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FIGHT TO GET TO CIVIL WAR
VICTIMS

by Peter da Costad

BANJUL, Aug 3 (1PS) - Aid agencies are slrugeline Lo
recach Lthe weak and hungry in Liberia, despile a
ceaselire and hizh hopes among Wesl Alrican
peacemakers that the counlry’s [our-year civil war
is [inally over.

Accordine Lo represenlatives of more than 30
inlternational and local non-zovernmenltal
orevanisations (NCOs)working in Liberia, thousands
of displaced people -- especially children and the
aved --aredying as thewarring [acuons havele over
how aid should be disbursed.

“IU's a problem of who will let reliel avencices
pass through their territory,’ International
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) liberia chief,
Paul Bonard, said in a radio interview Tuesday
monitored here. Themaostcritically-affected region
15 [.ofa county in the north-east bordering Guinea,
where fighting betiveen the National Patriatic Front
(NPFI.) and Ulimo shortly before the weekend
ceasefireforced reliefagencies tovirtually abandon
their work.

U.S. TO SUSPEND MILITARY

AID TO NIGERIA

by lim Lobe

WASHINCTON, Aug 3 (IPS) - The Uniled Stales will
nol resume military aid o Nigeria al this ume
despile the decision in Lagos Lo creale an inlerim
covernmentl, the State Department said here
Tuesday.

Washinelon sull insists that President Ibrahim
Babangida and other military leaders step down in
favour of a new civilian government by Aug. 28
according to a Department official, who asked not
to beidentified. " "General Babangida has repeatedly
said hewould relinquish power on August 27, said
(contimued on page 4)
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The UJ.N.TTigh Commission forRefugees (IINTTCR)
puts malnutrition rates in [.ofa betwween 20) and 30
percent, but says the figure is higher among some
elderly and the young. Before fighting abated five
weeks ago, the agency says |5 peaople were dying a
day.

[Tumanitarian sources say a mass of refugees
and displaced people thoughtto number more than
| 00,000, are now attempting to make their way
home along the road from Gbarnga, the stronghold
of the main armed faction the NPFI., [ 80 km north
of the capital Monrovia. Aid chiefs now warn that
unless provisions for humanitarian work under the
latestaccord, includinga "'corridor of tranquility ',
arce pulinlo action, more displaced Liberians could
dic needlessly in the chaos.

“"Every once of Lthe facuons has different
proposilions [or how aid agencies should do their
work, and they are sayine ‘'voudo things our way ',

complained the Ceneva-based ICRC's Bonard.

According Lo Bonard, the 500 ruckloadsa month
of [ood and relief supplies aid avencies had
posiloned [or the immediate reliel efforl cannol
beein rolling into the counlryside until a blueprint
is avreed on wilth the [acuons.

lThey, despileagreeinyg loslop [izhlung, now see
aid as a polenual ool in the expecled politcal
process, “Everyone is responsible [or whal is
happening in Liberia, and it is unbearable. People
arc very weak and il's nolcasy [or them Lo 2o back
lo Ltheir villages,” Bonard added.

Nicholas Hinlon, dirceclor of the UK-based Save
lhe Children charily who last week visiled Liberia,
said in a radio inlerview weesday 1L was a maller of

(continued on page 2)
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urgency thatthe consequences of warbeaddressed.
“The thing that struck me most was the appalling
psychological damage done to thousands...Of
children whohave seen things thatchildrenshouldn’t
see,  said Ilinton, stressing the need to fight child
Killer diseases such as measles by prioritising basic
health services in the hinterland.

NPFI. leader Charles Taylor, who began the civil
war in December 989 and has reneged on four
previous ceasefire accords, told his fighters aver
NPFI. radio: “"Some of you were shoeshine boys,
carpenters and farmers. We ask you to return to
yvour villages, towns and cities and begin to rebuild
vour lives' .

Officials of ecomog, the five-nation WestAfrican
military coalition sent to stop the war in August
1991 which is based in Monraovia, say the ceasefire,
which began midnight last Sunday, is holding, with
NPFI.fighters crossing the lines to surrender. lInder
the terms of the accord, agreed two weeks ago in
geneva and signed Jul. 25 in Benin, all factions are
to be disarmed and encamped by an enlarged
version of the 16,000-strong peace force.

The emphasis will be on repatriation,
resettlementand rehabilitation before plans can be
refined for countrywide elections early next year.
Theimmediate concernis the 85 percentofliberia’s
2. 4 millionpre-war population thought to have been
displaced atone time oranaother during the conflict,
duringwhichsome | 50,000 peopleareestimated to
have lost their lives.

