains, electricity in some
areas, and a range of
communities facilities.

Dr Viljoen said yester-
day this was the largest
-development project of
its kind ever undertaken
in Southern Africa. It
would effectively elimi-
nate backlogs and create
new facilities for growmg
population needs.

In the early 1980s the
government launched a
programme to upgrade
the quality of life in Sowe-
to, and the project was
headed by Dr Louis Rive.
This was followed by a
second  project, also
under Dr Rive, to devel-
op the Port Elizabeth

area.

The - KwaZulu/Natal
Planning Committee was
set up in 1984, also under
Dr Rive, and on his re-

tirement Bishop Alpheus
Zulu took over as chair-
man.

Final stages

An interim report in

July 1985 identified 70
urgent _projects costing
R107,8 million and these
projects were now in the
final stages of comple-
tion. . . %
In the final report, pro-
jects agreed to by the two
governments totalled
R660 million within the
ara of jurisdiction of
KwaZulu and a further
R427 million on South
African Development
Trust land still in South
Africa’s hands but being
developed towards inclu-
sion in KwaZulu.

The green light has now
been given for the pro-
jects in KwaZulu, which
will be financed by way of
development bank loans.
The South African Gov-
ernment will use budget-
ary measures to provide
KwaZulu with the funds
to service and repay these
loans.

The Natal = Provincial
Government will also go
ahead with plans costing
R37 million, to be fi-
nanced from its own bud-
get, in areas which are not
under the control of Kwa-
Zulu or the SA Develop-
ment Trust.

Not avallable

Dr Viljoen said yester-
day that money was not
available at the moment
for the green light to be
given to the SADT. How-
ever, the Minister of Fi-
nance, Mr Barend du

Plessis, had given an as-
surance that the SADT
projects would have a
“priority claim” as funds
became available.

Since these are capital
projects, the state may
use funds that it obtains
from the privatisation of
existing state assets, in
terms of the economic
policy outlined by Presi-
dent PW Botha in his
opening speech to Parlia-
ment.

The towns and areas in-
volved in upgrading and
new developments (mark-
ed nd) in the various
areas are as follows:

Durban northern re-
gion: KwaMashu (ND),
Ntuzuma (ND), Inanda-
/Newton, Richmond
Farm, Lindelani, Inanda
Released Areas 33 (ND),
Inanda Mission Station,
Inanda Mission Reserve
(ND);

Durban Western Re-
gion Claremont (ND),

KwaNdengezi (ND),
KwaDabeka (ND), Das-
senhoek (ND);

Durban Southern Re-
gion: Umlazi, Malukazi,
Embokodweni, Umbum-
Bulu (ND), KwaMakhuta

(ND) Umgaga, Emfol-

weni, Inwabi (ND);

Pietermaritzburg  Re-
gion: Plessislaer, Eden-
dale (ND), Mphophome-
ni (ND), Willowfountain,
Ashdown, Imbali, Slangs-
pruit, Vulindlela (ND);

Durban Western Re-
gion (to be developed by
Natal Provincial Adminis-
tration)
Klaarwater (ND), Mari
onhill (ND), Lamontvnlle,
St  Windolins (ND),
Thornwood.

In addition, the NPA

| will develop the Sobantu

township at Pietermaritz-

| e

Dr Viljoen said the
purpose of upgrading
existing formal and infor-
mal towns was not to cre-
ate “a radically new en-
vironment”’, but to im-

4

the quality of life
2. deterioration of |
s had taken place
or where funds had been
lacking in the past.

“The provision of for-
mal water and sewerage
reticulation systems with-
in a previously informal
settlement is tantamount
to the development of a
new area.”

_Some of the total “en-
gineering service” costs
are: water provision l

Chutemlle,.

YT
R52;6 million, sewerage
R34,1 million, electricity
R46,8 million and roads
R222 million — the total
is R355 540 000.

The cost of upgrading
community facilities are:
education R92,3 million,
Health'R4,2 million, ad-
ministration R3,2 million
and recreation facilities
R14,8 million — a total of
R114 554 million.

Enterprise

In all 83 542 housing
sites will be developed, of
which 52 882 are pro-
posed for lower income
groups and 30660 for

“people in higher income

brackets. These higher in-
come developments will
be undertaken by private
enterprise, and Dr Vil-
joen said private enter-
prise was “standing in
line” awaiting the green
light.

