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INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE ANC, OLIVER TAMBO,

ON THE PRESENTATION OF THE STATEMENT OF THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE ON JANUARY 8TH, 1991.

COMPATRIOTS:

TODAY WE MARK THE 79TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FORMATION OF THE ANC.

WE DO SO AS A LEGAL ORGANISATION FOR THE FIRST TIME IN 30 YEARS.

WE DO SO INSIDE THE COUNTRY TOGETHER WITH FREEDOM FIGHTERS SOME  
OF WHOM HAVE SPENT ALMOST THREE DECADES IN PRISON AND IN EXILE.

THIS REALITY IS ITSELF A TRIBUTE TO THE HEROISM OF THE MILLIONS

OF OUR PEOPLE WHO ENGAGED IN STRUGGLE DEMANDING, AMONG OTHER

THINGS, THE UNBANNING OF THE ANC, THE RELEASE OF POLITICAL

PRISONERS AND THE RETURN OF THE EXILES. IT IS THE SIGNAL THAT THE

BASIC DEMAND OF THESE MASSES, THAT POWER SHOULD RESIDE IN BEE»

HANDS OF THE PEOPLE AS A WHOLE, WILL SOON BE REALISED.

IT IS OUR TASK AS A MOVEMENT TO CHART THE WAY FORWARD TO THE

SPEEDY ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THIS OBJECTIVE. OUR STATEMENT TODAY

POINTS OUT THE MEASURES OUR COUNTRY MUST INSTITUTE TO ENSURE ITS

EARLY TRANSFORMATION INTO A NON-RACIAL DEMOCRACY, TO ENSURE THAT

THE PEOPLE TO ENJOY FREEDOM AND PEACE SOONER RATHER THAN LATER.

WHAT OUR STATEMENT IS ABOUT IS STRUGGLE. IT IS ABOUT THE

CONTINUED OFFENSIVE OF THE MASSES OF OUR PEOPLE, BOTH BLACK AND

WHITE, TO END THE APARTHEID CRIME AGAINST HUMANITY, THE COMMON

ENEMY OF ALL OUR PEOPLE. IT IS ABOUT THE CONSTRUCTIVE STEPS THAT

MUST BE TAKEN TO SUSTAIN AND EXPEDITE THE PEACE PROCESS.
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WE COMMEND IT TO YOU ALL AS A PROGRAMME OF ACTION FOR JUSTICE AND

PEACE AND HAVE DIRECTED OUR DEPUTY PRESIDENT, CONRADE NELSON

MANDELA, TO PRESENT IT TO THE NATION AS A WHOLE AND THE PEOPLES ‘

OF THE WORLD.

LET US CONTINUE TO MARCH TOGETHER IN OUR MILLIONS UNTIL FREEDOM

IS WON. OUR COMMON VICTORY IS IN SIGHT.

AMANDLA NGAWETHU!

ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE!

 

 
 



 

 

DRAFT STATEMENT OF THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE

AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS ON THE OCCASION OF THE 79TH ANNIVERSARY :

OF THE ANC: DELIVERED BY THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT, NELSON MANDELA,

JANUARY 8TH, 1991.

FELLOW SOUTH AFRICANS:

TODAY, JANUARY 8TH, WE OBSERVE THE 79TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE

FOUNDATION OF THE ANC. ON THIS HISTORIC OCCASION, I GREET YOU ALL

ON BEHALF OF OUR PRESIDENT, COMRADE OLIVER TAMBO, THE NATIONAL

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE ANC AND THE REST OF OUR MEMBERSHIP. WE

WISH YOU ALL A SUCCESSFUL NEW YEAR, ONE WHICH SHOULD SEE OUR

COUNTRY TAKE RESOLUTE STEPS FORWARD ON THE ROAD TO FREEDOM,

JUSTICE AND PEACE.

THIS PAST YEAR MARKED A TURNING POINT IN OUR STRUGGLE FOR TfiE

LIBERATION OF OUR PEOPLE FROM THE YOKE OF APARTHEID TYRANNY.

AS A RESULT OF THE VICTORIES SCORED THROUGH THE STRUGGLES WAGED

BY OUR HEROIC PEOPLE, THE BALANCE OF FORCES WITHIN OUR COUNTRY

HAS SHIFTED IRREVOCABLY IN FAVOUR OF THE CAUSE OF NATIONAL

LIBERATION, DEMOCRACY, PEACE AND SOCIAL PROGRESS.

SINCE THE BEGINNING OF THE COLONIAL SETTLEMENT OF SOUTH AFRICA,

SUCCESSIVE WHITE MINORITY REGIMES TOOK POWER, COMMITTED TO THE

PERPETUATION 0F RACIST AND COLONIAL DOMINATION. DURING THIS PAST

YEAR, THE WHITE RULING GROUP HAD TO ADMIT THAT IT COULD NO LONGER

RESIST THE TIDE WHICH HAS RESULTED IN THE HISTORIC PROCESS OF

DECOLONISATION THROUGH WHICH MILLIONS OF PEOPLE GAINED THEIR

INDEPENDENCE AND THEIR RIGHT TO SELF—DETERMINATION.
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IT HAD NO CHOICE BUT TO ACCEPT THAT IT WAS THE RIGHT OF ALL THE

PEOPLE OF SOUTH AFRICA, BOTH BLACK AND WHITE, JOINTLY TO DECIDE

THE FUTURE OF OUR COUNTRY.

THIS IS THE TRUE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE DECISIONS THAT THE NATIONAL

PARTY GOVERNMENT WAS OBLIGED TO TAKE, RELATING TO THE UNBANNING

OF THE ANC AND OTHER ORGANISATIONS AND THE INEVITABILITY OF A

NEGOTIATED RESOLUTION OF THE PROBLEMS FACING OUR COUNTRY.

FOR ITS PART, THE ANC UNDERSTOOD THE DECISIVE IMPORTANCE OF THIS

POPULAR VICTORY. IT WAS ON THE BASIS OF THAT UNDERSTANDING THAT

THE ANC POINTED THE WAY FORWARD BY TAKING THE INITIATIVE TO

ENSURE THAT THE PROCESS OF RESOLVING THE PROBLEMS OF OUR COUNTRY

BY PEACEFUL MEANS SHOULD BEGIN.

