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' IT TAKES LITTLE grey matter
' to appreciate how fragile the
. present political manouevres in
' South Africa are, or that it will
'require skill and considerable
' wisdom to encourage the pro-
 cess towards eventual harmony.
Yet in that great democracy
- which yet practices discrimina-
tion while boasting of its
squeaky-clean statute book, a bi-
~partisan committee of the US
' Congress is putting on its
hobnailed boots to try to impose
its demands on Pretoria by the
' end of January!
| The committee of 15 Demo-
crats and 11 Republicans,
chaired by that dedicated op-
Eortpnist and sanctions
ardliner, Congressman How-
ard Wolpe, who handpicked the
- group to ensure a majority in fa-
- vour of sanctions, is calling for
measures which, if ever a opt-
ed, would almost certainly trig-
ger a violent white backlash and
' send a majority of South African
- whites scuttling for the laager.
. Mr Wolpe’s Democrats, along
- with a few pliant Republicans,
- are moving to exploit President
- Bush’s overtures for a biparti-
- san approach to South Africa,
his aim being to remove the divi-
sive South African issue from
US polities.
- A confidential paper pre-
pared by the committee pro-
goses that the President and
ongress jointly invite Presi-
dent FW de Klerk to the US,
temporarily lifting the ban on
direct air travel, subject to con-
ditions, so that he can be told
' we presume, what Mr Wolpe and
Co demand of him.
 The price of this first step in a
‘bipartisan approach’ — the in-
vitation to Washington — is that

VES °

Mr de Klerk first release all de-
tainees, remove all restrictions
on political activity and end the
state of emergency.

He can then visit the U S and
the prize for presenting himself
to be told off would be — if Pre-
toria committed itself to negoti-
ation by February 1 — the lifting
of all sanctions contained in the
1986 Anti-apartheid Act, plus
$100 million a year in economic
aid ‘for a transition to democra-
cy’, something like a lollipop for
being a good boy!

Other punitive measures, such
as the imposition of double tax-
ation on U S investors and the
ban on S A access to the export-
import bank would remain until
a non-racial democratic govern-
ment came into being.

And if Mr de Klerk doesn’t?
The enforcement of almost total
US sanctions — only strategic
needs are excluded — and a
commitment by the US not to
oppose any measure in the Unit-
ed Nations calling for universal
sanctions!

While President Bush is said
not to be insisting on a deadline
for negotiations in South Africa,
the Wolpe wolves make it clear
in their paper that Assistant
Secretary of State for Africa, Mr
Herman Cohen, is premature in
supposing Congress has agreed
to defer action until next June.

No matter how sensitive the
process of reform — or the hor-
rific price of failure — Wolpe’s
pack seems bent on the very
one-sided and threatening strat-
egies Professor Lawrie Schlem-
mer has warned southern
African states and the OAU
would condemn the region to
disaster.




B B

€00 @

art of death Squad which killed lawyer

¥

-
Y ! ]

h‘ wWda

S

1
.

T
{

an cl¢

A1)

1CE

Ex-pol

AALSINIWN 44[H) e~

cmﬁvnm aom

. @Y3 UL 19

'3N1} DAE LYy J2YIoYMm
10 UOHNIIXG JJO 24875 O
jduia)jje ug ale suoljsdal
-[B SB[OWOJON Ialjaym
uleIa9se 0) aAry
[('» 9y 2y} 4q pasjw
-01d uonedyysaaul ayJ
‘SWIT)21A asay) jo
SaWed alf] J2qUI3Wal Jou
pino> ay pies a1 yinoy}
-le ‘BUEBMS}OE Ul @uo
pue nJase ul auo ‘puej
[IZEME U] QWOS ‘S}adie]
ONV uo sduljiy aatfod,,
Jayjo ug jaed uage) asey
0} pewie[> o05[8 °8H
4283 000 1d
pred  oJam  dBUaXy
JN Surfi] ur wiy yim
pajdom oym asoy] pue
oy 8y} powle(d ay
Iaploq ayj seau jydife )1
j98 pue 199 ayj paddias
34 ‘390130 20jj0d IAym
l101uds & jJo Aurduiod aty)
a1 ‘ateym jerjay 391d 01
I8 aguaXy L) 2AQJp Y
‘. A1peq wiy Fuldynng,,
Jajje pus a8ulxy JW
poysnquie SUISSBSSE JO
dno1d ay) jBy) jIAeplye
SIy Ul pies B{ouION
‘gur|
-1 J9Y)1@ yua padieyd
a9 SEBY HUO ON
LLSuswae sny3ny,, 4q
palapinur u3aq pey 3
paulejuIBil ‘JRjR] SIED.
aWOS PEAP J0YS seMm olm ‘aBuUaXy eli0)
1A S Aauaone ‘ajim Sty ‘1esamol
‘Asuouw
I2A0,, Po[y ulaq pey pue JHNV
Y] UiYIIM uo1poB] B JO 3a8d sEMm aSUlXy
JIN UOljeurIOJuy J1aY} 0} Suipiolde JBY)
pies adi[od ‘Japinul a1} Jajje uoosg
aep
-10Q PUBTIZBMS 8y} U0 J2)B] S48p Ma) €
100 JUING pUNoJ seam Jed §,98UaX|W I
‘Buissnu
azam Kauotu pue gdjam sty "Apoq siy uo
Spunosm gels ¢ pey ay pue jjo payaey
JB2 S1y IN0 uaaq pey j1g01y) STH ‘WnIp
..v._vm 1

#1if]

|..nu.,|.. o ..3_ j.._m

Iofgol ¢ 10} SBM ?H

1961 ‘1 J3qUIAAON jO
ISSTW jJuaMm aBUaxX iy I

A19qqoJ B 21| jool,,

1ydu 81y} uo Fu

2480 EEE: 3y} ul sururouw 3xX8u /

Fu 0} PajINIISUI SBM

o a1y} Bui[[py 810j9q
sAep maj e s30p mmccxz ay) pauosiod
91 j8Y) PIES 9Y '8 SUTIN 23 up par1edyd
Wi XN ISP 1 J0 ¥UBa ay) 03 aorjod
[} WAEpi e 81y UT PIES B[aWajoN
‘pajonpuod
an pnos nonedisaAuy uw R} AauR
-INSSE U UIAIZ pey ‘SaJal] UoA sNEry
1N ‘H-Y oY) 18Y; JYA1u )58 p1ES HH']
'suonjedalie oyl ojul vonEdpsaAul
ue Juipuad 291360 £ JO JISTUIIY 9Y) Wwod)
uoInaaxa Jo £8)s 8 pauiviIqo oym ‘[esa
-SUeL], 9y} Jo [RI2UN-AFUIONY Y} 0)
pannuqgns Suadin sgM JIABRPLIE aY L
‘BUIYIOU 0} 2WIeD sMO[]es aYj W0
wiy ases 0} sasjwoad 201j0d Jaye dajs
m_:m aiel 0) paploap ay pawije[2 pue
ﬁmm:v (jeap 201jod v ui yaed siy 2uida]
-1e ‘siydiyg ;3::4 10} sIafmar] 0 JiARp
1178 SINUINI-158] 2 DPBUI 8Y "J2AMOT]