In new towns, expendi-
ture is estimated as fol-
lows: education R210,4
million, health R8,7 mil-
lion, administration
R30,5 million and recrea-
tion R15,3 million, or a

| total of R264 810 000.
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The “Cry’ that has echoed for 40 years|

Writer Alan Paton still sees hope for his beloved C’crunt

Iy
that “Cry, the Beloved Coun-
try” still sells some 100,000

C0pies a year.
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By Humphrey Tybar

Chatting with 2 reporter

about the years since he

These are the closing lines
from South African novelist

Alan Paton’s first book
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penned those lines, De Paten
1bes himsel? as neithex: - -
quick solution fo~ Jouth Africa:
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, “Cry,
and beyond. Witness the fact
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are more relevan: than ever to the

‘blacks — and whites - here in

the Beloved Country.” The
book is now. 40 years okl

the fictional priest’
Dr. Paton's troubled homeland

£y

asped

priest prays on a moun-

taintop, hands ol

dawn that has come, as it has
come for a thousand centuries,
never failing. But when that
dawn will corne, of our emanci-
pation, from the fear of bond-

and head uncovered. “It is the
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“The probleiiis aré 100 complicated.” , ., .

The 85-year-old Paton, who has had three different;’
careers - teacher, writer, 'and leadé; fhlsunm "8k D
multiracia! Liberal Party until it was outlawed ir 1068 -
considers the dream of a unitary South African 'statewn:
with universal suffrage “pretty well unr ali’zah R

He sees more hope in some forin of i,
raent, though e notes there could hardly be a single. unit’
of a federation in South Africa that would not: hayesag
majority of blacks, But he believes that; thohgh s;m
whites “would kick upa fuss,” most hi
finally amept fule by blacks:

Paton vehemently opposeu sanctao

Afrioa. '"_]U.st dm'tseethﬁmm‘tOfdm s ‘w“

try's economy to achieve'some
seems fust absoiute rubbish to me.
The walls in his comfortable study et
tered with merfentoes of his life: awards and l pi
the origingls of sévaral newspaper, cybmxm,.nuww
books, and an inscription that begins, “Go i
He jumps up to pour tea. He scrambles to ﬂnd‘a quote‘C
from Shakespeare that dnderscores his atﬁtudﬁibbwat‘d}\,
one of his three professions - politics. He finds it in
Hamlet, Act I: “The titve is out of joint./ O ctn‘sed‘bp
’I'hateverlwas born to set it right.” ©
: Al “a |

- Country, wheres
is often’ .nvidxou

‘“law: It's a belief i In "~
; n S 'thmgofman‘
‘ i e statea
q just don’t see the .._'-ngu oy e,yu\oﬁ.
o l-"'«l A Wil . il
i A, :'eeonslders &
couni'rv {4 ma - this; “You'could say -
achieve so ai * ahatred of fotalitar-"
urﬁ‘a‘,ﬁ.‘éiuv; WG "‘S’T’Cf m% e sava ﬂ,,\
RIS Syl a.isoamiex"_am\& 0f
otherness aid - up-e A ttue liberal doesii't !.hmk‘%
everybody qh. < the same orthink the same, et el
whereas if you're &f zdmlugm you do i erne s

Liberais also “do not believe, the end justifies the /"
means”; nor do they believe in the sort'of Séntralized
govermnem or economy that “killg individunl uu!iative
as it certainly, did in-Russia,” ., .. WAk

In contrast to his political hfe, I dtrm qays his writing
and teaching provided, “definite creative, [pleasure:”
Writing, he adds, gave him ™ an entry.into the. world e ‘a
FPaton plans no majer works in-the future, but autobiog
raphy, “Journey Continved,” i8 coming out soon’ i

A lifelong Christian, Paton believes that Chnstnmutyu
is a powerful foreé tor. ‘good- in- the' country. Whitm

‘particularly, can “go down on their knees and give\
thanks that so many:blacks dre Christians,” he says. He
laments that “the awakening of Afrikaner Christianity'

' has been 50 long delayed;” but sees hope-in the fact that"
the biggest Afrikaans church, the Nederdmtse Gerefﬂh '

-meerde Kerk (Dutch Refermed , has ‘come out ’and saig
it was a mistake for it to au,,xport apartheid and\tg think
that apartheid was the will of God for this country.”

