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| nkat hai s Khoza is?

caught in CMOsfe

TO HI' S eneni es Thenba

Khoza is a Zulu warl ord

with the blood of fell ow

bl acks on his hands. To his
friends, he is a peacemaker

who saved countless |lives

during South Africans worst

urban viol ence in years.

Determ ning the tmh about his
role in the Johannesburg township
war between the countryis biggest
bl ack organi sati ons coul d shape
the wi der search for peace in
South Africa.

Khoza’s nane is expected to
figure prominently this nonth in
the first major investigation of the
violence. a judicial inquiry into
the killing of 36 people in
Sebokeng township. it was one of
a series of mass shootings in the
si x-week war.

Resi dents say Khoza, ac-
conpani ed by four white nen
weari ng hoods and | ong coats and
carrying rifles, led an attack in
Sebokeng in which 25 of the 36
were kill ed.

That charge echoes all egati ons
that rightist white police and
sol di ers aided the | nkatha Free-
dom Party agai nst Nel son
Mandel a’ s African National Con-
gress. the main organisation tight.
ing white rule.

Agartheid

if proven. the allegations could
strain the fragile trust built up be-
tween Mandel a and ref ormi st
President FWde Klerk in
prelimnary talks on ending apart-
hei d.

- Slimand snmanly-dressed. the
bear ded, geni al Khoza | ooks the
epi tome of an upwardly nobile

bl ack executi ve.

He is single. lives with rel a-
tives in a small "matchbox"

house in Soweto’s Mapetla
townshi p and says nost of his
friends. men and wonen. are
Xhosas. '’

He runs an enpl oynent

agency but spends nost of his’
time pronoting inkatha. a pm

busi ness group | ong favoured by
Pretoria. in the industrial heartland
of Johannesburg.

Khoza (31) said he wanwd to

build better relations with the
Own Corr espondent

ANC and clainmed friendship with -
some ANC officials. Wthout In-
kat ha, Msndela’ s gtoup was "fly-
ing without wings". he said.

"I long for the day when I can
march in the street with the | eader



of the ANC Youth League.
denonstrating that he

bt her." he said. tiW are both
lions in different cages."

He said I nkatha, "thirsty" for

bl ack unity. and the ANC shared
the support of poor blacks suffer-
i ng under apart hei d.

"It’s not nmy option to live in a
four-roonmed house. i want a man-
sion but apartheid does not give
nme the opportunity."

Bi ting

But Khom sai d the ANC had

caused the gun and spear battles
bet ween m grant workers |loyal to
| nkat ha and residents loyal to the
ANC i n August and Septenber.

Al nost 800 people were kill ed.
Khoza, regional chairman of

I nkat ha’ s Youth Brigade. said he
had been an indi spensabl e
pencenaker who had thwarted an
ANC plan to destroy the support
he had built up for | nkatha.
"This is a dirty job, the riskiest
job around but sonebody has to
do it." said Khoza.

"Cetting between people who

are shooting is the riskiest thing.
But how nmany nore peopl e mnust

be killed before you act?"

Khoza says he spent the

"war" visiting mgrant worker
hostels in the townships to urge
their 125 000 dwellers not to at-
tack ANGC supporting residents in
nei ghbouring streets.

"I slaved away." he said. "I

had to run around like a mad
sonebody, going from one place
to anot her.

"It’s nonsense that | was a
patty to the fighting I’ m proud.

I"’mvery glad, I'"mfeeling very
good that | saved our people’s
go Lud-on

is myt
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KHOZA tn Sebokeng to bring peace
lives. whether nenbers of the

ANC or | nkat ha.

"If it were not for my noving

in and out. trying to mediate.

thi nk nore people could have

been killed."

His critics say he journeyed

into the townships with the oppo-
site purpose. armng hostel - dwel -
lets with rifles and transporting
I nkat ha war parties fromhostel to
host el .

Police found five rifles in his
car during one of the war’'s nopst_
hon'ii’tc incidents, the kiliing of
ANC supporters by Zulus and

sol diers in Sebokeng township on
Sept enber 4.

Khoza said he was in
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Sebokeng to bring peace and sug-
gested the rifles had been pl anted
in his car to incrimnate him

"I heard the scream ng of

guns, " Khoza said. describing an
i ncident in which troops shot at
ANC denonstrators. "You know

that sound, as if a bird is running
on your roof - ta-ta-ta."

uPeopl e were killed and that
saddened ne. ANC people were

not born ANC. | didn’t want them
to be killed."

Weapons

On January 31 Khoza and 16

others face trial on charges of ii-
| egal | y havi ng weapons,

housebr eaki ng. theft and damage
to property arising out of the
Sebokeng i nci dent .

Mur der char ges bt ought

agai nst Khoza have been with-

dr awn.

He said he did not rule out the
possibility that white extrem sts
wanted to stir up black faction
fighting to weck De Klerk’s
reforms. but none had ever

wor ked wi t h | nkat ha.