‘Juguiow
§tyj Supi o) anp sBm pup ‘BaIz SjIg
118] A[Jsp[@ UB JO Japanu

3l 10] M0JX Y)E3pP UO SBM 9H 'BJI0}814
uj si3penbpeay youmig Aunoss 38
paseq 58M ElelUajo ] pUOWY BUBINY
"BFUIXI SYINI 11D Jadme] 53yd1i uewiny
UBqIng JO JBi) SUIPN[DUY — 818 pInu Jc
J3quinu e XoJ efqisuodsal penbs uoy)e
-ujssesse adfod v jo jed usaq aavy
0] SWIB[D 8IY AUIMO[[0) UOJINDAX- O
£e)s e uom s8Y ‘Butulow sjyj paduny aq
0] anp.uswaaijod AJ1INd28 HAWHOA ¥

AUYHOIY 1IWLYD AQ

62:80 6%.

| o

10£962 1C08
T 3,

01,07

—rrs

&




'Holomisa threatens
to sue Chief Buthelezi

Witness Reporter
TRANSKEI'S mililary leader, Major-
General Bantu Holomisa, has threat-
.ened to sue KwaZulu's Chief Minister
Mangosuthu Buthelezi for defamation
unless he apologises for remarks made
last weekend.

Major-General Holomisa was react-
ing to a speech by Chief Buthelezi given
during the Inkatha Women's Brigade
conference in Ulundi, in which the
chief criticised the Transkei leader
and said: “I say to General Holomisa:
‘Stop peddling your potitical arse to
the highest bidder at my expense, and
remember that when you are aided,
you become politically HIV positive’.”

He also challenged him to attempl
coups in Ciskei and KwaZulu, saying
his hands were “already very filthy” so

that they would not be more soiled by
orchestrating a coup “in innocent Kwa-
Zuiu". 2

Major-General Holomisa has written
lo Chief Buthelezi giving him until Sun-
day to make a public apology for his re-
marks, failing which he said he would
not hesitate to begin legal proceedings,
saying the KwaZnlu leader's remarks
were “defamatory in the extreme”.

A year ago relations between the two
leaders appeared excellent when they
met in Durban for discussions includ-
ing how to achieve closer co-operation
between departments of their respec-
live governments.

However, last month Chief Buthelezi
turned down an invitation from Trans-
kei's president Chief Tutor Ndamase to
attend a meeting in Umtata.
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Brigadier WILLIE VAN WYK at the height of his career.

Policeman who

Nrxew. \WINe ¢ o

never lost a case

Qo

More than 25 years after they were imprisoned, some of the
Rivonia trialists have been released. CHRISTELLE DE JAGER
spoke fo the man who arrested Nelson Mandela and his
colleagues in the ANC.

O QePeR ) C(

recalls Rlvonla

“I WAS a policeman doing my job as
professionally and well as I could.
They were doing what they believed
was necessary to achieve their goals. I
had no animosity towards them as
people and I wish them luck now that
they have been released.”

These are the words of Brigadier
Willie van Wyk, the crack policeman
who was the investigating officer in
the Rivonia treason trial which pro-
duced evidence of a planned nation-
wide sabotage war called “Operation
Africa Mayibuye".

The trial of the first accused, Nel-
son Mandela, and nine others, can be
regarded as one of the most signifi-
cant political trials in South Africa's
legal history.

With the release of Walter Sisulu,
Ahmed Kathrada, Raymond Mhlaba,
Elias Motsoaledi and Andrew Mlang-
eni last week, Mandela is now the
only Rivonia trialist still in jail.

Brigadier van Wyk retired five
years ago after a 37-year career, and
now lives on a farm outside Pieter-
maritzburg with his wife, Babs, and
enjoys gardening, travelling and
reading.

He comes across as charming,
warm, and above all, a reasonable, in-
telligent man. It is hard to believe
that behind the chatty, almost laid-
back exterior is a tough policeman
who “never lost a case”.

Speaking to The Natal Witness at
his home this week, he said he was

7L

now tired of the whole Rivonia issue
and just wanted it to be over.

“I believe that the time is right for
people on both sides lo get together

and talk to find a solution. Money is

being wasted on both sides, by the
Government and the opposing fac-
tions, which could be spent on educa-
tion and improving facilities. Mean-

while the black people are suffering.”

In 1961 the ANC changed its policy
of non-violent resistance to one of
armed struggle and Brigadier van
Wyk recalls the reaction in South
Africa.

“It was something new to South
Africa. People had seen all those
films about terrorists and had
thought it could never happen in
South Africa. Suddenly it was here
and there was a lot of fear.

“The actions of the Government
and the police were aimed at killing
the whole thing and completely
squashing organisations like the ANC
and PAC. From our point of view we
could not allow innocent people to
die,” he said.

Brigadier van Wyk said from the
police point of view, the campaign
was successful — plans had been
uncovered and lop organisers and
leaders had been arrested and pro-
secuted.

“But despite these ongoing suc-
cesses, the campaign has failed in its
ultimate aim. Tﬂe ANC has grown in
stature and support since 1961 and, in
fact, incidents of bomb blasts and re-
lated activities have increased.

“In 1961 we often came across
people from the townships who didn’t
even know what the ANC was. Now it
is a household name and people like
Mandela and Sisulu have become

heroes to a generation that was not
even born when they were jailed.”

Brigadier van Wyk said he thought
the South African Government had
now realised that the old strategy was
not going to work and that a new ap-
proach was needed.

“Things have changed a lot since
1961. ANC flags and banners are now
being prominently displayed at
marches and rallies and police are
turning a blind eye to the flags, while
generally keeping a low profile.

“There has also been much talk of
negotiation by the Government,
which would by implication include
organisations like the ANC.”

Asked why he thought resistance
organisations had not been stopped
by the Government's concerted cam-
paign against them, he said:

“If your neighbour's child dies,
there is no way you can know what he
feels like, unless the same thing has
happened to you.

“It is impossible for a white person
to know how blacks feel and how they
have been affected by the system they
are fighting. They have their cause
and their ways of fighting for it.

“It is natural for people to support
an organisation which they believe
will improve their living conditions
and way of life.”

Brigadier van Wyk believes the
ANC has had a leadership problem in
past years, in that there has been a
shortage of leaders of the quality of
Mandela and Sisulu.

He does, however, believe that they
have managed to play a leadership
g‘o]r in the organisation, even from
Jail.