Paton is a member of the Anglican Church in South
Africa, which is headed by the controversial black arch-
bishop, the Rev. Desmond Tutu. Wiiile “not a whole-
hearted admirer” of Reverend Tutu, Paton consitlers him

“very charismatic. I think he once said whites regarded
him as the devil incarnate. Well, he's much more like an
dmp than a devil. And I wish him Juck.” § 1}

South Africa, with all its problems and ccnﬂlt'm can
be an awkward place to live, Paton notes, and many
people, including mtellectuals have emgmtaed ‘fearing

“the future. But would he prefer to have 'ived hisilife » A%
elsewhere, in a cowitry with fewer problems? Fia father
came to Souu‘ Africain 1800, he said, “and'Y often-+=---
thought: Why didn't he go to Canada instead s b o

In the end, Paton says, “I'm quite riad he came here.’
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Henry Katzew

reports from
New York . .. B
The anger in the letter to the

New York Times of Chief
Mangosothu Buthelezi, KwaZu-

Iu’s Chief Minister, was evident. -
The subject was the violence in

the Maritzburg area and its im-
" plications. il ;

_ Chief Buthelezi strongly ob-
Jected to several observations in
a front page report of January
21 :

, He objected first to the obser-
vation that “in a transition to

black rule” there were pros-
pects that Inkatha would “pro-
vide special protection for
whites”. 50

“What does this imply?” Chief
Buthelezi wanted to know. “That
we believe all South Africans —
black and white — should share
power? Or that we are prepared
‘to deal with our political op-
pressors behind black South
‘Africa’s back?”
~ Chief Buthelezi reiterated In-
katha policy, stating that In-
katha was adamant that the fu-
ture of South Africa should be
determined by all its citizens.
This rejected the ANC claim as
sole representative of the ma-
Jority of South Africans.
~_Chief Buthelezi called “rub-
‘bish” the observation that his
proposals for reshaping the
‘country would “build upon” his
“tribal base” and that a blue-

print for Natal’s future, drawn

up by Inkatha, would allow for a

_powerful white role. s nan

-, He explained: “The proposals

to which you refer (accepted
: 5

Chief Buthelezi ... hideous
~dllegation. :
only in principle by Inkatha) are
the result of a regional initia-
tive, of months of deliberation
and negotiation by white and
black organisations, of which In-
katha was one. These pro,
sought ways blacks and whites
could democratically share
power in Natal-kwaZulu.”

Chief Buthelezi’s third objec-
tion concerned Mr Phillip Tha-
bethe, an Inkatha member, who
lost his wife, two sons and his
mother, and who still cannot

work after he was struck by

eight bullets from
tomatic pistol.
“With no proof,” Chief Buthe-

a Tokarev au-

lezi wrote, “an unnamed welfare

worker is quoted as saying Mr
Thabethe is ‘one of the top In-
katha killers’. This is defama-
tion of the first order, no matter
that the hideous and untruthful
allegation was denied. :

“Do you think nothing of
damning a man as a ‘killer’. Or
is it all
black bus driver in kwaZulu
who has little chance of legally
defending himself against being
presented to the world as a
butcher?” '

£

ghts back
after stil'lgmg r'e}l)%c}rt |

right if that person is a
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Archbisho, De‘smondTutu, Dr Allan Boesak ond other church leaders confront policemen outside St

Town shortly before their arrest yesterday.

International outcry followsvk~

g .
rrest and ns
Tutu’s arregt 21;11[@&)1 clam[),(‘lrggv 3

-

P o A 2= g T
International condemnation and calls for
tougher sanctions have followed the arrests in
Cape Town yesterday of prominent South Afri-
can clerics protesting against restrictions on
Cosatu and 17 extra-parliamentary groups.

Riot police arrested Archbishop Desmond
Tutu, the Rev Allan Boesak and dozens of
- other churchmen and journalists. They were
. later released but charges against them are

being investigated. .

A statement from the US State Department
said: “The United States strongly condemns

the South African Government’s forceful re-

pression of peaceful demonstrators.

“By criminalising and suppressing the exer- |
cise of basic political human rights, the South 1
African Government is shutting off avenues |

for non-violent change in South Africa.” .
Britain’s Foreign Secretary, Sir Geoffrey
Howe, told the House of Commons he had yet
to receive the full facts, but “it seems that it
was a peaceful protest that was broken up by
the police”.
“We are utterly opposed to the breaking up
ﬁ'f 3 peaceful expression of protest of that
in 51: » 7 ¢
_ Shadow Foreign Secretary Mr Gerald Kauf-
man commented that “not even senior church-
men are safe from apartheid”.