"Not a single Inkaths nenmber

has ever confessed it to nme."
Sapa- Reuter.



ounting oneis allies too Soon
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i. calculated risk in pro-
laiming that his organi-
sation has secured the loyalty of
three of the four TBVC states. but
i Pretnria’ s tr’ouhl esone offspring
smey mm a few upsets yet
Soaki ng i n Thohoyand
return from Europe. M Mndel a
, said he believed the mlitary |ead-
ers of Transkei. G skei and Venda
twere " re to throwin their
:lotwi theANC', andealled on
ANC supporters in those regions
to co-operate with the coup-in-
1 But while it is evident that
i Maj or-CGenenl Bantu |-1ol om sa.
Bri gadi er Qupa quzn and. Briga-
di er Gabriel Banmashwana are to
greater a- |esser degrees fostering
jeonlial relations with the ANC, it
i | sbynonnansoert ai nt heypl an
to he junior nenmbers of an ANC
| ed negotiating teamduring con-
stitutional deliberations with the
Gover nment .
Tm are consi derabl e strate-
jic differenca aammg them and
ac dc mach: Nel -

Armmmis taking a
ouonhi s’
bj S Xtcum Johnson
devel opnents during the run-up to ,
"real " negotiations could even see
them parting conpany.
0! the three. General Hol om sa
is the ANC s nost reliable ally. It
was clear fromthe recent "TVC
sunmit in Thohoyandou. and in
interviews with The Star. that he
is closest anmong the three to ac-
cepting that honel and admi ni s-
trations should be di sbhanded when
the advent of the "new South Afri -
ca" is inmnent.
He has commtted hinmself to
hol di ng a referendum on reincor-
poration and has promi sed to bow
out of politics. leaving the field
cl ear for whichever politica
novenment can garner the nost
sup art in Transkei. Al current
evi ence suggests that novenent
is the ANC
General Hol om sa has wel -
comed enthusiastically the ANC s
strategic decision to work with
certai n honel and governnents,
and patently takes the views of
M Mandel a and his senior col -
| eagues very seriously. Moreover,
it is he anbng honel and | eaders
who nost cl osely echoes the polit-
ical "lines" emanating fromthe
ANC
He has backed the ANC s "Third
Force" claims - nost menora-



bly in the course of a celebrated
dust-up with KwazZul u Chief M n-

i ster Mangosut hu But hel ezi in
Pretoria earlier this year - and
endorses the ANC view that while
President de Klerk’s integrity is
not in question, that of other Cabi-
net Mnisters certainly is.

Bri gader quzo is much nore

equi vocal about the ANC, and has
publicly questioned General Hol o-
msa' s stance. Both he and Bri ga-
di er Ranushwana were noti ce-

ably circunspect about the pros-
pect of dissolving their

adm ni strations at the Thohoyan-
dou tate-a-tete.

Brigadi er quzo told The Star:
"Transkei said straightforwardly
(at the meeting) that the South
African Government must just

give an instruction that (the home-
| ands) nust pack up. clinb out of
t he wi ndow and go away.

"I found it a very unworkabl e
SW3!

approach. and Brigadi er Ramush-
wana was al so very cautious. He
definitely does not want to inply
he will abolish his civil service
and everything el se and then just
run back to South Africa like a

| ost son."

I ncrenmental |y, Brigadier quzo

and Brigadi er Ramushwana are
nailing their colours to the mast
of devolution of power - even
federalism- and this will cause
friction with the ANC which re-
mai ns wedded to a unitary sol u-
tion.

This al so marks anot her cruci al

di stinction between the two and
CGeneral Hol omisa: both entertain
political ambitions for thenselves
- and not necessarily under the

bl ack. green and gold flag of the
ANC. Brigadi er quzo has said he
wi Il choose his allies at the nego-
tiating table on the basis of "who
i s speaking the nmbst sense". and
pointedly refuses to rule out the
possibility that M de Klerk m ght
be the chosen partner. This shoul d
provide food for thought anong
ANC strategi sts.

tsl HCO

There is a further risk inherent
inthe ANC s tactic of attenpting
to co-opt the young "TVC' mli -
tary men. While General Hol o-

m sa appears to have succeeded

in earning the respect of nore
mlitant anti-apartheid activists
in Transkei. that relationship is
far from consummated in G ske

and Venda.

M Mandel a and his Nationa
Executive Comrittee run the risk
of being seen to consort with une-
| ected nen, who may yet decide



to act harshly agai nst ANC nem

bers if they judge themto he "get-
ting out of hand" in the com ng

" nont hs.

Mlitants who have |long battled

agai nst the honel ands - as evi
institutions by definition - could
find it difficult to follow the tacti-
cal vagaries of "head office". The
risk may be worth taking - in-

deed. it is apparent that M Man-
dela has judged it to be so - but it
remai ns a ri sk neverthel ess.
However. there is one matter on
which all these actors readily con-
cur: Bophut hat swana. the m ssing,
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"B" in the "TVC'; has wholly |s6-’
|ated itself and this will place ti):

mendous strains on its incunmbent

| eader, Lucas MangQOpe. Genera

Hol omi sa told The Star hezwas

"not at all surprised" that Chief
Mangope had boycotted the Tho-
hoyandou neeting. and Bri gadi er
guzo said he was "sure the peo-
pl e (of Bophut hatswana) are very
unhappy". The extent to which

Chi ef , Mangope is playing a crude
political game in contrast to his.
young counterparts was clearly il-
lustrated by his detention of sev-
eral ANC activists in the ham
land this week. , 3.31

When M Mandel a confersm’.
expected praise on the’young viii
adiers and generals. there 2 "né6
guestion of its being extend. to
Bophut hat swana’ s ol d suero
Ironically enough. though.-.t e
ANC s relationship with Chief
Mangope ni ght be nore safely

predi ctable than that with Briga-
di er quzo and Brigadier tRa-
nmushwana. Hostility, after all, is.
not as uncertain a conditign as
flirtation. D