“You can’t stop politicians. They
will always find a way.”

Brigadier van Wyk remembers Nel-
son Mandela as a decent, intelligent

. person, who always greeted him.

The two got to know each other dur-
ing the early stages of both their
careers.

The brigadier was a member of the
liquor, immorality and gambling
squad.

One of the squad's tasks was to
charge blacks for unlawful posses-
sion of liquor, and Mandela was a
young lawyer defending some of
those arrested.

Walter Sisulu, Ahmed Kathrada,
Govan Mbeki and Rusty Bernstein
were four of the other Rivonia trial-
ists Brigadier van Wyk got to know be-
fore Rivonia. Bernstein was later ac-
quitted.

Brigadier van Wyk gave evidence in
a a trial in Port Elizabeth where
Mbeki was charged with illegal use of
explosives.

But despite his previous contact
with Kathrada, Brigadier van Wyk
failed to recognise him during the
Rivonia raid.

“He had red hair, a huge red mous-
tache and was wearing a long coat. I
only realised who he was when he
laughed and said ‘How do you like my
long jacket’ to me in Afrikaans.”

Brigadier van Wyk believes that he
did his job well and as such earned
the respect of the Rivonia trialists
and their defence lawyers.

“I think I was a good witness during
my career. I was always honest and
never tried to rub something in or
twist it. While lecturing to police stu-
dents, I have stressed this policy.

“1 always tell them. Rather lose
your case than twist something or
lie,” he said.




Serious desire to reshape S A apartheid system
LDe Klerk’s actions
de range

MRTaL Nekgu
raw wi
éb\f US

Sisulu and seven other prominent po-

litical prisoners has convinced a
broad range of opinion in the United States
that South African President F W de Klerk
means business.

The release and other recent moves by
the white minority government have bqen
interpreted as evidence of a serious desire
to reshape South Africa’s apartheid sys-
tem.

‘The steps De Klerk has taken are very
significant, although they are of course
only a beginning,’ said an Administration
official. .

SOUTH AFRICA’S release of Walter

Reasons

‘We have found ample reasons . .. to be-
lieve that it's worth giving De Klerk the
benefit of the doubt for now.

‘What do we do now? We watch some
more and we think about ways to be helpful
in any process that gets going,’ the official
said.

‘As long as there is a process of engage-
ment, it doesn’t make sense to talk of dead-
lines or more sanctions.’

Apart from Sisulu’s release, the adminis-
tration is encouraged by De Klerk's meet-
ing last week with Archbishop Desmond
Tutu and other leading anti-apartheid
clergymen and by the fact that peaceful
black demonstrations have been permitted.

The Bush administration has trod a care-
ful line on South Africa. It has acknowl-
edged that trade sanctions reluctantly
imposed by its predecessor, under pres-
sure from Congress, have helped stimulate
new thinking within the white community
there.

But it has resisted extending sanctions,

Jo O el

plaudits,”

Mercury Correspondent in Washington

saying its policy must be a balance of pres-
sures and incentives.

Washington will now be watching for a
willingness by Pretoria to engage in dia-
logue with genuine black leaders and for
moves towards lifting restrictions on the
banned African National Congress (ANC)
and the release of its leader Nelson Man-
dela, in prison since 1964.

‘They are certainly moving towards un-
banning the ANC, which would satisfy
many of the demands for a beginning of
real negotiations,’ said Herman Nickel,
who served as US Ambassador to South
Africa from 1982 to 1986.

‘It’s striking the degree to which they are
allowing Mandela to transform himself
from a martyr to an active political leader
again while still behind bars,’ said N ickel,
now with the U S Institute for Peace.

New sanctions

OME analysts believe the latest devel-

opments will strengthen those voices

seeking tough new sanctions on U S
imports of key South African minerals such
as gold and chromium,

‘The intellectual argument over sanc-
tions has been won,’ said Herbert Howe,
head of African studies at Georgetown Uni-
versity’s School of Foreign Service.

‘People like (Democratic Senator) Ed-
ward Kennedy will keep mobilising for
sanctions, especially moves designed par-
tiql&larly to hurt white South Africans,’ he
said.

De Klerk’s actions have drawn plaudits

from an unusually wide range of American
opinion, uniting liberals and conservatives
in a rare chorus of praise.

Liberal Washington Post columnist Ste-
phen Rosenfeld recently compared F W de
Klerk to advantage .with Israel’s hardline
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir, urging the
latter to show some of the courage of the
South African leader,

‘De Klerk's initiatives have to them a lift
that leaves Shamir in the glum and invid-
ious position of trailing far behind sup-
posedly benighted, unadaptable South
Africa,’ he wrote.

‘He (De Klerk) is thinking in new ways . . ,
he is challenging orthodox notions of cul-
tural and racial determinism and he is tak-
ing risks. :

‘This does not ensure a place in history,
but it is what earns respect in politics,’
Rosenfeld said.

Hailed

On the Right, too, the changes have been
hailed as a breakthrough,

‘The release indicates that the South Af-
rican leadership is prepared to tolerate its
worst enemies. This is a turning point for a
new South Africa,’ said Michael Johns of

‘the Heritage Foundation, a conservative

think-tank.

‘What we are seeing is essentially a legit-
imisation of the ANC. They can travel the
country, they can make speeches. I don’t
think that ever would have happened un-
der the previous president, P W Botha,” he

said.
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KUALA LUMPUR—Australia yesterday pre-
sented the Commonwealth heads of govern-
ment with a new sanctions plan to put
pressure on South Africa.

The Australian Prime Minister, Mr Bob
Hawke, issued a five-point plan which out-
lines further sanctions as well as induce-

ments to speed up the pace of reform.

‘We do not seek to
bring South Africa to its

| knees but to bring it to
| the negotiating table,’
Mr Hawke said.

The plan suggests that it
would be reasonable to ex-
pect South Africa to dem-
onstrate signs of genuine
reform within the next six
months. It was released at
the Commonwealth Heads
of Government Meeting in
Kuala Lumpur yesterday.

It was strongly opposed by
the British Prime Minister,
Mrs Margaret Thatcher, who
remains firmly opposed to
sanctions.

‘We are trying to relieve
hunger in Africa while this
conference is attempti
multiply the numbers suffer-
ing from hunger. It is strange
to be part of a conference
that spends time trying to in-
crease poverty,' she said dur-
ing the debate on southem
Africa.

Mrs Thatcher said she was
offended that Mr Hawke had
not told her of his five-point
sanctions plan during their
breakfast meeting yesterday.

But Mr Hawke told a news
conference last night his plan
had virtually total support
from other heads of govern-
ment.

Australian officials played
down the announcement that
South Africa and foreign
banks had agreed to
reschedule billions of dollars

Iawke unveils hls

20 DSk 1459

tionsplan

of the country’s foreign debt.