PREH

He contrasted the swift action against the
church leaders with television footage at the
weekend showing police “standing by helpful-
ly” at the AWB raily, the “Nazi anti-black re-
sistance”.

Sir Geoffrey condemned the restrictions on

adopt tough economic sanctions against Pre-
toria.

@ The Commonwealth’s secretary-general yes-

organisations but repeated Britain’s refusal to |

terday called for tougher sanctions against

South Africa. :

In Malaysia’s capital, Kuala Lumpur, Sir,
Shridath Ramphal said the crackdown showed
the South African Government was not pre-
“pared to negotiate peaceful change with the
lack majority.

- | @Zimbabwe’s Roman Catholic bishops con-

' demned the arrests of the chm:chmen, saying
the action was an affront to justice.

@ West German Chancellor Dr Helmut Kohl
called on South Africa yesterday to lift restric-
tions imposed on the organisations, his spokes-

| man said. Ll

- @ The UN Human Rights Commission con-
demned yesterday an “escalation of acts of
terrorism” against blacks by South Africa and
renewed its call for mandatory sanctions.

George's Cathedral in Cape '
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Tutu, Boesak arrest drama <\

FROM PAGE 1

Ron Steel, chairman of
the United Congregatio-
nal Church, the Rev Peter
Storey, a former presi-
dent of the Methodist
Church, Moulana Fraid
Esack of the Call of Is-
lam, the Rev Samson
Khamalo, General Sec-
retary of the Presbyterian
Church and several mem-
bers of the Council of
Affrican .Independent
Churches.

About 12.05 pm the
rest of the procession, led
by Rev Syd Luckett, di-
rector of the Anglican
Board of Social Responsi-
bility, stood up and walk-
ed towards police vehicles

parked on the comer of
Wale and St George’s
Streets.

“We are going to the

leaders,” Mr Luckett
said.

The group of about 70
sat down in rows of four
in Wale Street as a police
water cannon which had
been parked near Gov-
ernment Avenue drove

slowly towards them.

The vehicle stopped
when it was abreast of the
first few rows and sprayed
1 them with jets of water.

The group did not
move.

A misdirected blast
mught policemen stand-
ing on the corner of Wale
and St George'’s streets.

The group moved to
the pavement as the water
cannon continued spray-
ing them.

At 12.10 pm- Major
Dolf Odendal called
police vehicles “to load
the people” (om die
mense op te laai).

He instructed a police
video unit to film individ-
uals being put into vans.

Each member of the
group said the Lord’s
Prayer as he climbed in.

Several journalists, in-
cluding  photographers
Guy Tillim, John Ruby-
thon and Geraldine Far-
ley, were also detained.

Before the march
Archbishop Tutu told
several hundred people in
St George’s Cathedral:
“We have gathered here
as an act of witness and an
of protest against what
the South African Gov-
emment did last week.
We intend after this very
short service to walk to
Parlmment to present a
petition.”

During the service Mr
Chikane, read out the pet-
ition in which the church-
men vowed to continue
opposing the govern-
ment.

“By imposing such-

drastic restrictions on or-
ganisations which have
compaigned  peacefully
for the end of apartheid,
you have removed nearly
all effective means open
to our people to work for
true change by non-viol-
ent means,” the petition
said.

“We regard your re- :

strictions not only as an
attack on democratic ac-
tivity in South Africa but
as a blow directed at the

heart of the church’s mis-
sion. . . we must make it
clear that, no matter what

the consequences, we will
explore every possible
avenue for continuing the
activities which you have
prohibited other bodies

_from undertaking.

“We will not be stop-
ped from campaigning for
the release of prisoners,
from calling for clemency
for those under sentence
of death, from calling for

‘the unbanning of political

orgamsatlons, from call-
ing for the release of pol—
itical leaders to negotiate
the transfer of power to
all the people of our
country, from commem-

- oratmg significant events

in the life of our nation,
from eommemomnng
those who have died in
what you call ‘riots’ or
from calling on the inter-
national community to
apply pressure to force
you to the negotiating
table.”

The police statement
said that the police had
taken all reasonable steps
— including warning
those taking part that
their actions were illegal
and requesting them to
disperse — before taking
action.