WE UNDERSTOOD THE MAGNITUDE OF THE PEOPLE’S VICTORY BECAUSE WE

HAVE, FOR DECADES, BEEN INVOLVED IN STRUGGLE. THE ANC AND THE

MASSES OF THE PEOPLE WHOM IT LEADS AND INSPIRES, HAD NOT BEEN

CONTENT TO TALK ABOUT STRUGGLE. WE HAD ENGAGED THE RACIST ENEMY

IN A RELENTLESS OFFENSIVE IN WHICH THE COURAGEOUS ACTIVITIES OF

THE PEOPLE'S ARMY, UMKHONTO WE SIZWE, AND THE MASS ACTIONS OF THE

PEOPLE PLAYED A DECISIVE ROLE.

WE TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO SALUTE BOTH THE COMMANDERS AND

COMBATANTS OF UMKHONTO AND THE FIGHTING MASSES OF OUR PEOPLE, AS

WELL AS THE OTHER ORGANISED FORMATIONS OF THE DEMOCRATIC MOVEMENT

WHICH PLAYED A CENTRAL ROLE IN THE STRUGGLE WHICH HAS BROUGHT US

WHERE WE ARE TODAY.

WE REFER HERE SPECIFICALLY TO THE UNITED DEMOCRATIC FRONT AND ITS
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AFFILIATES, THE CONGRESS OF SOUTH AFRICAN TRADE UNIONS, RELIGIOUS

BODIES OF ALL FAITHS AND MANY OUTSTANDING PATRIOTS, AMONG THEM SPORTSPEOPLE, CULTURAL WORKERS, TRADITIONAL LEADERS, BUSINESS

PEOPLE, ACADEMICS, MEDIA WORKERS AND OTHERS.

ALL THESE FORCES KNOW PRECISELY WHAT REPRESSION AND THE ARROGANCE

0F WHITE POWER MEANS. THEY KNOW WHAT IT MEANS WHEN THOSE WHO;

STAND FOR JUSTICE, REASON AND DIALOGUE ARE CONDEMNED TO DEATH,

LONG TERMS OF IMPRISONMENT, DRIVEN INTO EXILE AND SUBJECTED TO

RELENTLESS PERSECUTION.

IT WAS PRECISELY BECAUSE OF THIS ACTUAL EXPERIENCE THAT THEY ALSO

UNDERSTOOD THE MAGNITUDE OF THE VICTORY THAT THE DEMOCRATIC

FORCES HAD WON WHEN, AS WE HAVE SAID, THE PRETORIA GOVERNMENT

GAVE IN TO THE DEMAND OF THE MAJORITY AND CONCEDED THAT THE

FUTURE OF OUR COUNTRY MUST, AS A MATTER OF RIGHT, BE DECIDED BY

ALL ITS CITIZENS.

WE MUST, AT THE STAGE, MAKE THE POINT THAT ALL THE PEOPLE OF OUR

COUNTRY, REGARDLESS OF THE POLITICAL CAUSE THEY ESPOUSE, HAVE A

FUNDAMENTAL DEMOCRATIC RIGHT TO EXPRESS THEIR VIEWS IN PUBLIC

THROUGH PEACEFUL DEMONSTRATIONS AND OTHER FORMS OF MASS ACTION. WE WILL DEFEND THE RIGHT OF THE PEOPLE TO THIS BASIC HUMAN RIGHT

BOTH NOW AND IN FUTURE. ALL STATE PRACTICES INTENDED TO LIMIT OR

CIRCUMSCRIBE THE EXERCISE OF THIS RIGHT MUST BE ENDED WITHOUT ANY

DELAY.

FURTHERMORE, THE POINT SHOULD BE CLEARLY UNDERSTOOD THAT IT IS

WRONG TO POSE NEGOTIATIONS AND MASS ACTIVITY AS BEING OPPOSED TO  
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EACH OTHER. THE MASS INVOLVEMENT OF THE PEOPLE IN THE PROCESS OF

NEGOTIATIONS IS A VITAL COMPONENT PART OF THE PROCESS OF ENSURINé

THAT THE VERY RESULT OF THESE NEGOTIATIONS REFLECTS THE TRUE

INTERESTS AND ASPIRATIONS OF THESE MASSES. THE VOICE OF THE

PEOPLE WILL THEREFORE CONTINUE TO BE HEARD THROUGH MASS ACTION IN

ALL ITS FORMS.

IN TERMS OF THE ISSUE OF THE FUNDAMENTAL TRANSFORMATION OF SOUTH

AFRICA, THE PRINCIPAL QUESTION THAT FACES US NOW, THAT CONFRONTS

ALL THE PEOPLE OF OUR COUNTRY, IS - WHAT DO WE DO WITH THE COMMON

VICTORY WE HAVE ALL SCORED ENABLING ALL THE PEOPLE TO PARTICIPATE

IN SHAPING THE DESTINY OF OUR COUNTRY!

THE ANC APPROACHES THE FUTURE WITH ONLY TWO AIMS IN MIND. THESE

ARE THE TOTAL ABOLITION OF THE SYSTEM OF APARTHEID, AND NOT ITS

REFORM OR AMENDMENT, AND ITS REPLACEMENT BY A GENUINE NON-RACIAL

DEMOCRACY. POWER MUST BE TRANSFERRED INTO THE HANDS OF ALL THE

PEOPLE SO THAT THEY, THE PEOPLE, GOVERN.

WE BELIEVE THESE ARE VICTORIES OVER THE SYSTEM OF APARTHEID WHICH

SHOULD BE STRIVEN FOR BY EVERY SOUTH AFRICAN WHO DARES CALL

HIMSELF OR HERSELF A PATRIOT, WITHOUT ANYONE SEEKING TO PLAY WITH

THE LIVES AND HOPES OF THE PEOPLE TO GAIN WHAT CAN ONLY BE

TEMPORARY SECTARIAN POLITICAL ADVANTAGE FOR THEMSELVES.