South African Reserve
Bank Governor Chris Stals
announced that $8 billion
worth of foreign debt had
been renegotiated ahead of
the June 1990 deadline.

The announcement ap-
peared to undermine the
Commonwealth plan, adopted
at a meeting of Common-
wealth Foreign Ministers in
Canberra in August, to pres-

' sure international banks to

squeeze South Africa’s
finance.

Refused

But Australian officials
said last night the South Afri-
can rescue plan only involves
$1,5 billion and $6,5 billion of
South African’s debt still re-
mains in a ‘standstill net' on
which pressure could be
applied.

Following the announce-
ment, President Kenneth
Kaunda of Zambia described
the foreign banks as ‘blood-
suckers’.

He was speaking at a news
conference after launching a
report which claimed
1500 000 people had died in

_southern Africa as a result of

Pretoria’s military and eco-
nomic action against
neighbouring states over the
past eight years.

Mrs Thatcher refused to at-
tack the banks, saying their
responsibility was to their

* TURN TO PAGE 2
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Terror trial is told of undercover hunt in Penins

Police

Own Correspondent

CAPE TOWN — A special
team of security policemen,
some former members of the
ANC, came to Cape Town
from Pretoria to track down
members of the movement’s
operations in the Western
Cape, the Cape Supreme
Court has been told.

Sergeant MD Musimeke,
based in Pretoria, said this in
evidence at the trial of Mr Tony
Yengeni and 13 others charged
with terrorism.

He said he and other mem-
bers of the team, attached to the
Security Police’s terrorist-
tracking unit, travelled to Cape
Town several times between
November 1986 and September
1987. The police had information
on Mr Yengeni, Mr Mtheteleli
#J J” Titana and Mr Bongani
Jonas, and had “long been look-
ing for them”.

He regarded them a5 TS ene-

mies. “I know that if they can
find me they can kill me,” he
said.

Under cross-examination by
Mr Pius Langa, for the defence,
Sergeant Musimeke said he
could not remember how many
policemen had been on the
team, and refused to name for-
mer members of the ANC and
PAC in the squad.

__know? — Three.

Minibus convoy

He told the court that on the
last trip to the Cape before the
arrest of Mr Yengeni, Mr Jonas,
Mr Titana and others, he had
driven from Pretoria in his
minibus in convoy with three
other vehicles.

He could not remember how
many passengers he had.

Asked to name former mem-
bers of the ANC who had been in
the Cape for the “operation”,
Sergeant Musimeke refused. He
said naming them would put
their lives in jeopardy.

Asked whether a certain
“Lucky” had been there, Ser-
geant Musimeke said he did not
know.

Mr Langa: “You don’t recall a
single Lucky being present?”

Sergeant Musimeke: “I don’t
know if one was present.

How many Luckys do you

What are their sﬁrnames? -1

1 don't know.

You don’t know them very
well then, do you? — I know
them very well.

The sergeant told the court
that in the event of him using

his firearm, he had to report it

to the nearest police station.
He had come to Cape Town
with one firearm and two maga-

zines. He had fired five shots at l

Mr Jonas and four at Mr Tijana,

—— R

——r

used ex-ANC ‘trac
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SA debt rescheduled

Neihoo

Kaun

fTess

a condemns

90 OchweRR 984

‘bloodsucking’ banks

KUALA LUMPUR — Zambian
President Kenneth Kaunda con-
demned international banks as
“bloodsuckers” yesterday for
agreeing to reschedule a large
chunk of South Africa’s debt.

The accord on rescheduling
about $8 billion of short-term
debt was announced in Pretoria

- at a moment calculated to cause
maximum embarrassment to
Commonwealth leaders, who
were hoping to use the debt as a
lever to force political change.

Dr Kaunda said shortly be-
fore he opened the Common-
wealth summit debate on South
Africa: “This is bound to assist
the racist regime to maintain its
present stance.”

The ANC condemned the
international banks yesterday,
saying the accord was an act of
“inhumanity”, and called for
tougher global economic sanec-
tions against South Africa.

The accord “was clearly a

deliberate move to influence

the Commonwealth in favour of
Pretoria. The ANC condemns
this move as an act of inhuman-
ity and as a means of helping to
perpetuate the evil system of
apartheid”.

The ANC said the banks’ deci-
sion confirmed Third World
fears that “international capital
regards profit as more impor-
tant than human rights. When
the time comes the South Afri-
can people will not be unmind-
ful of the role of banks in mak-
ing profit out of the misery of
our people”.

Commonwealth experts said
the terms of the debt reschedul-
ing were probably the best the
banks could achieve, given their
lack of strong leverage over
South Africa.

“The banks have extracted a
pretty large chunk,” said a
senior Canadian official who
met the banks last month on be-
half of the Commonwealth to

Under the accord, South
Africa will repay one-fifth of its
short-term debt in eight equal
instalments over 3} years from
mid-1990. It replaces a three-
year accord which expires next
year.

The Canadian official, who
declined to be identified, said
the banks had succeeded in
raising the rate of repayment
but it was unfortunate that the
new agreement would run six
months longer than the old one.

Commonwealth experts have
spent nearly two years studying
South Africa’s international fin-
ancial links and talking to the
14-bank technical committee.

The Canadian expert said all
the banks saw South Africa as a
bad risk and wanted their
money back as quickly as pos-
sible.

The accord means that the re-
maining four-fifths of the $8 bil-
lion will be renegotiated again
in 1993, although some banks
may opt to convert it to long-
term debt in exchange for guar-
anteed repayment.

Canadian Prime Minister
Brian Mulroney said the re-
scheduling accord would not
end South Africa’s economic
problems. “The debt is still
there and has to be paid for.”

He said Commonwealth pres-
sure had influenced the banks.
The terms were no more favour-
able than in the past and the

South African economy was

bleeding because of sanctions.
“All I want is for South Africa
not to be brought to its knees but
toits senses,” he said.
Zimbabwe President Robert
Mugabe attacked the deal as de-
fiance of international opinion
and said the banks' motives

.should be examined to see

whether they were political.
“I think the people of South
Africa will be very disgusted, as

) we were dtsxus;ed by it.” —.
urge them to take atough'stand. ~Sapa-Reuter-AP. = . |

|
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Re-scheduled
debt means
‘tough times

ahead’

PRETORIA — Finance
Minister Barend du Ples-
sis said yesterday that
the re-scheduling of
South Africa’'s foreign
debt payments an-
nounced on Wednesday
was one of the most im-
portant  international
events for South Africa
this year.

He said the plan to
repay $8 billion over the
next four years neces-
sitated strict moneta
and fiscal policies whic
“will at first exact some
sacrifices but will yield
benefits”, :

“All South Africans
must realise that the
country faces tough
times in the next four
years,” he said.

“It is an unnatural
state of affairs having to
export such a large
amount of capital to
repay debts both inside
and outside the ‘net’ of
the new agreements.”