The statement said that
the Rev Edward King
(Anglican dean of Cape
Town) had been warned
beforehand that the in-
tended march would be il-
legal and that if it should
proceed, the SAP would
have no alternative but to
act.

Despite this warning,
the mamh had taken
place.

After a request to dis-
perse, which was 1gnored
the group had staged asit-
down in the road and the
police had been forced to.
remove them.

In confirming that
water canon had been
used against marchers
who staged a sit down in
the road after being war-
ned to disperse, police
said that the water can-
non had been used three
times.

After a warning to dis- -
perse, the canon had been
fired at the feet of the
marchers.

This exercise had been
repeated a second time,
before police fired direct-
ly at those who partici-
pated in the march after a
third warning had been is-
sued to disperse. '

After his release Arch-
bishop Tutu told journal-
ists that the historic gath-
ering of clerics yesterday

ted 12 million
South African Christians.
He and his colleagues
could not be “written off
as a bunch of rabble rous-
ers”, he said.

@ A snap debate, is to
be requested by Mrs He-
len Suzman (PFP Hough-
ton) action.

A spokesman for the
Mimstry of Law and Or-
der in Cape Town said
that until the debate had
taken place, the Mlmstcr
of Law and Order, Mr
Adriaan Vlok, would re-
frain from comment.
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’ANDRE BRINK, writing in

the current issue of Leadership,
makes' the “sobering discoveg"
that Africa is not very high on the
W’s list of priorities. With
respect, one can only wonder
what he had been drinking that it
m a trip to Moscow to so sober

His insight is important, not-
withstanding, because it suggests
that what is perhaps the most sig-
nificant point of agreement be-
tween the US and the Soviet Union
in their thinking about the conti-
nent. Namely, that the place does

| not matter very much, not even the

' controversial southern bit.

Washington’s utter lack of seri-
ous concern should at this stage be
rather obvious. Aside from a few
jaded professionals at the State

partment, nobody seems to

made by a second-rate academic
from Kalamazoo — House Africa

sional black caucus members. I
mean, someone’s got to do it.

So indifferent is the administra-
tion that the President’s advisers

-| no longer bother even to brief him

on the subject. Hence his blither-
ings on Pretoria’s latest crack-
down at last week’s Press confer-
ence.

You can’t really believe that he
was advised to mitigate the new
round of restrictions on the
grounds that apartheid was an
ethnic policy,” not a “racial” one.

This phenomenon, though exac-
erbatedp by end-of-a tration
inertia, is not new. Were Africa

official responsible for it would
have changed several times since

1981.

mind that US policy is now largely

‘believ

nd

C

Russi
| MARH /938
rica 1s
Just not worth,

- highting overs

~*‘;‘~The ANC could take power to-
morrow and turn out to be eve
bit as vicious as Pretoria paints it,
and it would make not one whit of
difference to the continued pursuit
of happiness over here.
As for the idea that the Soviet
_Union wants somehow to take con-
trol of the region’s fabled mineral
storehouse and sit on it so that the
West can’t have any ... well, you
have to concede that Vasili Solo-
dovnikov had a point when he told
 Brink in Moscow: “We do not need
' the wealth of SA — we have enough
| of our own.” :

SIMON BARBER in Washington

Sub-committee chairman Howard . *
Wolpe — and a handful of congres-

important, the State Department.

Yéi:, alone of his fellow regional
assistant secretaries, Dr Chester

| Crocker has survived Reagan’s full

seven years, even as Congress and
SA have conspired to make a

mockery of his policy.
The bottom , of course, is
that the US has no genuinely com-

pelling interests in sub-Saharan
Africa — SA included.

No major military bases, no im-
portant alliances, no commercial

or political relationships without

which the free world would crum-
ble or deterrence against Soviet

aggression be diminished. It truly

is a part of the planet upon whic
tev Jesse Jackson could be
ished without domestic peril.
tasteful as it is to have to
ee with the deputy director of

the Institute of African Studies of

OBRINK . .

."“sobering discovery’’

the Soviet Academy of Sciences,
Dr Viktor Goncharov was right

! N grléen he told a symposium in Har-

-are last year:
“Even people not essing
profound mili knowledge real-

ise, in the nuclear missile age, if
the third world war breaks out it
will have a transient character. Its
outcome will not be so much de-
pendent on regular supplies of the
neeged mineral resources as it was
during previous world wars.

“In these conditions, the idea of

~ interrupting t§oods traffic around
| the southern

I p of the African con-
tinent, including oil supplies from
the Middle East, has become out of
S:ete from the military point of

) ; w.”