WHAT THEREFORE IS OUR VISION FOR THE YEAR AHEAD OF US? WHAT IS IT

THAT THE ANC MUST AND WILL DO TO BUILD ON THE COMMON VICTORY, SO

THAT OUR COUNTRY ADVANCES RAPIDLY TOWARDS ITS LONG OVERDUE

LIBERATION?
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THIS YEAR WE MUST FOCUS OUR ATTENTION ON THE CENTRAL QUESTION

CONFRONTING OUR COUNTRY - THE QUESTION OF THE TRANSFER OF POWER

TO THE PEOPLE. THIS REQUIRES THAT A DEMOCRATIC CONSTITUTION

SHOULD BE ADOPTED, BASED ON THE PRINCIPLE OF ONE PERSON ONE VOTE

IN A UNITED SOUTH AFRICA, INCORPORATING AN ENTRENCHED AND

JUSTICIABLE BILL OF RIGHTS AND PROTECTED BY A REPRESENTATIVE AND

INDEPENDENT JUDICIARY.

IN OTHER WORDS, THIS YEAR, 1991, MUST SEE US REALISE THE GOAL OF

THE POLITICAL EMANCIPATION OF THE MAJORITY BY THE INTRODUCTION OF

A POLITICAL ORDER WHICH WILL GUARANTEE THE DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS OF

ALL SOUTH AFRICANS, INCLUDING THE RIGHTS TO LANGUAGE, CULTURE AND

THE PURSUIT OF RELIGIOUS BELIEFS.

THE REALITY WE STILL FACE IS THAT, WHATEVER MIGHT HAVE BEEN DONE

OR SAID DURING THE PAST YEAR, OUR COUNTRY CONTINUES TO BE RULED

BY AN APARTHEID WHITE MINORITY REGIME, WHICH FUNCTIONS ON THE

BASIS OF AN APARTHEID CONSTITUTION AND A LITANY OF APARTHEID

LAWS.

THIS IS A SITUATION WHICH N0 AMOUNT OF SWEET WORDS AND

DECLARATIONS ABOUT COMMITMENT TO A DEMOCRATIC FUTURE CAN CHANGE.

ITS CONTINUED EXISTENCE REPRESENTS A PERPETUATION OF A CRIME

AGAINST HUMANITY WHICH SHOULD NOT BE TOLERATED FOR ONE DAY

LONGER.

WHAT IS THEREFORE REQUIRED AND REQUIRED URGENTLY IS THAT WE MOVE

FORWARD TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE REPRESENTATIVE AND SOVEREIGN

BODY WHICH MUST, WITHIN A DETERMINED PERIOD, DRAW UP THE NEW
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DEMOCRATIC CONSTITUTION. AS IS WELL-KNOWN, WE HAVE ADVANCED THE

DEMAND THAT THIS BODY SHOULD BE AN ELECTED CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY.

DURING THIS PAST YEAR, AS REFLECTED IN THE GROOTE SCHUUR AND

PRETORIA MINUTES, WE ENTERED INTO A NUMBER OF AGREEMENTS WITH THE

GOVERNMENT, AGREEMENTS THAT ARE OF MAJOR ?MPORTANCE TO THE PEACE

PROCESS. AGREEMENT WAS REACHED THAT VARIOUS IDENTIFIED OBSTAéLES

TO THE PROCESS OF NEGOTIATING A NEW CONSTITUTION HAD TO BE

REMOVED PRIOR TO SUCH NEGOTIATIONS. SPECIFIC STEPS AND A

TIMETABLE WERE ALSO AGREED CONCERNING THE REMOVAL OF THESE

OBSTACLES. THE GOVERNMENT MUST FULLY IMPLEMENT THESE AGREEMENTS,

IN KEEPING WITH THE AGREED TIME SCALES.

FAILURE TO DO THIS WILL PUT IN VERY SERIOUS DOUBT THE ANNOUNCED

COMMITMENT OF THE GOVERNMENT TO GENUINE NEGOTIATIONS AND FURTHER

SHARPEN QUESTIONS ABOUT ITS READINESS TO KEEP TO AGREEMENTS IT

HAS ENTERED INTO. WE, FOR OUR PART, ARE COMMITTED TO A REVIEW OF

THE SITUATION IF OUTSTANDING AGREEMENTS ARE NOT IMPLEMENTED BY

APRIL 30TH.

THE GOVERNMENT WILL THEREFORE HAVE TO TAKE FULL RESPONSIBILITY

FOR ANY DELAY TO THE CONSTITUTIONAL NEGOTIATIONS CAUSED BY ITS

FAILURE TO IMPLEMENT THE AGREEMENTS ENTERED INTO AT GROOTE SCHUUR

AND PRETORIA. WE WILL CONTINUE TO USE ALL MEANS AT OUR DISPOSAL

TO ENSURE THAT THESE AGREEMENTS ARE ADHERED TO, BOTH BECAUSE OF

THEIR INTRINSIC IMPORTANCE AND BECAUSE OF THEIR RELEVANCE TO THE

PROCESS OF AN EARLY START TO THE PROCESS OF NEGOTIATING A NEW

CONSTITUTION.
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WE HAVE STATED IT MANY TIMES THAT THE ANC IS FIRMLY COMMITTED TO

THE VIEW THAT ALL POLITICAL FORCES IN OUR COUNTRY SHOULD BE

INVOLVED BOTH IN DETERMINING HOW THE CONSTITUTION—MAKING BODY

SHOULD BE COMPOSED AS WELL AS DRAWING UP THE CONSTITUTION ITSELF.

WHAT MUST BE UNDERSTOOD IS THAT THESE ARE TWO DIFFERENT THOUGH

RELATED ELEMENTS OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL PROCESS.

WITH REGARD TO THE ISSUE OF THE BODY T0 NEGOTIATE THE NEW

CONSTITUTION, WE BELIEVE THAT IT IS ONLY RIGHT THAT THE PEOPLE

THEMSELVES SHOULD DECIDE THE COMPOSITION OF WHAT WILL OBVIOUSLY

BE A CRITICALLY IMPORTANT ORGAN IN THE STRUGGLE FOR THE

DEMOCRATIC TRANSFORMATION OF OUR COUNTRY. IT IS FOR THIS REASON,

AND NO OTHER, THAT WE ADVOCATE THE ELECTION OF A SOVEREIGN

CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY, VESTED WITH FULL POWERS T0 NEGOTIATE AND

ADOPT A CONSTITUTION THAT WILL BE ACCEPTABLE TO THE MILLIONS OF

OUR PEOPLE WHO WOULD HAVE ELECTED THE MEMBERS OF THE ASSEMBLY.