The Reserve Bank had
to deal not only “with
highly technical analy-
ses and forecasts of the
South African economy,
but it had to steer clear
of many political land-
mines,” Mr du Plessis
said, “We are therefore
dealing with the situa-
tion in such a way that we
are becoming leaner, fit-
ter and better managed,
which in itself is a desir-
able and lauda}y]e objec-

tive.” —Sapa. ¢
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Rivonia trialists have been re
spoke to the man who arres
colleagues in'the ANC.

lost a case

Jdo OCwwReR 14 §9 _

recalls Rivonia

More than 25 years after they were imprisoned, some of the
leased. CHRISTELLE DE JAGER
ted Nelson Mandela and his

“] WAS a policeman doing my job as
professionally and well as I could.
They were doing what they believed
washecessary to achieve their goals. I
had no animosity towards them as
people and I wish them luck now that
they have been released.”

These are the words of Brigadier
Willie van Wyk, the crack policeman
who was the investigating officer in
the Rivonia treason trial which pro-
duced evidence of a planned nation-
wide sabotage war called “Operation
Africa Mayibuye”.

The trial of the first accused, Nel-
son Mandela, and nine others, can be
regarded as one of the most signifi-
cant political trials in South Africa’s
legal history.

With the release of Walter Sisulu,
Ahmed Kathrada, Raymond Mhlaba,
Elias Motsoaledi and Andrew Mlang-
eni last week, Mandela is now the
only Rivonia trialist still in jail.

Brigadier van Wyk retired five
years ago after a 37-year career, and
now lives on a farm outside Pieter-
maritzburg with his wife, Babs, and
enjoys gardening, travelling and
reading.

He comes across as charming,
warm, and above all, a reasonable, in-
telligent man. It is hard to believe
that behind the chatty, almost laid-
back exterior is a tough policeman
who “never lost a case”.

Speaking to The Natal Witness at
his home this week, he said he was

e

now tired of the whole Rivonia issue
and just wanted it to be over.

] believe that the time is right for
people on both sides to get together
and talk to find a solution. Money is
being wasted on both sides, by the
Government and the opposing fac-

tions, which could be spent on educa- |
tion and improving facilities. Mean- |

while the black people are suffering.”

In 1961 the ANC changed its policy
of non-violent resistance to one of
armed struggle and Brigadier van
Wyk recalls the reaction in South
Africa.

“It was something new to South
Africa. People had seen all those
films about terrorists and had
thought it could never happen in
South Africa. Suddenly it was here
and there was a lot of fear.

“The actions of the Government
and the police were aimed at killing
the whole thing and completely
squashing organisations like the ANC
and PAC. From our point of view we
could not allow innocent people to
die,” he said.

Brigadier van Wyk said from the
police point of view, the campaign
was successful — plans had been
uncovered and top organisers and
leaders had been arrested and pro-
secuted.

“But despite these ongoing suc-
cesses, the campaign has failed in its
ultimate aim. The ANC has grown in
stature and support since 1961 and, in
fact, incidents of bomb blasts and re-
lated activities have increased.

“In 1961 we often came across
people from the townships who didn’t
even know what the ANC was. Now it
is a household name and people like
Mandela and Sisulu have become

heroes to a generation that was not
even born when they were jailed.”

Brigadier van Wyk said he thought
the South African Government had
now realised that the old strategy was
not going to work and that a new ap-
proach was needed.

“Things have changed a lot since
1961. ANC flags and banners are now
being prominently displayed at
marches and rallies and police are
turning a blind eye to the flags, while
generally keepinga low profile.

“There has also been much talk of
negotiation by the Government,
which would by implication include
organisations like the ANC.”

Asked why he thought resistance
organisations had not been stopped
by the Government’s concerted cam-
paign against them, he said:

“If your neighbour’s child dies,
there is no way you can know what he
feels like, unless the same thing has
happened to you.

“It is impossible for a white person
to know how blacks feel and how they
have been affected by the system they
are fighting. They have their cause
and their ways of fighting for it.

“It is natural for people to support
an organisation which they believe
will improve their living conditions
and way of life.”

Brigadier van Wyk believes the
ANC has had a leadership problem in
past years, in that there has been a

| shortage of leaders of the quality of

Mandela and Sisulu.

He does, however, believe that they
have managed to play a leadership
g-o_lle in the organisation, even from
jail.

“You can’t stop politicians. They
will always find a way.”

Brigadier van Wyk remembers Nel-
son Mandela as a decent, intelligent
person, who always greeted him.

The two got to know each other dur-
ing the early stages of both their
careers.

The brigadier was a member of the
liquor, immorality and gambling

squad.

One of the squad’s tasks was to
charge blacks for unlawful posses-
sion of liquor, and Mandela was a
young lawyer defending some of
those arrested.

Walter Sisulu, Ahmed Kathrada,
Govan Mbeki and Rusty Bernstein
were four of the other Rivonia trial-
ists Brigadier van Wyk got to know be-
fore Rivonia. Bernstein was later ac-
quitted.

Brigadier van Wyk gave evidence in
a a trial in Port Elizabeth where
Mbeki was charged with illegal use of
explosives.

But despite his previous contact
with Kathrada, Brigadier van Wyk
failed to recognise him during the
Rivonia raid.

“He had red hair, a huge red mous-
tache and was wearing a long coat. 1
only realised who he was when he
laughed and said ‘How do you like my
long jacket’ to me in Afrikaans.”

Brigadier van Wyk believes that he
did his job well and as such earned
the respect of the Rivonia trialists
and their defence lawyers.

] think I was a good witness during
my career. I was always honest and
never tried to rub something in or
twist it. While lecturing to police stu-
dents, I have stressed this policy.

“] always tell them. Rather lose
your case than twist something or
lie,” he said.

1
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HE toyi-toying feet of hun-

dreds of excited people

ralsed clouds of dust in

Soweto on Sunday as peo-
ple celebrated the release of seven
ANC leaders.

Huge black, green and gold
ANC flags were proudly paraded
around the township as crowds
made their way from one leader's
home to the next to welcome them
back.

The biggest crowd gathered out-
side the Orlando West house of
former ANC secretary-general
Walter Sisulu.

Marshalls fron. the Soweto
Youth Congress were forced to
cordon off the entrance to the Si-
sulu home as people stood singing
and chanting in the hot sun, hop-
ing to catch a glimpse of the lead-
€r.

‘When he did eventually appear
just after noon to attend a meeting
with the National Reception Com-
mittee, the chant "ANC! ANC!
ANC!" went up from the crowd,

which strained forward to catch a
glimpse of the white-haired leader.

After a brief salute, Sisulu was
driven off in a car that had a small
ANC flag fluttering from its aerial.