UUNITCR figures released in june spell out the
vast scale of the task facing l.iberia’'s relief ngos. In
addition o some 100,000 Liberians displaced inside
Lthe counlry, thercare 150,000 Sierra Leoncans who
[led across the border Lo escape arclaled conflliclin
their counlry. The operation officials say will be
among the bigeestof its kind ever will have Lo caler
for 450,000 Liberians and 150,000 Sierra Leoncans
in Guinca, 250,000 Liberiansin Coled'Ivoire 10,000
in Chana, 8,000 inSierra Leoncand 1,500 in Niveria,

A 25-member UNHCR Leam left Monrovia over
the weekend Lloselup operations al Vahun, a border
lown in lofa counly bordering Cuinea and Sierra
Leone. The team is equipped Lo build shellers Lo
house up Lo 100,000 displaced people. Mosl aid
avcencics now hope Lthe end Lo [ighling will lead Lo
conditions beine crealed [or the implementation of
an cmereency relief operation that has been in
place, wilh conslanl revisions, [or Lwo years.

“"The peace accord in benin will add o our
operalonal capacily, bul we were planniny [or Lhis
even belore the peace accord was sivned,”’ said
UNHCR Liberia chief, Augustine Mahiga.

Liberia's three main [actions are duce Lo hold a
lechnical meceling later this week Lo thrash oul
losislical problemsin the allermath of the ceaselire,
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The meeting, due to be held Friday, is expected to
tackle the issue of relief supplies. Observers say a
joint committee through which the TJ.N. Special
Coordinator for lLiberia (IINSCOT.) will coordinate
aid distribution may be set up.

Most liberia-watchers now see peace, however
problematic, as inevitable, as much because people
are tired of war as because the UInited Nations and
Organisation of African Unity (OAU) broadened the
mediation effort spearheaded by West Africans.

The Monrovia-based interim government (IGNT/]
isreported to have ordered thereleaseinto Tcomog
disarmament centres of all NPFI. fighters captured
during Taylor's abortive attempt to dislodge the
military coalition last October.

According to radio reports monitored here,
president Amos Sawyer, has also named legislature
speaker Bismarck Kuyon as the IGNII's nominee to
a five-member transitional council of state which
under the accord will rule liberia in the seven-
month period leading to elections.

lagerly awaited is the arrival in liberia of
additional FCOMOG contingents from non-TLCOWAS
African states, aswellas the arrival of aforce of 200
Blue ITelmets, whose role -- pending a UJ.N. Security
Council decision -- will be to monitor the
disarmamentprocess. Theraceisnow on tomaobilise
the resources needed to guarantee the peace plan's
implementation. A 161 -million dollar UJ.N. appeal
launched earlier this year has yet to be filled by
donor pledges.

“Tt's...critical that the international community
play their part,’”” said Save the Children's TTinton,
acdding thatunless the European Communily, Briush

cgovernmenland Uniled States take the lead, 'L hayve

fears [or peace.” ]

LET’S SAVE THE CHILDREN

FROM WAR, SAYS AID GROUP

hy Moviga Nduru

LONDON, Aug 3 (IPS) - The uely scars of one of the
world’s most vicious civil wars were portrayed [or
all Lo see al a London hotel Tuesday when an aid
oroup presenled drawinesdone by Liberia’s children,
depicling the ravages of war in their homeland.
lThere was a drawing [or example, showing how
soldicers lool, Llorture and Kill helpless civilians.
Anolher porlrays chaos in the wake of a bombing by
ECOMOCG, the WesLAlrican Peace keeping [orcees, of
an arca conlrolled by the main rebel leader Charles
Taylor. A plance drops a bomb on a house, selung il
ablaze, leaving one child dead.
(continued on page 3)
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The pictureswere broughtto Britain by Save the
Children, a British charity which on Tuesday
launched a special appeal to relieve the desperate
plight of children facing conflicts across the globe.
“"What children experience in conflict is at times
literally indescribable,” explained Nicholas ITinton,
director of Save the Children.

"The children can remain silent for months

reliving the horrors they have withessed, like the
death of parents, the loss of siblings, thedevastation
of landmines and the violence of economic
deprivation all take a destructive toll on their
lives,” he added.
Save the Children fears that in this post Cold War
era, an increasing number of human emergencies
are being created in countries tragically falling prey
to internal conflict.