IT SEEMS TO US OBVIOUS THAT FOR US TO ARRIVE AT A STABLE

SETTLEMENT, THE LEGITIMACY OF THE INSTITUTION CHARGED WITH THE

TASK OF DRAWING UP THE CONSTITUTION AND, CONSEQUENTLY, THE

PRODUCT THAT WILL ISSUE FROM THIS INSTITUTION, MUST DERIVE FROM

THE FACT THAT IT WOULD HAVE BEEN MANDATED BY THE PEOPLE AS A

WHOLE.

NONE WHO GENUINELY BELIEVE THAT THE WILL OF THE PEOPLE SHOULD

REIGN SUPREME SHOULD HAVE ANY PROBLEM IN AGREEING THAT THE EACH

PARTY AT THE NEGOTIATIONS SHOULD, AS IN NAMIBIA, REPRESENT A

PROVEN CONSTITUENCY, AS WOULD BE DETERMINED DURING FREE AND FAIR

ELECTIONS TO A CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY.

 



 

DECLARATIONS DEALING WITH THE PEACEFUL RESOLUTION OF THE SOUTH

AFRICAN QUESTION, IT IS NECESSARY AND INDISPENSABLE THAT AN

ALL-PARTY CONGRESS BE SUMMONED TO DISCUSS VARIOUS QUESTIONS.

THE SUMMONING OF SUCH A CONGRESS WOULD CONSTITUTE THE FIRST STEP

IN THE PROCESS LEADING TO THE ADOPTION OF THE NEW CONSTITUTIOE.

UNLESS IT WERE MANDATED BY THE PEOPLE THEMSELVES, THIS CONGRESS

WILL NOT ITSELF HAVE THE POWER TO DRAW UP A CONSTITUTION.

THE ALL-PARTY CONGRESS, WHICH CAN ONLY BE CONVENED AFTER ALL

OBSTACLES T0 NEGOTIATIONS HAVE ACTUALLY BEEN REMOVED, WOULD HAVE

TO CARRY OUT THREE TASKS. THESE ARE:

* TO SET OUT THE BROAD PRINCIPLES WITHIN WHICH THE DETAILED

CONSTITUTIONAL WORK WOULD BE CARRIED OUT;

* TO DETERMINE THE MAKE-UP OF THE BODY, SUCH AS AN ELECTED

CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY, THAT WOULD DRAW UP THE CONSTITUTION;

* TO ESTABLISH AN INTERIM GOVERNMENT TO OVERSEE THE PROCESS OF

TRANSITION UNTIL A NEW PARLIAMENT WAS ELECTED, AND A DEMOCRATIC

GOVERNMENT FORMED, ON THE BASIS OF THE NEW CONSTITUTION.

HAVING DECIDED THESE THREE ISSUES, AND COMPLETING ITS WORK WITHIN

A DEFINED PERIOD OF TIME, THE ALL-PARTY CONGRESS WOULD THEN

DISSOLVE, UNLESS, AS WE HAVE SAID, IT OBTAINED A SPECIFIC POPULAR

MANDATE TO CONTINUE AS A CONSTITUTION-MAKING BODY, AN INTERIM

GOVERNMENT OR BOTH.

THE EARLY INSTALLATION OF AN INTERIM GOVERNMENT, AS A BODY WITH
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REAL POWER IN FACT AND IN LAW, AND IN CONTROL OF ALL INSTRUMENTS

OF STATE POWER, IS CRITICAL TO THE PROCESS OF THE TRANSITION TO

THE NEW ORDER. QUITE CLEARLY THIS PROCESS OF TRANSITION AWAY FROM 
APARTHEID CANNOT BE SUPERVISED BY AN APARTHEID INSTITUTION, WHICH

IS PRECISELY WHAT THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT IS.

ALREADY DURING THIS PAST YEAR, WE HAVE EXPERIENCED THE PROBLEMS

WHICH ARISE FROM THE FACT THAT THE RULING NATIONAL PARTY IS BOTH

A PLAYER AND A REFEREE. FURTHERMORE NOBODY SHOULD RUN AWAY FROM

THE FACT THAT A GREAT DEAL OF MISTRUST STILL PERSISTS ABOUT THE

INTENTIONS AND THE GOOD FAITH OF THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT.

WE ARE ENTERING A VERY DELICATE PERIOD IN THE HISTORY OF OUR

COUNTRY, DURING WHICH A NEW CONSTITUTION WILL BE NEGOTIATED AND

THE TRANSITION MADE TO A DEMOCRATIC ORDER. NO SERIOUS PERSON CAN

SUGGEST THAT DURING THIS PERIOD OUR COUNTRY SHOULD BE GOVERNED BY

A RULING AUTHORITY WHICH DOES NOT ENJOY THE CONFIDENCE AND TRUST

OF THE PEOPLE AS A WHOLE.

THE NATIONAL PARTY MUST UNDERSTAND AND ACCEPT THAT NOT ONLY

APARTHEID LEGISLATION MUST BE DONE AWAY WITH, BUT ALSO THAT ITS

GOVERNMENT, ITSELF AN APARTHEID INSTITUTION{ SHOULD ALSO BE

ABOLISHED. IN THE INTERIM, IT MUST BE REPLACED BY AN AUTHORITY WHICH WOULD INCLUDE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE NATIONAL PARTY AS WELL

AS THOSE OF OTHER POLITICAL FORMATIONS THAT WOULD BE

PARTICIPATING IN THE PROCESS OF NEGOTIATIONS.