Also in Orlando West was Wil-
ton "Bri Bri" Mkwayi, who had
set up base at Winnie Mandela's
home because his wife died while
he was in prison.

All morning long the tall, slightly
greying leader greetcd well-
wishers.

At Andrew Mlangeni's Dube
home, a huge ANC flag was fly-
ing at the front gate while well-
wishers sat under a tarpaulin in
front of the house.

At the side of the house, workers
were hurriedly finishing applying a
new coat of paint to the outside

walls.
By the time NEW NATION ar-

rived at the Mlangeni home, he
was having an afternoon nap.

His wife June said he had not
had a moment's rest since he was
dropped at their home at 5.30 that

Sofief #4

morning.
Elias Motsoaledi was also resting

‘when the toyi-toying crowd made

its way to his Mzimhlophe home in
the mid-afternoon. As people wait-
ed to greet him, youths brought
them water to wet throats that were
dry from singing.

Then suddenly Motsoaledi came
out of his front door and shook
hands with those that had waited
for him.

"It has been a long time but I
have survived because I am
stronger than the state of emergen-
cy," said Motsoaledi, who sur-
prised people by his short stature.

As the crowd left, an old woman
with a smile right across her
wrinkled face said: "We have been
following them all these years and
now they are home. It is a mira-
cle.”

Those that had transport then
went across to Lenasia, to the
home of Ahmed Kathrada's broth-
er.

Over a hundred Lenasia people

were sitting quietly in the garden
waiting for Kathrada, who was
taking a shower before the 6pm
press conference in Soweto.

Old-timers were telling stories
about the Rivonia trial, and how
they remembered the day when the
leaders were sentepiced in 1964.

Sporting a bright red tie, the man
who joined the SA Communist
Party while still a teenager walked
out of the front door at about
4.30pm.

Flanked by former Robben Is-
lander and Transvaal Indian Con-
gress vice-president Lalloo Chiba,
and Lenasia Youth League mem-
bers, Kathrada shook hands with
everyone present.

Shortly after his appearance, a
delegation from the Natal Organi-
sation of Women who had driven
through the night to greet the lead-
ers, arrived at the Kathrada home.

Dressed in Federation of South
African Women uniforms, the del-
egation welcomed Kathrada home

[6/t/r

COME

The streets of Soweto resound
with toyi-toying as the people
give the ANC leaders a
tumultuous welcome home.

after so many years.

Then it was back to Soweto to
the Holy Cross Anglican Church,
a few * ~uses from Sisulu's home,
£ ss conference.

«» pOru.. of the church had been
cordoned off for the press. ANC
flags adorned the church and the
front table was draped in ANC co-
lours.

Every millimetre of the rest of the
hall was filled with people who
had come to catch a glimpse of
their leaders.

During the conference, the peo-
ple displayed a high degree of dis-
cipline while the leaders were an-
swering questions from the press.

The loudest noise came when
church benches snapped under the
weight of the people.

Once the conference was over,
each leader spoke briefly to the
crowd and then they were escorted
out by MDM leaders.

The crowd left the hall and toyi-
toyied through streets lit by the full
moon, the ANC flag flying high.
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Statement
from the
released
ANG
leaders

WE ARE happy to be
with you, with our
milies, our friends

agg ‘gomradesl,l an;j From left to rlght. Oscar Mpetha, Andrew Mlangeni, Walter Sisulu, Ahmed Kathrada, Wilton Mkwayi and
fer P2 . s?::;rab:hl?‘& Elias Motsoaledl at the ANC press conference in Soweto on Sunday.

bars. But we must
add that there can be.
no real joy about our
release when we
now think of the com-
rades we have left
behind, especially
our Comrade Nelson
Mandela, who has
been in prison long-
er than all of us. We,
his comrades, the
people of South Afri-
ca and the people of
the whole world de-
mand his release.
However, our first
duty on such an oc-
casion is to express
our gratitude and our
sincere appreciation
to all the people -
individuals, govern-
ments, organisa-
tions, and the- pro-
gressive press — who
have for years been
deeply concerned
about our incarcera-
tion and our welfare
generally. They have
indeed been a tre-
mendous inspiration
to us and it is largely
due to them that
some of us have
been released.

On the occasion of
our release we wish
to salute the people
of South Africa who
have courageously
and at very high cost
held high the banner
of freedom in our
country.

We also wish to ex-
press our admiration
and our solidarity
with the people of
Namibia who  are
standing on the
threshold of freedom.
In particular we must
mention our com-
rades in Swapo who
have been at the
forefront of the liber-
ation struggle.

Our political future
will be determined
by the leadership of
the movement both
locally and abroad.
Our dedication and
determination has
not been weakened
by the long years of
our imprisonment.
On the contrary we
have been streng-
thened by the devel-
opments in the coun-
try and by our own
vision and confi-
dence in the future of =
South Africa.

_Left: Mpetha with well-wishers. Right: A big hug for Sisulu.

Left: Motsoaledi speaking in Soweto. Right: Jubilant crowds welcome Raymond Mhilaba.




;HOlomi'sa threatens
to sue Chief Buthelezi

Witness Reporter
TRANSKEI'S military leader, Major-
General Bantu Holomisa, has threal-
.ened to sue KwaZulu's Chief Minister
Mangosuthu Buthelezi for defamation
unless he apologises for remarks made
last weekend.

Major-General Holomisa was react-

ing to a speech by Chief Buthelezi given
during the Inkatha Women's Brigade
conference in Ulundi, in which the
chief criticised the Transkei leader
and said: “I say to General Holomisa:
‘Stop peddling vour political arse to
the highest bidder at my expense, and
remember that when you are aided,
you become politically HIV positive’.”
He also challenged him to attempl
coups in Ciskei and KwaZulu, saying
his hands were “already very filthy" so

that they would not be more soiled by
orchestrating a coup “in innocent Kwa-
Zulu™. :

Major-General Holomisa has written
to Chief Buthelezi giving him until Sun-
day to make a public apology for his re-
marks, failing which he said he would
not hesitate to begin legal proceedings,
saving the KwaZnlu leader's remarks
were “defamatory in the extreme”.

A year ago relations between the two
leaders appeared excellent when they
met in Durban for discussions includ-
ing how to achieve closer co-operation
between departments of their respec-
tive governments.

However, last month Chief Buthelezi
turned down an invitation from Trans-
kei's president Chief Tutor Ndamase to
attend a meeting in Umtata.
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Holland's new coalition may reverse
anti-sanctions line

A NEw balance of forces in
the Dutch ruling coalition
may mean that Holland -
in a complete turn-
around - will intensily
sanctions against South
Aflriea.

The possibility was
being actively discussed
within the emerging rul-
ing centre-left coalition
last wecek, according to
local press reports.

IT the policy change is
decided on it will reassert
the restrictive measures
aspect of EEC policy in
contrast to the prevailing
British  preference for
‘posilive measures’, say
local commentators.