‘" Since any government, however

4 tile or irrational, will always

‘need trade and unfunny money to
survive, it is almost entirely ‘im-
material from the American
standpoint who that government
is.

Not that having enough, or even
@ surplus, is any answer to the .
Soviet Union’s problems.

In a speech to the Central Com-
mittee last month, Mikhail Gorba-
chev' made a startling admission
about the state of his country’s eco-

- nomy: discounting the sale of oil at

the inflated prices of the Seventies
and vodka (until the anti-drinking
campaign, Soviet expenditure on
*.alcohol may have accounted for
10% of total domestic output) “it
'turns out, basically, that for four
five-year periods there was no ab-
solute growth of the national in-
come, and, at the begeinning of the
‘ Eighties, it had even begun fo fall.”
It is difficult to understand how
turning ' southern Africa into a




‘ series of new colonies, an expen-

sive .

help brighten this picture.
Besides, what would be the pur-
pose? ' Stiflir Western industry
would seem an odd way to go about
raising desperately-needed ca ital
investment and expanding rd
currency trade.

In fact, the general Soviet ten-

to be quite the con-

reduce, or at least

. its African and other Third
World obligations, not expand
them, while encouraging clients to
stand on their own fwo feet — 2
posture, the in now admits,

ialism has not helped.

c 1A analysts Carol Fogarty and
Kevin Tritle reported in a recent
congressional study of Gorba-
chev’s economic _plans that
“among client states, hich repre-
tially significant drain
_ through the
end of the century, M
tioning slower mo ement toward
soci tion. ;

“In Ethiopia, for example, Sovi-
et planning have recom-
mended such &olicy. reforms as
strengthening

roach to sellin
ribution to s
in Ethiopia’s
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substantial investments in infra-
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"and ener

_ists they were
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ost may not be the only reason

for the Soviet reassessment. For
the first time, articles are begin-
in the Moscow

World — and especially African -

~ leaders are not quite the progres-
~" sive saints heretofore depicted in |

the propaganda.
Tgese lgeaders,

ber, “have rather quickly digested
the idea that if their speeches and
talks were abundantly inter-
spersed with left phraseology and
) ive slogans. . .they could
count on the authority, internation-
al prestige and assistance both
from the East and the West”.
Turning to socialist countries,
they were rather convincingly per-

suasive in their determination “to
lead the struggle for peace and
disarmament in the interests of
their people and entire mankind”.

While talking with the capital-
rm in their com-

democracy.

“And upon returning home, they
were issuing orders about tortures
and murder of still another group
of opponents. ;

“The idealism O

" the first states of inde

who dreamt about creating in the

Africa, has rapidly broken

strong
into the

part running

| _;"_‘ %r amr;s

veteran’ Africa '
correspondent Boris Asoyan wrote
in LiteratumaKaGazeta last Octo-

@ i’N‘ d

ible timeSpanapoliti-» :
cally-united and economically

cliffs of

ckwardness and fratricidal con-
.. the distinguishi feature

new period woul _become

and would get
stronger and would monopolise all

" those benefits which had been

promised to the' people. E
“The lower classes would be fed
an ever-increasing number of

gh-sounding slogans, big por-

 traits of leaders, the citations con-

taining high-sounding epithets,
. which wo T

pent and sometimes only embel-
lishment of

mﬁ?’”' : _
This sounds extraordinarily like

‘ a stratum of elites. -
~_would be created

become the perma- i
‘the towns and °

contempt. If it is — and the feeling

d within the Kremlin
have a solid basis for an agree-

on how to deal with the conti-
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fighting over. Let it rot.
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| Celebrated novelist Nadine Gor-

| dimer has told British television
| Vviewers that she has had to earn her
| deep attachment to South Africa
through a revolutionary commit-
~ ment. Revoluﬁon, in its broadest
sense, was her hope.
- “I'm very attached to my. coun-
| try,” she said in a documentary te-
levised as part of ITV’s “Women
Writers” series. “You have to earn
that if you are white . . . by showing
that you support not only change,
but a complete revolution. I use the
‘word in its broadest sense, in the
sense of a complete change in the
social organisation in South Africa.”
Miss Gordimer added: “It is not

- énough for whites to say they would

be prepared to live under black ma-
Jority rule. You have to help bring
that about.’