THE ANC IS COMMITTED TO THE VIEW THAT THE TRANSITION TO A

NON-RACIAL DEMOCRACY SHOULD BE AS SHORT AS POSSIBLE. THE

 [_____———_
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OPPRESSED DEMAND FREEDOM NOW AND NOT TOMORROW. FURTHERMORE,

PROLONGED UNCERTAINTY ABOUT THE FUTURE WILL ITSELF RESULT IN

FURTHER CONFLICT AND DESTABILISATION. OUR LIBERTY WHICH HAS BEEN

DENIED FOR SO LONG SHOULD NO LONGER BE DELAYED.

DURING THIS PAST YEAR, THE GOVERNMENT DEMONSTRATED SOME DISMAL

FAILURES IN TERMS OF THE MAINTENANCE OF PEACE IN THE COUNTRY. IT

ALONE CONTROLS THE INSTITUTIONS WHICH HAVE THE DUTY AND THE

CAPACITY TO ENSURE THAT ALL OUR PEOPLE ARE PROTECTED FROM THE

THREAT OF VIOLENCE. BUT THROUGH ITS ACTIONS, OVER MANY MONTHS, IT

ALLOWED THE SITUATION IN WHICH HUNDREDS OF PEOPLE WERE KILLED AND

THOUSANDS DISPLACED FROM THEIR HOMES, IN SOME INSTANCES AS A

RESULT OF ACTIONS CARRIED OUT BY ELEMENTS WITHIN ITS OWN SECURITY

SERVICES.

THIS SITUATION SHOULD NOT BE ALLOWED TO RECUR. IN ADDITION TO THE

ABSOLUTE NEED TO PROTECT HUMAN LIVES, THE FACT OF THE MATTER IS

THAT NO NEGOTIATIONS ABOUT THE FUTURE CAN TAKE PLACE WHILE

HUNDREDS ARE BEING SLAUGHTERED BY FORCES THAT ARE OPPOSED TO

CHANGE.

WE REITERATE OUR CALL TO ALL THOSE WHO SERVE WITHIN THE POLICE

AND THE ARMY T0 COMMIT THEMSELVES TO THE NON-RACIAL AND

DEMOCRATIC FUTURE WHICH IS CERTAIN TO BECOME REALITY. ALL THESE

MUST ACT NOW TO END ALL CAMPAIGNS OF TERROR AGAINST THE PEOPLE

AND THUS PREPARE FOR THEIR PLACE AS PART OF THE SECURITY FORCES

OF A NEW AND PEACEFUL SOUTH AFRICA.

IN THE LIGHT OF OUR EXPERIENCE, WE WOULD LIKE, ONCE MORE, TO
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REAFFIRM THE RIGHT OF THE PEOPLE TO SELF-DEFENCE. BY DECISION OF

OUR CONSULTATIVE CONFERENCE, OUR MOVEMENT IS COMMITTED TO ASSISi

THE PEOPLE THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY TO SET UP THE NECESSARY

MECHANISMS FOR THE DEFENCE OF EACH COMMUNITY, WHICH MECHANISMS

MUST ENJOY THE SUPPORT AND CONFIDENCE OF THE PEOPLE AS A WHOLE.

IN ADDITION TO THIS, THE ANC WILL ALSO FURTHER PURSUE ITS

PROGRAMME OF LIAISING WITH ALL RELEVANT POLITICAL ORGANISATIONS

TO ENSURE THAT WE ACT TOGETHER TO STOP AND PRECLUDE ALL VIOLENT

CONFRONTATION AND CONFLICT THAT EMANATES FROM THE FACT THAT

PEOPLE HOLD VARYING POLITICAL VIEWS. WE TRUST THAT ALL THESE

ORGANISATIONS, INCLUDING THE INKATHA FREEDOM PARTY, WILL

COOPERATE WITH US IN GENUINE GOOD FAITH TO SAVE THE LIVES AND THE

PROPERTY OF THE PEOPLE.

IN ADDITION TO CARRYING OUT ITS TASKS OF ORGANISING INSIDE THE

HOMELANDS AND DISCHARGING ITS RESPONSIBILITIES TO OUR PEOPLE IN

THESE AREAS, THE ANC HAS ALSO SOUGHT TO ESTABLISH RELATIONS WITH

THE AUTHORITIES ADMINISTERING THE VARIOUS HOMELANDS. WE APPEAL TO

ALL OF THESE TO DESIST FROM ALL HOSTILE ACTIONS DIRECTED AGAINST

THE ANC AND OTHER DEMOCRATIC STRUCTURES AS WELL AS THE PEOPLE

WITHIN THE HOMELANDS.

RATHER THEY SHOULD THEMSELVES NORMALISE THEIR RELATIONS WITH THE

PEOPLE WITHIN THEIR AREAS, HELP CREATE THE SITUATION WHERE THERE

IS FREE AND PEACEFUL EXPRESSION OF POLITICAL VIEWS AND COOPERATE

WITH THE DEMOCRATIC MOVEMENT AS A WHOLE IN THE EFFORT TO SHAPE

THE FUTURE OF OUR COUNTRY.
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INDEPENDENT, SHOULD BE HOLDING POLITICAL PRISONERS AND DETAINEES,

BANNING MEETINGS AND GOVERNING BY IMPOSING STATES OF EMERGENCY

AND IN THE CONTEXT OF ANTI-DEMOCRATIC SECURITY LEGISLATION.

WE WOULD ALSO LIKE TO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO REAFFIRM OUR

UNWAVERING OPPOSITION TO ANY OF OUR MEMBERS AND SUPPORTERS USING

FORCE WHERE POLITICAL DISCUSSION IS CALLED FOR OR AS A MEANS OF

PROMOTING ANY OF OUR CAMPAIGNS. THE MOVEMENT WILL TAKE ALL

NECESSARY DISCIPLINARY MEASURES AGAINST ANYBODY FROM OUR RANKS

WHO RESORTS TO THESE UNACCEPTABLE METHODS.

OVER THE YEARS, WE HAVE WAGED, AND CONTINUE TO CONDUCT AN

UNRELENTING STRUGGLE AGAINST THE SYSTEM OF APARTHEID LOCAL

GOVERNMENT, ESPECIALLY IN THE BLACK URBAN AREAS. IN THE COURSE OF

THAT STRUGGLE WE HAVE ADVANCED THE PERSPECTIVE OF A GENUINELY

NON-RACIAL SYSTEM OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT THAT WOULD SERVE THE‘

INTERESTS OF ALL THE PEOPLE IN EACH LOCALITY.