Sinee 1986 Holland has
increasingly sided with
Britain and West Ger-
many on thisissue. Policy
in the Iague has been
that sanclions aclion
could only be talken with
the agreement of all BEC
countries,

There has been concern
among anti-apartheid
campugners that the

impending formation of a
single market in the EEC
in 1992 would deter gov-
ernments from taking
unilateral sanctions ac-
tion - despite continuin!:
lack of progress in South
Africa on dismantling the
structure of apartheid (as
opposed Lo aspects of
apartheid repression).

The recent develop-
ments in Dutch policy
have strengthened grow-
ing demands in neigh-
bouring Belgium for a
joint Benelux coal em-
bargo. Belgium and Hol-
land import a significant
amount of South African
conl via their ports of
Rotterdam and Amster-
dam.

The demands have
come from the chairman
of Lhe Socialist Parly,
Frank van den Broucke,
and from the Flemish
Christian Democrals
both part of the ruling
coalition,

The leader of the Flom-
ish Christinn Democrals,

Luc Dhoore, said earlier
this month that he had
contacted his opposite
number in Holland to try
to get movement on the
issue.

Dutch Christian Demo-
cratic Foreign Minister
Van Den Broek and secre-
tary of state Van Voorst
tot Voorst are thought to

favour giving South
Africa's President De
Klerk between  six

months and a years grace
and have said that now is
not the moment for a
sharpening of economic

sanctions,

In any event, coal sanc-
tions could not be in place
before that date. If a coal
boycolt were agreed it
would be a gradually in-
tensifying one: there are
too many contracts stillin
operation. But i a num-
ber of Belgian contracts
are not renewed it will
serve o warn Pretoria
that Belgium is serious
about sanctions, Dhoore
said last week.
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Holland's new coalition may reverse
anti-sanctions line

A New balance of forces in
the Dutch ruling coalition
may mean that Holland -
in a complete turn-
around - will intensify
sanclions against Soulh
Aflrica,

The possibility was
being actively discussed
within the emerging rul-
ing centre-left coalition
last week, according to
local press reports.

If the policy change is
decided on it will reassert
the restrictive measures
aspect of EEC policy in
contrast to Lthe prevailing
British preference for
‘positive measures’, say
local commentalors,

Since 1986 Holland has
increasingly  sided with
Britain and West Ger-
many on Lhis issue. Policy
in the Iague has been
that sanclions aclion
could only be Laken with
the agreement of all EIEC
countries,

There has been coneern
among  anti-apartheid
campmigners that the

impending formation of a
single market in the EEC
in 1992 would deter gov-
ernments from Laking
unilateral sanclions ac-
Lion - despile continuing
lack of progress in South
Africa on dismantling the
structure of apartheid (as
opposed Lo aspects of
apartheid repression).
The recent develop-
ments in Dutch policy
have strengthened grow-
ing demands in neigh-
bouring Belgium for a
joint Benelux coal em-
bargo. Belgium and Hol-
land import a significant

coal via their porls of
{ Rotterdam and Amster-
i dam.

The demands have
come from the chairman
of the Socialist Parly,
Frank van den Broucke,
and from the IFlemish
Christinn Democrats
hoth part of the ruling
conlition,

I The leader of the IFlem-
I ith Christinn Democrats,

amount of South African |

L.uc Dhoore, said earlier
this month that he had
contacted his opposite
number in [olland to try
to get movement on the
issue.

Dutch Christian Demo-
cratic Foreign Minister
Van Den Broek and secre-
tary of state Van Voorst
tot Voorst are thought to

favour giving South
Africa’s President De
Klerk between six

months and a years grace
and have said that now is
not the moment for a
sharpening of economic
sanctions.

In any event, coal sanc-
tions could not be in place
before that date. If a coal
boycott were agreed it
would be a gradually in-
tensifying one: there are
too many conlracts stillin
operalion. But if a num-
ber of Belgian contracts
are not renewed it will
serve Lo warn Pretoria
that Belgium is serious
about sanctions, Dhoore
said last week.



MDM ‘to ensure
sole rights for ANC’

Mercury Reporter

THE Mass Democratic Move-
ment had been set up to en-
sure the African MNational
Congress had the sole right te
determine the direction of
negotiattons in South Africa,
Dr Mangosuthu Buthelezi
said in Ulundi yesterday.

The KwaZulu Chief Minis-
ter and president of Inkatha
told a delegation of Meadow-
iands councillors led by the
Mayer, Mr M A Mathala, that
the ANC wanted to dictale
who was qualified to belong
to the MDA,

‘I shudder to think what
would happen to South Alrica
if we all stood aside and al-
lowed only one black party to

negotiate (the counlry’s) fu-
ture with the Government.

He had never approved of
the ANC-in-exile's decison to
make black councillors legiti-
male targets for attack. And
he believed that, at the final
negotiating table, some
chairs would be occupied by
people who had defied first
ithe Black Conscigusness
Movement and then ‘the ANC
and UDF/Cosatu dictales’,

Events such as the with-
drawal of Russian support for
armed revolulion, the U S~
USSR common-purpose sou-
thern African peace efforts,
and the front-line siates' re-
fusal to allow it military
bases, had made the ANC

realise that politics would be
more inclusive than it had
thought.

Nobody would dictate who
would be at the negotialing
table.

If local authorily leader-
ship were o take part, those
now involved needed to slart
thinking out their strategies.

Among the principles he
believed they would share i
were: S A had to be one coun-
try with only one sovereign
parliament and universal
franchise on a common vot-
ers’ roll; Nelson Mandela and
other political prisoners had
to be released and the Popu-
lation Registration and
Group Areas Act scrapped.
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=== CHIEF MINISTER

‘MDM won’t be only
Black party at talks

— Buthelezi

EULUNDI. — KwaZu-
“ lu Chief Minister Man-

¥ ";,'E'-"-J' gosuthu Buthelezi war-

ned here yesterday
that the Mass Demo-
cratic Movement had
been set up 10 ensure

. ‘that the ANC had the

sole right to determine
the direction of nego-
- tiations in South Afn-
ca,

The exiled organisation
now wanted to dictate
who was qualified to be-
long to the MDM, he told

a delegation of Mcadow-

lands councillors led by
the Mayor, Mr M A Ma-
thala.

“l shudder to think
what would happen to
South Africa if we all
stood aside and allowed
only one Black party to
negatiate (the country’s)
future with the govern-
ment,” he said,

He had ncver approved
of the ANC-in-exile’s de-
csion  to make Black
councillors legitimate tar-
gets for attack, and he be-
lieved that, at the final
negotiating table, some
chairs would be occupicd
by people who had defied
first the Black Conscious-
ness Movement and then
“the ANC and UDF/Co-
satu dictates”,

As far as he was con-
cerned, anybody with a
mandate from the people
and who was capable of
canvassing support should
have a place at the table.