The organisation says non governmental
agencies likeitselfwhichare shouldering the burden
of providing emergency aid are being stretched to
the limit. The organisation said it spent more than
1 00 million pounds (150 million dollars) in 1992/
93 on programmes to relieve the suffering of
childrenin countriesacross theworld -- the children
of liberia, Somaliaand Irag the mostvisible victims.

"This figure is symptomatic of the ever
increasing load falling on the shoulders of non-
governmental organisations (NGOs),”" said Mike
Aaronson, the organisation’'s overseas director.

Inl.iberiaalone, the civilwar has caused massive
disruption throughout the country. Itis estimated
that there have beenmore than | 50,000 casualties.
Upto700,000people havefled the country, straining
Crefugcee facilives in neighbouring Cole d'lvoire,
Guineca and Sierra Leone, |

Monrovia's population has more than doubled
from 400,000 Lo 850,000, placing the capital’s
limiled resources under immense pressure.,
""Thousands of children now in Monrovia have lost
or been separated [rom their parents,’ said Hinlon
who has recently returned [rom Monrovia,

He said many children had been raumatisced.
"Childrenhave alsobeenused as soldiers by [aclions
[izhunvin the conflicl,” he claimed, referring Lo the
country's bloody civil war which began in 1989,

UNICE[ estimales that 250,000 children died of
slarvalionin Somalia in 1992, AL thal ume, Save the
Children was [eeding 20,000 children a day al the
height of the [amine.

According Lo UNOSOM, Lhe Unilted Nalions
Opcraton in Somalia, one million Somalis are in
urgenl need of relief and rehabilitalion assislance.

lThere are sull more than 100,000 displaced
children in the capital Mogzadishu alone, and the
vasl majorily ol these are dependent on food aid
andaresull extremely yvulnerable loany inlerrup ion
of aid supply, says UNOSOM. The Kurds in northern
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Iraq are also suffering -- on the one hand from the
embargo imposed by the UU.N. on Traq, as well as
from Iraqi aggression and Baghdad's own embargo
against the minority group.

According to Save the Children, there are more
than 1 00,000 childrenin theregion livinginappalling
conditionswithoutcleanwater and proper sanitation.
Ilinton stressed the need for the international
community to respond to this situation in a more
committed and coordinated way, and to make sure
that the humanitarian agenda is not lost and the
children's needs not forgotten in putting pressure
on the Saddam ITussein regime.

Children who play no part in bringing about
conflict, should be helped to avoid them always
being on the sharp end of conflict, TTinton
emphasised. ""We have always believed that
childhood 1s precious and that we must protect the
rights of the child as enshrined in the I[J.N.
convention.’ E

MOBUTU IS NOT INVITED TO

BELGIUM'S ROYAL FUNERAL

by Alecia McKenzie

BRUSSELS, Aug 3 (IPS) - TTeads of state and rovalty
from all over the world will gather in Belgium this
Saturday for the funeral of King Baudouin I, but
therewill be onenatable absence -- that of President
Mobutu Sese Seko of 7aire, the former Belgian
colony.

The 7airean leader is not being invited to the
funeral of the King, Belgium’'s Foreign Affairs Minister
Willy Claes said Tuesday. "'It's notpurelya personal
maftter,”’ (Claes said on local radio here. ''It's a
judgementonwhoisresponsible forthedegeneration
of the situation in a country, and therefore at the
same time responsible for the political relations
hetween the fivo countries.”’

Excluding Mobulu [rom the [uncral of the King,
who died [rom a hearl attack Salurday while on
holiday in Spain, marks the nadir in the lensc
relatons thal have eaisted belween both countries
for years, Since 1990, [ollowine the massacre al
Lumbashi, Beleium has been pulling pressure on
Mobutu Lo relinquish power he has held [or almost
30 yvears., The European Communily (EC) and the
Uniled Stales hasalso suspended aid Lo Zaire because
of human rizhts abuscs,

lronically, Zaire was Lthe [irst counlry o offer

condolences Lo the Belgian stale, On Sunday Zaire's
(continued on page 4)
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ambassador to Brussels, Kimbulu Moyansowa l.okwa,
declared that Mobutu had beenpersonallyinformed
at around .30 AM. on Sunday of the king's death
and had gathered his closest and highest-ranking
officials to inform them of "'this tragedy’’.

The ambassador said Mobutu remembered with
emaofion the gesturemade by Belgium’'sroyal couple
when his first wife Maman Maobutu had died.

King Baudouin and Queen Fabiola had visited
him to offer their condolences and support. Mobutu
often referred to the king as "'Mon Cousin’ (My
Cousin). OnTuesday, after funeral rebuttal of Mobutu
was announced, Zaire’s embassy officials could not
be reached and the embassy phones were not
answered.