LAST YEAR, THIS STRUGGLE SCORED A MAJOR VICTORY WHEN GOVERNMENT

ANNOUNCED THAT IT HAD CONCEDED TO OUR DEMAND FOR A DEMOCRATIC AND

NON-RACIAL SYSTEM OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND ACCEPTED THAT IT WAS

NECESSARY TO MOVE FORWARD TO ESTABLISH INTERIM STRUCTURES OF

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ON THE BASIS OF THESE PRINCIPLES.

AT THE SAME TIME AS WE WAGE STRUGGLE FOR AN INTERIM GOVERNMENT AT

THE NATIONAL LEVEL, IT IS NECESSARY THAT WE ALSO ACT ON THE

MATTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT BY TAKING ALL THE NECESSARY STEPS TO

ENSURE THAT THESE INTERIM STRUCTURES ARE ESTABLISHED AND THE OLD

APARTHEID INSTITUTIONS, SUCH AS THE COMMUNITY COUNCILS, ARE
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FINALLY ABOLISHED. AN IMPORTANT LEAD CONCERNING WHAT IS TO BE _

DONE HAS ALREADY BEEN GIVEN BY THE AGREEMENT NEGOTIATED BY THE‘

SOWETO PEOPLE’S DELEGATION WITH THE TRANSVAAL PROVINCIAL

ADMINISTRATION, WHICH, AMONG OTHER THINGS, VISUALISES THE

ESTABLISHMENT OF A DEMOCRATIC AND NON-RACIAL CENTRAL

WITWATERSRAND METROPOLITAN CHAMBER.

THE DISASTROUS MATRIC RESULTS AMONG AFRICAN STUDENTS ONCE MORE

BRING INTO SHARP FOCUS THE URGENT NEED TO END THE SYSTEM OF7

APARTHEID EDUCATION. THIS ISSUE CANNOT AWAIT THE INTRODUCTION OF

A NEW CONSTITUTION, BUT MUST BE ACTED UPON NOW. ‘

IT IS TO HIDE ONE’S HEAD IN THE SAND TO CLAIM THAT THESE RESULTS

ARE A CONSEQUENCE OF SCHOOL BOYCOTTS WITHOUT ADDRESSiNG THE

QUESTION WHY THE SCHOOL BOYCOTTS OCCURRED IN THE FIRST INSTANCE.

NOBODY SHOULD THEREFORE RUN AWAY FROM THE REALITY THAT THE

PROBLEM LIES WITH THE PERPETUATION OF THE APARTHEID SYSTEM OF

BANTU EDUCATION.

NEVERTHELESS, ONCE MORE WE REITERATE OUR CALL TO THE STUDENTS TO

GO BACK TO SCHOOL. WE WILL CONTRIBUTE EVERYTHING WE CAN TO ENSURE

A RETURN TO NORMAL LEARNING AND TEACHING. BUT THIS CANNOT BE THE

END TO THE MATTER. URGENT MEASURES ARE REQUIRED TO ENSURE THAT

ALL OUR PEOPLE ARE SUBJECT TO THE SAME SYSTEM OF EDUCATION AND

THAT ALL SCHOOLS ARE OPEN TO ALL, WITHOUT DISCRIMINATION ON

GROUNDS OF RACE OR COLOUR.

ACCORDINGLY, WE MUST MAKE THE POINT HERE THAT THE MEASURES

ANNOUNCED BY THE GOVERNMENT TO OPEN THE WHITE SCHOOLS NEED TO BE
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CHANGED RADICALLY. IT IS QUITE CLEAR THAT THESE MEASURES ARE

DESIGNED TO SLOW DOWN OR OTHERWISE MAKE VERY DIFFICULT THE

PROCESS OF DESEGREGATING THESE SCHOOLS. SUCH ACTIONS DO NOT SERVE

TO INSPIRE CONFIDENCE IN THE COMMITMENT OF THE GOVERNMENT TO

GENUINE CHANGE.

WE PAY TRIBUTE TO THE WHITE PARENTS WHO, IN SPITE OF THE

OBSTACLES THEY FACE, HAVE NEVERTHELESS ACTED TO HAVE THE WHITE

SCHOOLS OPENED TO ALL THE CHILDREN OUR COUNTRY.

PROCEEDING FROM OUR COMMITMENT TO THE PERSPECTIVE THAT THE DOORS  
OF CULTURE AND LEARNING SHOULD BE OPEN TO ALL, WE DEMAND THAT

THESE DOORS SHOULD BE OPENED NOW SO THAT THE COUNTRY AS A WHOLE

BEGINS SERIOUSLY T0 TACKLE THE URGENT QUESTION OF THE DEVELOPMENT

OF OUR HUMAN RESOURCES FOR THE BUILDING OF A FREE, PEACEFUL AND

PROSPEROUS SOCIETY.

AS WE GO THROUGH THE PERIOD OF TRANSITION TO A DEMOCRATIC

SOCIETY, IT IS ABSOLUTELY VITAL THAT EVERYTHING BE DONE TO

IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF LIFE OF THE POOR SECTIONS OF OUR

POPULATION. THE PROCESS OF CHANGE WILL INSPIRE VERY LITTLE

CONFIDENCE AND OCCUR IN A SITUATION OF INCREASING INSTABILITY,

IF, IN THE PRACTICE, THE IMPOVERISHED MASSES OF THE PEOPLE

CONTINUE TO EXPERIENCE A FURTHER LOWERING OF THEIR STANDARDS OF

LIVING.

AT THE BEGINNING OF THE YEAR, THE GOVERNMENT PROCLAIMED ITS

READINESS AND COMMITMENT TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF LIFE OF THE

PEOPLE. THE REAL SITUATION IS THAT VERY LITTLE HAS HAPPENED. THE
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FORTHCOMING BUDGET, AND PUBLIC EXPENDITURES IN GENERAL, MUST

REFLECT GENUINE MOVEMENT FORWARD WITH REGARD TO THIS MATTER.

