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IF the sudden astonishing shift in Pe!nng’s policy towards Pretoria

‘last month really left some South

& vSpaakmg atia _ba.nquet

for a distinguished guest

from Zambia,  Vice-

. Premier Li Hsien-nien sig-

nalled Chinese approval
“for a ‘dialogue between

' the Black States and -
. South Africa and Rho--
‘desia when he praised the .
‘virtues of “dual tactics.”
then the!
hac used the

For untii
‘ Chinese
_expression “dual tactics”
to denounce , all

‘South = African racist
regime,”  ‘which ° ‘was |
.~ firmly  branded  “the -

common enemy of the
African people.” ;
Less than two months
ago Peking propagan-
dists slanged their
detested Russian rivals
for warning. Africans
that without detente “it
is  difficult to talk
seriously’”” about the de-
velopment of the Third

World. “Can the African
indulge in a

people
detente with colonialist
and racist - regimes?”

asked the Chinese wnth

heavy irony.

Now, it
answer is yes.

Vice-Premier ILi scar-
cely bothered to con-
ceal his cards.. He
said  straightforwardly
enough that the Africans
could use dual tactics “to

seems, the

~wage a tit - for « tat
struggle,” talking and
fighting  simultaneously

in order to “complete the

liberation of the entire

- African continent.”
His  remarks

general, but he
addressing visitors from

. were

Zambia, and Zambia's
 President = Kenneth
Kaunda met Premier

John Vorster of South.

Africa only in August.

- Vorster has been ener-
getically . ‘seeking a for-
mula for relaxing racial
tension and ending the
clash of colours which
"threatens all Southern

“Africa: with creepmg ¢

guerrilla war.

those .
‘ready to pasrley with “the :

 independent ‘
que threatened to stop

was |

 ing him,

Africans gaspi
suggosl:, the most surpxhhlg aspect: of the switch will have been their

But whxle he has
sketched out for the
sceptical Blacks a plausi.

ble pattern for a new.

South  Africa  within
which, he claims, man
could actually coexist

with-man in a dignified

. ‘manner, the keystone for

_!ny . bridge  between
Black and Whme must be

a peaceful settlement of
Black claims to maonty
rule in Rhodesia.

In Rhodesia, however,
Vorster’'s ‘conciliatory if

‘crafty policy has foun-

dered’ on the intransi-
'gence of ‘the hard -
headed Premier, Ian

‘Smith, ‘and the bush‘-_fire ;

war continues to
smonlder

To avert what he evi-

‘dently fears may grow
into a subcontinental
“Vietnam,” Vorster has
risked the wrath of the
durable Rhodesian by
pulling his own South
African security units
out of the fray.

| Pale skin

Moreover, when newly-
Mozambi-

the flow of Rhodesian
goods through its ports,

. the South Africans were
~quick to tell Smith that

they ecould not handle
more of his traffic than
they were taking

‘already. Beneath a thin
pale skin of Caucasian

bonhomie, Smith thinks
he has been disgracefully
let down by Vorster, and

Vorster thinks Smith an

-obstinate menace.
That was the mood

earlier last month when

an exasperated Vorster
failed to persuade Smith
to talk constructively to
the fragile coalition of
Rhodesian Blacks oppos-
the coalition
then fell apart, and all
arguments for the stub-

. the South

. away

ing, as some reports

born Rhodesian Premier
to give a little ground at
once - lost even more
weight.

For the Maoists, this
'was ‘a classic case of a
“contradiction" ~—  like
the built-in  “contradic-
tions” that would ultima-

tely destroy the  capita-

list wor]d

A few days afber the
‘Black opposition split, Li }
Hsien - nien spoke up for

“dual tacties.”
If Vorster wanted to

talk, talk, Li implied. If

Smith wanted to fight,
fight.

If the talking took in
Smith, the tough Rhode-

1 sian could anyway be

expected to be even
tougher now and to anta-
gonise both Vorster and
Black Africa even more.
Even if he did not acti-
vely antagonise Vorster,
the readiness of Black
Africa to negotiate with
_African
Premier would in itself
help to woo Pretoria
from Salisbury,
leaving Rhodesia isolated
and Smith ready to be
subdued if he were not
subdued already. And

. when Rhodesia had been

' isolated and subdued it
would be the turn of
. South Africa.

There.  would be
another reason for this
reasoning. . During the

" iconoclastic turmoil and

violence ; of the Great
Cultural * Revolution in
China, at which many of
Africa’s entrenched
masters looked askance,
moderate leaders in
Peking became anxious
to win back international
confidence — in the face

- systems

" lines,

- chiefs

of a dangerous Mus-

-covite ‘challenge -— by

creating an image of
China as an unassuming,
reliable, efficient and
correct champion of the
underdog.

Future policy
" In Africa, in particular,

' the Chinese were already

choosing the pillars’ of
their future policy with
care.

Zambia, a sovereign
State since 1964,
depended on transport
run by the
Whites of Rhodesia,
Angola and Mozambique
for its commercial life-
et it was .
staunchly “non-aligned”
and devoted to the cause
of African freedom.

Tanzania was not only
impececably anti - imperi-
alist and committed to a
socialist programme of
reform, but strategically
placed as a springboard
for exiled militant move-
ments of Blacks bent on
liberating the neigh-
bours.

Zambia and Tanzania
represented the height of
revolutionary respec-
tability, therefore, and .
offered quick access to
the anti - colonial cru-
sade itself. i

Mozambique may be
added to the list of
approved African States.
For Mozambique is now
independent and Marxist,
and before -its Frelimo
took power in
June, Vorster and Smith
were already  bracing
themselves against the
possibility that the
country would become a
base for training armed
guerrillas to be launched
against their territories,
just as Tanzania had
been a base for Frelimo
action against the Portu-
guese in Mozambique.

Zambia, Tanzania, and
Mozambique = are . the
.main : Black . African
-States involved in the
diplomatic net - mending |
which brought Kaunda
to Victoria Falls to meet
Vorster. in the interests
of a Black - and - White
-detente. But they. are
also the States within
whose frontiers between
3000 and 7 000 guerrillas
are training — -or wait-

ing ready - trained.




