King Baudouin, initially a supporter of Mobutu,
was insulted on atleastone occasion by the 7airean
state, and now political observers are noting the
irony.

“Tt'sallrather funny,” says VeroniqueKiesel, an
expert on 7aire who writes for ‘l.e Soir’ newspaper
here. "'Still, this means a total rupture bhetween the
two countries. It's the end.”

Thecountries had been linked for more than [ 00
years beginning in (885 when Baudouin’s great
grandfather, l.eopold II, was declared absolute
monarchof theCongo Free State. The region became
the Belgian Congo colony in 908 and was ruled
brutally by Belgium.

By 1951, when King Baudouin inherited the
monarchy atthe age of 21, the people of the Congo
thought their lot would improve, and they gave a

U.S. TO SUSPEND MILITARY AID TO
NIGERIA

(continued from front cover)

the spokesperson. "Wehope thalhe and the Nalional
Defence and Scecurily Council will respect thal
commilmentl and censurce Lhal Nigeria has an
unhindered civilian government Augusl 28,7

Officials of the iwolegal polilical parties crealed
by Babangida's government Lo conlest the Jun. 12
presidental eleclions agreed ala meelng in Abuja
over the weekend o ereale an interim government
wilh Babangida and lhe military. The decision
reporledly caused a deep split in the Social
Democralic Parly (SDP) whose presidential
candidale, Mashood Abiola, won a slrong majorily
in the June poll.

Abiola's supportlers, human righls groups and
civic bodieshave reportedly prolested any move Lo
form an interim covernmenl and deny the SDP
candidale the presidency.
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rapturous welcome to the young king when he
visited in [955. But little changed, and in 1939
conflict broke outin the Belgian Congo, as 7aire was
then called. Against the advice of his government,
Baudouin went to l.eopoldville (Kinshasa) and was
jeered by demonstrators.

The following year he granted independence to

the colony, returning to l.eopoldville the day before
the official proclamation of independence on June
29. This time, the welcome was warm but the King
gave a speech that the Congolese considered
paternalistic.
Since then, relations have see-sawed, characterised
mostly by tit-for-tat moves and repeated cases of
Belgians fleeing from 7Zaire for their lives after
outhbreaks of violence.

Througout the upheavals, King Baudouin and
Mobutu maintained an amicable relationship, with
the king going to Zaire in 1985 to celebrate the
country s 2hth anniversary of independence. Butin
1989, the palace broke off relations with Mobutu,
aftera Zaireandelegation publiclyread a letter from
the palacerecommending thatacontract begiven to
a Belgian firm.

The King felt betrayed and he never forgave
Mobutu, according to political analysts. This year,
when the Belgian Foreign Ministry held its New
Year's reception, 7aire's ambassador received no
invitation. Now it is Mobutu’'s turn. ITe had ordered
that all flags in 7Zaire should fly at half-mast
throughout the week to mourn the King's death. Itis
likely that the order will be rescinded. E |

The Stale Departmenl noled that under the
agreementreached over the weekend, a government
will consisl of representlatives of the military and
the two parlies. Theinlerim governmentwill replace
the ransilional council which currently rules the
counlry, according Lo the Stale Department.

The Departmentsaidils decisionnol Lo suspend
sancuons il imposed on Nigeria afller the military
refused Lo recognise Lthe eleclions does nol mean
thal il supporls Abiola alone.

“"The United States has always supported Lthe
democralic process, nol individual candidales,” a
spokesperson stressed. Bul the Deparument said il
had ""no intention of lifting'' the sanclions imposaed
on Nizeria al Lhis ume. Those sanclions include
suspension of the ULS, military lraining programme
for Nigeria, the expulsion of Niverian mililary
allaches [rom the United Slates, and the lerminalion
of allT].§. aid, excepthumanitarianassistance or aid
channeled throughnon-governmental organisations
or local authorities. i
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NEWSBRIEFS...

WOMEN IN THE PHILIPPINES URGED TO BREAK
SILENCE ON RAPE, INCEST

MANILA, Aug 3 (I1PS) - Tradilonally used Lo suller-
ing in silence, lilipino women are now being en-
couraged to speak up and organise to defend
lhemselves against the suddenrise incerimes againsl
women.

“We are encouraging women victims of rape,
incesl, spouse abuse and sexual harrassment Lo
come forward and speak up,’’ said Imelda Nicolas,
head of the Nauonal Commission on the Role of
Iilipino Women (NCRI'W), al a press conlerence
here Tuesday. ""We want to rectify the persistent
beliel that women are always al [aull because of
their sexual history, clothes and behaviour. It can-
not be theirfaultsince the men are the oneswho do
the raping,”’ she added.