AT THE SAME TIME, WE WILL ALSO HAVE TO WAGE STRUGGLE TO ENSURE

THAT THE PRIVATE SECTOR DOES NOT ITSELF CARRY OUT AN ATTACK ON

THE LIVING STANDARDS OF THE PEOPLE. TEE CALL FOR A LIVING WAGE

REMAINS AMONG OUR PRINCIPAL DEMANDS AND MUST BE PURSUED. WE

WELCOME THE AGREEMENTS REACHED BETWEEN SOME UNIONS AND EMPLOYERS

TO HELP PROVIDE ALTERNATIVE EMPLOYMENT FOR THOSE WORKERS WHO ARE

UNAVOIDABLY RETRENCHED. WE URGE OTHER COMPANIES TO FOLLOW THESE

EXAMPLES.

IN ADDITION TO THIS, THERE IS A CONTINUING NEED FOR THE PRIVATE

SECTOR TO SHOW GREATER SENSITIVITY TO THE BROADER OBJECTIVE OF

CARRYING OUT A DETERMINED OFFENSIVE AGAINST THE ABJECT POVERTY

WHICH AFFLICTS SO MANY OF OUR PEOPLE. THE NECESSARY FINANCIAL

RESOURCES AND BUSINESS SKILLS HAVE TO BE RELEASED TO TACKLE SUCH

URGENT QUESTIONS AS THE HOUSING AND EDUCATION CRISES, WITH THE

BUSINESS COMMUNITY ACTING IN CONCERT WITH STRUCTURES THAT ARE

GENUINELY REPRESENTATIVE OF THE PEOPLE. THE ANC WILL CONTINUE TO

ENGAGE THE PRIVATE SECTOR TO ADDRESS THESE AND OTHER MATTERS.

IN THE MEANTIME ALL OF US MUST NOW CARRY OUT THE PREPARATIONS

AIMED AT BUILDING AN ECONOMIC SYSTEM THAT WILL CREATE JOBS,

ENSURE A FAIR AND JUST DISTRIBUTION OF WEALTH, ENABLE BLACK

ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT, ATTEND TO THE MATTER OF THE REDISTRIBUTION

OF THE LAND, LEAD TO THE ELIMINATION OF POVERTY AND FOCUS ON THE

OBJECTIVE OF ENSURING A RISING STANDARD OF LIVING FOR ALL THE

PEOPLE OF OUR COUNTRY.
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“age 1 SERIOUS THINKING HAS TO BE DEVOTED TO THE OBJECTIVE OF EXECUTING:

BOTH IMMEDIATE PROGRAMMES TO ADDRESS THESE ISSUES AND LONGER TERM

PLANS AIMED AT SUSTAINED GROWTH AND ALL-ROUND ENRICHMENT OF ALL

THE PEOPLE OF OUR COUNTRY, IN THE CONTEXT OF A GROWING ECONOMY.

AS SOUTH AFRICANS WE KNOW THIS VERY WELL THAT LIBERTY AND POVERTY

ARE UNCOMFORTABLE BED-FELLOWS. THEREFORE ALL OF US HAVE TO ENGAGE

IN A VERY SERIOUS STRUGGLE TO ENSURE THAT FREEDOM AND PROSPERITY

RELATE TO EACH OTHER LIKE TWINS. THIS IS ONE OF THE MAJOR

CHALLENGES CONFRONTING ALL OF US DURING THIS HISTORIC YEAR.

ON THIS OCCASION OF THE ANNIVERSARY OF OUR MOVEMENT, WE ALSO

GREET OUR FRIENDS AND SUPPORTERS IN SOUTHERN AFRICA, AFRICA AND

THE REST OF THE WORLD. WE SALUTE ALL THESE MILLIONS AS WELL AS

THEIR GOVERNMENTS AND ORGANISATIONS, WHO HAVE ALSO PLAYED AND

MUST CONTINUE TO PLAY A CRITICAL ROLE IN THE JOINT EFFORT TO END

THE APARTHEID CRIME AGAINST HUMANITY.

THAT COMMON STRUGGLE IS NOT YET OVER. WE THEREFORE URGE THE

PEOPLES OF THE WORLD TO CONTINUE MARCHING SIDE BY SIDE WITH THE

MAJORITY OF THE PEOPLE OF OUR COUNTRY UNTIL SOUTH AFRICA IS

TRANSFORMED INTO A NON-RACIAL DEMOCRACY. THIS REQUIRES THAT THE

INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY SHOULD CONTINUE TO EXERT PRESSURE FOR THE

SPEEDY TRANSFORMATION OF SOUTH AFRICA THROUGH THE APPLICATION OF

VARIOUS SANCTIONS.

IN KEEPING WITH THE DECISIONS OF OUR CONSULTATIVE CONFERENCE, WE

WILL SOON INITIATE DISCUSSIONS WITH THIS COMMUNITY ON THE

QUESTION OF SANCTIONS TO ENSURE THE CONTINUED ISOLATION OF THOSE

 



 

 

Page 1/

 

WHO REMAIN COMMITTED TO THE PERPETUATION OF APARTHEID, INCREASED:

SUPPORT FOR THE DEMOCRATIC FORCES AND SUCH INTERNATIONAL -

INTERVENTIONS AS WOULD HELP EXPEDITE THE DISMANTLING OF THE

APARTHEID SYSTEM AND THE UPLIFTMENT OF THE DISPOSSESSED MAJORITY,

THE VICTIMS OF THIS REPUGNANT SYSTEM.

WE ARE DETERMINED THAT OUR COUNTRY SHOULD, AS SOON AS POSSIBLE,

TAKE ITS PLACE AS AN EQUAL MEMBER AMONG THE WORLD COMMUNITY OF

NATIONS, WITHOUT ANY SANCTIONS APPLIED AGAINST IT. THIS REQUIRES

THAT WE ACHIEVE SPEEDY MOVEMENT FORWARD TOWARDS ITS DEMOCRATIC

TRANSFORMATION.