The ANC had always
regarded itself as the sole
representative of the op-

pressed in South Alfrica. :

It had projected this ima-
g¢ to the extent that it had
UN and (M accredna
tion and obsciver status
at Nomealigned and Com-
monwealth m
For years

support for

ution, il IS A

COMMON-purpose

ot Afncan §

and the

refasal to allow its ¥

tary bascs ha 1

ANC reali :

would be moré

than it had though
“They. are stil

for the solc

tion of negot

a5 Black Sooth
are concermed,” the
Zul leader said.

“They are now doing s
by attempting to establ
what they call the ‘Mass
Democratic  Movement’
as the authentic
ment which can be allied
to them as they dire
events from behind. T
now want to say

ualifics for admission {
the MIDR).”

who

ide knew that he would
be there and that i was
not only people whom
“the UDF and Cosatu pat
on the back”™ who would
be present. Negotiations
would really get off the
ground only when they
I).ccame sufficiently inclu-
sive.

ership were to take part,
those now  involved
needed to start thinking
out their strategies. Ilere,
he Tlisted fundamental
principles which he be-
lieved Blacks who wanted
places at the negotiating
table should share.

' Among these were: SA
had to be ope country
with only one sovercign
Parliament and universal
franchise on a common
voters’ roll; Nelson Man-
dela and other remaining
political prisoncrs had to
be released; the Popula-
tion Repgistration and
Group Arcas Acts had to
be scrapped; and no lead-

er or organisation which

wanted fo  negohiate

it local authority lcad-

should be barred from
doing 50 by law or gov-
crnment edict.

“This last point ob-
viously brings the whole
question of the unbanning
of the ANC and PAC or-
ganisations to the {ore.”

Without knowing yet
haow the SA Government
was finally going to for-
mulatc  ifs negotiating
position, it was quite ccr-
tain that it would have 1o
go “quite a lot further”
than its published five-
year plan if it were 1o sug-
ceed in putting negotia-
tions on track.

In fact, nobody would }

dictate who would 5
the negotiating  tabl

“Whoever has the guts, |

the tenacity, the political
presence, the power hase
and the political acumen
needed” would be there.
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Holomisa threatens
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 Witness at they would not be more soiled by
TRANSKEI'S military leader, Major- orchestrating a coup “in innocent Kwa- -

General Bantu Holomisa, has threat- Zulu”. : :
eened to sue KwaZulu’s Chief Minister Major-General Holomisa has written
Mangosuthu Buthelezi for defamation  to Chief Buthelezi giving him until Sun-
unless he apologises for remarks made day to make a public apology for his re-
last weekend. marks, failing which he said he would
Major-General Holomisa was react- not hesitate to begin legal proceedingfs,

_ ingtoaspeeehbyChiet‘Butheleiigiven saying the KwaZulu leader’s remar

during the Inkatha Women’s Brigade were “defamatory in the extreme”.
conference in Ulundi, in which the A year ago relations between the two
chief criticised the Transkei leader leaders appeared excellent when they
and said: “I say to General Holomisa: met in Durban for discussions includ-
‘Stop peddling your political arse to ing how to achieve closer co-operation
the highest bidder at my expense, and between departments of their respec-
_.-re‘member that when fvﬁ% are aided, tive governments. : v,
~ you become g:li;_icagg positive’.” ‘However, last month Chief Buthelezi
" He also ¢ llenged him to attempt ‘turned down an invitation from Trans-
_coups in Ciskei and KwaZulu, saying  kei’s presideutchiet’TutorNdamaseto
_his hands were “already very filthy” so attend a meeting in Umtata.

NG ANTE 35
7 000 join march in city

From page 1
lence;mc"gt IQ%M
o detention without trial and the suspension oithe

rule of law; i v
] t(llae silencing of activists by restriction and banning
orders;

o the continuance of the state of emergency. ¥

Bishop Mgojo then addressed the crowd, 'w‘ulch
had been further swelled by people who had joined |
on the route and were sitting in Loop Street. B

In a message to “our brothers in the police” he
said the people could protest peacefully and were re-
sponsible unless they were provoked. He called on
the marchers to go home peacefully. e

Mr Chris Dlamini, on behalf of the MDM, said the
 march was for peace — “we want peace where we live,
where we work, in our schools, we want peace all over
South Africa”.

“We are appealing to the authorities that we have
reached the stage where they must listen to the
masses, we are saying that, like it or not, change is at
hand,” Mr Dlamini said.

Before returning to the cathedral the crowd sang
Nkosi Sikelele Africa. ;




NEW NATION: What
were your first impres-
sions of the country
and Soviet society?

TRADE UNIONISTS:

It was not significantly dif-
ferent from any others that
we had visited. In fact it was
much like Italy and Britain
in some ways.

It is not the regimented so-
ciety that we are made to be-
lieve it is. People dress in
individual styles, shop
where they want to and so-
cialise as in any other coun-
try. When looking at the city
itself, there is no great dif-
ference when compared to
New York. Moscow, too,
has its skyscrapers.

But it was very clear that
workers in the Soviet Union
wield a great deal of power
and control over their lives —
more than in any capitalist
country, no matter how
modified a version of capi-
talism it is.

NN: How do workers
view Perestroika? It
has been projected as a
move away from social-
ism and therefore from
a worker controlled so-
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Trade unionists from
various Cosatu
affiliates visited the
Soviet Union recently
at the invitation of the
labour movement
there.

They spoke to NEW
NATION about their
visit.
“

over-centralisation at the
top, where functionaries at a
lower level simply imple-
ment the decisions of the top
leadership.

Factories are also being
changed to produce more
consumer goods, of which
there is a shortage. They
used to concentrate on pro-
ducing heavy machinery.

WORKER VETO

In terms of civine warkere

of workers, as long as they
come out openly.

NN: But are workers
striking against social-
ism?
TUs: That's what we are
told on TV, that people are
dlsnllus10ncd with socialism,
But in the USSR people are
saying: "No, socialism is
fine, but we want socialism
to come out this way".

The other thing we heard

NN: As trade unionists,
what can you say about
the Soviet economy?
TUs: The Soviets are quite
proud that there is no unem-
ployment in their country.
We never saw any beggars
either.

Their working day is eight
hours, and in the colder
parts of the country, people
only work for 157 days a
year.

There have been no bread
price increases in the last 30
years, Public transport fares
are the equivalent of five
cents in the city. You could
travel anywhere in the city
on that fare.

What was interesting was
that price changes cannot be
effected without union sup-
port. Trade unions have to
be consulted and their sup-
port canvassed before prices
can be changed.

Rent is worked out as a
percentage of a worker's
wage. Education and health
care is free.

NN: Can you talk about
the collective farms and
factories and explain
how production is or-
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