In response to the recent spate of rape-murder
cases here, the NCRI'W, a governmenlal agency, is
cooperaling wilth the Philippine Nauonal Police
(PNP) to set up women's desks in police stations
nalionwide. Non-governmenlal groups had carlier
launched a pilot project in Quezon City to test the
[casibilily of such an efforl.

"We are rying o build a carcer for police-
women. Awoman victim of violence canrelate more
lo a policewoman who in lurn can empathise wilth
her and investigate her case,”” said PNP Senior
Superintendent, Col Reynaldo Wycoco. ‘'But this
should be a joint colleclive effort by the police, the
judiciary and the community. The PNP will be very
aclivein the campalgnagainslerimes agains Llwomen,
bul there are cases when are hands our ued,’ said
Wycoco.

I'or inslance, he said, the police cannol interfere
zmestic violence unless the victims themselves ask
for help. Incrimes againstchastity, victims must first
[ilecacomplainlbeforeany inveslizalion can be done.
Therearenow 230 policewomen in Metro Manila, and
a new balch of 66 is being rained o be inveslUgalors.
Bul [inancing is needed [or raining, Wycoco said.

According to Majl'rnesto Arcellana, head of the
PNP's Communily Inler-relations Office, women
are given less dangerous jobs, butcan join elite PNP
groups i they qualily.

In Manila, majority ol the crimes commitled are
against property, followed by crimes against per-
sons, and crimes againslchastlily, LasLycar, repor Led
rape cases totalled about |, 130 -- the same number

of rape cases for the first half of 1993 alone. ..

SPAIN'S AMBITIOUS EMPLOYMENT PLAN FOR
IMMIGRANTS FAILS

MADRID, Aug 3 (IPS) - Spain’s ambitious plan to
provide employment for 20,500 immigranls is a
complete failure -- because businessmen have not
made the job offers the Spanish government said
they were commitled o make.

Governmentand union sourcesare blamingit on
the deep economic crisis in the country but Hamid
Beyukld, presidenl of the Associalion of Moroccan
Immigrant Workers in Spain (ATIMT) asserts that
“Lhere are political reasons involved''. In April the
Council of Ministers approved a new programme to
provide jobs for the immigrants, on the basis of
eslimales that 20,500 jobs were available to them in
Spain. These posts include 10,000 permanent and
10,500 Lemporary jobs,

This [igure was based on the official calculations
that there are 45,000 jobs per year that the Spanish
refuse Lo accepl, Aller the so called quota plan was
approved, anavalanche of people assailed the Span-
ish consulale in neighbouring Morocco, wanling Lo
apply [or one of the jobs offered in Madrid.

[Towever, three months later, none of these jobs
have become a realily, since they depended on
concrete offers to be made by local businessmen,
who have notcome through with their offers. 't has
been a badly designed plan, that raised hopes wilh-
out any basis,  Beyuki, whois also a member of the
General Workers Union (UCT), slaled.

“Theidea initself was nol bad, because ilwas an
attempt to regulate immigration and prevent the
desperale atlempls of thousands of Megrebi and
Africans who try to cross the strait of Gibraltar and
reach Spain, " headded. "'TTowever, all this has been
badly staged. Obviously no job offers should have
been made while there were still no concrete offers
[rom Lthe employers,” he poinled oul.

The vovernmenl approved plan stpulates thal
the Spanish businessmen mustpay for the trip made
by immigranlworkers Lo Spain, as well as the relurn
ticket in the case of temporary employment. Ana-
lysts agree thal this was lthe main obslacle Lo the
cooperalion of Lthe businessmen in the inilialive,
since they could easily fill their quata with foreign-
ers, including the 300,000 illezal immigranls who
are already in the country....

Published Monday through I'riday by Inter Press Service news avency

IPS news agency provides a daily news wire service from and o more than 100 countries [or more than
1,000 mediaand other clientsin 12 languagzes, IPSalsosoes lospecialised audiences including diplomals,
and the APC e-mail network which reaches over 15,000 non-governmental organisations (NGOs) world-
wide, The agency provides special coverage of development issuus'und closely [ollows Lthe work of Lhe

U.N. and ils specialised agzencies.

1I’S. Uniled Nalions, Room 4835, New York, N.Y. 10017

1el(212)963-6136/751-32553,

N\

3

lax (212)754-2791 /888-6099