WE WILL CONTINUE TO PREPARE FOR THE DAY WHEN ALL THE PEOPLE OF A

FREE SOUTH AFRICA WILL, AT LAST, BE ABLE TO INTERACT WITH THE

REST OF THE WORLD IN ALL FIELDS OF HUMAN ENDEAVOUR, CONSCICUS OF

THE FACT THAT WE WILL REQUIRE THE CONTINUED SUPPORT OF THE

INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY TO UNDO THE DAMAGE CAUSED BY THE SYSTEM

OF WHITE MINORITY DOMINATION AND TO ENHANCE THE SOCIAL ORDER WE

ARE FIGHTING FOR, OF FREEDOM, JUSTICE, PEACE AND PROSPERITY.

I WOULD ALSO LIKE TO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY DIRECTLY TO ADDRESS

THE MEMBERS AND SUPPORTERS OF THE ANC. WE FACE AN URGENT

CHALLENGE TO REESTABLISH AND EXPAND THE ORGANISATIONAL STRUCTURES

OF OUR MOVEMENT AMONG ALL THE PEOPLE OF OUR COUNTRY AND IN ALL

AREAS, BOTH RURAL AND URBAN. AFTER THIRTY YEARS OF ILLEGALITY, IT

IS NOT EASY TO REALISE THIS OBJECTIVE.

OUR SITUATION IS MADE MORE DIFFICULT BY THE FACT THAT OUR COUNTRY

IS STILL RULED BY AN APARTHEID REGIME MANY OF WHOSE MEMBERS
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CONTINUE TO SEE US AS PART OF A "TOTAL ONSLAUGHT" WHICH MUST BE

REBUFFED THROUGH A “TOTAL STRATEGY".

WE MUST THEREFORE EXPECT THAT, AT EVERY STAGE, THERE WILL BE

FORCES WITHIN THE PRESENT STATE SYSTEM, AND THE ESTABLISHMENT AT

LARGE, WHICH WILL BE VERY ACTIVE OR LYING IN WAIT TO DESTABILISE

AND DISCREDIT OUR MOVEMENT. THESE WILL CONTINUE TO DO EVERYTHING

IN THEIR POWER TO DESTROY OUR CAPACITY TO PLAY OUR ROLE IN THE

TRANSFORMATION OF OUR COUNTRY INTO A NON-RACIAL DEMOCRACY.

DESPITE ALL THIS, WE MUST WORK VERY HARD TO BUILD THE ORGANISED

STRUCTURES OF THE ANC. APART FROM ANY IMMEDIATE ORGANISATIONAL

INTERESTS, THE REALITY IN OUR COUNTRY IS THAT NO PERMANENT

SOLUTION CAN BE ACHIEVED WITHOUT THE PARTICIPATION AND

INVOLVEMENT OF OUR MOVEMENT.

RECOGNISING THIS, WE MUST THEREFORE BE READY TO PLAY OUR ROLE IN

THE MOBILISATION OF THE COUNTRY FOR JUSTICE AND PEACE, NOT MERELY

IN OUR INTEREST AS A ORGANISATION, BUT FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE

COUNTRY AND THE PEOPLE AS A WHOLE. TO ACHIEVE ALL THIS, WE MUST

ENSURE THAT WE ARE ORGANISATIONALLY STRONG, BASED AMONG THE

PEOPLE AS A NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC MOVEMENT AND CAPABLE OF REACHING

ALL THE PEOPLE. IN THIS REGARD, WE MUST NOT ONLY BUILD AND

STRENGTHEN THE MOTHER BODY, BUT ALSO THE YOUTH AND WOMEN'S

LEAGUES AS WELL.

WE CAN ONLY ACCOMPLISH THE AIMS DETAILED IN THIS STATEMENT IF WE

ARE ORGANISED AND IN EVERY WAY PREPARED TO ACT FOR THEIR

REALISATION. EVERYTHING WILL REMAIN A DREAM UNLESS WE ARE STRONG

 

 



 

ENOUGH TO MOVE THE MASSES OF THE PEOPLE TO UNDERSTAND, ACCEPT AND

SUPPORT THE PERSPECTIVES WE PUT FORWARD.

BEYOND THIS WE HAVE TO REACH OUT TO OTHER ORGANISATIONS THAT

PURSUE GOALS THAT ARE SIMILAR TO OURS, AS WELL AS THOSE THAT ARE

CAPABLE OF MOVING TOWARDS AND ACCEPTING TfiESE POSITIONS, TO FORM

A PATRIOT FRONT FOR A DEMOCRATIC SOUTH AFRICA. THE UNITY OF ALL

THESE FORCES IS CENTRAL TO THE SUCCESS OF OUR STRUGGLE FOR THE

TRANSFORMATION OF SOUTH AFRICA INTO A UNITED, DEMOCRATIC,

NON-RACIAL AND NON-SEXIST COUNTRY.

THIS UNITY ALSO REQUIRES THAT WE FURTHER REINFORCE OUR ALLIANCE

WITH THE SACP AND COSATU AND DEFEAT THE HOSTILE EFFORTS TO DRIVE

WEDGES AMONG THE MEMBER ORGANISATIONS OF THIS ALLIANCE.

BOTH INDIVIDUALLY AND TOGETHER WITH THESE SISTER ORGANISATIONS IN

THE PATRIOTIC FRONT, WE HAVE TO MOVE AND ENGAGE THE MILLIONS OF

OUR PEOPLE IN STRUGGLE TO ACHIEVE ALL THE OBJECTIVES WE HAVE

SPOKEN ABOUT IN THIS STATEMENT. IT IS THE MASS ACTIVITY OF THE

PEOPLE, COMBINED WITH STRONG ORGANISATION AND A CLEAR PROGRAMME

OF ACTION THAT WILL ASSURE US OF OUR VICTORY OVER THE CRIMINAL

SYSTEM OF APARTHEID WHICH CONTINUES TO BLIGHT THE LIVES OF OUR

PEOPLE.

IN THIS WAY SHALL WE TRANSLATE INTO REALITY OUR PROCLAMATION OF

1991 AS THE " YEAR OF MASS ACTION FOR THE TRANSFER OF POWER TO

THE PEOPLE ".

AMANDLA NGAWETHU!