From her point of view, she said,
“that kind of activity takes up time
and brings distractions that make
writing there difficult”.

e ——— - v

€r commitment

mordimer tells of

Nadine Gordimer.

Nevertheless, the country provid-
ed “wonderful subjects, wonderful
mutations of human nature ... be-
cause people are living under
pressure”,

Miss Gordimer said she was pre-
occupied by the question of power,
and that, uniquely in South Africa,
political power, sensuality and sexu-
ality — “the greatest drives in peo-
ple’s lives” in her age — were inter-
twined.

“After all, what is apartheid all
about? It is about the body; the skin
and hair.”

Interviewed in France, at her
daughter’s home Miss Gordimer
acknowledged that she always felt
disturbed before leaving home in
South Africa to travel abroad, part-
ly because of a feeling of abandon-
ing responsibility, partly because
“there are always so many people in
trouble ... in prison, or living un-
derground”. ;

Equally, she observed: “It is diffi-
cult to relax in South Africa. There’s
a war on. It’s undeclared, but it’s on,
and it’s been going on for a long
time ...
many different ways.’

“I know which side I'm on”, she
said, but — on the vexing issue of
artistic integrity — added: “I must
take my freedom as a writer to

- show human beings as they are. If
. you do not, you become a pro agan-
dist. They are necessary, but 'm not.

one. As a writer I am too selfish to
put what talent I have (at the dis-
posal of) any cause. I could not be-
come one.”

No work of art, she insisted, could
be judged bly its political content,
- “Political content should be part
of the essential truth. If an incident
-in a book is placed in a year, a time,-

7] where part of the essential truth of

that situation is olitical, then it
“must be there  © e

On this issue, she said, she had an
affinity with the writers of Eastern

1 Europe whose work tended to suffer

from being judged firstly in terms
of their political pertinence.

“The function of the writer is to
make sense of life. It’s such a m S-
tery, it changes all the time, like
light ... and you are trying to make
something coherent out of it. Is not
all art doing that? Assembling
amorphous things and putting them
into an order.”

in moral terms and in

e
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. Ramphal calls for tougher
/" sanctions after crackdown

“ken to deter South African vet-

THE - Commonwealth’s
secretary-general called vester-
day for tougher sanctions
against South Africa in protest
against Pretoria’s latest crack-
down on political opposition.
Speaking in Malaysia’s capi-
tal Kuala Lumpur, Shridath
Ramphal rejected suggestions
that a decision to ban the ac-
tivities of 17 leading anu-
apartheid organisations was ta-

Mr Ramphal

ers from backing rightwing ex-
tremist  parties in  white
parliamentary by-elections this tion was needed to ‘““avert what
could be the worst bloodbath

since the Second World War”.
he stated.
Mr Ramphal called on the

week.
“Apartheid in South Africa
first of all rejects democracy ...

(extremists) are held in check,
not by curtailing democracy, United Nations  Security

but bv the democratic process Council to secure tighter
itself,” he told a dinner or- economic and other sanctions

ganised by Malaysia’s Institute against South Africa and urged
of Strategic and International nations opposed to sanctions to
Studies, a government-funded reconsider their position.
body. He said African countrics
Mr Ramphal said the crack- should refuse transit and over-
down, which also barred a black flying rights to airlines flying to
trade union group from politics, South Africa and called on
showed South Africa’s minority Western countries to boycott
government was not prepared to - South Alfrican goods and further
negotiate peaceful change with reduce trade and investment in
the country’s black majority. South Africa.

Concerted international ac-
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48-nation

He also repeated calls by the apartheid,

Commonwealth for
the release of such jailed ac-
tivists as Nelson Mandela and
the opening of negotiations bet-
ween the Pretoria government

and black leaders.

Under emergency regulations
published last Wednesday.
South Africa’s Government vir-
tually outlawed black
opposition. :

Western governments have
condemned the move and guer-
rilla movements have pledged to
intensify their armed struggle to
end apartheid.

Political commentators have
linked the ban with parliament-
ary by-elections in which Presi-
dent P.W. Botha’s government
taces a strong challenge from the
extreme rightwing Conservative '
Party, which accuses him of be-
ing soft on blacks.

Mr Ramphal said the crack-
down amounted to making
peaceful protest a crime. i

The Pretoria government has |
added another round to the
spiral of violence for it now
threatens... to respond with
violence to even non-violent ac-
tion by the opponents of |
" he said. :
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